‘LIFESTYLE / D1 


Two grandmothers 
live it up in 


BUSINESS / B1 
January-May 


OFW remittances 
up 22% to $5.9B 


BUSINESS / BG 
IPOs seen 


sapping market 


INFOTECH / B7 


A first look 
at Nokia’s most 
talented phone 


: If you don’t get joke, 
F you may he getting old 
7 ST.LOUIS—ITS NO 
laughing matter: A new 
study suggests older 
adults have a harder time 
getting the joke as they 
aoe, 

The research indicates BALANCED 
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‘This isn’t my son,’ ma of dead Marine cries 


By Christine O. Avendafio 


(OVERWHELMED WITH EMOTION 
when they saw their loved ones in 
their coffins, one young woman 
fainted while others wept. Another 
woman, Sonia Panaga, wailed and 
stomped her foot on the floor on 
seeing the remains of her frst-bom, 
Cpl. Russel Panaga. 

Butshesimply could not recog- 
nize him. 

"Hindi yan ang anak ko (Thats 
not my son)" Sonia, rent with 


Summit 
attempts 
to stop 
killings 


A SUPREME COURTLED SUM- 
mit will begin working today on 
measures to protect human rights 
violated in the spate of extrajudi- 
cial killings, as the government 
exercises new powers under the 
antiterror law that critics warn 
could violate civil liberties. 

Chief Justice Reynato Puno 
said the gathering could result in 
new rules that would compel gov- 
ernment agents to take more ac- 
tion in cases involving extrajudi- 
cial killings or enforced disap- 
pearances, and limit or expand 
the state's police power to ad- 
dress these concerns. 

Officials of the executive branch 
and the military led by Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita and 
Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron Jt, respectively, will be pre- 
sent at the two-day summit, along 
with families ofthe victims. 

‘The executive branch, including 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, and 
the military are among those being 
blamed for the killings and disap- 
pearances, which have caused an 
international uproar. They were al- 
so criticized for their inadequate 
response to the killings. 

‘Also among those expected to be. 
atthe gathering atthe Manila Hotel 
are Sen. Francis Pangilinan, Rep. 
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grief, said as she hung on the arm 
ofa relative. 

As relatives swarmed around 
to comfort her, Sonia insisted it 
was not her Russel and that 
maybe there had been a mistake. 

Sonia was among the mourn- 
ers who viewed for the first time 
yesterday the remains of 14 
Marines killed in an ambush by 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) guerrillas and Abu Sayyaf 
bandits on Basilan island on Tues- 
day last week. 


Her son was among the 10 
Marines who were beheaded. 

Some were not just beheaded; 
their bodies were also mutilated, 

Manila Archbishop Gaudencio 
Rosales, speaking on Church-run 
Radio Veritas, was appalled, say- 
ing that whoever carried out the 
atrocities were not human. 

“Kahit sino, hindi ako buma- 
banggit na kahit sino pa man, bas- 
ta gumawa ng ganun, hindi tao, 
(Whoever did this, and I won't 
mention anyone, whoever did 


this are not human)" Rosales 
said. 

For the first time since the car- 
nage, Marine officers admitted 
that ‘not only were the dead 
Marines beheaded and mutilated, 
they were also robbed of their per- 
sonal effects rings, watches and 
even cell phones—by their killers 

Marine Commandant Maj. 
Gen. Nelson Allaga told reporters 
that accounts by some of the nine 
soldiers wounded in the ambush 
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3 | Job market for career 


| “overseas opens today 
Sj THE INQUIRER JOB MARKET OVERSEAS CA- 
reer Expo 2007 will be launched today at the Mu- 
sic Hall ofthe SM Mall of Asia 
“The event which runs unt tomorrow wil fea- 
ture the country’s most established overseas re- 
cruitment agencies offering hundreds of jobs to in- 
dividuals aspiring for successful careers abroad. 
“For the past 10 years, Inquirer Job Market 
JOBMARKET/A7 


TO SHOW their grief over the deaths of 14 comrades, Marines shaved 
their heads before joining pursuit operations against Moro rebels. 
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Palace document shows gov't plan to neutralize Left 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Michael Lim Ubac 
(First of two parts) 

THE WAVE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
killings, which the Supreme 
Court-initiated summit today 
seeks to end, may have begun af- 
ter the Arroyo administration al- 
legedly launched a campaign to 
“neutralize” the Communist Party 
of the Philippines by curbing the 


expansion of the party-list group 
Bayan Muna 

The military has tagged the par- 
tylist group a communist front. 

A confidential Malacafiang 
document — ob- PECIA 
tained by the In- KJA 
quinen indicates SPECIA 
that the campaign began after 
President Macapagal-Arroyo took 
office in 2001, the year Bayan 
Muna topped the elections for 


party-list groups. 

The document calls for the use 
of massive "special intelligence op- 
erations” to counter the “grassroots 
clout” of Bayan Muna and its allied 


scum] organizations. 
EPORL it was not im- 
mediately clear if 

the failure of Bayan Muna to 
dominate the party-list race in 
the midterm elections on May 
14 was a result, directly or indi- 


reetly, of the campaign. 

The Philippine document was 
one of the pieces of evidence sub- 
mitted by the Left to the United 
Nations special rapporteur on ex- 
trajudicial killings in February to 
prove that a government policy 
was behind the series of killings 
of Bayan Muna officers and mem- 
bers. 

The killings that also hit 
Bayan Munz's allied party-list 


groups, Anakpawis and 
Gabriela, and people's organiza- 
tions such as the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan have in- 
creased to more than 800 over 
the past six years, according to 
the human rights group Karap- 
atan. 

The extrajudicial killings 
spawned an international up- 
roar, prompting no less than 
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Activists 
protest as 
terror law 
takes effect 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Allison W. Lopez 


A LANDMARK LAW 
that gives legal muscle 
to the  US-backed 
Philippine war on ter- 
ror went into force yes- 
terday with Mala- 
cafiang vowing to use it 
to crush terrorists and 
militants warning it 
could be used to quell 
dissent against the Ar- 
royo administration. 


“The law's message is clear: If 
you are armed and kill civilians, 
you will be prosecuted. If you are 
à communist terrorist, religious 
terrorist or even a rogue element 
of our own police or military, you 
will be stopped,” Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said. 

“The law empowers enforcers 
to crush the terrorist movement 
in the country .. while at the 
same time ensuring that civil 
rights are protected," Bunye said. 

Hours after the law—called 
the Human Security Act 
(HSA)—took hold, about 300 
leftwing militants marched to the 
Chino Roces Bridge (formerly 
Mendiola Bridge) to denounce it, 
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back to danger zone ZA diocese settles sex 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THEY WERE WARNED NOT TO 
go back. 

But the survivors of Superty- 
phoon "Reming' have had 
enough of cramped evacuation 
centers and government promis- 
es of relocation sites. They re- 
turned to their homes in Guino- 
batan, most of which were still 
covered in voleanic sand. 

There are now signs of life in. 
the area beyond the chapel 
named after Archangel Gabriel in 
Maipon, Guinobatan, serving as 
the start of the area's “danger 
zone.” 


Former residents scraped, 


scooped and shoveled heaps of 
Mount Mayon’s volcanic debris 
from their old homes as the relo- 
cation sites remained promises. 

Desperation, it seemed, was 
more palpable among those who 
had settled back in their sunken 
homes—amid rubble and dead 
neighbors whose bodies re- 
mained unearthed since Reming 
struck on Nov. 30. 

Steve Luces, 44, knew he was 
firting with danger Bur going back 
and making do with what was left 
of his house was the practical choice. 
between surviving in a cramped 
evacuation center and a perilous 
place he could call his own. 
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abuse cases for $660M 


LOS ANGELES—THE LARGEST 
Roman Catholic archdiocese in 
the United States has settled its 
abuse cases for $660 million, by 
far the largest payout in the 
Church’s sexual abuse scandal, 
The Associated Press has 
learned. 

The Roman Catholic Arch- 
diocese of Los Angeles and the 
plaintiffs reached the deal on 
Saturday, according to Ray 
Boucher, the lead plaintiff's at- 
torney. The archdiocese and 
the plaintifis will release a 


statement on Sunday morning 
and hold a news conference 
Monday, he said. 

‘An anonymous source with 
knowledge of the deal placed 
its value at $660 million. The 
source spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the settle- 
ment had not been officially 
announced: 

The amount, which would 
average a little more than $1.3 
million per plaintiff, exceeded 
earlier reports that the settle- 
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Sona undergoes 8th revision 


First World vision theme of GMA speech 


House minority wary 
By Michael Lim Ubac of writing the speech starts a full 20 years, Bunye said. 


mamdeduiemawede "Auemsene | Of Garcia leadership 
members ofthe Cabinetareaskedto velopment, the government 
WITH ONLY A WEEK TO GO BEFORE PRESIDENT și mit their agency inputs through would have already “dramatical- By Christian V. Esguerra would not assume the post if he 
Macapagal-Arroyo delivers her State of the Nation Ric Saludo, secretary to the Cabinet, ly reduced poverty, created a ro- were defeated by the 81-year-old 
Address (Sona) at the opening of the 14th who then consolidates what was bust middle class and have all the | THE MINORITY BLOG IN THE Garcia, according to Rodriguez. 
the Chief Executive has yet to finalize "md hallmarks of a modern society in| House of Representatives is “We will not allow Garcia to 
Congress, the Chief Executive has yet to finalize He said the information is then strong, stable institutions. ‘worried about the possible out- become minority leader in case 
her speech, her seventh Sona since she assumed uploaded into the laptop ofthe Pres- “And what she would liketodo | come of the fight for the speak- he loses,” the opposition law- 
ffice in 2001 ident, “who regularly devotes time in the next three years to con- | ership between Pangasinan maker told the INQUIRER yester- 
office in s every day to crafting her message to tribute to that vision,” he added. Rep. Jose de Venecia and Cebu day. “We will not take it sitting 
Ms Arroyo started editing her Bunye said the President would the nation.” Appointments Under. “She is expected togivean update | Rep. Pablo Garcia. down.” 
speech about three weeks ago, ac- talk about her vision of trans- secretary Malou Frostrom callsitthe onwhatwehaveachievedsofarand | Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus During the meeting, mem- 
cording to Press Secretary Ignacio forming the Philippines into a Sona Hour. what are the doables this year to- | Rodriguez said they feared bers of the steering committee 
Bunye in his weekly column, “View First World country in 20 years. Bunye likened it toan architect wards making our county more | Garcia could end up being the got the impression that Garcia 
from the Palace," which was posted “She is expected to cover thesub- talking to a client. competitive and therefore more at- | minority leader should he lose was “interested” in becoming 
today on Malacafiang’s website. ject of waging peace in Mindanao, “The President periodically asks a _ tractive to investors,” he said. against De Venecia, who is minority leader, he said. 
Bunye said Ms Arroyo had al- which should cover not just the fight Cabinet member or two to review Demonstrations by various | seeking an unprecedented fifth “Probably because many 
ready revised herspeech eight times, against terror but also the develop- the work in progress. Then close to cause-oriented groups are usual- | term as Speaker. perks go with it like the minori- 
He said the Presidents speech was ment initiatives to realize the full po- Sona time, the President makes a ly staged during the Sona. ‘Their apprehension arose after ty leader being a member of all 
silvery mucha workin progress. tential of Mindanao,” said Bunye. presentation to the full Cabinet. As But a “super task force” is being | Garcia did not commit to re- House committees,” he said. 
“The President herself writes and A central theme would be sus- in the past, Cabinet members would formed by the Philippine National | nouncing the minority leader po- ^ As this developed, Man- 
rewrites it on her laptop computer taining a strong economy and in- {oby to include a phrase or a sen- Police to keep the peace in Metro | sition in the event of defeat, dur- daluyong City Rep. Neptali 
and the final version is completed vesting in human capital and  tenceinthedraftandlatertakepride Manila during the Sona on July 23. ing a recent meeting with themi- Gonzales I yesterday chal- 
only a few minutes before she physical infrastructure, reforms in their authorship when the propos- Dubbed Super Task Force “Ka- | mority blocs steering committee, lenged supporters of Garcia to 
boards the presidential vehicle on and investmentsin education and alis included in the finalversion” payapaan,”the task force willbe ct | according to Rodriguez. stop calling for a "secret vote" 
her way to Congress,” he said, con- social services, Bunye said. President Arroyo unveiled the vated on July 20 and will be headed | ^ Under House rules, the candi- and publish instead the alleged 
firming reports that Ms Arroyo per- “In sum, the President isexpected "Super Regions" infrastructure by National Capital Region Police Of- | date who places second to the manifesto containing the sig- 
sonally edits her most important to show to the nation a path ofeco- framework in last year’s Sona. fice (NCRPO) Deputy Director Gen- | Speaker becomes minorityleader natures of House members 
speech every year. nomic growth, political stabilityand ^ Thisyearitwouldbeabouther eral Reynaldo Varilla, said PNP Direc- In contrast, De Venecia hadas- supporting the Cebu solon’s 
Although he could not reveal social justice,” he said. vision to transform the Philip. tor General Oscar Calderon inastate- | sured opposition congressmen he _ bid for the speakership. 
the full contents of the speech, According to Bunye, the process pines intoa First World countryin mentyesterday. With Alcuin Papa 
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C» ju Day Promo for brickbats 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. and Nikko Dizon 
SENSING THE DIFFERENCE ee ties SEN. JUAN MIGUEL ZUBIRI IS BRACING 
himself for a tough debut in the Senate. 

c pF X With opposition senators likely to ostracize 
T " E 7 him for his fraud-tainted victory, he will be 

x eem oW B looking to two other Team Unity members 

| Y oy g Xe. E who survived the opposition juggernaut in 
"d S P * 


the recent polls—Joker Arroyo and Edgardo 


t T, u Angara—for guidance and support. 
P § "I know what they are saying about my vic- 
S W r O é - tory but all I can do is just immerse myself in 
Se. t i my work and prove to them that 11 million 
Filipinos were not wrong in voting me here,” 


Um. * said Zubiri in a phone interview with the IN- 
BLEN e Quien. 

£f » Zubiri snagged the 12th and final spot with 

y 1 11.004 million votes or just 19,292 votes 
` x ahead of bitter rival, Aquilino “Koko” Piz, 

‘ mentel III, of the Genuine Opposition (GO). $ 

T } i j Pimentel would have won had the Cor 
H 1 ; mission on Elections nullified the Maguins 
i danao votes where Team Unity scored an imgs 
É probable 12-0 sweep. 

+ - Zubiri said he was steeling himself for E 
the “intrigues” that would be coming his wa 
especially after a number of opposition sena 
e tors, like Koko's father, Sen. Aquilino Pigg 
Price E mentel Jr, and jailed military rebel Sen. Antoss 
P60,396.00/ Tam EE. nio Trillanes IV, denounced the alleged mid 

nipulation of votes in Maguindanao. z 

‘Zubi, however, remained unfazed. 1 think i 

be gravitating toward Joker and Ed. We really 208% 

close during the 90-day campaign," hesaid. — SS 

*] guess at some point we all have to Er 
these political bickerings and move on toward 

ponaooo i. i healing," Zubiri said. : E 


—— is, 


We 7"* P58,296.00 Mother had to leave. Ei 
s The fight for the last slot was very tough oig 
his family, he said. His mother, socialite Vicky 
Zubiri, had to leave the country after a chances 
meeting witlt Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos 
in a Makati restaurant at the height of thes 
P52,756.00 Discounted k counting controversy was blown all out o 
r i ^ proportion. She was not around when her E 
was finally proclaimed the winner. 

“She regretted not being able to attend ng 
proclamation and said she would've given any 
thing just to be with me last: Saturday. But she dic 
tell me, Tm so proud of you,” Zubiri said in anoth’ 
er phone interview with the INQUIRER. 

y NES T B paving Over dinner with INquiten reporters and 
pa9,996.00 Discounted IE i 2a Ning: editors on Thursday last week, Zubiri shareds 
Price — WV. FEN f(x í 22 Jiu] his mothers anguish over the deferment of 
P47,996.00 ! M his proclamation on July 11. 
eres “She called me up to ask, ‘is it because of me 
again?” the 38-year-old senator chuckled, = 
Apparently Zubiri said, his mother thoughts 


Abalos was "angry" with her over the controversy, 
with Vik 5 [GIETIPAG that erupted from that encounter at the Makads 
BREEY, ATUS, 


Regular Price Lc 


hotel restaurant where she and her husband, Joe; 
Bukidnonis governor-elect, were celebrating theirs 
45th wedding anniversary. 

Zubiri said his mother, who is still bees | 
froma brain operation, became so distraught afters 
the incident was turned into an election issue that 
“Customers entitled to 24 ces of 60 gram sachets which is equivalent to 1 month aundy consumption and aiso equivalent to P2400. the family thought it best to send her to England 

e tostay with a daughter in the meantime. 
During Friday’s oral arguments at the 
Memnosane [] BPI Exess Ceo citibank [em supreme Court Zubiri said s mother called 
xà For DTHACH Permit No: 2237 Series of 2007 him up "every three hours” just to check ho 
he was and how the proceedings were going. 
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yields no 
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THEMILITARYIS SET TO CALL OFF THE 
search for bodies from the sunken M/V 
Blue Water Princess after divers found no 
corpses trapped in her hull, an Army offi- 
cial said yesterday. 

Ending a three-day search, the mili- 
tary put the toll at 11 dead and five miss- 
ing after the 400-ton passenger ferry, 
which left the Dalahican port in Lucena 
City on Wednesday afternoon boun 


Masbate, sank on Thursday off the coast 
of San Francisco town in Quezon 
province. 

At least 124 people 
bodies of three passenger 
child, washed ashore on Friday. 

The ship lies half-submerged some 
500 meters from the shore. Stormy 
weather had prevented divers from 
reaching its cabins earli 


Feeling like it's Ch 


The search resumed at dawn yester- 
day. "They entered the cabin and cargo 
vehicles of the sunken ship. No casualties 
inside,” Lt. Col. Rhoderick Parayno said 
ina text message to reporters. 

Parayno said the military was likely to 
halt retrieval operations today after 
meeting with disaster officials. 

‘The Maritime Industry Authority sus- 
pended the safety certificate of the roll-on, 


Make everyday merry and rewarding; just keep using your Citibank Credit Card. 


ristmas 


roll-off ferry Saturday pending investiga- 
tion of the accident. The captain of the i 
fated ship, Virgilio Retardo, 61, said abnor- 

mally high waves capsized his boat. 
Meanwhile, reports from Tehran said 
13 crewmen, some of them possibly Fil- 
ipino, were missing in the Gulf of Oman 
after a South Korean-registered ship 
sank off lrans southern coast. 
APP; Reuters 
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There are more appliances, toys, gadgets, personal products, spa treatments, vacation packages and other items 
in our new Rewards catalog. With yet another new airline partner -- Philippine Airlines. So now you can exchange 
your Rewards Points for Mabuhay Miles and travel the Philippines and the world. And your Rewards Points will 
never expire so you can keep accumulating them for bigger items. Citibank Cards. Life can be so rewarding. 


For more details, call the 24-hour CitiPhone at 995 9999. Don't have a Citibank Credit Card? Call 423 3000 or visit www.citibank.com.ph.| 
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China suspends food imports from US, RP, Vietnam 


BEUING—IN AN APPARENT AT- 
tempt to turn the tables on the 
United States, China has sus- 
pended the imports of frozen 
chicken feet, pig ears and other 
animal products from 10 compa- 
nies in the US, the Philippines 
and Vietnam after inspectors 
found traces of chemicals and 
dangerous bacteria. 

The action against eight US 
food firms, one Vietnamese and 
one Philippine company was tak- 
en after traces of arsenic and 
salmonella were found, accord- 


ing to list posted on the website. 
of the General Administration of 
Quality Supervision, Inspection 
and Quarantine late Friday. 

The affected companies in- 
cluded two of the largest US food 
producers, Tyson Foods Inc. and a 
Cargill subsidiary as well as Viet- 
mam's Nachimex and the Philip- 
pines lexco. 

The notice did not say how long 
the suspensions would last, but 
ordered the firms to immediately 
report to China's General Admin- 
istration of Quality Supervision, 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


al 
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Auction Dates: 


July 


Inspection Dates: 


Inspection and Quarantine. 

(The Ingun could find out noth- 
ing about exco, its products or what 
was wrong with them according to 
the Chinese at press time.) 


Salmonella 

Frozen poulty products from 
‘Tyson Foods, the worlds largest 
meat processor, were found to be 
contaminated with salmonella, the 
Chinese product quality agency said. 

Other imports barred by China. 
included frozen chicken feet from 
Sanderson Farms Inc. tainted with 


feed additive, the AQSIQ said. 


able for comment. 


leanness-enhancing 
feed additive 
topamine. 
from two Atlanta, 


26 - 29, 2007 


panies were 


STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP 


residue of an antiparasite drug, as 
well as frozen pork ribs from 
Cargill Meat Solutions Corp. that 
contained a leannessenhancing 


A Cargill spokesperson denied 
theagency'sclaims, while a Tyson 
representative said the company 
knew nothing about the tainted 
product. Sanderson Farms offi- 
cials were not immediately avail- 


The AQSIQ said frozen pig ears 
from Kansas City, Missouri-based 
Van Luin Foods USA Inc. were 

found to contain the 


rac- 
Products 


Georgia-based com- 
also 


named on the list: Frozen chicken 
feet tainted with salmonella from 
Intervision Foods, and frozen 
pork tainted with ractopamine 
from AJC International Inc. 


Dispute findings 

Sausage casing from a seventh 
company, listed by the AQSIQ as 
“Thumph Foods,” was also found 
to contain ractopamine. It was 
not clear whether the agency was 
referring to Triumph Foods of St. 
Joseph, Missouri. 

Mark Klein, a spokesperson for 
Minneapolis-based Cargill Inc., 
disputed the Chinese inspectors’ 
findings and said Cargill hoped to 
resolve the issue by working with 
US and Chinese officials. 

Libby Lawson, a spokesperson 
for Tyson Foods from headquar- 


ters in Springdale, Arkansas, sald 
the company had “received no no- 
tice from the Chinese government 
about this matter. We will w 
with the US and Chinese goverh- 
ments to get this matter resolved.” 
Cargill, Van Luin and “Thumph 
Foods" were given 45 days to coj- 
rect the problems, while the otfi- 
ers were suspended from ii 
ports, though the AQSIQ did not 
say for how long. d 
Ttwas also unclear whether the 
bans covered only the products jn 
question, or all of the compani¢s’ 
imports B 
China's food and drug safety 
record has come under serutiiy 
in recent months following North 
American dog and cat deaths 
blamed on tainted Chinese pet 
food ingredients. AFP; AP 
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Disabled 
week fete. 
starts 


THE NATIONAL 
Council for the Wel- 
fare of Disabled Per- 
sons (NCWDP) is 
spearheading the cel- 
ebration of the 29th 
National Disability 
Prevention and Re- 
habilitation (NDPR) 
Week on July 17-23 
in cooperation with 
the Department of 
Transportation and 
Communications. 

This years cele- 
bration has for its 
theme, “Kapag May 
Access, May Suc 
cess." 

NDPR Week was 


Committed to 
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Road Rollers. 


declared in Proclama- 


ALMOST LIKE 


prostate enlarge 
pee 


Starter dose is 3 caps 


available thru: 


“Relieves the symptoms of 


[until sleeping pattern is established. 

Maintenance and supplemental dose for optimum health is 2 caps daily. 
Aviat at mercury drug S 

| outlets & leading drugstores nationwide. 


a ae tion No. 1870 issued 

FAVED 4 on June 22, 1978, to 

sf MH highlight the govem- 

j| ments efforts toward 

5|. preventing disabilities; 

rehabilitation; and giv- 

ing equal opportunity 

to persons with dis- 
abilities (PWD). 

The event aims to 
honor the approxi- 
mately 8.5 million 
Filipinos with dis- 
abilities. 

The celebration 
culminates on thè 
birth anniversary of 
Apolinario Mabini, 
the “Sublime Paralyt- 
ic" whose courage 
during the Philippine. 
Revolution of 1896 
greatly — influenced 
Filipinos to fight off 
the tyrants who ruled 
the country. 
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` SALES MANAGEMENT 


August 28 - 30, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


A lot of us are stil frustrated by below-average sales 
performance and declining market share against 
competitors. Learn the sales management cycle ond 
proper strategic sales planning. Organize and 
structure your sales force. Train and coach them for 
maximum performance. Develop your leadership 
style and set standards for performance. With Sales 
Management you will: 


Manage all the activities of your sales team 

Plot the direction of your team with precision 
Build the right structure and organization for your 
sales force 

Use training to empower salespeople with key 
selling skill 

Employ powerful coaching and motivation 
techniques to guide salespeople towards peak 
performance 

Delegate and motivate for maximum results 
Discipline people and help them keep their focus 
Sculpt a decisive, flexible, ond effective 
leadership style 


Because sales is the heart of business. 


This program is for Sales Managers, Marketing Managers, 
Territory Managers, Area Managers, District Managers, 
Banquet Sales Managers and anyone who handles sales 
people and wants to increase their sales performance. 
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BRAND SYNERGY 


August 28 - 30, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


The brand is more than just a marketing concem. it 
spans your entire organization, influencing corporate 
culture and communications. Championed by top 
management, the brand is embodied by all 
employees and expressed through your products and 
services. Find out your brand's DNA and clarify its 
essence. Build strong brand equity. With Brand 
Synergy you wil: 


* Understand key aspects of your company's 
business, indusiry, customers and other key 
audiences 
Use the insights to define (or redefine) your overall 
brand architecture 
Identify a differentiated position in the 
morketplace 
Develop a hierarchy of messages to communicate 
to all stakeholders 
Craft a distinctive brand promise and a projection 
of the customer's ideal overall brand experience 
Actively cultivate brand understanding 
Discover how to monitor and assess your brand's 
equity and vitality 
Formulate action points necessary to undertake 
branding initiatives 

Leam the power of your brand. 

This program is for all managers in your organization as well 


COMMUNICATION 
ASSERTIVENESS 


August 28 - 30, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


How many times have you seen intelligent professionals 
appear shy, timid or withdrawn? How about people who 
come across os brazen, abrasive or initating® How you project 
yourself and how you interact with other people spells the 
difference between mediocrity and success. Know the 
distinction between assertion, submission and aggression and 
recognize your strengths and weaknesses. Practice thinking 
before speaking and set the stage for assertiveness. With E 
‘Communication Assertiveness, you wil: 

* Assess your way of communicating and determine 
changes to be made to attain communication 
assertiveness 
Avoid passive or aggressive communication 
Choose your words carefully to obtain the best results in 
every interpersonal situation 
Speck and act assertively 
Project an image of assertiveness by maximizing the 
communication tools of words, voice and body language | 
Begin, carry and end conversations with style 
Get and keep positive attention 
Participate more actively and positively in group activities» 
Use fact and diplomacy to overcome rude 
‘communication 

* Leam to say "no" gracefully 

Stand out and make yourself heard. 
This program is for administrative officers, front desk officers, 


soles and marketing executives, customer care associates, 
human resource specialists, sales coordinators, supervisors, | 
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Gnd anybody who wants to develop ther communication 
is. 
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SINA FASTER RESULTS | 


For inquiries and reservations cail 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 1 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit. Ej 
www.guthrie-jensen.com " 
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Albay villagers return to danger zone 


From page At 

“OF course, fear will always be with 
us. But we have no choice. We have 
nowhere else to go," he told the Ingum- 
sn in a phone interview. 

Luces is among the 400 families re- 
ported to have gone back to their 
doomed villages in Maipon because of 
Jack of space at the evacuation center in 
the “Oval.” 

"The Oval is an open field at the Mar- 
cial Rafiola High School, which earlier 
housed 417 families from three 
barangays in Guinobatan. Ninety-four 
ofthe families are from Maipon. 

Luces related that in five months, he 
was able to dig out his old home using a 
shovel and a crowbar he received in one. 
of the earlier relief operations. He also 
managed to remove six feet of volcanic 


debris from his kitchen. 
“I found my sink and some of the 
utensils,” he said. 


Rain, rain go away 

But Luces would have to endure 
more back-breaking work in the next 
few weeks or even months Before he 
could finally clear his home of sand that 
turns to mud during heavy downpours. 

In contrast, his 62-year-old neighbor, 
Rogelio Natuel, built a new home on 
top of his old entombed one. 

With old age preventing Natuel from 
burrowing through the mess, he gath- 
ered pieces of wood from fallen coconut 
trees, collected metal scraps, and used 
these to furnish his new home. 

Others cleared a portion of their 
homes doorways and windows, big 
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enough to let them pass through and 
then gave up all excavation efforts. 
‘They had gone back to their regular 
routine, preparing for work, doing 
household chores, oblivious to the sand 
and rubble. 


Imminent danger 

Volunteer worker Jean Llorin was 
bothered when the old neighborhood 
started coming back to life. 

Lorin, who grew up in Guinobatan, 
had engaged the government in rehabili- 
tation work for some 10,000 evacuees in 
Albay after Reming triggered a mudslide, 
killing almost a thousand people. 

She belongs to the Christian Life Com- 
munity, an international organization 
‘working with the Church of the poor. 

With the rains coming more often 
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now, the danger of Mount Mayon set- 
ting off another deadly avalanche is im- 
minent, according to Lorin. 

“There are stil some 9 million metric 
tons of rock and sand up there. They 
should not have gone back there but these 
people have nowhere else to go,” she told 
the nqumm in a phone interview. 


Homeless in Albay 

rin said nothing had changed in 
Maipon seven months after “Reming” 
barreled through Albay—majority are 
still homeless, despite promises made by 
local government officials early this year. 

"It was expected that after three 
months, relocation sites for [the dis- 
placed] would already be made avail- 
able by local executives,” she said. 

“The latest and only piece of good news 
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for the town was that a 7-hectare lot owned by 
the Bicol University had been officially appro- 
priated for the 108 families still marooned in 
the Oval, Lorin said. 

But it would take four moe months before 
the families could be moved in because the 
property has yet to be developed, she added. 


Promises, promises 

Survivor Lily Samson, who was sweptaway 
by the torrents of mud with her two children 
on that fateful day, clearly remembers her 
brief conversation with President Macapagal- 
Arroyo in a post-typhoon visit. 

She even has a picture of that dialogue. 

When the picture'was taken, Samson said, 
the President was making her a promise that 
they would be provided a relocation site as 
soon as possible. 

“But up to now, we have yet to see the relo- 
cation site. That's why I am appealing to her," 
she said. 

Relaying the findings of some 100 family 
heads during a recent barangay assembly, 
Llorin said the root of the problem was the lo- 
cal government's snail-paced efforts to pur- 
chase and allocate lands for relocation sites. 


Looking for sites 

The difficulty of finding relocation sites was 
acknowledged by Welfare Secretary Esperanza 
Cabral during a press conference at the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and Development's main 
office in Quezon City early this month, 

Even the DSWD has been experiencing set- 
backs in its housing project due to lack of space. 

Cabral said the DSWD recently allocated 
75 million for the construction of 4,265 per- 
manent homes for the displaced families in 
the Bicol region. Out of the total target, only 
166 units had been completed while 229 
were still undergoing construction. 

The rest of the work would have to be put 
on hold until the local government units have 
acquired lands for this, she said. 

“Looking for relocation sites in Albay is re- 
ally a problem. Its difficult to find land where 
displaced families could be [resettled] safely,” 
Cabral added. 
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“you may be 
getting old 


(From page Al 


with cognitive flexibility, abstract reasoning 


and short-term memory, they also have 
greater difficulty with tests of humor compre- 
hension. 

Researchers at Washington University test- 
'ed about 40 healthy adults over age 65 and 40 
‘undergraduate students with exercises in 
„Which they had to complete jokes and stories. 
X Participants also had to choose the correct 

punch line for verbal jokes and select the fun- 
PY ending toa series of cartoon panels. 
X. The findings were published earlier this 
“month in the Journal of the International 
ANeuropsychological Society. 

The research conducted by graduate stu- 
dent Wingyun Mak and psychology professor 
Brian Carpenter showed that the younger 

adults did 6 percent better on the verbal jokes 

s and 14 percent better on the comic portion 

‘than did older participants, according to Mak. 

Researchers used a verbal joke test devel- 
oped in 1983 and used in other humor stud- 
ales. 

Mak added a new element, though, by 

bshowing participants cartoons from the 
Ferd'nand comic strip, and asking them to 
n choose between four panels to locate the fun- 
yny ending. Three of the choices for each car- 
Stoon were the wrong ones, created by an 
artist for the study. 
3 “This wasnt a study about what people 
find funny. It was a study about whether they 
get whats supposed to be funny,” Carpenter 
said. 
9 "There are basic cognitive mechanisms to 
" understanding what's going on in a joke. Old- 
er adults, because they may have deficits in 
some of those cognitive areas, may have a 
[harder time understanding what a joke is 
about" AP 
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Job market ... 


From page Al 

has been doing its share to help reverse the 
&untrys unemployment and underemploy- 
ment rate. At least twice a year, career expo 
events have been launched with the aim of 
bridging the gap between HR practitioners 
and job seekers,” said Ingumer president and 
CEO Alexandra Prieto-Romualdez. 

Following Inquirer Job Market's success- 
ful events in Baguio and SM Megamall early 
this year, this time the expo will cater to em- 
ployment firms and jobseekers for careers 
abroad, 

“From the Middle East to parts of Europe, 
‘America and Asia, opportunities await those 
who are willing to join the esteemed overseas 
Filipino workers around the world,” Ro- 
mualdez said, 

Expected to attend the event are Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro, officials from the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment, and recruit- 
ment agencies and jobseekers. 

Inquirer Job Market Overseas Career Ex- 
po 2007 is presented by Inquirer Job Market 
and supported by Smart, Inquirer Libre, Job 
Market Online, LandBank, Owwa, Jam 
88.3, Wave 89.1, 90.7 Love Radio and 
dzRH. 

Participating companies and employment 
agencies are Aboitiz Jebsen Manpower Solu- 
tion Inc., Archway International & Marketing 
Services, Camox Phils., Centaur Management. 
LCorp., DM Consunji, Direct Source Health- 

care, FMW Human Resources Inc., Hospitality 
[ Staff Phils., IPAMS, Magsaysay, Online Hiring 

Corp., Career Planners, SL Search Corp., 
STB-DJL Humanlink Inc., Sunway Interna- 
tional Manpower Services, United Global 
Manpower Resources Inc., Vidres.net, Busi- 
nesswise International Resources Inc., Gal- 
lant Maritime, Humania International Inc., 
International Experts for Technical Support 
Services Inc., Jopman Corp., Pacific Mediter- 
ranean International Manpower Agency 
Primeworld Manpower Agency, RRG Interna- 
tional, SSS, Landbank, Owwa and Phil- 
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Palace document shows gov't plan to neutralize Left 


From page Al 
the Supreme Court to organize 
the two-day summit, which 
starts today at the Manila Ho- 
tel. (See related story on Page 
AL) 


Bayan Muna 

The paper, titled "The Bayan 
Muna Party-list Victory and the 
Prospects for its Wider National 
and Local Political Participa- 
tion, appears to have been 
"written after Bayan Muna 
topped the party-list election in 
May 2001 and before the baran- 
gay elections in July 2002 that 
were later canceled. 

Itwas included in a bigger doc- 
ument—"The Strategic and Tacti- 
cal Activities of the CPP-NPA-NDF 
in the White Areas" whose cov- 
er says it was prepared by the 
Knowledge Management Divi- 
sion of the Office of the Presiden- 
tial Adviser for Special Concerns 
in October 2003. 

‘The NPA refers to the New Peo- 
ples Army, armed wing of the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines, and the NDF to the Nation- 


al Democratic Front, political arm 
ofthe CPE 

When reached by phone yes- 
terday, National Security Advis- 
er Norberto Gonzales said the 
paper was not an official gov- 
ernment document and was 
never implemented by the ad- 
ministration. 

“It was a proposal. I believe it 
was never acted upon,” Gonzales 
said, pointing out that it was the 
media that recently showed him a 
copy of the paper. 


Office of Special Concerns 

Gonzales said the paper was 
submitted to the Office of Special 
Concerns when he had already 
left that office. 

He had served as the presi- 
dential adviser on special con- 
cerns before assuming his pre- 
sent post. 

He pointed out that the Office 
of Special Concerns “receives all 
kinds of recommendations,” soit 
doesn't mean it's an official gov- 
ernment paper.” 

Gonzales said it was wrong for 
the Left to use the document as 


ammunition against the govern- 
ment because it was just a piece 
of paper. 

The paper on Bayan Muna 
details the alleged involve- 
ment of the CPP in the parlia- 
mentary struggle through the 
party-list group. 

‘The document made several 
recommendations on how 
Bayan Muna should be coun- 
tered and controlled by the Ar- 
royo administration "to con- 
tribute to its continuity beyond 
2004" 

"Strictly monitor all Bayan Mu- 
na activities pertaining to the up- 
coming barangay elections. Get 
exact data of Bayan Muna's elec- 
toral coverage, membership and 
network,” said one recommenda- 
tion. 


Oplan Bantay Laya 

‘The paper then suggested “the 
implementation of special intelli- 
gence operations to neutralize 
party members” and “a massive 
and well-coordinated mass-based 
psychological operation directed 
against mass movements and or- 


ganizations supporting the CPP- 
NPA." 

Bayan Muna and its allied 
party-list groups have alleged 
that the series of political 
killings against their ranks have 
been conducted by “special in- 
telligence units” of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines as part 
of the military’s “Oplan Bantay 
Laya.” 

The source of the Mala- 
cafiang paper, a ranking official 
of a group allied with Bayan 
Muna, told the InQuinen that it 
was one of the documents sub- 
mitted by the Philippine Left to 
United Nations special rappor- 
teur on extrajudicial killings 
Philip Alston during his visit in 
February. 


Total approach 

‘The document showed that the 
recommendations were made be- 
cause of Bayan Munz's increasing 
lout in local politics. 

“In areas where the presence 
of Bayan Muna is a potential po- 
litical factor, those political 
leaders who lost in the last elec- 
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tions (the one in 2001) and even 
those holding key positions in 
various local government units 
will not be able to ignore Bayan 
Muna’s grassroots clout,” the 
paper said. 

"It is thus imperative that total 
government approach and deci- 
sive political measures be imple- 
mented to dwarf the seeming ex- 
pansion of BM in different areas 
of the country. How the govern- 
ment will maneuver on this will 
certainly contribute to the conti- 
muity of the present administra- 
tion," itadded. 


Know the enemy 

The Knowledge Management 
Division document that included 
the Bayan Muna appendix 
seemed to have been prepared 
when Gonzales was still the presi- 
dential adviser on special con- 
cems. 

‘The document also included 
the “Knowing the Enemy” doc- 
ument that in 2003 identified 
the legal fronts of the commu- 
nist insurgency and that the 
military presented in Power- 
Point form at community as- 
semblies. 

"The results of the May 2001 
elections for party-list suggest 
that Bayan Muna has the poten- 
tial of becoming a formidable po- 
litical force,” read the document 
on Bayan Muna. 


Huge votes in NPA areas 

It took note that Bayan Muna 
got 1.7 million votes or 11.7 per- 
cent of the total votes cast in the 
party-list election and that these 
came from areas where the NPA 
had an active presence, such as 
the Bicol region and Northem 
Mindanao. 

“Election data from the May 
2001 elections showed that key 
provinces and areas in the coun- 
try that delivered the votes to 
Bayan Muna. Provinces such as 
Camarines Norte, Surigao del 
Sur, Compostela Valley and Albay, 
to name a few, delivered huge 
votes to Bayan Muna,” the paper 
said. 

"By cross-examining these da- 
ta with various AFP intelligence 
reports, it suggests ... that the 
turnout was high in areas where 
there are large concentrations of 
pro-Bayan Muna forces in the 
form of mass organizations, legal 
and underground groups" it 
added. 

"(It also shows that) the pres 
ence of the CPP-NPA reinforced 
popular voting in the party-list 
system in favor of Bayan Muna,” 
itsaid. 

The paper expressed the be- 
lief that the active presence of 
the CPP-NPAs “advanced orga- 
nizational stage” in various lo- 


cal government units “chany 
neled huge number of votes tà 
Bayan Muna.” i 

"Thus, these areas should be 
thoroughly examined and monis 
tored," the paper said. 4 

The paper said that Bayan Mu- 
na votes were particularly high in 
Surigao del Sur (39,182 votes out 
of the 80,757 cast), Sorsogoi 
(51,537 of 121,565), Norther 
Samar (39,352 of 94,694), Albay 
(64,832 of 184,832), Compostela 
Valley (27,744 of 85,946) and 
Occidental Mindoro (14,469 of 
70,558). 


Militant groups, too 

“It should be noted that these 
are the areas where there is an in- 
creasing movement of insurgency 
groups in the countryside and 
militant multi-sectoral and cause- 
oriented groups in the streets,” 
the paper said, 

By 2004, Bayan Muna and its 
allied organizations started call, 
ing for a stop to the assassina; 
ons that were hitting theit 
ranis. 


Additional seats 

Despite the series of killings 
the "national democratic” blod 
in the House of Representa- 
tives managed to double their 
votes although spread among 
three party-list groups—Bayan 
Muna, Anakpawis — and 
Gabriela. 

Bayan Muna remained the top- 
notcher in the 2004 party-list 
election and seated its three rep- 
resentatives—Satur Ocampo, 
erstwhile Bayan secretary gener- 
al Teodoro Casifio and Mindanao 
organizer Joel Virador. 

Anakpawis managed to put 
its two nominees—erstwhile 
Bayan Muna Rep. Crispin B 
tran and Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Pilipinas chair Rafael Mari 
ano. Erstwhile Bayan Muna 
Rep. Liza Maza became 
Gabriela's representative in the 
House. + 


Private army 

Gonzales said it was not the 
policy of the administration to 
annihilate leftist activists. 

“The policy of the government 
concerns armed rebellion. We 
want to end armed rebellion as 
much as possible through peace 
talks. If they will agree on a 
ceasefire, then we resume peace 
talks,” he said. 

Gonzales insisted that Bayan 
Muna and allied organizations 
didn't need a “private army” like 
the NPA to succeed in their parlia- 
mentary struggle. 

"Ina democracy, you can’t have 
a political party with a private 
army. We cannot allow that. It’s 
unfair,” he said. 


BREAKTHROUGH 


IN CANCER CURE! 


The Ateneo School 
of Government is 
now offering its JVO 
Executive Education 
Program Courses 
for SY 2007-2008 
en - 


» 


". 
Pd For more 
details, you 
A can visit the ASoG 
EF ^ website www.asg.ateneo. 
edu or contact Ms. Aurma 
Manlangit or Mr. Roy Choco 
at 899-7691 locals 2403 and 
2411, amanlangit @ aps.ateneo. 
edu / rchoco @aps.ateneo.edu. 


Local Governance Modules 
Q Leadership and Management of Public 
Organizations: Managing Effective Political 
and Economic Change (Aug. 15-17, 2007) 
Good Governance Challenges: Promoting 
Operational Efficiency and Accountability 
(Aug. 1-3, 2007) 
Local Economic Development Modules 
O Project Development for Local Government 
Units: New Innovations 
(Sept. 10-14, Oct. 15-19, 2007) 
Finding the Money for Local Development : 
Opportunities and Challenges in Local 
Finance (Sept. 5-7, 2007) 
Monitoring and Evaluation Results: 
Innovative Ways to Assess Local Government 
Programs 
(Dec. 12-14, 2007 and Feb. 27-29, 2008) 
, Sustainable Development and Urban 
| Management Modules 
J O Urban Development Planning and 
Management: Challenge for Emerging Cities 
(Mar. 16-18, 2008) 
Development Planning and Management 
Series 
Q Management Challenges to Local 
Development: Strategies for Action 
(Oct. 10-12, 2007) 
Making Good Decisions: Qualitative and 
Quantitative Tools for Policy Development 
(Nov. 24-26, 2007) 
Frontline Management 
(Aug. 20-24, Sept. 17-21, 2007) 
Challenges and Innovations in Governance 
Modules 
Q Strategic Human Resource Management 
(A Human Resource Management Approach 
to Organizational Reform) 
(Dec. 13-15, 2007 and Jan. 26-26, 2008) 
Q Executive Course for Chiefs of Staff 


a 


a 


a 


a 


"These courses can be customized to specific LGUs or 
organizations. Newly-elected governors and mayors, and 
thelr management team are encouraged to enroll 


You don't have to die of cancer! 
Try our latest fast track healing & get dramatic recovery in just 10 - 30 days. 
Don't pay if you don't get good results after the treatment. 
We do home services for bedridden patients anywhere in the Phils. 
Cellphone numbers: 09209060992, 09209100806 
ASk for: Sir Ton Agustin, Herbal Scientist & Inventor 
Address: 229 Macopa St. Bray. Maligaya, San Miguel, Tarlac] 
‘Try our KATONI HERBS SUPER ENERGY DRINK 
Exclusive distributor for Metro Manila & provinces: Dra. Lisa Dilig 
Cellphone number: 09272780193, Landline: 02-8732672 
Bidg. 24 C2 Commercial, Alabang-Zapote Rd., Pamplona 3 Las Pinas 
www.bostoncherbs.com 


BELDEN 


SENDING ALL THE RIGHT SIGNALS 


Electronic Cables and Wires 
for Special Applications 


For your special application cable requirements, Belden® has 
a wide range of cables ranging from RS-232/422 and RS-485 
Computer Cables, BlueHose® Cables, FieldBus® Cables, 
RG-179 MIL-Spec Coaxial Cables, Low-loss RF Coaxial 
Cables (tested up to 6GHz) and Outdoor-rated Category-5e 
Foiled Twisted Pairs for Ethernet. 

Let us know what cables you need and we will do our 

best to help you find the right one! 


Other Belden® cables include: 


+ Broadcast and A/V Cables. 

+ RF Transmission Cables 

+ Computer Networking Cables 

+ Industrial Automation Cables 

~ Telecommunications Cables 
‘Sound, Security and Alarm Cables. 

+ Fiber Optic Cables 


Linking People and Technology 
wih The Word's Most Trusted 
d elise Name in Cables 


249 Unit D V. bane St, Liia Baguio, 


Teleax No. (632) 725-5675 
Emai: spec@pactie nat ph 
pe, rye com gh 
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Brits set briefing on UK rr ee m 
‘THE BRITISH COUNCIL WILL HOLD ITS an- tions, traveling to and within the United King- ‘of V Ge MAYEHIKA2; 


nual general pre-departure briefing on the dom, money matters, personal safety and UK 
third floor of the Richmonde Hotel, 21 San lan seping in touch, and the Filipino com- 
‘Miguel Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City, on Ju- munity in the UK. Mag 
ly 28 at 1-5 p.m. The briefing is free of charge and on a first 

* The briefing is intended for those. bound for come, first served basis. To reserve a seat, call 2 m 
ine Ui gdm sudes erie SIETO to 4 or visi wor i Pulma- A Idée: 

luc umo ciLorg.ph. q 

tourists. ‘Topics covered include accom: ja- 'g.ph. NEBULIZER* COMPRESSOR 
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ATTENTION DIABETICS! 


If you are losing hope because of supplements that have failed to deliver.. 


TAKE THE 3-MONTH CHALLENGE 


COGENT db» is an all-natural formulation used n Ayurvedic Medicine with potent anti- 
‘Gabalc and pophylecte properies Dat help control and prevent Diabetes Malus Type 2. 
Perec tie, oman ct o he med planis hh fey 
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PRE-RAINY SEASON SALE| 
-Grain dryer for Palay, corn 


Dryer recondition unit ` 


opacity: Stone to 20tonz are available 
EL: (02) 6700-5678 (8 Disit) 


Hong Kong / Shenzhen package 
With Free Ocean Park Tour 


US$ 110 — via Cebu Pacific 
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Free & Easy 
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| US$254 | US$340 | US$ 320 
SUNBRIGHT TOURS & TRAVEL 


Roa Mas 


We nave otsis i Mans Manat, Boracay, Cet Benet Deva 
Puan, fg sed moni Provo Posed Som S RO M 


DOLJUNTS INT'L TRAVEL & TOURS 
Sa 10 Can tga Pa Tow: A08 Ave Og Comp Prog Co 
2822918 | 6872808 | 2822225. 

2832739 5874993 | 9118598 o» 
MORE 8315048 one apos 067.048 


scusa 
[TET 


£209] Shanna 
EXE 


1 Departure: Sept 18 
EUROPE MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 
Departure: Oct 3 

Jy SCHEDULED TOURS TO TURKEY 
(Qi rese renon stoner 
‘AND COLDCOAST NEN ZEALAND PLUS 
SVINET USA AND CANADA TOUR. 
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SILAY CITY—PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo met briefly with Ne- 
gros officials and sugar planters at 
the Bacolod City airport on Friday 
and asked them to help draft a re- 
vised agrarian reform program 
that would promote higher pro- 
ductivity, provide greater access to 
credit and address existing con- 
flicts effectively, Presidential Ad- 
viser for Western Visayas Rafael 
Coscolluela said yesterday. 
Coscolluela said the President 
asked the congressmen present to 
submit an appropriate bill for study 
by all agrarian reform stakehold- 


Coscolluela said Ms 
pointed out that her father, the late 
President Diosdado Macapagal, 
was the author of land reform and 
she was not about to kill it. 

The President had gone to Ba- 
colod to listen to the officials and 
planters’ complaints against the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
and the way ithad handled land re- 
form disputes, some of which led to 
bloody confrontations. 

Her brother-in-law, Rep. Ignacio 
Arroyo of Negros Occidental’s fifth 
district, however, said that while 
the extension of the land reform 
program remained a priority of the 
President, whether or not it pushed 
through depended on the congress- 


The Comprehensive Agrarian 


He is survived by his wife 
daughters. 
Araceli R. Llantada and Nanie 
Ramos, son-in-law Carlos T. Llan- 
tada, granddaughter Christine R. 
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| For Ihave come o seta man against his father 
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Beijing 3-4 Days 


Bejing, Tianjin, Chengde, Qinhuangdao 5-6 Days 


Beijing wexpress train to Shanghai 6 Days 


Qe-— 


- Tues, Fr 


(senso 
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tion Holiday Travel & Tours 
Manila 
1-3268 Fax no.: 521-3288 


| even a cup of cold water to one of these little | 
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Shanghai 3- 4 Days 


Shanghai, Suzhou, Hangzhou 4- 6 Days 


Mon, Wed, Fri GY ito tot 


Beijing, Xian, Guilin 6-8 Days 
Beijing, Shanghai, Guilin 6-8 Days 


Bejing, Xian, Shanghai, Guilin 6- 10 Days 


Ts Q eron 
“Tues, Wed, Fi | S Marott 
© 


Guangzhou (Cmm) Zhaoqing 3-5 Days 


Wed, Fri 
] generan 


Xiamen, Quanzhou, Fuzhou 3-5 Days 


Friday 
T Friday IL sa 


"ZB ___ BEIJING TOUR July 26 
24D SHANGHAI TOUR EE. 
ZD_BEIJING-SHANGHAITOUR — Juiy26 
Z2 BEMING-SHANGHAI-XIAN uly 26 
72 KUNIMING E GUILIN TOUR Sept. 23 


WEGUBTOMIZED PACKAGES rene rox cuz unary) 
iCORRORATE AND INCENTIVE TOURS. 


16p EUROPE WITH LONDON 
160 EUROPE WITH LOURDES 


Yantze River (ives Gorges) Cruise Tour 
| New Century Cruise Deluxe 5 Star 

~ Contury Star + Viking Century Sky. 
T Viking Century Su 

TC OY Ecce anid | 


‘Southwest China Scenic Tour, Northeast China, 
C3 | East China Tour, Central China Cultural Tour, 
b Southeast China Tour, Jiuzhaigou National Park, 
10| Zhangjiajie National Forest Park, 
| Sm Rond, Tet nar orga 


14p SCANDINAVIA WITH RUSSIA 
9p JAPAN LUXURY TOUR 
8p East Coast Tour - Wed & Sat 
9p West Coast Tour Daily except Wed 
Sp Vancouver Rockies Tour 


Tels : 242-2585 Trunk line Fi 


For more details pls. contact your trusted travel agency or. « 


Inip:/iww.pandatourcom 
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‘Australia, New Zealand and Brunei Seat-in Coach Tours 
VIRGO, CARRIBEAN, PRINCESS, COSTA CRUISES, ETC. 
E HONGKONG. BANGKOK, SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA, VIETNAM. 
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GMA wants new 
3 land reform plan 


Reform Program (CARP) will ex- 
pire next year. Moves to extend 
CARP to 2010 will be reviewed in 
the predominantly administration- 
allied House of Representatives. 

Gov. Joseph Marañon and the 
Association of Chief Executives of 
Negros Occidental have been call- 
ing for an audit and evaluation of 
CARP to determine whether it has 
been successful or not. 

Coscolluela said that he was also 
directed by the President to draft 
the terms of engagement between 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
and local govemment officials in 
the implementation of land reform. 

This was the Presidents re- 
sponse to the complaints aired by 
the local officials about the failure 
of DAR to coordinate with the local 
government unit when it recently 
installed land reform beneficiaries 
ina contested property. 

The recent installation at Ha- 
cienda Velez Malaga led to violent 
confrontations. 

Last week, Marafion submitted 
tothe Office ofthe President a copy 
of the proposed MOA written in 
2003 that he said would ensure an 
orderly and peaceful implementa- 
tion of agrarian reform in Negros 
Occidental 

On Friday, the governor asked 
the Office of the President to inves- 
tigate top DAR officials amid the 
complaints of the department's Ne- 
gros Occidental employees about 
the way land reform was being im- 
plemented in some areas. 


Arroyo 


V. C. Ramos; 84 


VINCENT C. RAMOS, A US 
World War II veteran, died on Ju- 
ly 2 in Panorama City, California. 


Llantada, sister Maria R. Malasig, 
and other relatives, 

His body arrived in the Philip- 
pines on July 13 and lies at his 
residence on Rizal Street, Baran- 
gay 29, Laoag City. Interment will 
be on July 21 at 7:30 a.m. at Ro- 
man Catholic Cemetery, Laoag 
City. 


Monday, July 16, 2007 
15th Week in Ordinary Time 
‘Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Ist Reading: Ex 1:8-14, 22 | 
Gospel: Matthew 10:34-11:1 
Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not think 
that I have come to establish peace on earth. I 
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 


and daughter against her mother; a daugh- 
terin-law against her motherin-aw. Each 
one will have as enemies those of one's own 
family, 

“Whoever loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me. And whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. And whoever does not take up 
his cross and come after me is not worthy of 
me. One who wants to benefit from his life 
will lose it; one who loses his life for my sake 
will find i 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes him 
who sent me. The one who welcomes a | 
prophet as a prophet will receive the reward | 
of a prophet; the one who welcomes a just 
man because he is a just man will receive the | 
reward of a just man. And if anyone gives | 


ones, because he is a disciple of mine, assure | 
you, he will not go unrewarded." 

When Jesus had finished giving his 12 di 
ciples these instructions, he went on from 
there to teach and to proclaim his message in 
their towns. 

Commentary 

After several generations have passed, a new 
king in Egypt has come to rule. He knows noth- 
ing of Joseph and is afraid of the numbers of 
Hebrews. He enslaves them, oppresses them, 
‘puts them to hard labor to build his cities. Life 
is bitter for them and then he decrees the death 
ofall the boys born to the Hebrews, to stave off 
their descendants who are rising in power by 
sheer force of numbers. The girls can live—for | 
they are slaves and concubines, and they can | 
bear children to strengthen the race of the 
Egyptians. Exodus begins in such misery as the 
stepping-stone to freedom. 

Jesus warns his disciples that he is not here 
to bring peace, contentment, and harmony in | 
families. No, he is here to bring a sword—the 
double-edged sword of the truth of the Word of 
God. And it will ear families, marriages, chil- 
dren, and parents apart. But this is part of the 
cross of Christ. Our life lies not only in our fam- 
ilies, but more specifically in the stranger, the 
one in need, the beggar who asks, the drink of 
cool water we give to the lowly, and in the wel- 
come we give to all, especially the prophet. Do 
we live our Christian life and discipleship out- 
side our family circle or do we ase harmony in. 
our family to avoid obeying the call to care for 
the poorest among us and to welcome the 
prophet, the stranger and the outcast? 

Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP VII 
lage, Diliman, Quezon Cio, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Cig; Tel: 921-3984; Rox: 921-7429; 
Email: ei@elarer org: Websites: hep://winu bible, 
daretor — (Clean Publications) & 
ftp. //wwwelorephlippineorg. (Clarerian Mis- 
sionares in the Philippines) 
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Napolcom to PNP: Follow appointment rules 


THE NATIONAL POLICE COMMISSION lice directors of highly urbanized tionsintheprovincial and districtlev- — “As deputized agents of the com- 
(Napolcom) has ordered the Philippine Na- cities and chiefs of police of compo- els,” Puno said. mission, local government execu- 
tional Police to strictly observe the rule that nent cities. “The commission decided to is- tives had been granted powers and 
the proposed list of officers for assignment to, sue the resolution after noting that, responsibilities in police adminis- 
key provincial and district posts must be first “Not properly observed’ in some instances, the procedures tration, which include, among oth- 
submitted to Napolcom for review and ap- “This directive is actually a reitera- on the selection, designation and er things, the authority to choose 
proval before this is transmitted to the local tion of twoearlier Napolcom circulars reassignment of PNP Officers had the chiefs of police and provincial 
chief executives. that were issued pertaining to theas- not been properly observed,” he directors,” Puno noted. 
Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, concur- signment of PNP officers to key posi- said. a 
rently Napolcom chair, said that per Resolu- Review 
tion No. 251 adopted by Napolcom on July 9, He pointed out, 
the list of officers requiring review and ap- [Ute Mb a MeN ID INOR@O) US however, that before 
proval by Napolcom includes all provincial di- the PNP could trans- 
rectors, district directors of the Manila Police | mit its list of officer- | 
District and Quezon City Police District, po- EET PPLE VEL ELIA appointees to the lo- 
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Editor's killer gets break 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS DOWNGRADED 
to homicide the murder charge against the 
main suspect in the killing of dzMM senior ed- 
itor Alberto Berbon in December 1996, saying 
the element of abuse of superior strength was 
missing to support a murder conviction. 

The appellate court also reduced Jose "Dan- 
ny" Espinelis sentence of life to 10-17 years’ 
imprisonment and affirmed the award of more. 
than P200,000 in damages to Berbon's family. 

Espineli was convicted of murder by the 
Imus Regional Trial Court in 1999. 

‘According to the appellate court, Espineli could 
not be convicted of murder because the prosecu- 
tion failed to show how the killing was done. 

Thus, it could not claim that Espineli 
abused his strength over Berbon. 

“The circumstances that qualify the killing 
to murder must be proved indubitably as the 
Killing itself” the appellate court said in its 

June 29 decision. 

Abuse of superior strength is present when 
the aggressor and victim are on unequal foot- 
ing and the former uses this to his advantage 
tocommita crime. 

Butin affirming Espinelt's lzbility for Berbon's 


killing, it noted that Espineli escaped from deten- 
tion in August 1998 while the case was going on 
and pointed out that flight was evidence of guilt. 
Espineli was rearrested in February 1999. 

"The court also said the circumstantial evi- 
dence gathered was enough to pin Berbon's 
killing on Espineli even in the absence of eye- 
‘witnesses to the actual killing. 

It said Espineli was heard telling coaccused 
Sotero Paredes, “Ayaw ko nang abutin ng bukas 
yang si Berbon (1 do not want Berbon to see to- 
‘morrow),” by witness Romeo Reyes before he 
boarded a red car armed with a .45-cal pistol. 

It noted that Berbon was ambushed by 
gunmen who fled in a red cas, and he suffered 
gunshot wounds believed inflicted by high- 
powered firearms. 

The appellate court also dismissed Es- 
pineli’s argument that the statement of Reyes. 
‘was hearsay and inadmissible since the latter. 
did not confirm itin open court. 

The appellate court said Reyes statement was 
supported by the testimonies of Berbon's wife, 
Sabina, and her brother, Bartolome Pakingan. 

Berbon was shot and killed by four men in 
front of his house in Imus, Cavite, on Dec. 15, 
1996. He was head of an anticrime organiza- 
tion at the time. 
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From page A! 
and announced they would challenge its le- 
gality in the Supreme Court. 

Two activists scaled the Roces statue and 
placed cardboard handcuffs around their 
necks to show how the law could be used to 
Justify indiscriminate arrests. 

The law could turn the Philippines—re- 
garded as a breeding ground for Islamist radi- 
cals—into hostile ground for militants while 
shielding the public and the economy from 
terror attacks, officials said. 

"The general population is safely guarded 
by this law," said Defense Undersecretary Ric 
Blancaflor, a chief proponent of the law. "Only 
terrorists have reason to be threatened.” 


No need for IRR 

Bunye defended the HSA from the criticism 
that it lacked implementing rules and regulations. 

“No implementing rules and regulations 
(IRR) are required for the law to take effect but 
there are publication requirements in both na- 
tional and regional media and in the national 
language and major dialects, all of which have 
already been complied with, he said. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita last 
‘week said that in lieu of an IRR, Malacafiang 
was distributing a primer to guide law en- 
forcers and the public on the scope of the law. 

Ermita sought to allay fears that the HSA 
might be used to crush dissent, saying the law 
had enough safeguards against abuse. 

He recalled that at the time of the Davao In- 
ternational Airport bombing in March 2003, in 
which 22 people were killed, the country still 
had no HSA and a suspect the police arrested 
and charged with illegal possession of firearms 
was able to bail himself out. 

Later, the suspect carried out another bomb 
attack, this time in North Cotabato, Ermita said. 

“This new law enhances the safety and do- 
mestic security of our country by giving us more 
legal power to prosecute those who commit any 
acts of terror on our people,” he said. 

Under the law, the crime of terrorism in gen- 
eral covers piracy or mutiny on the high seas; 
rebellion or insurrection; coup d'etat, including 
acts committed by private persons; murder; 
Kidnapping and serious illegal detention; and 
crimes involving destruction, such as arson. 

‘The law defines terrorism as a criminal act 
that “causes widespread and extraordinary 
fear and panic among the populace.” 


Bugging allowed 

The law allows surveillance and wiretap- 
ping of the private communications of terror 
suspects, provided authority is obtained from 
the Court of Appeals. 

‘The crime of terrorism is punishable by 40 
years imprisonment without parole. Anyone 
accused of terrorism but who is later acquit- 
ted is entitled to P500,000 in damages for ev- 
ery day he is detained, 

‘Marine spokesperson Lt. Col. Ariel Caculi- 
tan said a possible fine could hinder counter- 
terrorism operations. 

“It gives you second thoughts about arrest- 
ing certain targeted terrorists,” he said. 

Waving their fists, the protesters from 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) and 
its allies used a permit given toa group calling 
for the release of former President Joseph 
Estrada to march to Mendiola. 


Lim let them through 

Initially they were stopped by policemen 
under Supt. Antonio Decano near the Univer- 
sity of the East but allowed to proceed upon. 
Mayor Alfredo Lim's orders. 

Metal-wire barricades prevented the 
protesters from going farther to Centro Esco- 
lar University. 

Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes Jr. 
said his group would file a petition in the 
Supreme Court tomorrow questioning the 
constitutionality of the HSA. 

“The law violates due process because of 
warrantless arrest, prolonged detention with- 
out charges, and it gives too much power to 
the Anti-Terror Council,” he said. 

The petition will also seek a temporary restrain- 
ing order on the implementation of the HSA. 

“The terror law is the single biggest threat 
to our basic freedoms and civil liberties. We 
hope the high court can help the people de- 
feat this terrible legal monstrosity," he said. 


More protests planned 

Reyes said protests against the HSA would. 
intensify until President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
State of the Nation Address on July 23. 

Shouting ‘Junk HSA,” more than 100 Fil- 
ipinos yesterday also picketed the Philippine 
Consulate in Hong Kong. 

Members of the United Filipinos in Hong 
Kong (Unifil-HK), Migrante International, 
Gabriela and their allied organizations held 
the rally as part of internationally coordinat- 
ed protests against the HSA. 

Other protest actions were also held in Aus- 
tralia, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan, Unifil 
leaders said. 

“Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's desperation to 
wipe out forces opposing her government has 
reached even more vicious heights with this 
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‘If you're terrorist, we will crush yow 


new martial law-type antiterrorism 
act,” said Dolores Balladares, Unifil 
chair. 

‘The Hong Kong protesters said the 
HSA was enacted even as the govern- 
ment failed to stop political killings and 
forced disappearances of activists criti- 
calof the Arroyo administration. 

Eman Villanueva, Unifil secretary 


the signs of the times 


general, said the protesters would re- 
turn next Sunday to hold a bigger pick- 
etagainst the antiterror law. 

"The series of protest actions in Hong 
Kong is expected to culminate with a 
demonstration on Sept. 23 to mark the 
anniversary of the declaration of mar- 
tial law by the late President Ferdinand 
Marcos on Sept. 21, 1972. 


A human rights advocate in the 
House of Representatives has filed a bill 
that may allay fears of abuse in the im- 
plementation of the HSA. 

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, one of 
whose brothers disappeared during 
Marcos’ martial law regime, said his 
proposed bill would protect the civil lib- 
erties and human rights of persons who 


PX 


are arrested for a crime or who are un- 
der "custodial interrogation." 

‘Lagman’s proposal defines the crime 
of torture as inflicting undue pain to se- 
cure information or a confession from 
one who is under interrogation or de- 
tention. With reports from Norman 
Bordadora in Manila, Philip C. 
Tubeza in Hong Kong, and AP 


Discover the pleasant experience of banking with Premiere Ba 


S 


On our 47th year of serving Filipino communities, a new 
energy will be felt across the Premiere Bank network. And with 
this driving force, a new look will be seen in our branches. 


A new look that means better facilities and even better service for 
our clients. This new chapter in the long history of Premiere Bank 
opens up the opportunity to introduce our commercial and 

consumer loans, new products and services. 


All designed with the objective of helping build more businesses 
and improve more lives. 


new vision, new energy 


Premiere Bank 


main office EDSA cor. Magallanes Drive, Makati City 
tels 852-3546 © 852-3548 to 50 * 852-3526 t0 29 


parol ANIME, ANAURENS 


ee | 


~ E a RT 


= 
pe 


Subscribe for ONLY PhP 2,777 /monthi FREE 15-Day trial! 


Visit us at UAND 


n 


g the 1st web-based payroll 


h “ 


Payrallpinas.com 


a ^. Wivw.payrolipinas.com 


s 


ISSN 
0116-2642 


Pit of despair 


HE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION'S INITIAL RE- 

I sponse to the unprovoked ambush of Marines con- 

ducting a search-and-rescue operation in Basilan 

last Tuesday, and the gory beheadings that followed it, 

has been measured, nuanced and above all firm. The pub- 
lic should give it its unmistakable, unqualified support. 

Instead of ordering an immediate retaliation against 
the gang of decapitators, both admi, 
istration officials and the military top 
brass have employed a strategy of de- 
liberation. We do not think this act of will—for surely it 
requires an enormous amount of individual and institu- 
tional will power to subsume a sense of outrage under a 
sense of restraint—is a sign of weakness. On the contrary, 
we think it allows the government to respond to the July 
10 massacre from a position of strength, and with some 
hope of salvaging the peace talks with the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front. 

The strategy is best summed up in a well-turned decla- 
ration from President Macapagal-Arroyo. “We will run af- 
ter those who killed our Marines, but we will not run 
away from the peace talks,” the President said the other 
day. 

“Running after” the perpetrators means both undertak- 
ing the necessary military preparations (unlike those who 
have immediately called.for blood, the soldiers who will 
return to the Albarka area in Basilan can lose their lives, 
especially in insufficiently planned missions) and forcing 
the MILF to surrender the decapitators to the criminal 
justice system. AFP Chief of Staff Hermogenes Esperon 
has asked the government peace panel to demand that 
the MILE through the Coordinating Committee for the 
Cessation of Hostilities, “bring us the perpetrators of the 
crime who are their members.” The military is giving the 
MILF one week to comply. Now these measured steps do 
not strike us as irresolute or directionless. 

“Not running away" means using the grievance mecha- 
nisms already in place, and leveraging all that has been 
gained in years of on-again, off-again negotiations to 
bring the country closer to, not farther away from, an ef- 
fective peace agreement. It is our sense that, in the last 
few years, the military leadership has learned to accept 
the wisdom of a peace deal as the lasting solution to the. 
Moro separatist crisis. (Among other things, a peace 
agreement on the lines of the 1997 accord with the Moro 
National Liberation Front will allow the Armed Forces to 
deploy most of its forces against the communist insurgen- 
cy) 

Striking the balance between the two imperatives out- 
lined in the President's declaration is a difficult act; this is 
where supportive public opinion comes in, It can help 
steady the administration's hand, and in the process show 
the country the way out of the pit of despair. 


Summit of hope 


OR AN ALTOGETHER DIFFERENT REASON, THE 

Armed Forces will also be in the limelight at the 

Manila Hotel today, when the Supreme Court con- 
venes the “national consultative summit on extrajudicial 
killings and enforced disappearances.” Fairly or not, the 
military—or at least some secret units in the AFP—has 
been perceived to be behind most of the killings and dis- 
appearances. We can expect AFP Chief of Staff Hermo- 
genes Esperon, who accepted the high court's invitation 
to participate in the summit, to vigorously deny any mili- 
tary involvement. 

It doesn’t matter, at least as far as the objectives of this 
unprecedented consultation are concerned. 

The idea behind the two-day summit is to involve as 
many institutions haunted by the specter of killings and 
disappearances in what the Supreme Court organizers 
call the search for solutions. One solution is a daring ex- 
periment: a revision of the Rules of Court to offer victims 
or their families alternative remedies under the law, in a 
rare exercise of the high court’s new constitutional power 
to promulgate rules “concerning the protection and en- 
forcement of constitutional rights.” 

‘To be sure, greater cooperation from the military will 
strengthen any rule-based solution. In today’s summit, 
Esperon has the opportunity to remind the public that it is 
the heroes who died in Basilan, not the renegades who 
operate in secrecy, who truly define the AFP. 
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IN THE SENATE, SEN. AQUILINO PIMENTEL 
-J has given up the fight for the Senate presi- 
dency. His son, Aquilino Pimentel III, has lost 
the fight in the Commission on Elections for 
the last slot in the new Senate. But the fight 
will continue in the Senate Electoral Tribunal. 

In the House, Rep. Jose de Venecia Jc is al- 
ready claiming victory inthe fight for the Speak- 
ership. His son, Jose de Venecia II, is riding on 
the coattails of his father in opposing the nation- 
al broadband network (NBN) deal forged by the 
Philippine government with ZTE of China in or- 
der to push a competing broadband proposal of a 
‘company he co-founded, Amsterdam Holdings 
Inc. (AHI). JDV III wants AHI to replace ZTE as 
provider of the government's NBN needs. 

IDV is seeing a mirage in his claimed victory, 
said supporters of his rival for the Speakership, 
Rep. Pablo Garcia of Cebu. And JDV IIl and his 
father may face prison terms for graft and cor- 
ruption, say legal luminaries. They see JDV 
Is actions as scandalous use of his father’s in- 
fluence as a four-term Speaker. The Anti-Graft 
and Corrupt Practices Act bars the three top of- 
ficials of the government (the President, Sen- 
ate president, and Speaker of the House) from 
“directly or indirectly interfering” in govern- 
ment projects and contracts 

"The son carries the name of the father, and 
the name alone is enough to make lesser gov. 
ernment functionaries cringe [in fear] when 
faced with a proposal for a government con- 
tract coming from this son,” said Congressman 
Garcia, JDV's chief rival. 

“The scandalous situation of Jose de Venecia 
III going around seeking a government con- 
tract and attacking a deal already awarded by 
the government is immoral. We must have a 
Speaker without a troubling issue hanging 
over his head,” he said. 

-JDV should first settle the question of moral 
ascendancy that had been raised against him 
because of his son's angling for a government 
project before he aspires for a fifth term as 
Speaker, Garcia added. 

I don't know about the NBN proposals but 
both of them, to me, should be thrown into the 


FRANKLY, I CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY 
Miguel Zubiri wants to win a place in the Sen- 
ate in these circumstances. That is of course 
merely a rhetorical way of putting it. I do know 
why he does, but it has nothing to do with 
things fathomable by reason. It has to do only 
with the same things associated with the cur- 
rent head of state: ambition, unscrupulous- 
ness, greed. 

1 can understand the capacity for barefaced 
wrongdoing among Zubir’s older counter- 
parts, elected or non-elected, like the congress- 
men who killed the impeachment bid or the 
crackpots who are mounting a reign of terror 
in the guise of the antiterror law. This is the 
end of the line for them. They have nowhere 
else to go. They have to make their last stand, 
make hay while the sun shines, go into the void 
fighting and kicking—three mixed metaphors 
for the same mixed-up nastiness they do. Des- 
peration may not be the natural prerogative of 
the old, but it is atleast their natural habitat. 

Zubiri is still young. And though he did not 
particularly distinguish himself as a congress- 
man, notwithstanding ponderous resumé, 
complete with Technicolor markers, that he 
gave out during the campaign—the iseambays 
in my neighborhood can produce thicker ones, 
including in them the accomplishment of be- 
ing born—he has the clean-shaven good looks 
to buoy up the hopes of Gen X or ¥ or Z. Not 
quite incidentally, he did admit he was one of 
the biggest spenders in the campaign, spend- 
ing more than the allowable limit for ads on TV 
and print. His excuse was that it was impera- 
tive for him to apprise the public of his feats, as 
though that did not apply to the other candi- 
dates, and that he was the least of the big 
spenders, as though being a minor-league law- 
breaker vitiated the law-breaking. 

Zubiri is still young, and has the whole 
world ahead of him. If he had conceded the 
elections, as he should have by everything that 
we hold dear as a people, or used to, which in- 
cludes decency, fair play, and plain not being 
kapalmuks, he could have run in 2010 again 
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wastebasket. The ZTE contract papers signed 
in China by representatives of both countries 
are missing. Nobody knows for sure the terms 
of the contract. How can you implement a con- 
tract like that? 

On the other hand, the proposal being 
pushed by JDV III, besides being scandalously 
immoral and perhaps illegal, is to give a multi- 
billion-peso contract to a new company with a 
capitalization of P11.7 million, something that 
is eliciting laughs in the telecom sector. 

“What's De Venecia putting up, an Interner 
café?” asked a telecom executive. “That kind of 
money is not even enough to keep a shopping 
mall-based café operation for three months. And 
itwon't buy him even a single broadband tower" 

Now for the Speakership of the House. 
JDV has been Speaker for four terms al- 
ready, and he still wants an unprecedented 
fifth term! What has he done during those 
four terms? 

Under JDV the reputation of the House 
has sunk so low that you can hardly distin- 
guish the Batasan building and the denizens 
who occupy it from the stinking garbage of 
the dump that surrounds it. It was unde 
JDV that the House tried to railroad an uñ- 
constitutional proposal to change the Cón- 
stitution that the people did not want. 

All for what? For the good of the country? 
No, for the good only of JDV His burning am- 
bition is to be Chief Executive of the Philip- 
pines. He ran for President but was so buried 
in a landslide of votes for his rival, Joseph 
Estrada, that he almost disappeared. Know- 
ing he can never be President, he wants to 
change our government into a parliamentary 
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with much goodwill from the public to blow 
his sails like a benign wind. If he had conceded 
the 12th spot, as he should have by everything 
tha history decrees to be true and self-evident, 
the most truthful and self-evident of all being 
that tyrannies end and end badly for those that 
mount them, he might have lost a battle but 
won a war. 

As it is, well, Zubiri is still young, but he has 
grown even older than Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Luis Villafuerte, if such is possible. Or he is still 
young, but only in the sense of Dorian Gray, a 
‘vampiric youth that belies crumbling age. The 
students in schools, particularly those in college, 
keep asking for speeches and talks that put out 
before them examples of people, notably youth 
like themselves, to follow or emulate. Well, that 
should be easier now, if only in the negative 
sense: Just give them an example of what not to 
follow or emulate—one that should carry a label. 
not unlike the titles of movies of yore, like "Im- 
moral,” “Huwag Tularan” and “Ipagbawal.” 

Before the Maguindanao votes were opened 
some weeks ago, Zubiri said airily that he was 
prepared to accept defeat if those votes would 
show him to have lost, but was Koko Pimentel 
ready to do the same? Well, easy to say you'll 
accept defeat if there is no way in hell you can 
lose, no thanks to luck or capability. If Zubiri 
was truly prepared to accept defeat, he should 
have accepted defeat there and then. 

Those votes are the “Hello Garci” votes of 
the 2007 elections. They are not votes, they are 
blights. Any vote manufactured by Lintang 
Bedol, counted by Benjamin Abalos, certified 
by the Comelec and affirmed by GMA is as be- 
lievable as any anti-terrorism campaign manu- 
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system whose Chief Executive would be a 
prime minister elected not by the people but 
by his fellow members of Parliament. 

‘This is the expertise of JDV, to wheel and 
deal and coax his fellow legislators to elect. 
him as their leader. That is how he was able 
to become Speaker for four terms; he is an 
expert in forming coalitions; gullible con- 
gressmen are putty in his hands. So if the 
people will not vote for him to be their Chief 
Executive, he will have his zombies in Parlia- 
ment elect him Prime Minister. If he cannot 
enter Malacafiang through the front door, he 
will break in through the back door, 

So, do we want a man with a record like 
this to be Speaker one more time? 

Make him Speaker again and he will try 
again to change our Constitution and our 
government to benefit himself. This man 
never gives up. 

Smuggling happens only in the dark of night 
in far-flung beaches, right? Wrong. Smuggling 
happens right in our ports, in broad daylight, 
right inside the Bureau of Customs. Take the 
case of the smuggling of wheat flour. 

Aiko Shine Fabric Inc. brought in nine con- 
tainer vans of wheat flour last April. Alert in- 
spectors of the Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry (PCCI) and Federation of 
Philippine Industries (FPI) noticed the discrep- 
ancy in weight. Instead of the usual 25 kg per 
bag, Aiko Shines documents purportedly 
showed that their import weighed only 8 kg per 
bag. So together with BOC personnel, POCI in- 
spectors opened a container van of the import- 
ed flour and, lo and behold, the bags of flour 
clearly showed "25 kg” printed on each bag. 

But before the PCCI/FPI personnel could get 
the authorities to seize the shipment, four of 
the nine containers were slipped out of the cus- 
toms zone. When Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales called the examiners to ex- 
plain how the commodity was slipped out, no 
one could explain. Suddenly, everyone had 
clean hands. But I tell you, there are a lot of 
dirty souls out there. 


factured by Juan Ponce Enrile, carried out by 
Norberto Gonzales, interpreted by Raul Gon- 
zalez and affirmed by GMA. Indeed any vote 
that claims the life of a Musa Dimasidsing is as 
acceptable as any anti-terror campaign that 
claims the life ofa Jonas Burgos. 

Those votes may be entered into the records 
of the elected only in the same way that a bull's 
leavings may be entered among the dishes ona 
buffer table. 

The question in fact is not whether Zubiri is 
prepared to accept defeat if Bedol's votes show 
him to have lost. The question is whether he is 
prepared to go to jail for them when this 
regime is over, as all tyrannies will be over by 
explosion or implosion. The question is 
whether he is prepared to share a jail with 
Bedol and every public official who can, and 
must, be prosecuted the way Erap has been 
prosecuted for his sins, when this reign of ter- 
Tor is gone, as all reigns of terror go—or lets 
stop believing in heaven and hell. 

Indeed, the question is whether he is pre- 
pared to live a living hell before the final retri- 
bution, while being deluded enough to think it 
is heaven, the object of sufferance by his peers, 
the object of ridicule of the gallery, and the ob- 
ject of opprobrium of the citizenry. Antonio 
Trillanes did say he wouldn't abide a cheat as 
his seatmate, a consummation he might very 
well get in the bitterly ironic sense of continu- 
ing to languish in jail while Zubiri takes Pi- 
‘mentel’s seat in the Senate. Zubiri has threat- 
ened to file a libel case against him for that 
statement, uttered outside the protection of 
the privilege speech, as for other statements 
questioning his right to walk among the 
anointed. Well, feel free to include me in that 
suit too because I will recognize only 11 new 
senators in the Senate. I consider it my privi- 
lege as a free man (which will not stop in and 
with jail) to say those things. 

Xt does not profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and loses his soul? It profits a man even 
less ifhe gains a Senate seat and carries a name 
that will henceforth only rhyme with Kadiri. 
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LAST WEEK I DEFINED COMMAND RESPONSI- 
bility simply as the responsibilty of military com- 
manders for war crimes and abuses committed by 
subordinate members of the armed forces or oth- 
er persons subject to their control, and as essen- 
tially an omission offense—that i, a failure of the 
‘commander to prevent or punish subordinates 
for their unlawful acts. 

Recent jurisprudence, especially decisions aris- 
ing from trials of commanders under the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
ICTY), has attempted to refine the requirements 
for command responsibility on the basis of Proto- 
col I to the Geneva Conventions. Decisions enu- 
merate three elements, namely (i the existence of 
‘a superior-subordinate relationship; (i) that the 
superior knew or had reason to know that the 
criminal act was about to be or had been commit- 
ted; and (if) that the superior failed to take the 
necessary and reasonable measures to prevent the 
criminal act or punish the perpetrator. 

‘What do these elements mean? 

First, what must the superior-subordinate rela- 
tionship be? The superior can be military or civil- 
ian. The authority can be de jure or de facto. twas 
necessary to state this in the ICTY cases because 
in conflict situations, such as in the former Yu- 
goslavia where formal structures of command 
had broken down, those who were effectively in 
command with power to prevent and punish 
crimes committed by persons under their control 
but without formal appointment, could be held 
responsible for failure to do so. 

‘Second, what must the mental state of the su- 
perior be? The Trial Chamber in the ICTY cases 
held that a superior possesses the necessary 
knowledge to incur liability where: “(1) he had 
actual knowledge, established through direct or 
circumstantial evidence, that his subordinates 
were committing or about 40 commit crimes re- 
ferred to under Article 2 to 5 of the Statute, or (2) 
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where he had in his possession information of a 
nature, which atleast, would put him on notice of 
the risk of such offenses by indicating the need f 
additional investigation in order to ascertain 
whether such crimes were committed or were 
about to be committed by his subordinates.” 

‘A Commission of Experts explained further 
that the commander's state of knowledge could 
take one of the following forms: “(a) actual 
knowledge, (b) such serious personal dereliction 
on the part of the commander as to constitute 
willful and wanton disregard of the possible con- 
sequences, or (c) an imputation of constructive 
knowledge, that is, despite pleas to the contrary, 
the commander, under facts and circumstances of 
the particular case, must have known of the of- 
fenses charged and acquiesced therein.” 

The third element requires personal derelic- 
tion on the part of the superior. A legal duty rests 
upon all superiors to take all necessary and rea- 
sonable measures to prevent the commission of 
offenses or to punish perpetrators. But superiors 
cannot be held responsible for having failed to do 
the impossible. 

Al this is now part of customary international 
law for situations of either international or inter- 
nal conflict. And since the Philippines, through its 
Constitution, adopts the generally accepted prin- 
ciples of international law as part ofthe law of the 
land, this customary law is now part of domestic 
Jaw Thus, in the context of the current continuing 
internal conflict, can this be the basis for institut- 


ing prosecution of superiors whose subordinates 
may be found responsible for extra-judicial 
killings and other military abuses? 

Experts on criminal law and procedure cen 
probably make a case for prosecuting on the basis 
not only of current international law jurispru- 
dence but also on some penal provisions in our sys- 
tem. Moreover, one of the reasons the Chief Justice 
has for calling the current Summit on extra-judi- 
cial killings is for people to get together to look in- 
to the possibility of reformulating the Rules of 
Court to enable government to give greater protec- 
tion to human rights. There is, after all in the Con- 
stitution a provision rarely adverted to which says 
that the Court shall promulgate rules “concerning 
the protection and enforcement of constitutional 
rights." As Commissioner (now Justice) Adolf Az- 
cuna and former Chief Justice Roberto Concepcion 
said during the deliberations of the Constitutional 
Commission, this provision, not contained in pre- 
vious Constitutions, has been added to emphasize 
“that constitutional rights are not merely declara- 
tory but also enforceable.” 

Recently the Supreme Court set up special 
courts to hear, try and decide cases involving 
killings of political activists and members of the 
media. If these courts are to apply the principle of 
command responsibility, what would they need? 
‘The cases that will come to them will not be bread 
and butter cases they are used to dealing with. 
When you consider how contentious our society 
is, efforts should be made to facilitate the work of 
judges. This can be done through clearer guide- 
lines added to the current Rules of Court and es- 
pecially through a bill more clearly implementing 
command responsibility. I suggest that the Presi- 
dent be urged to certify such a bill as urgent. 
Moreover, it may also be necessary to review the 
current Military Code to make sure that it incor- 
porates command responsiblity as it stands in 
current humanitarian law jurisprudence. 


Inhuman Insecurity Acts 


IT 1S IRONIC THAT WHILE THE SUPREME 
Court led by Chief Justice Reynato S. Puno con- 
venes today a two-day multi-sectoral summit to 
tackle the worsening problem of extrajudicial 
killings and forced disappearances involving 
members of militant groups, journalists, lawyers 
and church people, among others, Republic Act 
No. 9372 or the so-called Human Security Act of 
2007 (HSA) took effect yesterday. 

Despite widespread calls from the influential 
CBCP and other church groups, the academe, 
some senators and congressmen and civil society 
groups, the Arroyo administration is pushing for 
its immediate implementation, never mind the 
absence of clear implementing rules and guide- 
lines. After reading the provisions of RA 9372, 1 
am convinced that this is a draconian act that 
runs counter to the libertarian spirit of the 1987 
Constitution, 

As itis, itis not surprising that many of our 
people are still in the dark as to the harsh implica- 
tions of the antiterror law. During a roundtable 
discussion last Friday sponsored by the IBP Davao 
City and the Union of Peoples Lawyers in Min- 
danao (UPLM), participants however agreed that 
a number of "our laws, civil and political rights” 
will be “sacrificed on the so-called altar of [the] 
war on terrorism.” 

There is no reason to fear, officials of the Arroyo 
‘administration claim. Yet, with the propensity of the 
same officials to twist and misinterpret legal and 
constitutional provisions inthe past, their empty as- 
surances convinced people all the more that there. 
are indeed lots of things to worry about. The insecu- 
rity of our civil liberties is growing. 

"This growing apprehension was also shared by 
lawyer Jesus Quitain, a retired Davao RTC judge, 
who wrote in the Mindanao Times: "The govern- 
ment believes that terrorists are plotting to harm 
us and that to fight this threat requires a reduc- 
tion of our civil liberties. The question is: should 
the people sacrifice their liberties in exchange for 
security and if so, where do we draw the line? 
‘Compromises are dangerous." 


‘The incident in Basilan that resulted in the 


LAST SATURDAY, THE COMMISSION ON ELEC- 
tions proclaimed Jose Miguel Zubiri a senator of 
the Republic. I believe that those of us who have 
been his critics—or, to be precise, we who have 
been highly critical of the circumstances sur- 
rounding his election—should take the lead in 
wishing him well. Regardless of the circum- 
stances under which he has finally come to as- 
‘sume a seat in the Senate, one can only hope he 
will aspire to statesmanship in the performance 
of his duties. Belonging to an overwhelmingly 
dismal admi ration senatorial slate, from the 
very start, Zubiri was one of the few candidates 
who showed any signs of potential to begin with. 

There are times when Zubiri is capable of 
speaking candidly. When he does, he demon- 
strates a self-awareness that is rather unusual 
among our politicians. These characteristics 
should be encouraged. 

‘One such occasion was soon after election day, 
when he admitted that his candidacy and those of 
his fellow candidates in the administration coali- 
tion had been hurt by their association with the 
President, and the behavior of the administration. 
officials who tried to target mayors Jejomar Bi- 
nay of Makati and Jesse Robredo of Naga City. 
‘Another occasion was soon after the Supreme 
Court ended up evenly split on the question of 
mentel the Younger's Maguindanao election peti- 
tion. Zubiri said the controversies surrounding 
his election would continue to haunt him, and re- 
main a political liability. 

Zubiri is in the position of Teodoro de Vera who 
was proclaimed a senator by the Comelec in 1949, 
and who then took a seat in the Senate. The elec- 
tions ofthat year were one of the most controversial 
in our electoral history; it was the year places like 
Lanao gained the kind of notoriety we were freshly 
reminded of last May. De Vera was supposed to 
serve in the Senate until 1955, but on March 29, 
1952, the Senate Electoral Tribunal ruled that the 

etl winner had been Claro M. Reco. 
On April 3, 1953, Recto finally t¢sumed his seat 
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death of 14 Marines, a number of whom were al 
so mutilated, has again stirred a heated debate, 
even among civil society groups and peace advo- 
cates. Meanwhile, hawkish elements, both in and 
out of the government, are using the killings as an 
excuse to call for the scrapping of the on-and-off 
peace talks between the GRP and the MILF and to 
declare the latter a “terrorist organization” under 
the antiterror law. 

Let me share here the thoughts of lawyer Zen 
Malang, an active Moro peace advocate, on the is- 
sue 

“join Black & White's condemnation but with 
a reminder that we must be prepared to condemn 
any and all acts of barbarity and cruelty. Revul- 
sion at one atrocity while ignoring another will 
not serve the cause of peace and will only encour- 
age repetitions of such tragic incidents, bearing 
in mind always that one person's barbarity may 
be another person's revenge. 

“A related incident that's not been getting as 
much media and public attention—in fact belat- 
ed and minimal—as the beheading of the Philip- 
pine Marines is the reported mutilation of an 
imam in the same village earlier on the day of the 
encounter. How we react to both incidents or 
ANY incident involving violations of rights of 
ANY person coming from ANY faith will deter- 
mine if communal relations between Muslims 
and Christians in this part of the world can look 
forward to a positive future. 

"Sharing with you below my thoughts on inter- 

and intra-communal dialogue and how it is im- 
pacted by the issue of ‘terrorism.’ The argument I 
have always put forth in all my private and public 
statements is that awareness by Filipinos of what 
Moros are doing to ostracize those who would 
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in the Senate. This seemed to be a period when, 
despite the disgraceful conduct of elections, elec- 
toral protests had a chance. Recto's vindication in 
the Senate was contemporaneous with about nine 
cases of congressmen being unseated due to elec- 
toral protests in the years 1951-53. 

‘When people quote the saying that possession is 
nine-tenths of the law, what they really mean is 
thar it’s very much harder to obtain justice when 
the other side enjoys the presumption of legality 
‘This is why the fight for the 12th slot in the recent- 
ly elected crop of senators has been so bitterly con- 
tested, Itis much easier to prevent a miscarriage of 
Justice than itis to rectify it after one side has come 
to possess political office. And yet, as Zubiri him- 
self has candidly pointed out, while he and his sup- 
porters obviously take pride in his victory it is a 
Victory that is hard to savor, because it has been so 
morally, though not legally, diminished. 

Most of all, Zubir is in possession of a position 
that remains contested. And it will remain contest- 
ed until the Senate Electoral Tribunal makes a final 
decision on the matter—unless Pimentel the 
‘Younger declines to file a protest (which is improba- 
ble). So long as he remains a duly proclaimed sena- 
tor, however, Zubiri will sit in the Senate, participate 
in any investigations that will occur (though the 
probability that any meaty investigations will take 
place has diminished, for now, because of the new 
"majority" that has been created) and in the draft- 
ing and consideration of legislation. At the very 
least, all sides should take Zubiri at his word, when 
he says he will work doubly hard to prove that his 
critics misgivings about him are misguided. 


misuse islam may perhaps reduce the resentment 
arising from the perceived acquiescence of the 
latter to atrocities committed in the name of Is- 
Jam. That awareness in turn may move Filipinos 
to join the Moros calls for respect for their rights 
and reduce their resentment at the former's per- 
ceived acquiescence to violations thereof. 

"A common statement among Moro human 
rights advocates is that if the national public de- 
voted as much news coverage and op-eds to atroci 
ties committed against them, the pages of all the 
broadsheets from front to back won't be enough. 
For instance, the kidnapping of Fr. Bossi in Zam- 
boanga Sibugay has been occupying the front 
pages for weeks now and has been rightly con- 
demned by people of all faiths. But for years now, 
imams and ustadzes from Zamboanga Peninsula 
to Davao Peninsula have been ‘disappearing’ with 
nary a footnote in the national consciousness. 

“Though clearly tragic, the latest Basilan inci- 
dent offers us another opportunity to look at the 
larger picture, examine the roots of the conflict in 
Mindanao, and not take the beheading of the 
Marines in isolation from all the incidents of 
physical, political, economic and cultural vio- 
ence during the 100 years of the Moros’ incorpo- 
ration in the Philippine republic. 

“Incidentally, Cito Beltran in his column 
asked ‘how much longer before those who mourn 
[for the Marines] will turn against the ‘Muslims’ 
in Metro Manila? Such a rhetorical question as 
well as the strong statements that came from 
some of our kagalang-galang na congressmen 
and senators forebodes a slippery slope and the 
only way we can prevent tis if we are able to look 
at the Basilan incidents in the context of the total- 
ity of past and present events in Mindanao. 

“For the longest time, Metro Manila saw no 
need to examine the conflict with a critical eye 
and read between the lines of events in Mindanao 
as reported. It is high time it does so. I am of 
course preaching to the converted here. Perhaps, 
we just need to spread that message.” 

Comments at kar_laws@yahoo.com or kar- 
los 23@hotmail.com 


Unlike the other two administration candidates 
elected to the Senate, Zubiri after all isn’t living 
out his sunset years. He isn't at the tail end of a ca- 
reer in politics, he is at the end of the beginning. I 
don't think anyone seriously expects the Senate 
Electoral Tribunal to resolve anything within one 
or two years, or even five; therefore we have what 
we have, and what we have is a Senator Zubiri: 
who has admitted that he will continue to be 
known as the Distinguished Gentleman from 
Bukidnon and Maguindanao for a long time to 
come. Only he, through legislation that makes a 
repeat of this years messy elections impossible, 
can tum a term of scorn into a badge of pride. 

As has been the case so often in recent years, de- 
termining the political fate of one person has end- 
ed up tarnishing all the institutions involved in 
that person's election. Tony Abaya has called the 
Comelec a “toothless tiger” but it is worse than 
that, its proven itself a Palace pet; he also damned 
the administration's handling of the Mindanao 
elections, comparing it to “a 97-Ib weakling which 
does not have the nerve or the guts to impose its 
writ,” but I would go further in suggesting it never 
even bothered to try to summon the political will 
to hold credible elections, period. 

Local governments, acclaimed by the President 
as a partner in progress, a force for stability and 
an engine of modernity, and which basked in that 
presidential acclamation, has been proven a sim- 
ple collection of warlords, crooks and subverters 
of the electoral process. The police and military 
have proven more highly partisan and politicized 
than ever. 

Even the Supreme Court, so often in recent 
years the institution of last resort in a misgoverned 
and ungovernable republic, in the end split evenly 
‘on what to do about Maguindanao, and therefore 
achieved paralysis through analysis, Not since the 
Supreme Court of a generation ago waffed in 
Javellana v Executive Secretary, and thus ratified 
martial law, has the public interest been so ill- 
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THE HEADLINE OF YESTERDAY'S INQUIRER IS A BIT 
puzzling—"Home are the heroes." Our Marines have always 
been home. They were killed in their homeland fighting for 
their homeland. Just because their bodies have been brought 
to Metro Manila does not mean that they have been away 
from the country. Perhaps the headline reflects the view of 
imperial Manila 

We join the nation in mourning the death of 14 Marines 
Killed in the ambush 
im Basilan. Our 
hears and prayers 
go out to their loved 
ones in this time of 


tragedy and sorrow. 


Ramon 

There are some J, Farolan 

difficult questions 

that have to be asked in the wake of what has been described 
as “the most shocking debacle in years" suffered by the 
Marines who, along with the Scout Rangers ofthe Philippine 
‘Army, have long been considered the elite fighting units of 
the AFB 

First, where was the air suppory during the 10-hour fire 
fight which started at 10 in the morning? 

For the information of our readers, the PAF has one Tacti- 
cal Operations Wing (TOC) covering the whole of Min- 
danao. This wing—the 3rd TOC—is actually headquartered 
at the Edwin Andrews Air Base (EAAB) in Zamboanga City 
but its units are located in Cotabato, Davao and Cagayan de 
Oro covering Eastern Mindanao. Other units covering West 
er Mindanao are based in Jolo, Sanga-Sánga and Zamboan- 
gaCiy. 

The aircraft that responded to the call for support when 
the ambush took place were those from the EAAB consist 
ing of MG-520 Defenders, Huey choppers and OV-10 Bron 
co gunships. The helicopters reached the scene of the con- 
flict but were unable to contact the ground elements be 
cause of poor communication facilities and therefore re 
turned to base. According to reliable sources, this was the 
first instance of a failure of communications between air 
and ground units in the South. I was also informed that the 
ground fighting was so intense and at close range that evan 
with functioning air-ground communications, it would 
have been dangerous to apply any firepower into the con: 
flict for fear of hitting friendly elements. The OV-10s were 
not utilized for the same reason; by afternoon, bad weather 
made it impossible to carry out any kind of rescue mission. 

As with the mortar duds that have been the subject of me 
dia reporting, the issue of malfunctioning air-ground coin 
munications should also be looked into closely to prevent 
repetition of similar problems. Somehow, I am reminded cl 
billions of AFP modernization funds that have never been a 
counted for properly. 

Second, who was the commander of the unit involved in 
the movement to and from the objective? Were proper proce 
dures for tactical movements observed throughout the de 
ployment considering that the unit would be operating in + 
called “MILF controlled territory"? Was there a failure of in 
telligence? 

Third, what reinforcements were available that could 
have responded to the calls for support by the beleaguered 
unit? Were the ambushed Marines the only military force on 
the island or were there other units in the vicinity? Consider 
ing that the firefight lasted 10 hours, responding unit 
should have been able to reach the Marines and even giv. 
chase to the attackers. 

Fourth, the issue of so-called “MILF-controlled areas 
within Philippine territory must once and forall be settled. 

Why should the Philippine government recognize MILI 
control and jurisdiction over certain portions of the nation: 
al territory? One reason being given for the MILF attack on 
the Marines is that our troops entered “MILF territory” 
without proper coordination. Since when did the AFP have 
to coordinate with an illegal group in order to operate in 
the country? 

The recent outbreak is a reminder that this long-playing 
conflict—like the Israeli-Palestinian dispute and the Indo- 
Pakistani war over Kashmir—is not any closer to a solu 
tion regardless of how many peace talks are being con 
ducted or how many peace documents have been signed. 
The last one was sealed and signed at Malacafiang a fei 
years ago amid much pomp and publicity with the pres 
ence of foreign dignitaries led by the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference secretary general. Now, nobody ie 
members what it was all about. The MNLF leader then was 
Nur Misuari and he is now in jail facing all kinds of 
charges although the government appears to be treating 
him with kid gloves. 

Yesterday it was the MNLE Today it is the MILE A few 
years from now, a different acronym will be used but the 
fight will continue over the same issues. 

‘Our readers should be reminded of a few things concern 
ing the MILE The late Gen. Arturo Enrile, a former AFP chief 
of staff, once said: "The MILF has a one-track mind. It not on 
ly wants Mindanao for itself, it wants to turn the island into. 
an Islamic state.” This is true today as it was more than 10 
years ago. 

"We should also remember the lesson of Camp Abubakar 
located in Maguindanao. For years, because of the desire to 
keep the MILF rebels at the peace table, the national leader 
ship allowed them to maintain Camp Abubakar as an exclu 
sive enclave for their forces, The camp was virtually un- 
touchable with heavily armed checkpoints controlling entry 
and exit into Abubakar. It was off-limits to Philippine official 
dom, both military and civilian. 

"When we allowed the MILF to run Abubakar, it was taken 
as a sign of weakness, as an indication that we were soft and 
would accept any arrangement for the sake of peace. In re 
sponse, the MILF moved to strengthen its position while 
making a mockery of the peace process. 

One of the sensible developments during former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada's stay in office was the order to re-occu: 
py and dismantle Camp Abubakar and restore government 
control over the area. 

In the light of so-called MILF-controlled territories, I am 
reminded of the term “failed state.” A state remains strong 
if it maintains a monopoly on the legitimate use of physical 
force within its borders. When this is broken by the pres- 
ence of warlords, militias or terrorists, the existence of the 
state becomes dubious and is in danger of becoming a 
failed state. One definition of a failed state is a weak state in. 
which the central government has little practical control 
over portions of its territory. We are close to becoming such 
astare. 
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THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE And the fact that the Supreme system. Abuses by the government ee: hr Mp am Dd e iud Papper Peine ‘ways to 

June 25 editorial "Puno't dulo." Court has taken so much time to and lawless elements are the di- I Vi i "'s bid Dazo said that after reading my In fact, the Energy Regulatory 

There is grave injustice when amend its rules to expedite the rect results ofa static leadership in s Villar uerlewoxesiicwsrE A Commipbx Ha Jon piven E 

court cases take years or decades wheels of justice has emboldened the judiciary. É good for Country?  justment could be pro-consumes, provisional authorby to offer our 

to resolve. It doesn't speak well of evil forces to commit so many Justice delayed is justice de- * asldidnotbothertoexplainhow. customers time-of-use (TOU) 
our justice system when small fry abuses. nied, but it is the system that de- THE VICTORY OF THE OPPOSI- 


"m I With due respect to Dazo, I said rates. This scheme will enable con- 
take years or decades to get re- The greatest injustice of all is laysit: injustice perpetrated bythe tion in the last senatorial election that the “generation charge" is  sumers to reduce their electricity 


dress for their grievances. Thus, that the Supreme Court has been justice system itself. canberightly construed asarejec- merely a pass-through charge, and bills by shifting the use of some 
an ordinary man considers filing a plagued by a static leadership, RENE PAMINTUAN, tion of the Arroyo administration. not a single centavo of it goes to electric appliances to off-peak peri- 
case inthe courts a waste oftime. which allows delays in the justice renepams@yahoo.com It can also be interpreted to mean Meralco. This is the reason why the ods (when rates are lower). 
333 1 F that the people want the Senate to amendment in Sec. 4e Rule 3inthe But we can only do so much in 
Opposition solons’ incomprehensible turnaround maintain its checkané-balance implementing rules and regulations terms of bringing down electricity 
role. : (IRR) of the Electric Power Industry costs, as Meralco-related charges 
1 FOLLOWED THE LAST MID- office not because people wanted lanes IV and I hope he will stay a conn ee ee the Reform Act is a relief for Meralco only comprise about 20 percent of 
term elections and was elated them to be senators but because true and faithful servant of the jo of pany ines and tactical al. Decause it allows the utiliy o once the consumers electricity bill. The 
that the people finally let their they represented the opposi- people. ing of pany lines ond forte! Sy sgainimplementautomatcratead- remaining 80 percent goes to our 
Voices be heard and voted for tion—have turned their backs on To Senators Francis “Chiz” Es- ministration senators—are purely "junens in lieu of having to go suppliers and the government. We 
change. the people who voted for them. cudero, Jose "inggoy" Estrada speculative. To insist that opposi- Uae ares quur of publi- also assure Dazo that we are still 
"d ricaly during elections, How can they effect the changes and Alan Peter Cayetano, I say tion senators must not cross pany (ation and public hearings tat, in pursuing other options by which 
ise ha hemos moneyand they promised to the people if all thereis noway you can fulfill your lines is to ignore the fluid dynamics f° end, could mean ore expense we can help out consumere. hope 
influence gets the seat. Thankful- the important Senate committees mandate from the people, now ofa collegial, deliberative body like crus. xa; iris da pue ped would understan: ioe 
I tat tend has changed—at willbe in the hands of administra- that you've joined the administra- the Senate. Party lines precisely get’ 24 here are no proper pricing sig. tors that affect the price of power, 
least, in the last election. tion senators? tion. blurred because political pares to- Ses there are no proper pricing sig- tors that affect the prios of power, 
Now, what I cannot understand Deep in my heart, 1 would like ED TUASON, day have no distinguishing identi- - leralco no longer has 


E ties. The reality is, senators inter. These automatic adjustments control. 
is how some senators—yoted into to commend Sen. Antonio Tril- ed tuason@yahoo.com fa: with each other as peers ona mvolvenotjust upward butdown- ^ Ialso hope that through this re- 


F rs E personal plane. They develop rela- Ward adjustments as well. There ply, we were able to make Dazo 
Senior citizen’s tionships which are too complex to Were instances in the past that see that Meralco employees are 
n ; pigeonhole in the political box. rate reductions were reflected in one with the consumers in want- 
discount, again Wo cast aspersions on Sen. customers bills. And for the infor- ing to lower electricity rates. 
Manuel Villas move to seek the mation of Dazo, Meralco employ- —ELPI O. CUNAJR., 
IS THERE A LAW BANNING SE- support of administration sena- ees see themselves also as ordi- vice president and director, 
nior citizens from using their cred- tors in his bid for the Senate presi- nary consumers because they also Corporate Communication, 
it cards when they buy grocery dency is most unfair. To be sure, pay the electricity bill monthly. We Meralco, Pasig City 
and other items covered by Re- Villar as Senate president will 


public Act 9257? have an advantage over other Law student’s advice to topnotcher 


lam asking this question be. presidental aspirants in 2010. But 


hat is entirely another issue. 
cause every time I use my Visa " BEING A LAW STUDENT, 1 READ torial pointed out in so many 
credit card at SM San Lazaro and vie pr lad seancards mist With special interest the Domum words -al that Pimentel should 
present my senior citizen ID and ior: ci atmataton Sena. Editoral of July 2, lamenting the have said was that he was invoke 
purchase booklet to purchase gro- = sany is it immani? isitimproper? PoissusncebytheSupemeCoum ing the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur 
ceries to qualify for a senior citi- By whose standards? EPE ee eas a O as DN RD RM 
zen discount, the sales clerk re- Perhaps, Villarisaplayeronthe payed for by senatorial candidate was applied in the cass of Legum- 
fuses to accept my card, saying chessboard of realpolitik. Perhaps ^q zi ze pee Rory, mpane 122 Phil 1279. 
‘Mai pe pale p eredi card he i pragmaric. Perhaps he looks „ Fm the editorial should „ Regreraly despite his splen- 
Ap at politics asa game. Butso what? have ended with the statement did credentials as No. 1 bar top- 
agre ‘The bottom line is: Will the Senate that the lawyer who represents notcher, what proved to be his un- 
pepe Prohibit payment je better off with Vilar asitspres- himself as counsel in a case has a doing was that he mised amend. 
rough a rd when 


= Sent? Will the Senate presidency fool for a client. [The editorial ing the subject Practice Court II 
É ^ ] our senior citizen’s ID and pur- sturied with i BL] 


H of Villar be good for the country? under our professor, a judge at the 
chase booklet? Everything else is inconsequen- Secondly, instead of admitting Regional Trial Court of Manila. 


È 


Recon $ A aE SEES —CARLOSMANALASTAS, ial. that he had no proof at all on the —EISA PAYUMO, 
16215.Quintos St, LINDARABINO, election irregularities conducted Institute of Law, 
r Sampaloc, Manila  VisayasAvenue, Quezon City in Maguindanao—which the edi- San Sebastian College, Manila 
SAI 
& 


€ Decency 
LI in Church, 


DM, PhotoDV OFFER! | CEBU PACIFIC AIRCOM | not comfort 


Get the Apple iPod shu (168) worth PA 990 for FREE THIS IS IN REAC- 
from June 15 to July 31, 2007 only! tion to the July 3 col- 


umn of Rina Jimenez- 
MINI DV CAMCORDERS David. People who 


Rain rain might not go away — mabe fs or 


the dress code are 
-but you can? those who don't want 
y Š io spend exa money 
(because they don't 
put much value on the. 
"j Sunday Mas) or thse 
who are selfcentere 
lo d E : a that they insist on 
wearing what they 
ebu - Bacolo. want to wear. 
oasis ien? Ifthe inconvenience 
of wearing sleeved or 
FREE DV Bag « 1 Mini DV Tape. 3 covered tops or dress- 
3 es is too much to bear 
Cebu - lloilo or Zamboanga during the hot tropical 
DVD CAMCORDERS Davao - Zamboanga summer, then so be it, 
Manila - Laoag or Legaspi although such a sacri- 
fice is still nothing 
compared to the life 
‘Cebu - Clark, Kalibo or Davao Christ laid down for all 
Manila - Bacolod, Cebu, Dumaguete, Iloilo, His faithful 
Kalibo (for Boracay!) Puerto Princesa or Roxas Decency comes be- 
fore comfort, and the 
Church is just right in 
prohibiting inappro- 
Cebu - Puerto Princesa NEW! priate attire, lest one 
Manila - Tacloban or Tagbilaran day the beaches and 
churches become in- 
distinguishable on 
Sundays. 
Manila - Butuan, Cagayan de Oro, —LUISR. 
Cotabato, Davao, Dipolog. BUENAVENTURA III, 
General Santos or Zamboanga luisbuen3G 
yahoo.com 


FREE uv 829 + 3 DVDs 


BUG iPod Shuffle 
DISCOUNT? 

Get It for only P1,950 when you purchase 

any of the following Canon Digital Mini DV Camcorders: 


Manila - Kuala Lumpur 2 as = 
vances or sugges- 
tions about the 


Taa. Con Pace wid Xenon NEVVI arni n 
Manila Tipe! NEW! ee e 
Cebu - Hong Kong write to the Read- 
Manila - Hong Kong. ers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily In- 
ee x Jen 
Cebu - Singapore Avenue, — corner 
= Davao - Hong Kong (via Cebu) 4 | Yague and Mascar- 
P1995 Mise Manila - Singapore do Streets, City of | 

FREE DV-8ag, Tripod & 1 Mini DV Tape Manila - Bangkok Makati or send a |" 


L - Davao - Singapore (via Cebu) 


SadrocateQinqur- 
Manila - Jakarta (non-stop) nonen 
A. nse ec se ne one png wlan of lone 
[3 of teers 
Sis os po ee ik scra tC AC SC i 
m teta tope mi d tee tothe editor are re- 


‘haba. ui adn quested to include 
ep Pte tem rem ea 


Sl eee Sa a ; T TISIELIG i pe a 
En Se. gh pss na pura eno z ress and telephone 
Dire are ty rm D m wa p $ ji J 
Bapu pus or et t vie ert er Oe ite or pager number or 
feel e RU UN menfes el nny i e-mail address for 
pre verification purpos- 
tovt uci miter SAINT. : es. The Inquirer will 
earar ( e CEBU | | not publish any let- 
V ECT ehe Co V Rest Ml É CH" PACIFIC ter unless such in- 
is T" z IF's time everyone flies. | formation is sup- 
plied. 


MACHANG: 


ti de uptiturt NO 23v SENIE OF 2007 
e ^ ar cians | aae 


MONDAY, JULY 16, 2007 


Au 


MINDANAD BUREAU 
FEP Ponti Corp Bio 

ra Road, Davao Cy 

Wo. (0621244-17701071 

No. 06224171 
E-mait ing davoGinqureccom ph 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU. 
‘Room 201, Soruan Aparte 
Tappy Gien toop San ciy 
fei. No. (744-8255 Logan Qty 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
Fer No. (2444971 ‘pc (sz) 4804182 


foe ge Acrossth NATION 


"Text us your feedback: inquirer atn rame/age/ityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


NPA rebels free 2 village officials in Davao del Sur 


MALITA, DAVAO DEL SUR— 
Communist rebels freed the two 
village officials of Manuel Peralta 
village they earlier abducted after 
villagers told them the officials 
were innocent of the charges lev- 
eled against them. 

Manuel Peralta village chair 
Denny Rosario and his brother, 
councilor Marlito Rosario, were 
abducted on July 9 to face a kan- 
garoo court, according to police 
authorities. 


SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
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Danny said they were sentenced 
to death after the kangaroo court 
found them guilty in the death ofa 
Mascariño Bacalla in 2003. 

“We were about to be executed 
when about 600 villagers trooped 
to the New People’s Army (NPA) 
‘camp and told the rebels we were 
innocent,” he said. 

Danny said the villagers told 
the rebels that Bacalla was not 
murdered but was killed in a ve- 
hicular accident in 2003. 


Danny said on July 11, the 
rebels agreed to release them. 

He said it was his brother, who 
was first taken in. He said he was in- 
side his house when NPA rebels, un- 
der Commander Warren Guevarra 
of the Front Committee 71, arrived 
and forced him to go with them. 

“They said they will kill my broth- 
erifi did not go with them,” he said. 

The rebels also took several 
firearms from him, he said. 

Danny said upon reaching the 


rebels’ camp, he was informed he 
and his brother would be execut- 
ed “for killing Bacalla." 

Danny said he told the rebels 
that they were being set up but 
they would not listen. 

It was only after the villagers 
trooped to the NPA camp that the 
rebels decided to free the officials. 

Malita Mayor Benjamin Bau- 
tista Jr. said an investigation was 
being conducted to determine 
who was behind the effort to 


frame up the village officials. 

Bautista also said he was sad 
that some people would resort to 
inventing charges so that other 
people could be persecuted. 

In Leyte, a top official of Tacloban 
Chy said government troops would 
continue staying in the northern vil- 
lages of the city even if militants 
aimed the soldiers’ presence had 
been sowing fear on villagers. 

“The continued deployment of sol- 
diers in the northern city barangays 


‘would depend on the assessment of 
the military stressed Tadoban City 
administrator Jimmy Yaokasin. 

‘Army soldiers belonging to the 
‘Task Force Tacloban, which is under 
Lt. Col. Felix Mangyao, were de- 
ployed in 11 northern villages of the 
ity for about four months now. 

The task force is based in 
Barangay Palanog, 13 kilometers 
from Tacloban City, Orlando Di- 
moy, Inquirer Mindanao and 
Joey Gabieta, Inquirer Visayas 


Army denies | SUPER FAST - Printing Speed up to 1457 AS | 
‘abduction’ | 
in Aurora 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—ARMY SOLDIERS ALLEGEDLY ABDUCT- 
eda suspected supporter of the New People’s Army and mauled three 
residents following a clash with communist rebels in San Luis, Aurora, [pj 3 A : 
on July 12, a resident there told the Inquirer on Sunday. En c eG 

‘According to the informant, soldiers belong- reply to text messages. © 


ing to the 48th Infantry Battalion abducted Lt. Col. Joselito Kakilala, 48th IB commander de- 
Dominador Villagracia ‘and beat up Bernardo nied the allegations when interviewed by phone. 


Figuracion, Arceli Valenzuela and a man known 
only as Boying after the 6 am. encounter in 
Barangay Dikapinisan in San Luis town. 

‘The Army forces stationed there were led 
by one Ist Lr. Degloria and 2nd Lt. Caranza, 
said the informant who asked not to be 
named for fear of reprisal. 

The informant said classes in the village 
have stopped as government troops camped 
at the school compound there. He said the 
military has been conducting "zoning, inter 
rogation... and abduction” in the village. 

A number of residents have fled the village 
‘out of fear, the informant said. 

Reached by phone in Tarlac where she at- 
tended a meeting, San Luis Mayor Annabelle 
‘Tangson said she "received this kind of report.” 

[But] I still have to check it. I have talked to 
high-ranking officials [of the military] and 
asked them to caution their men on human 
rights," Tangson said, referring to Lt. Gen. Boni- 
facio Ramos, chief of the military’s Northern Lu- 
zon Command, and Maj. Gen. Juanito Gomez, 
commander of the Army's 7th Infantry Division. 

Gomez, who has direct command over 
the 48th IB operating in Aurora, did not 


Yes vote wins in P 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—DESPITE A LOW 
turnout of voters in last Monday's plebiscite, 
the Commission on Elections proclaimed the 
conversion of Puerto Princesa from a compo- 
nent city into a highly urbanized one. 

‘The conversion signified the administra- 
tive separation of the island-province’s lone 
chartered city from 
the provincial gov- 
ernment. 

Only 34,797 cast 
their ballots out of a 
total of 111,340 reg- 
istered voters in 572 
precincts. The "yes" 
votes totaled 21,896 
and the "no" votes 
12,803. 

The plebiscite 
sought to determine. 
whether residents 
were in favor of 
Proclamation No. 
1264 signed by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Ar- 
royo on March 26, 
which declared the 
highly urbanized city 
status. 


Quarrying 
‘With the new city 


US Price 
P2959(capsule P7.75/capsule 


“if your sources are leftists, they're trying to 
come out with [fabricated] charges to force us 
to stop our ongoing operations in the area,” 
Kakilala said. 

He said the pursuit operations by more 
than 100 soldiers have been without letup 
since Thursday because they have stumbled 
on a security unit of the NPAs Central Luzon 
Regional Command (CLRC), led by one Anto- 
nio Romero or Ka Raymond, in the area. 

"itis possible that they're securing regional 
leaders [of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines ahd NPA] there," he said. 

He belied reports that almost 500 soldiers 
have been sent to San Luis for the combined 
land and air operations. 

Ina press statement, the 7th ID confirmed 
sending two helicopters to San Luis for the 
“clearing operations.” 

The military reported killing a rebel and 
seizing two guns in Thursday's encounter, the 
second in the town since June 30. 

‘An InguRER contact in San Luis identified the fa- 
tality as Rodelio Angara of Barangay Umiray there, 
based on claim forms signed by Angara’s relatives. 

Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Princesa plebiscite 


that the conversion would deprive the 
city of a share in royalties from the 
Malampaya gas operations in northern 
Palawan, if and when the Supreme Court 
decides on a pending case in favor of 
Palawan. Redempto Anda, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 
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status, Mayor Ed- 
ward Hagedorn said 
it would now be easy 
to get business per- 
mits for establish- 
ments wanting to lo- 
cate to Puerto Prince- 
sa, He also expected 
an increase ín rev- 
enues from quarry- 
ing. Local taxation 
powers — previously 
exercised by the 
provincial govern- 
ment, such as those 
imposed on quarries, 
will be transferred to 
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Across the NATION A 
Bicol power supply ‘critical’ 


NAGA CITY—BICOIS POWER SUPPLY LEVEL 
has tumed critical with only one of the four 
power lines feeding the region's six provinces 
‘operating, according to an executive of the Na- 
tional Transmission Corp. (TransCo).. 
Guillermo Redoblado, TransCo vice presi- 
dent for Luzon operation and maintenance, 
says the Bicol Region now relies on a single 
line, the Tayabas-Naga Line 1, to stabilize its 


cycle of fixing and re-fixing pilfered towers 
and cables, the TransCo executive called 
on a meeting Wednesday with partners in 
the antipilferage campaign that included 
the police, Army, Department of Interior 
and Local Government and the local me- 
dia. 

In the meeting, it was agreed that the 
group will push for the creation of a special 


A 


coordinating body to look into and stop the 
roots ofthe pilferage problem. 

He said TransCo's rehabilitation of Luzon 
Grid lines to Bicol was ongoing with the six 
towers toppled in May expected to be com- 
pleted at the end of December, including at- 
other tower heavily damaged by pilferage in 
the Tayabas-Naga lines. Juan Escandor Jr, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


power supply. 

The present set-up of the region's power 
sourcing, with only the Tayabas-Naga Line 1 
operating, poses a problem should the single 
operating line from the Luzon Grid also 


Manila Water service upgrade in 
Siebe eiieeii | Cainta, Taytay, Angono andX 
said. Binangonan 


The other three lines in Luzon Grid that 
ae E EE ET Manila Water will conduct service improvement projects 
Fm o past typhoons and pilfer- | which will cause temporary water supply interruption in the 

"Another line, the High Voltage Direct Cur- | following portions of Cainta, Taytay, Angono and Binangonan: 
rent, that feeds power supply from the 

el Tuesday, July 17. 2007 up to 6:0 


‘Visayas to Bicol, was not being utilized due to 
problems in conversion of voltage to Luzon | Wednesday, July 18. 
Affected areas: 


Grid, Redoblado disclosed. 
‘He noted that the Tiwi geothermal plant re- 
Cainta: Barangays Sto. Domingo, San Isidro, San Juan, San 
Andres, Sto. Nifio and Sta. Rosa. 


quired new set of block starter” to run its fans 
and engines so it can generate power while 
Taytay: Barangays San Isidro, Dolores, Santa Ana, San Juan 
and Muzon. 


the Bac-Man geothermal plant operates at 

minimum capacity due to typhoon-damaged 
Angono: Barangays San Isidro, Kalayaan, Sto. Niño, San 
Vicente, Poblacion Itaas and Ibaba and San Roque. 


equipment and system. 
Binangonan: Barangay Pagasa 


23 
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He said the unabated pilferages of TransCo's 
towers and cables in uninhabited area along the 
‘Tayabas-Naga Line 1 has caused the collapse of 
six towers that isolated Bicol staring May 2. 

He said cable thieves sawed off an insulator 
ball, an insulation cog that holds the hanging 
power cables by the shoulders of the tower, on 
May 30, causing power interruption in Al- 
bay's first district. 

Exasperated at the seemingly unending 


Taal folk offer rituals 
for spa project cancellation 


TALISAY, BATANGAS—HUNDREDS OF MILI- Taal-Tagaytay 


CELL SITE PROTEST 
Leopoldo “Junjun” Sayo Jr. a resident of Barangay San Rafael in. 
 Cebu's Mandurriao District, climbs and hangs on to the S0-feet Sun 
Cellular tower for two hours to protest the construction of the cell 
in their barangay. Residents held a protest at the construction 
site when Sayo decided to climb the tower. 


Manila Water Company is advising all residents of the said areas 
to store enough water to supply their needs during the interruption 


manci period. 


We want to serve you better. 
These service improvement projects are 


necessary to ensure safe and reliable water c 
supply for our East Zone customers. 


Manila Water 
ASN 


(POL ty 46.2007) 


Development Program 


tants and volcano island residents climbed 
three kilometers to the Taal Volcano crater on 
Saturday and offered rituals and thanksgiving 
prayers to Mother Nature as they lauded the 
stoppage of the spa project here. 

"Nature has been our partner in our strug- 
«gles against environmental destruction . 
May the foreigners set this land free and 
won't bother the people here anymore,” said 
Restituto Dimayuga, head of the Samahan ng 
mga Mamamayan sa Palibot ng Lawa ng Taal 
(Samataal), in the rituals, which set astray 
doves and white hens on top of the scenic vol- 
cano. 

On July 5, the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources revoked the environ- 
mental compliance certificate granted to 
Jung Ang Interventure Corp. (JAIC) for its 
P72-million spa project, after finding that the 
Korean firm violated seven conditions stipu- 
lated in the ECC, including the excavation 
during the construction of new road. 

Dimayuga said they offered doves before 
the volcano to symbolize their call for free- 
dom, and hens, to thank Mother Nature for 
being with them throughout their battle 
[against the controversial project. 

, Bro. Alex Bercasio, Redemptorist deacon 
ifrom Lipa City recited the prayers for the is- 
land people and the volcano environment. 

Hours before the rituals, Taal residents 
staged a boat fluvial parade around Taal Lake, 
sailing through the rough lake waters of 
‘Barangay Bañadero in Tanauan City on their 
‘way to the volcano island. 

Militants and island residents carried ban- 


(MTTDP), which they claimed would affect 10 
lakeshore towns in Batangas, including Talisay. 

They also carried to the crater statues of 
volcano island patron San Isidro Labrador, 
Mama Mary and Jesus Christ. 

Last month, hundreds of farmers, fishermen 
and other islanders, led by the Samataal, held 
a two-day rally to show their disgust over the 
construction of the spa and wellness center. 

Local officials have argued that it would 
boost tourism. 

‘The protesters said the project would not 
only destroy the volcano rich natural re- 
sources but would also kill the livelihood of 
thousands of residents in the area. 

“I have experienced volcanic eruptions in the 
past. The people here are more afraid of dis- 
placement (that the spa project would bring) 
than the eruption itself," said Ishmael Cacao, 
87, the oldest man in the voleano island. 

He added that residents like him preferred 
to stay inside the island declared as "perma- 
nent danger zone,” because this is their only 
source of livelihood in farming, fishing and 
trekking tourists to the crater. 

‘At least 5,000 residents are living in the 
volcano island, according to the Philippine In- 
stitute of Volcanology and Seismology. 

Meanwhile, Dimayuga said the Spanish 
land titles awarded to the settlers should also 
be scrapped by the government, expressing 
fears that the owners would only sell their 
property to developers like JAIC. 

"Our victory (on the spa project) is just the 
beginning of our struggle in opposing the 
Metro Taal Tagaytay Development Program,” 


„IT’S YOUR WATOH THAT 


TELLS MOST ABOUT WHO YOU ARE. 


ners hoisting their denunciation of the spa pro- headded. — Marlon Alexander Luistro, In- 
ject and the national governments Metro quirer Southern Luzon 


Manila Water service upgrade in 
Cainta, Taytay, Angono and&; 
Binangonan 


Manila Water will conduct service improvement projects 
which will cause temporary water supply interruption in the 
following portions of Cainta, Taytay, Angono and Binangonan: 


Premier 
KINETIC 


POWERED BY THE MOVEMENT OF YOUR BODY. 
NO SATTERY CHANGE. FOUR YEAR SLEEP MODE. 
CALENDAR ACCURATE TO 2100. 


res. 


Schedule: 1 m., Tuesday, July 17. 2007 up to 
Wednesday, July 18. = 


Affected areas: A 


Cainta: Barangays Sto. Domingo, San Isidro, San Juan, San 
Andres, Sto. Niño and Sta. Rosa. ' 


Taytay: Barangays San Isidro, Dolores, Santa Ana, San Juan 
and Muzon. 


Angono: Barangays San Isidro, Kalayaan, Sto. Niño, San 
Vicente, Poblacion itaas and Ibaba and San Roque. 
Binangonan: Barangay Pagasa 


(622) 913-1908 + WB 206 SM Ciy, North 
ISA cox Norh Ave, QC Te (632) 916-6848 


Manila Water Company is advising all residents of the said areas 
to store enough water to supply their needs during the interruption 
period. esit] in i 
Cols, for git 
on Sundays. 1 ream: 
tset Life. Loves Jape Bove ke 
aic Week iim [Participatgs. in eli. d 
S Dres d bbe Pauly Avaliable at any SETKO Service Center and 
lla s ‘authorized Dealers nationwide 
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We want to serve you better. 
These service improvement projects are 


necessary to ensure safe and reliable water [27 
supply for our East Zone customers. 


Manila Water 
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Its the 68th Anniversary of a constant Filipino part- 
ner, friend, and guardian - marked by a toast to a life- 
time of news, public service and entertainment. And 
wishes for more to come. 


"Kauna-unahan sa Pilipinas." First and depend- 
able. DZRH has set the standard for consistency and 
influence across local airwaves. Established on June 
15, 1939, the oldest radio network in the Philippines 
has borne witness to countless triumphs and down- 
falls marking the nation's history, and has moved 
generations of listeners to take an active partin shap- 
ing present and future events in the country. 


DZRH is known for its dedicated and unrelenting 
broadcast of significant current happenings, from poli- 
tics and issues to entertainment. Under its original han- 
dle of KZRH, until it acquired its new label of DZRH with 
the Manila Broadcasting Company in the 1940s, the 
station has weathered seemingly impossible odds - 
from the Japanese imperial invasion of 1941, to the in- 
famous Plaza Miranda bombing in 1971, throughout 
the oppression of Martial Law and the EDSA Revolu- 
tion in 1986, the calamitous Mt. Pinatubo eruption in 
1990 and Ormoc flash fiood in 1991, to the poliical 
shifts and developments in the last decades. 


The station has also consistently featured Presi- 
dential Inaugurations since former president Manuel 
Roxas’ appointment in 1946. From the beginning of 
every administration, DZRH has followed the coun- 
tr/s leaders in their every milestone, proclamation, 
scandal, and even passing. its determined efforts to 
monitor each election never ceases upon the posting 
of elected officials, thus providing the public with ac- 
counts of performance of thelr voted servicemen. 


KAUNAUNAHAN SA PILIPINAS... 
„PATULOY NA NANGUNGUNA 


Nielsen Media Radio Audience Measurement 
AM Audience Profiles - Tarp % 
Mega Manila (1st Quarter, 2007) 
Monday - Sunday 12 AM - 12 MN, All People 10+ 
STATION ID CALL SIGN * RATINGS % SHARE 


Kaunaunahan sa Pilipinas DZRH 294% 


Sa nakalipas na 68 na taon, walang sawa 
ninyo kaming tinangkilik. 


Makakaasa kayong patuloy naman namin 
kayong paglilingkuran! . 
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Beyond its commitment to public service, DZRH 
has chronicled stories of ordinary individuals in ex- 
traordinary circumstances, or who have performed 
extraordinary feats. From the highly relevant to the 
enjoyably mundane, the station gets into their listen- 
ers’ everyday thoughts and actions - to inform, edu- 
cate, advocate, entertain, and to listen back. 


Presently, DZRH reaches an exceptional 97 per- 
cent of the archipelago, with 24 hour nationwide 
stereo quality simulcast via satellite to relay stations 
located in key provincial cities. DZRH has proven its 
loyalty to more and more listeners with its steadfast- 
ness and constant commitment to monitoring every- 
thing going on in and around the nation. 


The celebration of its 68th Anniversary also fetes 
DZRH as the Number One AM Station in the whole 
country. According to the latest Neilsen Media Re- 
search Survey - First Quarter 2007, DZRH remains 
to be the No.1 AM Station. The DZRH staff and leg- 
'endary radio personalities, headed by Joe Taruc, are 
profuse in expressing their gratitude to their listeners, 
and vow to keep delivering their trademark service in 
the years to come. 


Join the DZRH family in upcoming events in keeping 
with the 68th Anniversary festivities: the DZRH Job Fair 
on July 14, Saturday from 8 am to 5 pm; Mass and 
Breakfast on July 16 at 8 am; Medical and Dental Mis- 
sion with Optical and Legal Counsel on July 16, from 8 
am to 5 pm; Lugawan on July 16 as well. And watch out 
for the "Adopt a Baranggay - Gift Giving" activity com- 
ing to you soon. Tune Into to DZRH for more detalis on 
how you can be part of these special 68th Anniversary 
events. 
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Requirements 
complete, 
says company 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—MACROASIA 
Corp. denied claims that it did not go through 
proper procedures in securing its permit to 
operate a nickel ore mining operation in 
Brooke's Point, Palawan, contrary to an alle- 
gation that it was given special favors by the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources. 

"Our MPSAs (Mineral Production Sharing 
Agreement) were issued by the DENR only after 
we had complied with all the requirements,” Ru- 
fo Cabanlig, MacroAsia vice president for mining 
operations, said in a statement furnished the In- 
une. 

Cabanlig was reacting to a statement made by 
Brooke's Point, Palawan Vice Mayor Jean Feli- 
ciano that MacroAsia got its MPSA without even. 
consulting with the affected mining communi- 
tiesin Palawan. 

Meanwhile, the head of a promining lobby in 
Palawan said it would expel one of its members 
‘who had been accused of violations and stripped 
by the DENR of its environmental compliance 
cenificate (ECC). 


Expulsion plan 

George Buijtor, chief executive officer of Tole- 
do Mining Corp. and chair of the Kilusang 
Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran (KKK) Palawan, said in 
a recent talk with local journalists that they were 
considering expelling the Platinum Group of 
Metals Corp. (PGMC) as a member of KKK, an 
advocacy group run by a group of mining com- 
panies that includes MacroAsia, Coral Bay Nickel 
Mining Corp. and Toledo Mining Corp/Atlas 
Consolidated Mining Corp. 

KKK, an NGO based in Puerto Princesa City 
has been active in conducting a media-based 
campaign to generate public support to mining 
projects in Palawan. 

PGMC, a founding member of KKK, was 
stripped of its ECC by the DENR after it was re- 
ported that the company had deliberately ex- 
ceeded its allowed quota in extracting nickel ore 
in Narra town last year. 

"es they (PGMC) have had a bad run and I 
think their environmental performance and 
‘what they're doing can be questioned ... but cer- 
tainly none of us can be tarnished by the brush 
that caused them to do what they do,” Buijor 
told the Inquirer. 

“The ulate sanction, I guess, is that they are 
expelled from the KKK,” he said. Redempto An- 
da, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Local execs to decide 
opening date 
of Silay airport 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo has left the decision of when to open 
the multimillion-peso New Bacolod-Silay Air- 
Port to the Negros Occidental officials. 

Arroyo recalled that she wanted to inaugu- 
rate the P4.3-billion airport the same time she 
inaugurated the Iloilo International Airport 
last month. 

However, she did not include the Silay airport 
because the date of the start of its operations re- 
mained undetermined. 

“This is what | would lke to consult the people 
of Bacolod and Negros Occidental about. This 
airport is finished but when shall we open ic?” 
she asked. 

Arroyo noted that while some wanted the 
new airport to start operations, others wanted to 
wait until the completion of the access road in 
November. 

“Or we might even want to wait until the new 
diversion road to Bacolod is completed that 
would mean 2010, the President said, drawing 
laughter from the participants at the Infrastruc- 
ture and Investment Conference of the Central 
Philippines Super Region at the New Bacolod 
Silay Airport held in Silay on Friday. 

‘The expansion and cementing of the McKinley 
Road that leads to the Silay airport were still un- 
derway and, on Friday, the President's convoy 
experienced driving through the dust to and 
from the airport. 

Negros Occidental Gov. Joseph Marañon, Ba- 
colod Rep. Monico Puentevella, Rep. Jose Carlos 
Lacson, Bacolod Mayor Evelio Leonardia and 
Silay Mayor Jose Montelibano were set to meet 
yesterday to discuss the airport opening, 

But Montelibano said the consensus of the 
majority of Negros officials was to open the air- 
port when the access road is completed in 
November, noting that the President wanted it 
opened as soon as possible. 

‘The Silay airport has a 2,000-meter runway 
but Puentevella said a 500-meter extension 
would be made to allow large international 
planes to land, too. 

He said he was assured the P285-million ex- 
tension could be implemented even if the airport 
started operations. 

The 500-meter extension work could begin in 
January and be completed by October next year, 
he said. 

While the airport is located in Silay City, Ar- 
royo explained that the new airport is called the 
New Bacolod-Silay Airport because all the inter- 
national codes would refer to it as Bacolod air- 
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Across the NATION 
Aussie mining firm moves into citrus watershed. 


SOLANO, NUEVA VIZCAYA—AN AUS- 
tralian mining firm has begun moves to 
conduct exploration activities within 
the watershed areas of the provinces 
biggest citrus-producing villages in Ka- 
sibu town, drawing concerns from local 
farmers and environmentalists. 

Geologists from the Australasian 
Philippines Mining Inc. (Apmi) present- 
ed its expansion program and the pro- 
posed exploration activities in the ore- 
rich areas of the upland village of Pa- 
paya in Kasibu during a meeting with 
residents there on July 5. 

‘Apmi holds the mining rights over 
more than 21,000 hectares of land in 
Kasibu that was earlier granted to Cli- 
max Arimco Mining Corp., its parent 
company, through a financial and/or 
technical assistance agreement (FTAA) 


with the government in 1994. 

Officials of the Malabing Valley Multi- 
purpose Cooperative Inc. (MVMPCD, an 
‘organization of more than 600 citrus 
farmers in Kasibu and its neighboring 
towns, said they have begun talks with 
civil society groups to come up with a 
"coordinated move" to stop any attempt. 
at mining-related activities in Papaya. 


Fallback 

The MVMPCI has been at the fore- 
front of efforts to protect the thriving 
fruit industry there that, its records 
showed, produces about nine million 
kilograms of citrus fruits a year. 

The village of Papaya, which straddles 
the Palali-Mamparang Range, is host to 
watershed forests that feed the Alimudir 
Malong and Pahduan rivers, which a 


main sources of irrigation for about 
150,000 fruit trees in Malabing Valley. 

"The company is in for a challenge 
because whatever difficulties it has 
faced in Didipio, we will do the same in 
Papaya, or even greater,” said Astrid 
Puguon, MVMPCI board secretary. 

A report that Apmi published in 2006 
said the $80-million Dinkidi project in 
Barangay Didipio aims to mine gold 
and copper reserves of the area for a 
minimum period of 15 years, with an 
expected output of two million tons of 
gold-copper ore yearly. 

Puguon said Apmi was now trying to 
enter Papaya as a fallback, after its sup- 
posed failure to start actual mining op- 
erations in Didipio, which should have 
started in the first quarter of this year. 

Despite obtaining an approval of its feasi- 


c. NI 


bility from the government, Apmi has failed 
to'speed up its preparations for the Didipio 
gold-copper project due to resistance from 
local communities, Puguon said. 

‘An Apmi official confirmed the com- 
panys move to expand operations in 
Papaya, but denied it was lagging in its 
preparations for the Didipio project. 

“We do have a commitment to the gov- 
‘ernment to explore areas in the FTAA and 
Papaya is one of them," said Ramoncito 
Gozar, Apmi manager for central liaison. 

He said the company met with Pa- 
paya residents to explain the purposes 
and the activities to be undertaken dur- 
ing the planned exploration. 

He, however, did not comment on con- 
cerns raised by citrus farmers that Papaya. 
iswithinawatershedarea. Melvin Gas- 
con, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


the legal process. 


much less investigated 


S THIS THE RULE 
SELE 


President Joseph Estrada, who twice refused offers of exile and chose instead to 
prove his innocence, now awaits a court verdict. He did the honorable thing by 
submitting himself to the court's jurisdiction in the hope of obtaining justice through 


SEI 


JOSE PIDAL draws freely from his previously aliased bank accounts, unhampered by 
investigations 


NANI PEREZ, the principal suspect in the $2-million alleged IMPSA bribery scandal, enjoys 
untrammelled leisure 


THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COMELEC MEGA PACIFIC COMPUTERIZATION DEAL, which was 
declared highly anomalous by the Supreme Court, remain unpunished 


PERPETRATORS OF THE PIATCO-NAIA TERMINAL 3 SCAM remain nameless and blameless while 
the unopened facility rots 


THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE GROSSLY OVERPRICED MACAPAGAL BOULEVARD , which at a cost of 
P1 billion per kilometer makes it the most expensive boulevard in the world, have never been 
identified, 


MASTERMINDS OF THE ALLEGEDLY OVERPRICED NORTH RAIL PROJECT are about to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor after public scrutiny on the project died down 


CRIMINALS BEHIND THE HUNDREDS OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS of activists and journalists, 
condemned here and abroad, remain unknown and unpunished 


Tragically, people associated with the Arroyo regime enjoy blanket protection 
from the law and are treated differently despite glaring proof of their misdeeds . 


€ JOC-JOC BOLANTE continues to be out of reach of Philippine laws and safe from inquiries on the 
P728 million fertilizer scam without any efforts by government to extradite him 


GARCI "Hello man" of the 2004 presidential elections roams free in Bukidnon and has never been 
charged of any wrongdoing before the courts. Military officers implicated in the Garci tapes 
were promoted while whistle-bloweis such as Gen. Francisco Guidani, were subjected to 
court martial. 


MILF prepares for ‘major defensive’ in Basi 


l 
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COTABATO CITY—THE MORO ISLAMIC LIB- 
eration Front (MILF) is gearing up for a “ma- 
jor defensive” in response to the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines’ major offensive in 
Basilan following the July 10 ambush that 
killed 14 Marines, 10 of them beheaded. 

Earlier, President Macapagal-Arroyo or- 
dered the military to get the “savages” that 
killed and beheaded the Marines in Albarka 
town. 

‘The incident took place as the peace talks 
between the government and the MILF was 
set toresume next month. 


said a major offensive will not help ease the 
tension in the island. 

Kabalu and other ranking MILF officials 
have condemned the beheadings and pledged 
that if MILF rebels indeed committed it, they 
will be punished. 

MILF chief negotiator Mohagher Iqbal said 
Islam prohibits the killing of captured ene- 
mies or the desecration of the cadavers of 
those who were killed. 

When asked who was responsible for the 
beheading, Kabalu said: “We admit the am- 
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bush but we deny the beheading,” : 

"It has to be investigated because the MILFy 
does not behead fallen enemies, take their, 
guns yes, but mutilating the dead is a taboo in, 
‘our organization,” he said. 

Kabalu said the result of the investigation, 
by the MILF would also help determine who, 
committed the beheadings. 

Musa maintained that the incident could 
have been avoided had there been coordina- 
tion from the military 

Edwin Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 


"We will defend ourselves at all costs," 
Khaled Musa, vice chair of the MILF's com- 
mittee on information, said on Friday. 

He said the deployment of more govern- 
ment forces in the island is a clear violation 
of the ceasefire agreement between the 
government and the MILE 


Kyowa Rice Dispenser 
keeps rice protected and maintain it’s freshness, 
"We will remain on the defensive end 


THIS IS PRACTICAL! 
and will fight back if provoked,” he said. 


Eid Kabalu, also speaking for the MILE, + 


MEMBERS of the Ist Marine Battalion patrol the village upon their 
arrival in Maluso, Basilan to reinforce troops that are pursuing the 
elements they encountered last week in Tipo-tipo, Basilan. sown vcasas 


NOTICE AND WARNING 


We are counsel for Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. (hereinafter “CMP”), the exclusive distributor/franchisee of Canon 
Singapore Pte., Ltd. in the Philippines of Canon Products ( digital cameras, video cameras and projectors; copiers, printers and 
scanners; inks and toners; among other products). 


It has come to the attention of CMP that a number of establishments have been engaged in the unauthorized importation, sale, 
distribution and/or disposition of Canon Products under exclusive distributorship/franchise and bearing the registered trademark 
Canon in flagrant violation of the property and industrial rights of CMP. 


Please take notice thatthe unauthorized importation, sale, distribution and/or disposition of Canon Products under exclusive 
distributorship/franchise as set forth above shall expose the unauthorized importer, seller, distributor and/or disposer to civil and/or 
administrative sanctions pursuant to relevant Philippine law and jurisprudence. The Supreme Court has tuled that “the right to 
perform an exclusive distributorship agreement and to reap the profits from such performance are proprietary rights which a party 
may protect,which may otherwise not be diminished, nay, rendered illusory by the expedient act of utilizing or interposing a person 
or firm to obtain goods from the supplier to defeat the very purpose for which the exclusive distributorship was conceptualized at 
the expense of the sole authorized distributor”.Consequently, CMP hereby reserves its right to claim damages and resort to 
injunctive relief and other allied legal remedies against parallel importers of Canon Products in this jurisdiction. 


We hereby demand that establishments engaged in the unauthorized importation, sale, distribution and/or disposition of Canon 
Products immediately remove such merchandise from their main stores, branches, affiliates or related businesses, and cease and 
desist from the importation, sale, distribution or disposition of said unauthorized Canon Products. Otherwise, we shall be 
constrained, much to our regret, and without further notice, to institute appropriate civil and/or administrative action(s) to protect 
CMP’s rights and interests under the premises. 


With respect to matters contained in this NOTICE AND WARNING, interested parties may contact the legal representative of 
Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 


[SP] LAW FIRM OF R.V. DOMINGO & ASSOCIATES 
Executive Offices, 7th and 8th Floors, The Valero Tower, 122 Valero Street, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City, Metro Manila 
Telephones: (63 2) 810-8266; (63 2) 818-5503 
Facsimile: (63 2) 815-2485; E-Mails: rvdlaw(pldtdsl.net / rvdlawfirm@rvdlaw.com 
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"This isn't my son,’ ma of dead Marine cries 


From page Al 
showed that they saw their at- 
|tackers chopping up the fallen 
[soldiers remains. 

“Nakita pa tinataga nga yun 
wounded e (They saw their 
"wounded comrades being 
ħacked),” Allaga said. 

‘The mother of 11 children, So- 
mia said her son was kalbo 
(bald)—at least that was the way 
he looked the last time she saw 
him weeks ago when he came 
home to Bicol for a visit. 

Her relatives tried to hush her, 
telling her it was their Russel all 
right. 

The remains in the casket had Marines at the back of the convoy 
hair. couldn't possibly have known 

‘The Marines were heading back what was happening to their 
to their base in Iligan after con- comrades in front. 
ducting a fruitless search for kid- 
mapped Italian priest Giancarlo 
Bossi when they were ambushed. 

‘The remains of Russel and the 
other Marines were brought to 
Manila from Zamboanga City the 
other day for a wake at the Phili 
pine Marines headquarters in 
Fort Bonifacio. 

Allaga said military investiga- 
tors were trying to piece together 
what happened on Tuesday. He 
noted that the ambush and suc- 
ceeding firefight happened over a 
wide area. 

‘The Army vehicles traveling in 
a convoy were far apart from 
each other and Allaga said 


among those killed, had called his 
wife during the firefight. 

“But the conversation was cut 
short. The wife tried to call back 
but could not reach him,” he said. 

Later, Doronio's wife received a 
call from her husband’s phone. 

Tt was someone claiming that he 
and his companions had killed her , 
husband, according to Bacordo. 

“pinatay na namin asawa mo. Yan 
ang napala niya kasi sundalo siya, 
(We kiled your husband. That was 
his fate because he was a soldier)” | 
was what the caller told Doronio's 
wife, Bacordo said. 

“You can see how very callous $ 
they are. They don't have any feel- 
ings," Bacordo told the INQUIRER. 

Cardinal Rosales said if those’ 
who beheaded the Marines 
claimed to have a god, the only 
way to explain their brutality was 
they might have been losing the 
minds given to them by their god. 

“You're losing your conscience, 
too. If that's the case, even a 


Rebels used ceasefire to deliver final blow 


By Christine O. Avendaño This was stated yesterday by 
the Marine commandant, Maj. 
Gen. Nelson Allaga, who con- 
firmed what Sen. Rodolfo Bia- 
zon had said about an agree- 
ment to stop the fire fight be- 
tween government troops and 
the attackers, the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front, on July 10. 
Based on reports he gathered 
when he went to Basilan last 


week, Allaga said the ceasefire 
was made possible because the 
Marines were accompanied by 
the local team monitoring the 
ceasefire agreement between 
the government and the MILF. 
“The local monitoring team 
contacted the other side. And 
because the call was made, they 
shouted out for a ceasefire and 
the hostilities stopped,” Allaga 


told reporters after attending 
Mass and the wake for the 14 
fallen Marines at the gym of the 
Marine headquarters in Fort 
Bonifacio in Taguig City 

But when the Marines started 
to consolidate after they had 
broken off from the convoy, the 
firing began again, Allaga said. 
“We suffered additional fatali- 
ties as a result,” he said. 


A CEASEFIRE WAS INDEED 
called during the fire fight be- 
tween the Marines and their at- 
tackers in last week's Basilan de- 
bade but when the troops 
thought the lull was in effect, they 
were fired at by the enemy, caus- 
ing more casualties on the gov- 
emment side. 


[you would not do it} because 
he's already dead,” he said. 

Marine spokesperson Lt. Col 
Ariel Caculitan said that some of 
the slain Marines had their hands 
or legs cut off. 

Ina few instances, the military 
was unable to recover the body 
parts ofthese soldiers, he said. 

Caculitan said that one soldier 
had his limbs cut off and this only 
showed “how savage these peo- 
pleare.” 


‘The dead Marines, in uniform, 
lay in white caskets flanked by 
rows of white wreaths from Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Consoled by Marine officers af- 
ter her outburst, Sonia finally ad- 
mitted to reporters that it was in- 
deed her son who was lying in the 
coffin 

“I was just shocked,” she said, 
apologizing. “It was because my 
son was a handsome man." 


Embalming fluid 

While she was talking to re- 
porters, a Navy servicewoman in- 
terrupted, telling her that she 
probably did not recognize her 
son because of the embalming fiu- 
id that left his face bloated. 

She agreed that it might have 
been the fluid all right. 


Summit attempts to stop killings 


From page Al 
‘Teodoro Locsin Jr, Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez, Ombudsman 
Merceditas Gutierrez, Commission 
on Human Rights Chair Purifica- 
cion Quisumbing, Philippine Na- 
tional Police Director General Os- 
ear Calderon, former Senate Presi- 
dent Jovito Salonga, Luis Teodoro 
of the Center for Media Freedom 
and Responsibility and Fr. Joaquin 
Bernas. Intemational observers 
have also been invited. 

Senate President Manuel Villar 
and Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 
have been invited to the opening 
ceremonies. 


Bacordo said that Russel's 
death came after he had survived 
two other “close” encounters. 
Russel was one of two sob- 
diers from a Marine unit who 
survived a previous encounter 
with Abu Sayyaf and another 
deadly firefight with the group 
last year, in which Abu Sayyaf 
chieftain Khaddafy Janjalani 
was killed. snake will be afraid of you. Even ' 
One ofthe bandits in Tuesday's evil will be afraid of you,” he 
ambush even used the cell phone said. 
he took from one of the Marines — "It (brutality) can never be jus- 
tocall the latter's wife and tellher tified,” Rosales said. “It has noth- 
they had killed him, according to ing to do with religion, nothing to 
Bacordo. do with culture. It has to do with 
the human person. If you want to 
be human, join the human soci- 
ety. Abide by its decency, its 
morality” With a report from 
Nikko Dizon 


Pure sadism 

‘Asked what message the at- 
tackers were trying to send by 
chopping off the heads of the 
Marines, Allaga said that in past 
encounters he had been in, such 
as in the Cordilleras, beheadings 
were done to signal total victory. 

“When you go after the head, 
you are going after the center of 
gravity, as though your victory 
would be complete if you could 
remove the head,” he said. 

Allaga said the mutilations 
simply were acts of “sadism.” 

“Tes even a cowardly act... be- 
cause if you are really a warrior, 


Gloves on 

At yesterday's wake held at the 
gymnasium inside the Marine 
‘compound, some of the slain sol- 
diers had gloves on to hide their 
missing hands, Navy spokesper- 
son Commander Giovanni Carlo 
Bacordo said. 


The killer even called 
Bacordo said Pfc. Reuben Doro- 

nio Jr, who hailed from Cebu and, 

at 20 years old, was the youngest 


the effectiveness of the writ of 
habeas corpus, which is the only 
remedy open to relatives of the vic- 
tims of disappearances, to find out 
if its scope could be expanded or if 
a new remedy was needed. 
Petitions for habeas corpus just. 
result in the state agents saying 
they do not have the person, he 
noted. He said “higher standards” 
could be imposed so that the pro- 
cess would not end like this. 
‘Asked ifthe new rules would in- 
evitably limit the state's police 
power, Puno said this was possible. 


Writ of Amparo 

Justice Adolf Azcuna, in the 
same ANC interview, said the high 
court was using the Writ of Am- 
paro, which is the constitutional 
remedy to enforce constitutional 
rights, and which could result in 
more “proactive measures,” like 
the protection of witnesses. 

‘Azcuna added that Justice An- 
tonio Carpio had drafted pro- 
posed rules for the protection of 
‘witnesses in cases of extrajudicial 
killings and enforced disappear- 
ances, including a suggestion 
that parties be allowed to seek a 
protection order from any court. 

Azcuna also said something sim- 
ilar to the United States Minnesota 
Protocol could be adopted. He said 


under the Minnesota Protocol, ifa workshops. 

person is last seen in the militarys The groups would then report 

‘custody, itis presumed the military their recommended solutions, 

is responsible for one's disappear- and these would be synthesized 

ance despite its denials. and transmitted to the concerned 
The Chief Justice said mem- government agencies. 

bers of the high court saw the 

need for better collective action Address real cause 

and to find the best ways to deal On the eve of the summit, hu 

man rights group Karapatan 


with the problem. 
“We dont want to be called the the judiciary could come up with 
effective solutions to the problem 


dinosaurs in the protection of hu- 

man rights,” Puno said. “We dont by asking first Malacafang to drop 
expect the members of the judiciary its counterinsurgency policy. 

to silently walk into the sunset of — "Why focus on the solutions if 
their life and forget all aboutit” they would not look into or ad- 

He also said he wanted thesum- dress first the real cause behind 
mitto center on the problem andna- the atrocities, which we believe is 
ture ofthe cause of violence, the rea- the policy of the Arroyo adminis- 
son for the reluctance of some vic. tration,” said Karapatan chair Dr. 
tims families to seek the help of the Edelina de la Paz in a press con- 
authorities and file complaints, and ference yesterday. 
the defects in the judicial process. At the summit, a three-mem- 

The first day of the 
summit will have the 
speakers presenting 
papers containing in- 
put from their respec- 
tive sectors about the 
killings and disap- 
pearances. 

On the second day, 
the participants will 
form 12 groups, each 
chaired by a Supreme 
Court justice for 


LA diocese settles sex ... 


From page Al 


ber team from Karapatan will 
give a 15-minute presentation 
showing the “systematic plan” 
carried out by the military against 
suspected rebels. 

Although the summit is a wel- 
come development, it will not end 
the widespread killings and disap- 


pearances of civilians, said Karap- 
atan-Caraga lawyer Jose Begil Jr. 
‘Nevertheless, Karapatan laud- 
ed Puno for initiating the summit, 
“a first step in a thousand-mile 
Journey toward peace,” said Kara- 
paten lawyer Rex Fernandez. 
With a report from Jocelyn R. Uy 


Puno's brainchild 

"The summit was the brainchild 
of Puno, who has condemned the 
extrajudicial killings as the “ul 
mate violation of human rights 
and sees them as “brazen assaults 
on the rule of law" 

Puno wants to use the Supreme 
Courts expanded power under the 
Constitution, which allows it to 
promulgate rules to protect consti- 
tutional rights and come up with 
new court rules that would require 
government agents to do more to 
address the killings and disappear- 
ances. 

In an interview over ANC, Puno 
said chere was a need to reexamine 


at 


man Catholic diocese since the clergy sexual 


ment would be between $600 million and 
$650 million. 

Some Roman Catholic orders—the 
Servites, Claretians and Oblates—will be 
carved out of the agreement because they re- 
fused to participate, the source said. The set- 
tlement also calls for the release of confiden- 
tial priest personnel files after review by a 
judge assigned to oversee the litigation, 
Boucher said. 

The settlements push the total amount paid 
out by the US Catholic Church since 1950 to 
more than $2 billion, with about a quarter of 
that coming from the Los Angeles archdio- 
cese. 

It was not immediately clear how the pay- 
out would be split among the insurers, the 
archdiocese and several Roman Catholic reli- 
gious orders. A judge must sign off on the 
agreement. 

"The release of the documents was impor- 
tant to the agreement, Boucher said, because 
it could reveal whether archdiocesan leaders. 
were involved in covering up for abusive 
priests. 

"Transparency is a critical part of this and 
of all resolutions,” he said. 

‘Tod Tamberg, a spokesperson for the arch- 
diocese, did not immediately return a call 
seeking comment late Saturday. Previously, 
he said the Church would be in court on Mon- 
day. 


Relieved, disappointed 

Plaintiff Steven Sanchez, who was expect- 
ed to testify in the first trial, said he was si- 
multaneously relieved and disappointed. He 
sued the archdiocese claiming abuse by the 
late Rev. Clinton Hagenbach, who died in 
1987. 

"T was really emotionally ready to take on 
the archdiocese in court in less than 48 hours, 
but I'm glad all victims are going to be com- 
pensated," he said, "I hope all victims will find 
some type of healing in this process." 

The settlement is the largest ever by a Ro- 

n 


abuse scandal erupted in Boston in 2002. The 
largest payout so far has been by the Diocese 
of Orange, California, in 2004, for $100 mil- 
lion. 

Facing a flood of abuse claims, five dioce- 
ses—Tucson, Arizona; Spokane, Washington; 
Portland, Oregon; Davenport, Iowa, and San 
Diego—sought bankruptcy protection. 

The Los Angeles archdiocese, its insurers 
and various Roman Catholic orders have paid 
more than $114 million to settle 86 claims so 
far. The largest of those came last December, 
when the archdiocese reached a $60-million 
settlement with 45 people whose claims dat- 
ed from before the mid-1950s and after 
1987— periods when it had little or no sexual 
abuse insurance. 


Multimillion-dollar deals 

Several religious orders in California have 
also reached multimillion-dollar settlements 
in recent months, including the Carmelites, 
the Franciscans and the Jesuits. 

However, more than 500 other lawsuits 
against the archdiocese had remained unre- 
solved despite years of legal wrangling. Most 
of the outstanding lawsuits were generated 
by a 2002 state law that revoked for one year 
the statute of limitations for reporting sexual 
abuse. 

Cardinal Roger Mahony recently told 
parishioners in an open letter that the arch- 
diocese was selling its high-rise administra- 
tive building and considering the sale of 
about 50 other nonessential Church proper- 
ties to raise funds for a settlement. 

A Los Angeles County Superior Court judge 
overseeing the cases recently ruled that Ma- 
hony could be called to testify in the second 
trial on the schedule, and attorneys for plain- 
tiffs wanted to call him in many more. 

The same judge also cleared the way for 
four people to seek punitive damages—some- 
thing that could have opened the church to 
tens of millions of dollars in payouts ifthe rul- 
ing had been expanded to other cases. — AP 
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resulta pagkatapos ng draw 
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ALASKA'S Mike Cortez (center) loses his balance and possession to 
TNT's Mac Cardona (right) ina key crunch-time play. avcusto2acruz 
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TNT Pals survive Aces, 
zero in on Fiesta title 


By Musong R. Castillo 


JAY WASHINGTON FINALLY DELIVERED IN 
the crunch last night, leading Talk ‘N Text 
to a 107-104 decision of Alaska and a 3-2 
lead in their PBA Fiesta Cup title series at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

‘The 6foot7 Washington did almost every- 
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thing for the Phone Pals, scoring five points that 
erased a one-point deficit before coming up with 
the outlet pass that sealed the win. 

"| have been waiting for a game like this 
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from Washington," coach Derrick Pumaren 
seid. 

The potential series-clinching game will 
take place Wednesday also at the Big Dome in 
Cubao. 

‘Talk ‘N Text led from the start and then al- 
lowed the Aces to even take a 97-93 lead 
heading into the final four minutes, before 
Washington bailed the Phone Pals out. 

Washington went on to finish with 15 
points, nine of them in the fourth period. 

He first completed a three-point play off 
Nic Belasco and then hit a 20-foot jumper 
from the left comer in a 39-second span that 
put the Phone Pals ahead, 98-97 

‘Alaska went ahead for the last time 
through Rosell Ellis, 99-98, but JJ Sullinger 
came up with his own five-point cluster 
capped by a triple from the top of the key that. 
made it 103-99 with 78 seconds to go. 

‘And when the Aces made it 104-105 after a 
Mike Cortez triple with 4.6 to go, Washington 
heaved a perfect outlet pass to Harvey Carey, 
whose layup set the final score with three sec- 
onds left. 

“actually thought that this was our worst 
performance in the series," Alaska coach Tim 
Cone said, “In terms of our effort of getting it 
done, we just didn't do it.” 

Talk N Text is gunning for only the second 
title in its PBA existence and Pumaren his first 
championship since 1996 with Swift 

Sullinger led the Aces with 24 points, while 
Mac Cardona, who was named Player of the 
Conference two games ago, finished with 20. 

Willie Miller, the season MVP was used 
sparingly, finishing with just six points even 
though he played 33 minutes. Miller played 
bad after justifying his MVP trophy on Friday 
with 29 points in a crucial Game 4 win, 

The scores: 

TALK "N TEXT 107—Sulinger 24, Cardona 20, Wash- 
ington 15, Carey 15, Allado 13, Belano 12, De Ocampo 5, 
Bilones 3, Fran 0, Pablo. 

ALASKA 104—Ellis 28, Cortez 18, Thoss 16, Hugnatan 
12, Belasco 12, Ferriols 6, Miler 6, Laure 4, Bajar 2, 
Singson 0 

Quarters: 31-25, 54-48, 79-72, 107-104 


Forum tackles Fiba Asia stint 

IT WILL BE ALL ABOUT BASKETBALL WHEN THE 
PSA Forum resumes its week session tomorrow at 
the Shakey's United Nations Avenue branch. The 
country's coming campaign in the Fiba Asia Champi- 
onship in Tokushima, Japan, wil be discussed by 
BAP-SBP executive secretary Patrick Gregorio and 
Philippine Basketball Association commissioner Noli 
Eala during the public sports program aired ve over 
zSR Sports Radio 918. Lawyer Ernesto delos Santos 
ofthe University of Manila and AMA Computer Col- 
lege coach Bonnie Garcia, meanwhle, wili dwell on 
the 2007 season of the Neascu league. 


Forest Hills 
hot; Orchard 
slump ends 


Standings (win-loss-draw-game point 

GROUP i Hghanós 4-1-0-9, Alabang 3-1-1-8, 
Malarayat 2-2-0-8, Valey 0-2-1-3, Soutiwoods 0-4-0. 

GROUP i: Norihnvoods 3-2-1-10, Canlubang 4-3-0- 
8, Wack Wack 3-2-1-7, Sherwood Hiis 3-0-7, John 
Hay 33-07, Otard 1-5-2 

(GROUP iik: Forest Hils 5-0-0-10, Riera 5-1-10 , 
Eastdge 1-2-1-4, Sta. Ea 1-4-03, Mimosa 0-4-1-1 


FOREST HILLS REMAINED ON A ROLL 
while Orchard ended its slump as the chase 
for the quarterfinal berths heated up in the 
Federation Golf League 2007 at various 
venues recently 

Eding Hizon-Raffy Garcia, Larry Patnon- 
gon-Eming Buenaventura and Tonton San 
iego-Amold Duay won their matches and 
Miggs Garcia-Bong de Silva earned a draw 
for Forest Hills, which downed Mimosa, 3.5- 
15, to stretch its win streak to five and re- 
‘main as the only unbeaten team in the fold. 

Orchard regained some measure of pride 
when last years losing finalist finally broke 
into the win column with a close 3-2 deci- 
sion over Wack Wack in Group I. 

Scoring for Orchard were the pairs of 
Raymond Sangl- George Gordon and Aian 
Arcilla Jaye Escuadro. Andy Vasquez Louie. 
Garcia and Joe GonzalesPaul Salvador 
backed them up with draws. 

Riviera swept Sta. Elena for an extra 
point and a share of the lead with Forest 
Hills at 10 points. 

Tagaytay Highlands! 3-2 win over Valley 
kept it on top in Group I with 9 points, just a 
point ahead of Alabang, which absorbed a 
shock 4-1 beating from a resurgent Mt. 
Malarayat squad. 

In another shocker, Canlubang shot 
down Royal Northwoods, 3-2, and Camp 
John Hay got back at sister team Sherwood 
Hills, 3-2, behind a last-hole win by Jeff Ra- 
zon-Gooty Ignacio. 
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Business as usual 
at ‘Recto University’ 


Counterfeiters unfazed by crackdown 


By Tina G. Santos securitized paper” to be used for The secret, he said, was to pur- 
college diplomas. chase the same materials, partic- 
.  NPO, the agency that prints ularly the chemicals, being used 
BLAME IT ON THE IN- goverment forms, said the same of to be used by the NPO. 
genuity ofthe Filipino. security features used in the “Sigurado makakabili tayo non 
Makers of fake diplomas and printing of ballots, election re- (chemicals), alangan namang sila 
other official documents in Recto, turns and certificates of canvass lang ang bibili non sa supplier ni- 
Manila—whose business has led would be incorporated in the la. [sa pa, may mga sindikato sa 
people to call a portion of the printing of diplomas loob ng NPO, sila din ang 
area “Recto University’—believe This will include the useofwa- nagtitimbre sa amin (We may also. 
that their operations will contin- ter marks, bar codes and other be able to buy these. It's not as if 
we despite government efforts to high-tech printing methods pre- they would be the only ones to 
drive them out of work. viously utilized only in the print- buy these from their suppliers. 
“Magagaya pa rin natin yon, ingofcurrendeslikethepesoand Another thing, there are syndi- 
doon magaling ang Pinoy ek, sa the US dollar. cates inside the NPO who tell us 
panggagaya (We will be able to do : about these things),” he added. 
it, too. Thats what Filipinos are Nothing new Nanding also said that people 
good at—copying),” said Nanding, Nanding, however expressed would continue to patronize 
40, referring to the security fea- confidence that their business them as long as there is corrup- 
tures that the National Printing Of- would not be affected by this de- tion in government. 
fice (NPO) andthe Commissionon velopment. In fact, he disclosed — "Thereisalotofredtapein gov- 
Higher Education (CHEd) report- that they have long been using emment so people prefer to go to 
edly plan to use to make it harder features such as water marks and us. If they want to get what they 
for counterfeiters to copy the bar codes to make their “prod- need through legal means, they 
diplomas issued by colleges and ucts” look authentic. have to bribe a lot of people so they 
universities to their graduates. “We can dowhatever document end up spending more, the lines 
“We've been here for the you want and it can easily pass off are long and they have to wait for 
longest time, Iknow we'll survive as an original. For instance, we several days before they get the 
another 20 years or even longer,” use water marks for land titles, document,” he added in Filipino. 
added Nanding, who has been pati nga pera napepeke na (wecan Most of Nanding’s clients are 
making fake documents since he also make fake money),” he said, out of school youth or those who = 
was 17, According to him, hein- stressing that the Filipinos’ innate failed to graduate from college, THE DANGERS OF ABBREVIATING 
herited the job from his father ingenuity allows them to catch up among them overseas workers, Fashion and Art, an events venue on K-Ist Street in Kamuning, Quezon City. Someone, however, 
"he NPO and CHEd recently with new printing techniques, who want to make it appear that came up with the bright idea of shortening the establishment's name, perhaps to make an 
signed a memorandum of agree- even those designed to put them they are degree holders. imprestion on the public. Ie certainly did. s e 
ment for the printing of “highly outofbusiness BUSINESS) A26 = ake 
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Hanky panky at the gates? 
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LOOK, NO GARBAGE! 


Four days after a complaint from a Sta. Ana, Manila resident was 
published in Citizen's Call regarding the nonstop dumping of trash 
| into a creek beside the Sta. Clara Pumping Station (left), people 
L4} went to work and started clearing the waterway. This is how it looks 


zd 


now (above), thanks to untiring efforts of concerned citizens and 
barangay officials to make their communities more liveable. rawu 


ly. These guys are really trying to snatch your side mirror. 


SOME motorists have accused UBFHAI guards of getting 


money from them through gate fees and stickers. If this is 
true, what do they do with the money? The UBFHAI guards 
and their makeshift outposts should be investigated or re- 


moved if found guilty 


RG TUMAO, 51, BF Las Piñas City 


Side mirror gang on Ayala 


CHRIS SY, Makati City 


Stink and swim 
| JUST vant to request the Makati City government iit can do 


something about the leaking sewerage system at the comer of J.P. 


Rizal Street and Edsa Bridge. 


jotorists and pedestrians have been 


‘complaining about the bad smell emitted by the water coming out 
Of the leak for weeks now. Thanks and more power to the ivoumenl 


THERE'S a group victimizing hapless female car drivers on Ayala 


‘Avenue during rush hour traffic. They will intentionally bump your. 
side mirror as you drive along, then call your attention or surprise 
you by knocking on your window to tell you to stop. They wil in- 
sit that you bumped them and will tell you all sorts of things just 
to get squeeze money or, worse, rob you. This happened to my 
wife and her office mate last week. if you run into this group, call 


the attention of the nearest police or traffic personnel immediats- 


 KHENJAY INOCENCIO, 34, Makati City 


No to zoo closure 

MAYOR Alfredo Lim must not allow the Manila Zoo to be torn 
down and replaced with a concrete struct 
traffic-stopper like the Philippine Basketball Association 
dome! More, not less open spaces, please! 


ind a potential 


ANDY TAN, 49, Manila 


Cops to bare new ‘weapons’ against crime 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘THE QUEZON CITY POLICE DISTRICT 

SE will soon have new "weapons" at its 

^ disposal: Teams of investigators and 
emergency responders composed en- 
tirely of policewomen. 

“We are in the process of recruiting 
policewomen for an all-female detec- 
tive team,” Senior Supt. Magtanggol 
Gatdula, QCPD chief, told the Ingum- 
sn recently. 

‘According to him, all candidates 
will undergo a background check to 


= 


ensure that they measure up to the 
QCPD standards of efficiency and ef- 
fectiveness. 

Today, the police district will start 
fielding an all-female mobile patrol 
team at the Araneta Center in Cubao, 
where several criminal incidents in 
which women were the victims have 
been reported. 

“After all-female mobile patrol and 
detective teams, we will next create a 
Special Weapons and Tactics unit 
composed entirely of women police 
officers,” he added. 


According to Gatdula, the forma- 
tion of the teams is in line with the 
city’s Gender and Development Code 
which tasks local officials with effec- 
tively enforcing the laws for the pro- 
tection of women and children. 

By fielding women police officers, 
the QCPD hopes to make the police 
force more approachable, particular- 
ly for women and children who are 
victims of abuse, he added. 

“This is part of our plans of improv- 
ing our police community efforts in 
Quezon City" Gatdula said 
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grenade explosion 


ByDJYap 


A BLAST FROM A GRENADE ABANDONED 
on the street left three men and a woman 
wounded on Saturday evening in Makati City. 

The explosion caused by an MK-2 hand 
grenade occurred at 7:35 p.m. at the corner of 
Sweet Orange and Mockingbird Streets in 
Barangay Rizal, according to the police. 

Investigators believe the explosive device 
was planted deliberately, but the intended 
victim and motive remain unknown. 

The victims were treated for shrapnel 
wounds at the Ospital ng Makati where they 
remain under observation, the case investiga- 
tor, PO2 Rico Caramat, said. 

‘They were identified as Richard Belone, 


16; and Peter Casas, 18, both residents of 
Block 282 Lot 6 on Maya St. in Barangay 
Rizal; Jaime Pingol, 56, of Goldfinger Street; 
and Marietta Arenas, 41, of Block 20 Lot 9 on 
Bluebird St. 

Based on the investigation, Belone and 
Casas were riding on a motorcycle while Pin- 
gol was driving his tricycle with Arenas as his 
passenger when the blast occurred. 

A Special Weapons and Tactics team led 
by PO3 Enrique Fernandez inspected the 
scene and recovered several metal frag- 
ments and the safety lever of an MK-2 hand 
grenade. 

Investigators said the area isa frequent site. 
of riots among youth gangs, and is a known 
lair of drug pushers and robbers. 


QC gets tough on illegal parking 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


QUEZON CITY MAYOR FELICIANO BELMONTE 
Jz. has ordered local agencies to identify the 
Streets being used illegally as parking areas by 
‘commercial establishments or companies, saying 
the city government is serious in its campaign to 
remove traffic obstructions. 

He also directed Tadeo Palma of the No- 
valiches District Center to immediately look 
for an impounding area in the city's second 
district. “The cost of renting the impounding 
area can be taken from the retrieval fees to be 
paid by vehicle owners,” Belmonte said. 

The mayor likewise directed Barangay Op- 
erations Center head Donato Matias to pro- 
vide the Department of Public Order and 
Safety with a list of barangays where streets 
are being used illegally as parking areas by 
commercial establishments and factories. 

According to DPOS chief Manuel Sabalza, 
they have been strictly enforcing the penalty 
for owners of vehicles parked illegally on the 
streets: A P2,000 fine and the impounding of 
thevehicle. 

Sabalza added that they are also monitor- 
ing provincial bus terminals for possible viola- 
tions of city regulations on parking. 

Belmonte directed Sabalza to coordinate 
with the City Council about the issuance of spe- 
cial use permits—which allows vehicle owners 
to park near the establishment they are patron- 
izing—which he said was partly to blame for 
the city’s worsening illegal parking problem. 


RES er en 
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Honest gov't worker to be cited 
FOR HIS singular act of honesty, a traffic enforcer 
who returned a mobile phone he found in a taxi wil 
be given a special citation by the city government of 
Makati. Nonito Bugaring, a member of the Makati 
Department of Public Safety, wil be commended for. 
returning the cellular phone of Mark Gaudense Oma- 
Gap last week city officiais said. Omagap, an em- 
ployee of SGV & Co, with offices in the central busi- 
ness district, reported Bugaring's good deed in a let- 
ter to DPS director Hermenegildo Son Miguel. He 
said he let his phone in a cab on July 11 at around 2 
m. When he tried calling the number, Bugaring an- 
Suered and told him he found the phone. They ar- 
ranged to meet, and Omagap said he got his phone 
back an hour later. "The city of Makati recognizes its 
employees who exhibit good values and dedication 
to their duties,” Mayor Jejomar Binay said. 

DJ Yap 


UP Beta Sigma is 61 

THE UP Beta Sigma Fraternity commemorates its 
6st founding anniversary with a monthlong se- 
ries of activities that recognizes the fraterity’s 
pursuit of leadership and excellence since it was 
founded on July 14, 1948, Among the activities are 
a fellowship on July 17, "Folkways 07," at Bahay 
ng Alumni, UP Diliman campus; July 24, "Chess 
with the Masters,” UP Diliman tambayan; and July 
28, fim showing ("Case") at the UP Film Institute, 
Diliman. For inquiries, contact Gino Alo at 0906- 
3538832 and Gary Patawaran at 0927-7209593. 


Inquirer launches anti-TB 
program for ‘street partners’ 


By Santiago R. Alcantara 


THE BENEFITS FOR THE 
Inqumen's "business partners 
in the streets" keep coming. 

“We have put up a tubercu- 
losis prevention program for 
newsboys who are prone to 
pulmonary illnesses since they 
are always in the streets and 
exposed to pollution,” said 
Edwin Sacramed, INQUIRER 
circulation sales manager. 

Of the initial 20 newsboys 
who were tested on July 10, 


DR. JONAS Policarpio of Unilab briefs newsboys on how they 


seven were positive for TB, he 
added. 
The seven were subse- 
" quently given free antituber- 
losis medicine, courtesy of 
LAUNCHING VALUE SERVICE FROM A United Laboratories Inc, I- 
NEWER PLAYER quers partner in giving the 
‘Monette Aldovino-De Joya, Advisory Account newsboys access to medicine 
Manager, Innove Communications & 


and health facilities. 
YMMA awardee for Account Management They were also briefed on 


* how to manage the disease 


by one of the pharmaceutical 
LAUNCHING NEW FLANKER PRODUCTS company's officials. 

TO PROTECT TURE ^I told the newsboys the 
Carla Chavez, Senior Brand Manager, Alaska Milk 


importance of taking the an- 
& YMMA awardee for Brand Management ti-TB medicine as prescribed 
4&5 


by their doctor to stop the dis- 
ease from spreading. If you 

LAUNCHING SERVICE IN A NEW MARKET get TB from other people, you 

Candice Alabanza-lyog, Vice President for 

Marketing and Product, Cebu Pacific Air & 

YMMA awardee for Service Marketing 


‘Aurora Mangubat-Suarez, Publisher, Summit Media es aent rrano re 


& YMMA awardee for Business Development 


can become a cartier” Dr 
Jonas Policarpio, Unilab 
medical director for con- 
sumers' health, said. 

According to Policarpio, 
there were patients who were 
already in the third stage of 
the disease, “meaning, medi- 
cation would take six 
months." 

The TB prevention pro- 
gram is part of Inuinen’s Pro- 
ject In-vest, the first compre- 
hensive support program to 
be launched by a newspaper 
for its partners in the streets. 

Under the program, around 


Pond caretaker killed in Rizal 


600  newsboys received 
P50,000 each in accidental in- 
surance. They will also get 
free medical checkups twice a 
year and other incentives. 

Since June, the INQUIRER 
has also been conducting, 
with the help of Unilab and 
other organizations, medical 
missions on weekends for 
newsboys and newsstand 
vendors in several areas in 
Metro Manila. 

More will be held in the 
coming months in the cities 
of Davao, Iloilo, Bacolod and 
Cebu. 


Jane Basas, Senior Marketing Manager, Smart 
Communications & YMMA awardee for 


International Marketing 
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BUSINESS ... sens 


“Even if the government goes high-tech, we 
will never run out of customers because our 
clients include fixers at different government 
agencies,” he added. “These fixers go to us but 
they charge their customers a much higher 
price.” 

The counterfeiting syndicate is so orga- 
nized it has files of the names and samples of 
signatures of the school officials of most edu- 
cational institutions. Italso has a collection of 
samples of government and company seals, 
stamps and, of course, diplomas. 

Nanding said that their business has man- 
aged to survive through the years because 
they get protection from law enforcers in the 
area. 

"They either are bribed or they're a part of 
it,” he said. “Tve befriended a lot of police- 
men, I can get out of jail with just one phone 
call froma police officer.” 


By Kristine L. Alave 


‘AUTHORITIES FISHED OUT FROM A POND IN 
Pililia, Rizal, the body of its caretaker yesterday. 
Police identified the victim as Benjie Flor, a 
resident of Barangay Halayhayin in Pililia, af- 
ter they received a call from a fellow worker. 

‘According to the police report, Flor's body 
was found floating in the fish pen at around 8. 
a.m. by the morning custodian. 

The police said the victim's skull sustained 
a deep wound and there were also bruises in 
different parts of his body. 

Investigators are trying to determine if the 
victim had quarreled with anyone or if he had 
visitors on pond on Saturday night. 

“The victim was described as a good natured 
individual, police said. 

‘Authorities said there was nothing stolen 
from the fish pen, leading them to rule out 
robbery as the motive. They added that the 
perpetrator could have been nursing a deep- 
seated grudge against the victim because of 
the serious wounds he sustained. 
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N. Korea shuts down reactor, 
says it is ready to move forward 


WASHINGTON—NORTH KOREA HAS TOLD THE UNITED STATES 
it has shut down a nuclear reactor as part of a disarmament deal, 
the US state department said on Saturday after a team of UN nucle- 
ar inspectors arrived in Pyongyang. 


"We welcome this development and look 
forward to the verification and monitoring of 
this shutdown by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency team that has arrived” in 
North Korea, state department spokesperson 
Sean McCormack said. 

North Korea said last week it would consid- 
er suspending the operation of its nuclear fa- 
cilities as soon as it received the first shipment 
of oil from South Korea under a Feb. 13 aid- 
for-disarmament deal. 

A South Korean tanker carrying 6,200 tons 
of fuel oil arrived early on Saturday at the 
North Korea's northeastern port of Sonbong, 
the Unification Ministry in Seoul said. 

McCormack said US negotiators looked for- 
‘ward to the next step of the Feb. 13 agreement, 
in which North Korea “has committed to declar- 
ing all its nuclear programs and disabling all its 
existing nuclear facilities.” North Korea con- 
ducted its first nuclear test in October 2006. 

‘The announcement about the shutdown of 
the Yongbyon nuclear facilities, made in a 
two-paragraph statement, came on the same 


day as the arrival in Pyongyang of a team 
from the UN nuclear watchdog agency. 

The leader of the IAEA team said earlier in 
Beijing they would be go straight to Yong- 
byon, which is north of Pyongyang, on Satur- 
day to begin work at the complex, which pro- 
duces weapons-grade plutonium. 

"The team of 10 experts is the first to retum to 
monitor the shutdown after a four-and-a-half year 
absence. 

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei 
has said it would take about a month to set up the 
‘monitoring equipment. “Iam quite optimistic that 
this is a good step in the right direction,” he said. 

In his statement, McCormack said, "We, 
along with all our other six-party partners, re- 
main firmly committed to achieving the denu- 
clearization of the Korean Peninsula." 

The six-party talks are scheduled to resume. 
in Beijing on Wednesday, he said. 

‘The talks, at which North Korea sits down 
with the United States, South Korea, China, 
Japan and Russia, are expected to map out the. 
next stage of the disarmament process. Reuters 


Russia suspends arms pact, 
citing US missile shield plan 


MOSCOW—PRESIDENT VLADIMIR V PUTIN 
formally notified Nato governments on Satur- 
day that Russia would suspend its obligations. 
under the Conventional Forces in Europe 
‘Treaty, a major Cold War-era arms-limitation 
agreement, in response to US plans to deploy 
a missile shield in Eastern Europe. 

‘The decision ratcheted up tensions over US 
plans fora missile shield, which Russia oppos- 
es, but also reflected an escalating trend of 
anti-Americanism and deep suspicion toward. 
the West in Russia's domestic politics ahead of 
presidential elections here next March. 

Russia's suspension will take effect in 150 
days, according to a copy of the Putin's decree 
posted on a Kremlin website. That delay 
leaves open the possibility of further negotia- 
tion on the 1990 treaty, which resulted in a 
huge wave of disarmament along the former 
East-West divide in Europe. 

Despite a Foreign Ministry statement that 
from now on Russia would reject any limita- 


New’ Osama 
video urges 
martyrdom 


WASHINGTON—AL 
Qaida leader Osama 
bin Laden praises mar- 
tyrdom as a weapon 
and a path to glory for 
Muslims in a video 
that CNN said on Sat- 
urday was intercepted 
before it was to appear 
on radical Islamist 
websites. 

CNN, which noted 
it could not verify the 
authenticity of the 
40-minute video and 
had translated it from 
Arabic into English, 
said on its website there was no indication 
of where or when the footage had been 
shot. 

The news network said the video contained 
old clips but concluded it had been compiled 
in the last four weeks. 

Octavia Nast, CNN's senior editor for Arab 
affairs, said Bin Laden appears in only a 50- 
second portion of the video in which he as- 
serts the Prophet Mohammed had wanted to 
bea martyr. 

"What is this status that the best of 
mankind wished for himself?” CNN said Bin 
Laden asked rhetorically. “He wished to be a 
martyt. He himself said: ‘By Him in whose 
hands my life is! I would love to attack and be 
martyred.” 

The US Senate voted on Friday to double 
the bounty on Bin Laden to $50 million and 
require President George W. Bush to refo- 
cus on capturing the Saudi-born militant 
after reports that al-Qaida is gaining 
strength. 

Shortly after the Sept. 11 attacks, Bush said 
he wanted Bin Laden caught dead or alive. 
But a year before the US invasion of Iraq in 
2003, Bush shifted his emphasis, saying he 
did not know Bin Laden's whereabouts and “I 
truly am not that concerned about him.” 

Reuters 


BIN LADEN in 
intercepted video. 


tions on redeploying heavy weaponry on its 
Western border, the Kremlin's move is not ex- 
pected to radically transform the security sit- 
uation on the continent. 

But the decision is a strong indicator that 
the smiles and warm embraces between Presi- 
dents Bush and Putin just a few weekends ago 
at the so-called “lobster summit” in Maine did 
little to soften the Kremlin, in particular its 
pique over proposals to build two US missile 
defense bases in former Soviet satellite states, 
Poland and the Czech Republic. 

So on Saturday, Putin reached for a powerful 
diplomatic tool to fend off what he has de- 
scribed as American bullying and Nato and Eu- 
ropean encirclement that the Kremlin believes 
encroaches into a Russian sphere of influence. 

White House officials expressed disap- 
pointment after the announcement from 
Moscow, but pledged to continue to meet 
with their Russian counterparts to resolve the 
dispute. NYT 


WoRLDBRIEFS 
5 Darfur rebel groups 


agree to unite 
ASMARA— Five Darfur rebel groups agreed on Sat- 
urday to unite head of possible peace talks to end a 
four-year confict in the region which so far has de- 
fied resolution, in part because of fractious rebel 
groups. In a statement to reporters, the new group, 
the United Front for Liberation and Development 
(UFLD), called on other rebels in Sudan's western re- 
dion to join them. "This announcement of the forma- 
fion of the UFLD is preparation for that eventuality 
(the peace talks) once it takes place,” said Sherif 
Herir, a top leader in one of two Sudan Liberation 
Army (SLA) factions that signed the agreement in 
‘Asmara. The Darfur rebels fractured into more than a 
dozen armed groups afer an unpopular peace deal 
last year with Khartoum that only one faction signed. 
International experts estimate that some 200,000 
people have died in Darfur in what the United States 
has termed genocide. The violence fared aftr mostly 
non-Arab rebels took up arms in 2003 accusing Su- 
dar’ central government of neglecting the remote, 
arid western region. Khartoum mobilized brutal mili- 
tias, called Janjaweed, to quell the revolt. 

Reuters 


Suicide attacks, roadside 
bombing kill 14 in Pakistan 


PESHAWAR—Two suicide attackers and a road- 
side bomb simultaneously struck a military con- 
voy in northwestern Pakistan on Sunday, killing 11 
soldiers and three civilians, the army spokesper- 
son said. The convoy of Army and paramilitary 
troops was attacked by suspected militants in 
Swat, a mountainous area of North West Frontier 
Province bordering Afghanistan, Maj. Gen. Wa- 
heed Arshad said. Suspected Islamic militants 
have stepped up their attacks in the northwest, 
with authorities saying the fighting may be in reac- 
tion to the government's bloody takeover of the 
Red Mosque in Islamabad last week. 

ap 


Car bomb attacks, violence 
around Baghdad kill 16 


BAGHDAD—Eight people were killed by car bombs 
in Shite districts of Baghdad on Saturday and eight 
other Shiites were shot dead in their beds, Iraqi po~ 
lice said. A US soldier was killed by a landmine 
south of Baghdad while on foot patrol, the US mili- 
tary said. More than 3,600 US forces have been 
killed since the 2003 invasion, including more than 
30 so far this month. 

Reuters 
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5 wins, boosts 
Fiba Asia cause 
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By Musong R. Castillo 


; THOUGH ENORMOUS IT MAY 


seem, coach Chot Reyes does not 
see the need to celebrate. 


San MiguelPilipinas steamrolled its way post 

Lebanon in the fourth quarter last night to win, 87-81, 

and rule the Smart 4-Nation Invitational, the country’s 

second tile in the leadup to the Big Dance two weeks 
from now in Tokushima, Japan. 

Fivefoot8 point guard Jimmy Alapag was big 

and Mark Caguioa turned a sloppy start into a fu- 

rious finish to lead the Filipinos 

ina relentless siege when it mat- 

tered before a huge, boisterous 
crowd at the Araneta Coliseum. 

1 Coming off the bench, Alapag 
scored 16 of his 23 points in the second quarter and 
kept the Filipinos in the game, and Caguioa, after miss- 
ing his first nine shots, hit six of his last 10 to finish with 
13 in the fourth and keep the Lebanese at bay. 

“It’s nice to win, of course,” Reyes, who also steered 
‘Team Philippines to a sweep of the Southeast Asian 


best game in the series, added four of his 10 for the 
night, and Alapag contributed a triple in that decisive 
run for 74-65 RP lead. 

Al hopes of a Lebanon comeback ended when 
Caguioa slashed his way in for two straight teardrop 
conversions for 78-68 with 2:58 left. 

"The important thing here is that we now know that 
we can close out games,” Reyes said. "And it is nice to 
have achieved this (championship) without being 100 
percent. We found ways to win even if we played our 
13 game in 14 days. 

“Prom March 12 (when the first batch of RP Team. 
members was named) to today, the difference is like 
night and day" he added. "This team is evolving well 
We have the game to compete in Japan. Can we win it? 
Idontt know. 

“Its going to be a confluence of breaks, good fortune 
and good play, and with a little bit of lick—yes, I think 
we can win it (the championship).” 

1t was the Filipinos’ second victory against the 
Lebanese, whom they edged, 88-83, in the inaugurals. 

“The Philippines only loss came at the hands of Chi- 
na, which escaped with a 77-74 win aided by two Ala- 
pag misses from the stripe in the endgame on Friday. 

‘Alapag won the MVP award and also occupied the 
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Basketball Association champi- 
onship in Thailand in May, later 
told scribes. "But lets reserve the 
celebrations for later, in August, 
in Japan.” 

"The Filipinos, who are hoping 

to reach next year's Olympics by 
topping the Fiba Asia Champi- 
onship set July 28 to Aug. 5 in 

‘Tokushima, wriggled out of a 61-61 


point guard slot in the Mythical Team, where he was 
joined by Fade El Khatib of Lebanon and Kelly Williams 
of the Philippines at forward, Michael Madanly of Syria 
in the other guard spot and Joe Vogel of Lebanon at 
center. 

El Khatib, a massive forward, paced the Lebanese 
with 31 points. 

The scores: 

SSMC-PIPINAS 87—Aapag 23, Caguioa 19, Wiliams 15, Ray- 
mundo 10, Rts 7, Norwood 7, Te 4, Merk 2, Penns 0, Hon- 
A "erst. 

3 LEBANON 81—E Khatib 31; Vogel 27, Mahmoud 15 Fed 4, 
DAVID VS. GOLIATH: jimmy Alapag challenges the hulking and Kerbie Raymundo. Beshara 2, Baa 2, Turk 0, Abd Nour 0. 
Joseph Vogel of Lebanon inlastright’sgame.  wcusroaacuz Caguioa had six points, Raymundo, who played his Quarters 15-14, 2635, Sa 87-81 
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pine Open winner last February, whois _ Defending Sammy Cup champion 


posted his best finish on his ninth tour- 
nament in the current Japan Tour via a 
fveway tie for sixth place in the 
Nagoshima Shigeo Invitational Sega 
‘Sammy Cup here Sunday. 

The 47-year-old Filipino star won 
4,617,000 (about P1.3 million) after 
winding up with a four-round total of 3- 
under-par 285 on rounds of 73-75-67- 
70 at the par-72 North Country Club. 

Before the tournament, the Philip- 


Pagulayan bows out 
of Guinness title race 


‘THE PHILIPPINES’ 
title drought in the 
Guinness 9-Ball Tour 
continued yesterday 
"with Alex Pagulayan 
dropping his semifinal 
match to Malaysian 
Ibrahim Bin Amir, 13- 
11, atthe Orchid 
Country Club in Singa- 
pore. 

Tt wasa frustrating 
defeat for Pagulayan, 
whohad earlier 
climbed out ofa 7-4 
hole to grab a 9-7 lead. He was bid- 
ding to end Chinese-Taipe’s domi- 
nation of the Tour, which serves asa. 
‘qualifier for this year's World Pool 
Championships in Manila. 

Instead, it was the Mindanao- 
‘bom Amir who got the chance to 
stop the Taiwanese in his first finals 
appearance ever in the tour. 

Fora while, Pagulayan flashed 
the form that made him the 2004 
WPC champion, clawing froma 
three-rack deficit to seize the lead. 

But just as quickly Pagulayan 
lapsed into errors and allowed Amir 
todraw level at 9. 

They traded racks fora 10-all 


running 10th overall in the Asian Tour 
Order of Merit with eamings of 
$165,622, tied for 15th place in the 
UBS Japan Golf Tour Championship 
ast month for his best finish this sea- 
son. 

‘With the Asian Tour taking almost a 
two-month break, Mifioza has concen- 
trated his campaign on the rich Japan 
circuit where he now has total earnings 
of Y11,424,485. 


Toru Taniguchi of Japan retained his ti- 
de with a three-stroke win over Thai- 
land's Prom Meesawat and claimed the 
30,000,000 top prize from the total 
pot of Y150,000,000.. 

‘Taniguchi finished at 12-under 276 
(70-70-68-68). 

Four Japanese kept Miñoza compa- 
ny in sixth place—Mamo Osanai (65), 
Yusaku Miyazato (66), Tateo Jet Ozaki 
(71) and Azuma Yano (72). 


ALEX Pagulayan reacts to a pocketed 9 ball. 
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© We reconstruct eyebrows, Follicular unit transplant 
sideburns, moustache * Multi-inear hairline grafts 
* We cover scars on hair «© Up to 3000 plus grafts in 
bearing areas 1 session 
+ Werecreate natural looking e Trichophytic dosure 

hairines * No bandage after surgery 
positional safety shots of Amit. * We restore bald and thinning — , 

“Tr was a hard loss for me to take areas oP a SOR EE ma 
because I wanted toscoremycoun- | =- -= mo oes ` 
Aada nN Garnie at - 

sd iarelpede | * Permanent + Maintenance fre » Grows naturally using your own hair 
winner ofthe all Chinese: Taipei Call now to schedule your consultation with the doctor himself. 
semifinal between 2005 double 
word champion Wu Chia-ching PINEDAHAIR CLINICS 
and Kaohsiung leg winner Yang usi 
Chingshun whoweresillengaged | medica! Towers Makati 

oom E12. Rufino Street 


in battle at press time. 
Marlon Bernardino, Contributor (02) 813.0691 www.pinedahair.com 


count, necessitating the application 
of the two-rack-advantage ruling. 

‘The extended period did not ben- 
efi Pagulayan as he ran out of tricks 
to bail him out of the exceptional 


Galaxy Arcadi 
Miuse Street, Davao City. 


(082) 221 2682 


July 22, Adidas Sports Kamp 


‘Registration starts at Tam or can 931-7954 
‘or 096 4087046 to preregister. 


STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP. 


mr m 


cum 


Takethe * - 
shortcut to 
beinga 
millionaire! 


«slash» amount purchased éslash> service station TD to 2366. 


WINNERS of : NY 
P1MILLION! : tnr 


: ridi. 100 a 09 609 pm. 


from May?  Sejtember 6. 2007 


a Geta chance to be 1 of 12 millionaires, With every P300 purchase of Petrón fuels, lub 
or Treats items. For Petron Fleet Card holders: r 
"To register, text PETRON «space» REG «space» Jast five digits of the Petron Fleet Card 
: lash» name «slash» complete address to 2366, 
To send entries, text PETRON «space» invoice number of the transaction slip 


please cal he Petron Sandásérang Miyonary Promo helpdesk 
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Crack badminton bidders hit town today 


By Romina S. Austria. 

‘TOP FILIPINO PLAYERS LED BY SIBLINGS 
Kennie and Kennevic Asuncion are bracing 
for the rare chance of playing against some 
of the world's finest even as participants in 
the 2007 Bingo Bonanza Philippine Open 
Badminton Championships have started to 
arrive in batches. 

‘The main bulk of the foreign fied, inclu- 
cing the crack Chinese squad, arrives today 
forthe five-day, $120,000 Grand Prix Gold 
event which begins Wednesday at the 


PhiSports Arena in Pasig City. 

China's world No. 2 Chen Hong and No. 
5 Bao Chunlai will plane in at 4:45 p.m. 
aboard a Cathay Pacific ight while the 37- 
player Malaysian contingent, led by world 
No. 3 men's singles player Lee Chong Wei 
and defending champion Hafiz Hashim, 
arrives at 7:30 pom. via a Philippine Air- 
lines fight. 

‘They are among the 176 players from 
about 300 participants expected to hit 
town today 

‘The last 45 players, including 20 from 


South Korea, will arrive tomorrow. 

‘Thirty-five Filipinos, led by the Asun- 
ons who were last years mixed doubles 
runners-up, are seeing action in the event 
although majority will have to go through 
the qualifiers set tomorrow. 

Aside from the singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles titles, world ranking points 
are also up for grabs. 

Other top players arriving today are 
Denmark's world No. 9 Kenneth Jonassen 
and No. 13 ladies singles player Tine Ras- 
mussen, England's Andrew Smith, Ameri- 


can doubles specialist Tony Gunawan and 
India’s defending ladies singles champion 
Saina Nehwal. 

Five bets from Germany, Italy and Aus- 
tria planed in on Saturday while world No. 
4 ladies singles player Xu Huaiwen of Ger- 
many, world No. 6 Pi Hongyan of France 
and reigning Olympic and Asian Games 
champion Taufik Hidayat of Indonesia ar- 
rived yesterday along with 121 others 
from 18 countries. 

Tickets are now on sale at Ticketworld 


Warriors clip 


Eagles; 


ELMER ESPIRITU TURNED FROM SHOT 
blocker to clutch hitter in the final minute to 
lift University of the East to a wild 76-73 victo- 
ry over Ateneo and the solo lead in the UAAP 
men’s basketball tournament at the Ninoy 
Aquino Stadium. 

‘Known more for his defensive contribution, Espir- 
itu knocked in a pair of clutch baskets as the Warriors 
inflicted a first loss on the Eagles in the young season 
and pulled ahead of idle La Salle Green Archers with 
their third straight win. 

James Martinez provided the buffer in the last 7.9 
seconds by burying two free throws that padded the 
Warriors slim 74-73 lead. 

"Their big guys were our main concem,” said UE 
coach Dindo Pumaren. "But Espiritu played well and 
‘we also gota big game from (rookie Paul) Lee." 

Earlier, the National U Bulldogs made whipping 
boys out of the University of the Philippines Maroons 
with an 86-79 win that tied them with the Eagles at 


NU up 


The young Maroons re- 
mained winless in three 
games despite the 25- 
point effort of freshman 
guard Mike Gamboa. 

The Eages took the 
lead for the last time on a 
Ken Barracoso triple, 71- 
70, heading into the final two minutes before Espiri- 
tu nailed the decisive back-to-back baskets for UE, 
747. 

Ateneo center Ford Arao nailed a hook shoot with 
12 seconds left that narrowed the gap to 74-73, but 
Martinez drew a foul from Nonoy Baclao on the 
next possession. 


GAMES THURSDAY 
(Ninoy Aquino Statum) 
2 p.m.—Adamson 
ws. Santo Tomas (Srs) 
4p .— a Sale 
vs. Far Easter (S's) 


three-point heave was off the mark at the buzzer. 

The sores: 

First Game 

NU 86—Ferander 23, Aguiar 1, Janke 12, Asoro 9. Lin- 
qe-Ung 6, Ctamara 5, Ganon 4, Malagueño 3, Garia 2 
Savado 2, Dela Co 2 Ponterrada O. Terso 0, Luy O. 

UP 79— Gamboa 25, Co 13, Lopez 9, Reyes B Serios 8, 
‘Abaya S De Asis 4, Rosales 3, Socrates 2. Epes 2, Mar- 


boo 


"The Maroons kept the game tight until early in the 
"fourth period when the Bulldogs launched their at- 
tack behind rookie big man Raymond Aguilar. 
“We were very worried because we knew UP was 
not afraid of us," said NU coach Manny Dandan. 
‘Aguilar, a transferee from San Sebastian College, 
scored 14 of his 18 points in the second half and 
hauled down 10 boards to back up veteran Jonathan 
Fernandez, who shot a team-high 23 points. 
, Exploiting their height advantage, the Bulldogs 
"grabbed 55 rebounds—16 by Edwin Asoro—while 
UP registered only 38. 


for 0. Wong 0. 
Quarters: 23-18, 3937, 64-61, 8679 
Second Game 
UE 76—Lee 13, Gregorio 12, Thiele 

10, Martinez 9, Espiritu 9, Boboran 7, 

Aralar T, Lagas 3, Lingganay 2. 

Fampurme 2. Cañizares 2, Bandaying 

0, Reyes. 

ATENEO 73—Tà 16, Ao 15, Bar- 
acoso 12, Bacto 6, Reyes 6, A-Hussai- 
116, Neemakolam 4, Salamat 3, Monfort 
3, Laterre 2, usta, Escueta D. 

Quarters: 17-12, 36-40, 58-54, 7673 


STATE U's Julius Wong (left) and Jayfelson Agbayani (right) 
dispute the rebound against NU's Joseph Lingao-lingao. ranum 


‘Kiamco, Orcollo get door Rich NCR Milo 42K Sunday 


‘in q’finals; Ortmann wins 


WARREN KIAMCO AND DENNIS 
SOrcollo dropped their respective 
quarterfinal matches yesterday in 
‘the 2007 Predator World Straight 
"Pool Championship at the Hilton Ho- 
‘tel in East Brunswick, New Jersey. 
2 The 36-year-old Kiamco from 
“Pasil, Cebu, yielded to Huidji See of 
‘the Netherlands, 200-55, while Or- 
collo, the 28-year-old pride of Suri- 
3gao del Sur, bowed to Oliver Ort- 
‘mann of Germany, 200-7. 

‘Ortmann went on to win the title 


after beating See, 200-171, in the fi- 
nals to take the top prize of 
$12,500. See settled for $5,500. 

In the semifinals, See bested Aus- 
trian Martin Kempter, 200-41, to set 
up the final against Ortmann, a for- 
mer world 9-ball titlist who beat 
Danny Harriman of the US, 200-123. 

Kempter and Harriman went 
home with $3,400 each while Or- 
collo, Kiamco, Schmidt 
Hohman each received $2,450. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor. 


BIG CASH PRIZES, INCLUDING P30,000 EACH 
for the men's and women's winners, are at stake 
in this Sunday's most anticipated qualifying race 
of the National Milo Marathon which will be 
aged off at the Quirino Grandstand in Manila. 

‘The National Capital Region race is the only 
qualifier disputed over the full 42.195-kilometer 
distance and the same route to be used for the 
Milo Marathon grand finals on Nov. 18. 

The Manila leg runners-up will get P20,000 
each while the third and fourth placers will take 
home P10,000 and P5,000, respectively The fifth 
to 10th placers will get P2,000 each and medals. 

The rest of the 42K finishers will receive 
medals and Milo goodie bags. 


and 


Panasonic's 2007 Line-Up 
of VIERA Flat-Panel TVs 
Capture the Motion World 


Panasonic recently launched its new range of VIERA 
Flat Plasma and LCD TVs that stage high quality repro- 
duction of fast-moving images, easy operations and 
smart networking features at the Mandarin Oriental. 

‘To further revolutionize consumers viewing experi- 
ence, Panasonic has increased its assortment in the 26- 
inch as well as 32inch category as a response to the in- 
creasing consumer demand for LCD TVs in the Philip- 
pines. Panasonic has also incorporated a new genera- 
tion technology, the "100 Hz Motion Picture Pro,” that 
further reduces afterimages and blurririess of fast mov- 
ing images and scenes in its top of the range 32-inch 
models which also boast of the "IPS-alpha" Panel. 

‘The limelight for technological evolution hovered 
more on Panasonic's latest VIERA Plasma TVs which 
provide even darker blacks and subtler gradation and 
give images exceptional detail on larger screens. Giv- 
ing rich texture to even the finest movie details, Pana- 
sonics technologies reproduce images that convey 
deep emotion and provide superb viewing quality with 
clarity and detail to bring sports and movies to life. 

Equipped with the refined Panasonic's V-Real I tech- 
nology acclaimed 
for delivering out- 
standing image 
quality, VIERA 
Plasma TVs yield 
Video reproduc- 
tion that reaches 
the level of art 
These new tech- 
nologies combine 
expertise gained in 
developing high- 


| LALLI 


Games with advanced authoring technologies developed 
at the Panasonic Hollywood Laboratory (PHL). 

To further augment the Plasma's revolutionary clari- 
ty, Panasonic also introduces the Anti-Glare Process 
Technology - a technology which outputs clear picture 
production for the ultimate viewing experience. 

Panasonic is the World's First Manufacturer to pro- 
duce Plasma with this technology. 

But the most unique feature of Panasonic's 2007 
VIERA Flat Panel TVs is the Viera Link, allowing users 
to operate other connected AV components via one 
VIERA TV's remote control unit. So a DVD recorder 
Blu-ray player, HD Video Camera and other equipment 
can be connected to a VIERA TV that will provide extra 
ease and convenience as part of the entertainment 
package. The VIERA Link experience also offers net- 
‘working convenience with a high-capacity SDHC cards 
(4GB). Take a moment to enjoy precious moments in 
slide shows while watching your captured pictures 
manifest themselves in VIERA. 

Every system, device and component in VIERA re- 
flects Panasonic's relentless pursuit of superior image 
quality from every angle. With the incessant flow of 
modern innovations in the industry, Panasonic timely 
delivers more ideas for life. 


In the provincial legs, only the top three finish- 
ersin the men's and women's division get slots to 
the Milo Marathon final. 

The NCR leg will reward finishers who get un- 
der the four-hour qualifying time for men and 
four and a half hours for women with berths to 
the grand finals. 

‘The Manila elimination run will be held in 
parmership with Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, 
Adidas and Department of Tourism. 

‘According to Milo AVP for Sports Pat Goc-ong, 
about P489,000 is at stake in the qualifier. 

Registration is ongoing at the ground floor of 
the Vasquez Madrigal Plaza Building, 51 Annapo- 
lis Street, San Juan and will end on July 20. 


SPORTSWATCH 
PBL prospects may list up now 


THE PBL OFFICE IS NOW ACCEPTING appli- 
cants for its rookie draft slated in September. 
Following last month's Unity Cup tourna- 
ment, the PBL is taking a long break to give 
way to collegiate leagues. The season-ending 
tournament is tentatively set in October. Play- 
ers who wish to join the rookie draft can get 
their application form at the PBL office at Unit 
2302-A West Tower, Philippine Stock Ex- 
change Centre in Pasig City from Monday to. 
Friday. A week before the draft, the league will 
also hold its rookie camp. Team owners who 
want to be part of the PBL may visit the 

league office. For inquiries, call 667-3008. 


Pasay 2|st-year derby today 
MORE THAN 100 MATCHES ARE ON TAP AS 
the opening round of the first round ofthe PCC 
21st Anniversary 6-Cock Derby gets going at 2 
p.m. today at the Pasay City Cockpit. The coun- 
trys leading cockers are wing in the derby spon- 
sored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. The sec- 
ond round is on Wednesday and the finais on Fri- 
day. The guaranteed prize is P2 milion, accord- 
ing to pit managers Eric dela Rosa and Butchoy 
Olano. The champion handler and gaffer wil get 
P100,000 and P50,000, respective. Participants 
and paying patrons will receive anniversary gifts. 


PCAP top cockers feted 

THE CO-OWNERS OF THE FIREBIRD JIMAFER 
BJ entry—Biboy Enriquez, Joel Fernando and BJ 
Sun—received their award as the 2007 Pinoy 
Cockers Association of the Philippines (PCAP) 
Cockers of the Year during simple awards rites 
held last week at the Makati Coliseum. The trio 
banked on Enriquez’ Kelso Sweater and Hatch 
Roundhead bulstags to amass a whopping total 
0f 40.5 points in 13 derbies held this season. Jun. 
Pascual of Laguna (Sierra Madre Ridge) bagged 
fist runner-up honors with 385 points whie 
Sandy Sur (Michael One) settled for third place 
with 37.5. Meanwhile, promoters Lito Orillaza, 
Rudy Salud and Wiliam Co announced that the 
scheduled “Salpukan” 6-cock derby this month 
at the same venue wal not push through. 


at National Book Store outlets, 


RA 9064 
should reward 
Paeng, Bata, too 


WHEN THE 14TH 
Congress opens on 
July 23, one of the 
measures that law- 
makers should con- 
sider amending is 
Republic Act No. 
9064. Under this 
law's provision, ath- 
leres and coaches 
who win medals in Manolo R. 

the Olympics, Asian — [jjj 
Ganesanterentne EO 
Southeast Asian Games as well as their 
coaches are entitled to cash rewards and/or 
incentives. 

The law, however, does not reward the 
winners of non-Olympic sports like bowler 
Paeng Nepomuceno and billiards legend 
Efren “Bata” Reyes, who have similarly 
Drought honor to the country. 

Where is fairness here? 

How come Nepomuceno, a four-time 
‘World Cup bowling winner, and Reyes, a 
former World Pool Championship 9-ball 
champion, do not qualify for the rewards? 
Both have left large footprints on the inter- 
national sports scene and, as a matter of 
fact, both are better known around the 
world than the congressmen who authored ' 
the sports incentives bill. 


whens 


RA 9064 is a step in the right direction, ; 
butit does not go far enough. 

In my view, a victory in a prestigious 
world-class tournament such as the 
World Cup of bowling and WPC should 
be recognized equally like an Olympic 
gold. Paeng and Efren's achievements do 
not become easier simply because their 
sports are not in the Olympics. 

^1 undergo rigid training and mental 
discipline before proceeding to the coun- 
try where the World Cup is being held," 
said Paeng, who is now in Milan, Italy, 
with his wife Pinky to grace the first-ever 
Paeng Nepomuceno Cup organized by the 
Philippine Consulate General in Milan. 

“Before a competitor qualifies for the 
World Cup,” Paeng said in an interview, 
“that competitor must first win an ardu- 
‘ous weekly national elimination series, 
then hurdle the center finals and top the 
national championships. It will take at 
least three months to complete the se- 
Ties." 

Explaining that he was not after the 
cash rewards or the recognition that goes 
with winning, the 6-foot-2 Paeng, who is 
in his mid-40s, said: "It suffices that I 
proudly carry the flag and bring honor to 
the country and the Filipino people. That 
is my reward.” 

A five-time Athlete of the Year awardee 
of the prestigious Philippine Sportswrit 
ers Association, Nepomuceno has also 
been honored with resolutions from both 
the House and the Senate for his World 
Cup achievements. He was also cited by 
no less than former International 
Olympic Committee president Juan An- 
tonio Samaranch, who presented him 
with the IOC Presidents Award, even 
though bowling is not an Olympic sport. 

His unprecedented feats have earned 
him a spot in the Guinness Book of World 
Records and a place in the International 
Hall of Fame in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Only recently, Nepomuceno was 
named by the International Bowling Fed- 
eration (FIQ) as the International Bowler 
ofthe Millennium and designated as Am- 
bassador of Goodwill by the United Na- 
tions. 

‘To my mind, itis hypocritical of our law- 
makers to ignore Paeng’s accomplishments. 
I said it before: Nepomuceno (and Reyes 
and their ilk) are champions worthy of emu- 
lation and should be treated more kindly. 
Their triumphs are easily at par with any 
Olympic gold medal winners. What do you 
think Rep. Monico Puentevella? 

lf memory serves, former Rizal Rep. 
Gilberto Duavit, principal author of the 
spons incentives bill, had said there was no 
discrimination in the landmark measure, 
stressing that the emphasis to reward the 
athletes was based on faimess and equality. 

Duavit, who once headed the defunct 
Ministry of Youth and Sports Development, 
added that he even proposed an amend- 
ment that would recognize the winners in 
non-Olympic sports such as bowling, bil- 
liards and golf. However, for unknown rea- 
sons or due to miscommunication, the rec- 
Onciled bill deleted the achievements of 
these winners in non-Olympic sports. 
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Gerdemann wins : 


LE GRAND-BORNAND, FRANCE—LINUS weed out the potential favorites in the three- 
Gerdemann hadn't even finished celebrat- 


ILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 
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jake your county, 


week race, but two time-trials and the Pyrenees 


ing his first Tour de France stage victory be- also lurk down the road. 


fore sounding a loud drumbeat , 
from the winner's circle: Races 
can and should be won clean. 


‘The 24-year-old German, riding in NS 
his first Tour, captured the leaders Da 


yellow jersey as cydings premiere 
event entered three days in the Alps 
with Saturdays seventh stage. 
Gerdemann's TMobile team has 
been scarred more than most over 


doping revelations, and has respond- & 
ed in the last year by enacting some GERDEMANN — 


ofthe toughest anti-doping policies in 
the sport 


“The ride into the Alps has been expected to thesecond of three punishing Alpinerides. AP 


Gerdemann won by speeding out 
from a group of breakaway riders 
during the 197-Kilometer (123-mile) 
ride from Bourg-en-Bresse to Le 
Grand-Bomand, featuring a winding 
ascent up La Colombiere Pass. 

[^ Gerdemann docked 4 hours, 53 

f j minutes, 13 seconds. Inigo Lan- 
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daiuze of Spain was second, 46 sec- Teacher 
Hp ondsback and David dela Fuente of 
L/ Spainwas third, 1:39 back. 

Overall, Gerdemann leads Lan- 
daluze by 1:24 and De La Fuente by 
2:45, and will don the yellow jersey Sunday for 
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BRANCHES 


ROBINSON'S GALLERIA - Level 2 Expansion Mall 
SM FAIRVIEW - Lower Ground Floor 
GLORIETTA 4- Level 2 
STA. LUCIA EAST - Grond Mall Level 2 Phase 3 
SMMANILA - Level 2 
FIUNVEST FESTIVAL MALL - Level 2 
ROBINSON'S ERMITA - Level 2 
THE PODIUM - Level 3 
GREENBELT 3 - Level 1 
SM SOUTHMALL - Upper Groud Floor 
EASTWOOD CITYWALK II - Unit A3-38 & 2F-38 
GATEWAY - Ground Floor 
TUTUBAN CENTERMALL - Ground Floor 
SM MALL OF ASIA - Level 2 
BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY - Quadrant 3 
TRINOMA - Level M2 
on selected O 

items PASEO de STA. ROSA - Ground Floor 
ROBINSON'S STARMILLS PAMPANGA - Level 1 
Pro 
AYALA CENTER CEBU - Ground Floor 
ROBINSON S CEBU - Ground Floor 
ROBINSON'S BACOLOD - Ground Fioor 
ROBINSON'S BIG-R CAGAYAN DE ORO - Level 1 
ISLAND CITY MALL BOHOL - Ground Foor 
KCC MALL GENERAL SANTOS CITY - Ground Floor 
ROBINSON'S LIPA BATANGAS - Level 2 


Per DTI-NCR Permit s 


JULY 16 & 17, 2007 
MUSIC HALL, SM MALLOF 


Join the country's modern-day heroes, 

our beloved Overseas Filipino Workers, 
and start exploring career opportunities abroad, with the 
Inquirer Job Market Overseas Career Expo 2007! 
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CARRYBOY PHILIPPINES INC. 

‘Sole Authorized Distributor of Caryboy Genuine 

No. 84 Banawe corner Macopa Ste. Quezon City 
Surf our website at www.carryboyphil.com 


140-0525 or 30 


BOSTON—WIMBLEDON CHAMPION 
Venus Williams beat Russian Nadia Petro- 
va, 7-6, 0-6, 6-4, in the second singles on 
Saturday to level the Fed Cup semifinal be- 
tween the United States and Russia at 1-1 
in Stowe, Vermont. 

Williams, who claimed her fourth Wimbledon 
singles crown last week, took the firstset 
tiebreaker 8-6 and then roared back after being 
blanked in the second set to improve her ca- 
reer Fed Cup singles record to 13-2. 

“After all the matches I played at Wimble- 
don, that stress level, I don't get nervous any 
more,” Williams said, 

Tn the opening singles, Anna Chakvetadze 
beat Vania King. 6-1, 6-3, to give Russia a 1-0 
ead in the best of five tie. 

Reverse singles will be played on Sunday 
followed by a potentially decisive doubles 
match. 

Williams is scheduled to face Chakvetadze in 
Sunday's first match, followed by King against 
Petrova. 

US captain Zina Garrison indicated she may 
consider the option of substituting Meilen Tu for 
King in the second singles. Tu, a late replacement 
for Venus injured sister, Serena, would be mak- 
ing her Fed Cup debut if called upon. 


VENUS Williams sustains sharp form. 


‘Top-ranked doubles player Lisa Raymond is 
scheduled to partner King against Russia's Petro- 
va and Elena Vesnina in the doubles. 

The winner advances to the final against the 
‘winner of the contest between holders Italy and 
France, which stood at 1-1 after Saturdays 
opening singles in Castellaneta Marina, Italy. 

Reuters 
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WHA DO AMERICAN, JAPANESE, KOREAN 
AND EUROPEAN CARS HAVE IN COMMON? 


MOTOLITE BATTERY. COVERING THE WIDEST RANGE OF AUTOMOTIVE BRANDS AND MAKES IN THE COUNTRY. 


WHEN IT COMES TO CAR BATTERIES, THE 
WORLD'S TOP AUTOMAKERS AGREE, MOTOLITE 
IS FIT FOR ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES. PROVIDING 
THE WIDEST RANGE OF BATTERY PRODUCTS 
COMPATIBLE WITH ALL MAJOR CAR MAKES, 
MODELS AND BRANDS. MOTOLITE BATTERIES 
ARE MADE USING EXPANDED GRID TECHNOLOGY 
(EGX@), MAKING IT TRUSTED WORLDWIDE FOR 
ITS QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE. 


SO WHETHER YOU'RE DRIVING A SPORTS CAR. 
A 4x4 OR SEDAN, THERE'S A MOTOLITE BATTERY 


THAT'S SURE TO, MEET YOUR CAR'S DEMAND: 
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"remm Venus boosts US drive 


Sampras to Hall of Fame 
BOSTON—PETE SAMPRAS, WINNER OF A record 
14 grand slam crowns, and four-time grand slam 
winner Arana Sanchez Vicario were inducted into 
the International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport, 
Rhode Island on Saturday. Sampras held the world 
No. 1 ranking for a record 286 weeks, including a 
Streak of 102 weeks between April 15, 1996 and 
March 30, 1998 and held the year-end No. 1 rankinga 
record six consecutive years (1993-98). Reuters 


Jones Jr. cops light heavy title 
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI— ROY JONES JR. won a 12- 
round, unanimous decision against previously unde- 
feated Anthony Hanshaw on Saturday night, captur- 
ing the vacant IBC ight heavyweight tie. The score- 
cards favored Jones, 114-118, 117-110, and 118 
109. The 38-year-old Jones was a former mid- 
dleweight, super middleweight, ight heavyweight and 
heavyweight champion. Jones improved to 51-4. AP 
Gomez sends Gatti to retirement 
ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY—ARTURO GATTI'S. 
career came to a painful and bloody end when he was 
battered by Alfonso Gomez and stopped in the sev- 
enth round Saturday right Fighting at welterweight 
proved to be too much for the two-time word cham- 
pion, who failed in his bid to regain his place among 
boxing’ top fighters. AP 
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-May OFW remittances up 22% to $5.9B 


it 73 BSP says deployment slowing down CNDCACORS 
m No Free Lunch: Strike i - CURRENCIES 
By Daxim|. Lucas straight month of deceleration for the only 8.4 percent on an annual basis 


e mics /B2 sector that has become a major pillar compared to the double-digit growth PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
3 for good economics /B2 ... NUMBER OF FIL. ofthe local economy hes posted in the same period last year E A 
" ipi: i At the same time, the Bangko Sen- The slower growth during the 245.75 = ' 
& IPOs seen sapping Tonos aui the country tng Pips (BSP) said that re: month could berbued pray i S 
rig to work abroad continued mittances of expatriate Filipinos also to the base effect following the sharp ‘sol Spam, ly 13,2007 
market liquidity /B6 to decline in May, the fifth grew at a slower pace in May, rising yanemay 83 HAS 
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Manhattan Garden City 


AT THE ARANETA CENTER 


Move about or laze around. Work hard or rest easy. 
‘At Manhattan Garden City, you don’t even have to choose. 


i : Joint Venture Partner: 
Here, a 729-meter-long garden walkway links all 20 towers of your residence to the mass 


transit systems. So you can go quickly from home to Ortigas, Makati and major destinations f -~ RN ura Be net 
along EDSA via the MRT:3. Or to UP, Ateneo and Manila’s university belt via the LRT-2. Center 
‘And since both systems are linked to LRT-1, enjoy a traffic-free ride to Monumento in the wwwarsnetacenter.net 
north and Baclaran in the south. 


With the metro virtually just a train ride away, spend more time relaxing at your home's 
fourth-level garden deck. Take an early morning run at the tree-lined jogging trails and i d Exclusive Marketing Agent: 
walkways. Soak up some sun at the pool complex. Get physical at the fitness station and E m 

Lg 
1  MacnonLo Cinema PROPERTIES, TNC. 
Enjoy the best of both worlds. Right here at Manhattan Garden City. Picasa a inquire@ themanhatsngardencinycom 


basketball and tennis courts, Or indulge in relaxing activities at the spa and sauna, jacuzzi, 
reflexology path and Tai Chi zone. 
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Strike 3 for good economics 


SOME DISTURBING MOVES one insurer handle all CTPL of the most fundamental princi- parency and the strong smell of DOTC to have only one insur- 
have been coming out of the (compulsory third-party liability) ples of the discipline. Among the NJO FREE corruption. er—a subsidiary of the Govern- 
DOTC (Department of Transport insurance that is required in the foremost of those principles is the : ment Service Insurance System 
and Communications) lately. registration of motor vehicles one that says more competitionis LUNCH A Strike two (GSIS)—to handle all the CTPL 
First was the ily controver- with the Land Transport Office better as it promotes more effi- Meanwhile, the DOTC recently insurance required of millions 
sial multibillion-peso national (LTO). cient, effective and equitable out- Cielito E declared that EO 500-A, imposing of motor vehicle owners with 
broadband network (NBN) pro- comes, whereas monopoly tends Habito restrictions on budget airlines fly- their annual LTO registration. 
ject with the Chinese company Shades of Marcos to be inimical to public welfare. ing in and out of the Clark and The Insurance Commission has 
ZTE, an issue that remains out- — In all three cases, good eco- — One senses here a disturbing Subic airports, will remain as gov- been working hard on an ICT- 
standing to date. Then comes the nomics appears to have taken the return to Marcos-era economics. open the telecommunications in- ‘ernment policy. We have already based system that would flush 
amou cement that Executive backseatin favor ofotherconsid- Those of us who were around dustry to competition, the pos argued in e rom ses of out fake and fraudulent CTPL 
seo Acertainingtobudget erations, in matters that pro- then know that government. tive results of which can be seen columns why this. policy guo insurance policies, while contin- 
ona perata Clark amd foundly affect the general public sanctioned, governmentsupport- in how that industry has become against the greatest good. ef the wing fo Sis the public a choice 
Grimes eas to stick, despite welfare. One would hopethatthe ed, and even government-owned one of the strongest prime. greatest number of Plipinoe A among legitimate insurance 
Süd Son kom the business President, being the PhD. monopoliesorcarelsbecamehe movers of our economy over the naked attempt to limit he compe providers. All it needs to work is 
sector for a draft EO 500-B that economist. that she is, and having orderofthedayforcrucialindus- last 15 years. tition faced by our dominant air the cooperation of LTO. But it 
Sector fora d e icy reversal the last word in public policy in ties in the country—in media, But the NBN project would carriers at the expense of milione seems tat the forces that favor 
Wo ee Fereseired. And the country, would come to the telecommunications, domestic haveusborrowabout P15 billion ofpotentialjobs tobe generated 9 s veg Iyem we monopoly and 
that EO 500-A represented: ihe rescue of good economics in the air services, and even in coconut from China to install a govern- the tourism industry the DOTCS all the temptations that come 
im another sudde have only face of moves that fy in the face oil milling. The disastrous results ment-owned and -operated In posture affirms the “regulatory with it have gained Me upper 
of such economic policy orienta- ternet broadband network to capture” that Neda Secretary hand at DOTC, even if this will 
as tion continue to haunt us to this service its needs—and even sell Romy Neri has been lamenting. drive out of business more than 
KILL ARTHRITIS day—and yet we're now drifting its excess capacity to privare The DOTC pronouncement be. 10,000 insurance brokers and 
i back toward the same trap. Will users. I don’t need a high-pow- trays a partiality to the interests of cost the economy tens of thou- 
= IN we ever learn the lessons of our ered calculator to know that it a powerful few at the expense of sands of jobs therein. Again, 
history? vould be far cheaper to use tax- the greater good of the Filipino good economics flies out the 
MINUTES 1 payers’ money to pay for the people—andyet themoveisbeing window. 
WIN fu Strike one Poe services already being of- justified in the name of “national With three strikes, good eco- 
‘Hopi, No side efecs T always tell my students that fered efficiently by the existing interest.” And T always thoughtwe nomics seems to be down and 
+ ear eames gout and government has no business be- telecommunications service were in a democratic country, out—at least as far as policymak- 
"entres: ffs in business, especially in ar- providers. And, have not even where national interest means the ing at DOTC is concerned. What 
“Hol Step bey eas thatthe privare sector cam begun to discuss theater objec, general welfare. worries me is that even afer 
“NERVE «Handy ant andle, and is already handling tionable features of the deal, of B three strikes, the counting ma 
STIMULATOR” ‘isons et Well, This is the basic problem which so much has already been Cee, LL -— i 
I—-— —— nar mEmana: canssa | with the NBN project. The Ramos written—not the least of which Strike three comes with the Comments welcome at 
£z» FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT government took great pains to isthe complete absence of trans- highly contested move of the chabito@ateneo. edu 
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August 2007 Course Offerings | 


18TH MARKETING AND 
SALES IMPLEMENTATION: 


Excellence in Strategic Execution 
(by Josiah Go), August 21-22, 2007 


*We taught you how to fly, now learn 
how to land effectively!” 1 
Josiah Go, Chairman and Chief Marketing Strategist, I 


Mansmith and Fielders, Inc. [Fumes 


[FUJI XEROX 


CONVERT YOUR MARKETING PLAN INTO 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE! 


Other seminars: 

7th Client-centric Selling 

|. (by Rowen Untivero], August 2-3, 2007 

| 3rd Sales Metrics: Strategic Measures to Evaluate Impact of Sales Activities 
{by Emilio Macasaet IIl), August 2-3, 2007 

21st Trade Marketing 

(by Emilio Macasaet Ill), August 21-22, 2007 

1st Fundamentals of Consumer Brand Management (NEW! 

(by Weena Pineda), August 23-24, 2007 E 
jj. 5th / 6th Marketing on a Shoestring Budget g Re FUJI XEROX the brand 
(by Josiah Go), August 15, 2007 (GMA), August 17, 2007 (Cebu) 1 BOX can satisfy all your printing needs! 

Ë 1st Strategies and Secrets of Sales Achievers (NEW!) usce ober sitar, OPS synonymous to copy 

|| (by Rowen Untivero], August 17, 2007 (Cebu) prece oaar np ar cael and document printing! 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE WORLD BANK, ONE OF THE COUNTRY S 
biggest sources of low-interest loans, said the 
government need not impose new taxes just so 
it could arrest the tax collection shortfall in the 
first half. 

‘The multilateral agency said, however, that 
there was an immediate need to intensify the 
implementation of measures that will im- 
prove the collection of existing taxes. 

Jehan Arulpragasm, World Bank acting di- 
rector for the Philippines, said the lending agen- 
cy was still confident that the government's eco- 
nomic managers remained committed to attain- 
ing the deficit reduction goal for the year de- 
spite the fiscal slippage seen as of June. 

Working on improving tax compliance by 
the public and making more efficient the pro- 
cess of tax collection would be crucial in mak- 
ing the government still realize its fiscal tar- 
get for the year, he pointed out. 

“On the fiscal side, the government has not 
met the target it set for itself yet. (The World 


Jan.-May ... ren 


increase in remittances in May 2006, BSP 
Governor Amando M. Tetangco Jr.said.. 

‘The BSP chief predicted that the number of 
Filipinos leaving to work abroad would contin- 
ue to plateau in the coming months—a signifi- 
cant development for an economy which relies 
heavily on dollar remittances—but added that 
the amount of funds sent home were likely to 
remain high as more and more Filipinos get 
employed in higher-paying jobs overseas. 

‘The BSP said that remittances sent home 
through the banking system continued to rise. 
in the first five months of 2007 to $5.9 billion, 
representing a 21.9-percent increase over the 
level posted in the same period last year. 

Remittances in May 2007 alone stood at 
$1.2 billion. 

This marks the 13th consecutive month 
that remittances were above the $Lbillion 
mark, Tetangco said, adding that the central 
bank still expected total remittances to reach 
$14 billion by year's end. 

According to the central bank, the growth 
of remittances year-to-date was due largely to 
technological innovations introduced by fi- 
nancial institutions that serve as conduits for 
remittance transfers. 

These efficient modes of remittance trans- 
fers, combined with the increasing number of 
remittance centers and tie-ups abroad, ex- 
panded the banks’ coverage to service the 
needs of overseas Filipinos and their benefi- 
caries, Tetangco said. 
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WB says collection efficiency, not new taxes, needed by gov't 


Bank) thinks that a lot of improvement in rev- 
enue collection can come from better adminis- 
tration of the current measures; Arulpragasm 
told reporters at the sidelines of the signing last 
week of a $1.9-million grant by the World Bank 
for the Philippines at the Department of Finance. 
"The World Bank has given several financial as- 
sistance to the Philippines that will help address 
the governments fiscal problem. Last year, it ap- 
proved the Development Policy Loan worth $250 
million for the Philippines. The loan was intend- 
ed to provide budgetary support to the govem- 
‘ments various expenditure programs, including 
improvements in its tax collection efforts. 


financial assistance. 


He said the measures included 
tightening the monitoring of the 
‘country's top 10,000 corporations to 
determine whether they comply with 
their own tax obligations and in 
withholding taxes from suppliers and 
remitting these to the government. 
The government breached the 
P31.3-billion budget deficit ceil- 
ing it set for the first half on ac- 
count of shortfalls in tax collec- 
tion. The BIR, the biggest rev- 


enue source of the government, 
collected only P333 billion dur- 
ing the period, or P40 billion 
short of its P373-billion target. 
The deficit ceiling programmed 
for the first half was intended to en- 
sure the government limits the bud- 
get gap for the full year to only P63 
billion, lower than the P64.8 billion 
recorded last year. The deficit re- 
duction goal for this year is also 
consistent with the aim of posting a 
balanced budget by next year. 


‘The World Bank also provided a $250,000 
grant to the Bureau of Internal Revenue to 
fund programs that will improve its efficiency 


in detecting tax cheats, such as by updating its [SN 


~ 
taxpayers database. v 

BIR Deputy Commissioner Nelson Aspe earli- 
er said that the tax collecting agency has imple- 
mented several measures to improve tax collec- 
tion, knowing that it has to deliver on the expec- 
tations of agencies that were providing it some 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


PROSPECTS ARE GOOD FOR HALAL 
exporters this year as orders from major. 
markets like the United Arab Emirates 
have started coming in, according to 

‘the Islamic Da'wah Council of the 
Philippines. 

IDCP president Abdul Rahman T. Lin- 
:zag said San Miguel Corp. last month 
‘shipped an initial 100 tons of Magnolia 
processed chicken to Dubai, United 


Arab Emirates, which is considered the 
gateway to the lucrative Middle Eastern 
market. 

“With products like poultry and 
meat, buyers require that each ship- 
mentis certified," Linzag explained. 

Since that initial shipment, Linzag 
said SMC has been shipping out about 
24 tons of poultry two to three times a 
week, all with IDCP certificatio 

While there are various halal certify- 
ing bodies in the country IDCP—an 
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RP halal products making a comeback in ME 


umbrella group of various nongovern- 
ment Muslim organization in the coun- 
try—is the only one recognized interna- 
tionally and has links to the Jakarta- 
based World Halal Council 

Halal is an Arabic word generally 
translated as "permissible" and, in rela- 
tion to consumables, refers to products 
that Muslims are allowed to use, eat 
and drink in the observance of Islam. 

Linzag said Purefoods Hormel had 
also started exporting halal corned beef 


to the UAE while Kraft has commenced 
shipments of cheese to major markets 
in the region like Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 

“Export of products like flavored 
snacks, biscuits and other processed 
food are continuing,” he said. “But buy- 
ers of these products—unlike those of 
processed meat—do not require halal 
clearances for each and every ship- 
ment.” 

The lawyer said these initial success- 
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es were the result of efforts to promote among 
domestic companies the need for proper halal 
certification as well as instilling awareness in 
the international market about the country’s 
capability to offer authentic halal products. 

“IDCR along with a number of halal pro- 
ducers, have been attending international ha- 
lal expositions and forums," he said. 

Aside from that, a big push in reclaiming 
exporters foothold in the $150-billion-yearly 
halal food market was the UAE's recognition 
of a local halal certifier, which means Dubai 


‘would again accept Philippine products. 

Last March, the UAE's General Secretari- 
at of Municipalities—or the governing 
body that wnites the separate emi- 
rates decided to authorize IDCP to super- 
vise the manufacturing of beef, goat and 
poultry products as well as producers’ com- 
pliance with the conditions set by UAE Ha- 
lal rules. 

UAE would allow the entry of processed 
meat products from the Philippines on condi- 
tion that raw materials are obtained from 
UAE-accredited sources and the products are 
certified as halal by IDCP 

UAE's nod to IDCP also reversed a snafu in 
2004 when it barred the entry of an undeter- 
mined volume of Philippine-made products 
due to lack of proper certification that the 
products were prepared following Islamic re- 
quirements. 
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By AmyR. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Agriculture has 
allocated PIS mil- 
lion for the further 
development of the. 
local abalone in- 
dustry, in a bid to 
take advantage of 
growing demand 
for the product 
abroad. 

Agriculture Secre- 
tary Arthur C. Yap 
said investing in the 
five-year — National 
Abalone Breeding 
and Culture program 
was “well worth it" as 
it is expected to pro- 
duce more than 
100,000 kilos in the 
first year alone with 
six abalone 
hatcheries and six 
grow-out farms, 

If exported, this 
volume is estimated 
to be worth P56.5 
million. 

“With this national 
program in place, we 
hope to maintain our 
niche as one of the 
exporters of abalone 
in the Asia Pacific re- 
gion,” Yap said. 

Yap added that the 
Philippines was 
“looking forward to 
conquering the 
abalone export mar- 
ket in succeeding 
years" 

In the last decade, 
the country exported 
about P129 million 
worth of various 
abalone products. 

Yap said that with 
the rising demand, 
particularly from 
China, abalone prices 
in the world market 
are also expected to 
increase. 

The ^ Southeast 
Asian Fisheries De- 
velopment — Center 
and the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Agri- 
culture Research, 
which would spear- 
head the program, 
are eyeing six possi- 
ble sies for the 
abalone hatcheries 
and grow-out sea 
cage farms. 

These are Cagayan 
Valley, Sorsogon, Bo- 
hol, Cebu, Surigao 
and Camiguin Island. 

For the first quar- 
ter of 2007, the 
fisheries sector ex- 
panded by 8.6 per- 
cent, with value at 
current prices 
placed at P43.7 bil- 
lion. 

Last year, the fish- 
eries sector grew by 6 
percent to 4.4 million 
metric tons, which 
was valued at P163.4 
billion. 
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ICISI gets gov't nod to engage in merger, changes 


With its debt paid up, port operator to consolidate holdings 


By Riza T. Olchondra 
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LINUX SERVER SALES & SERVICES 


IPSYSTEMS, Inc. specializes in sales. configuration and support of 
pre-configured, customizable Linux internet appliances. 


* Company Mail Server configured to your exact needs, 
complete with effective anti-spam and anti-virus solutions 
* Fax, File & FTP Server 


* Proxy | Web Server 


lished in 1994 to increase theca- IMH in ICTSI, and allow the ingly, the unrealized mark-to- 
pacity of ICTSI to issue shares to transfer of 371,032,171 ICTSI market gain recognized by IMH 
INTERNATIONAL CONTAINER non-Filipino entities in connec- shares currently held by IMH to in its books will be reversed." 
Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI) tion with ICTST’s issuance of US  ICTSI as treasury shares after the ICTSI also said no new shares 
obtained the Securities and Ex- dollar-denominated convertible merger is completed. will be issued as a result of this 
change Commission's approval to notesinthe 1990s. "These treasury shares, except merger because the port operator 
merge with its subsidiary, ICTSI ICTSI has since fully paid all for shares reserved for the com- owns 99.98 percent of IMH. 
Manila Holdings Inc. (IMH). of its USD-denominated con- pany's stock incentive plan, will The other shareholders of 
The global port operator told vertible notes in 2002, prompt- be canceled through the reduc- IMH, Razon Industries Inc. and 
dh Mob exchange that, under ingthe parent company totermi- tion of the authorized capital Enrique K. Razon Jr, have waived 
the terms of the merger, all assets nate the separate legal existence stock of ICTSI, which is submit. their right to receive any share as 
and liabilities of IMH would be of IMH now that the purpose for ted for approval as a separate a result of the merger. 
transferred to ICTSI, while inter- its establishment no longer ex- item,” ICTSI told the SEC. Also, there will be no differ- 
company accounts would also be ists. “The ICTSI shares held by IMH ence in the rights of security hold- Tower 
eliminated. lCTSlearliersaid thatoneben- will be recognized as treasury ers of ICTSI as a result of this FOR INQUIRIES: IPSYSTEMS, Inc. 1004 Ante! Corp Bid 
mime colding company based efit of the planned merger is to shares in the books of ICTS at transaction, the port operator | CALL 916-3971  wwwipsyst eph Cages Ci Pag MM 
in the Philippines, was estab- eliminate the crossholdings of their acquisition costs. Accord- said preme 


GMA Network seen to set initial public 
offer price at high end of selling range 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
among institutional investors. 


GMA NETWORK INC, THE According to the network's un- 
country’s most profitable broad. derwriters, GMA may expect from 
casting firm, has set the price of the maiden offer anywhere from 
shares for its initial public offerat P6.4toP7.8 billion in proceeds. 

P8.50, market sources said. Up to 70 percent of the shares 

‘Axthat price, the network would wil be allocated to foreign in- 
be hitting the top end ofits maiden _vestors, while 30 percent will go to 
offer range of P7 to P8.50. domestic investors. 

‘The networks underwriters, — GMA domestic offer is set from 
Deutsche Bank AG and ATR kim July 17 to 24, while the listing will 
Eng Capital Partners Inc., declined be on July 30. 
to comment on the price overthe ^ Outofthetotal cash proceeds of |f — — " H 
weekend. up to P7.8 billion, roughly P1.3 to |;Philamife Fixed Income Fund 12899 12893 

Tn its offering circular which it P1.5 billion will be raised from the |- Lo f 
earlier disclosed to the Philippine primary offering portion, while the ||Philamife Balanced Fund — 10130 
Stock Exchange, GMA Network rest will come from a secondary |- ——————— + — |__| 
said it would offer a total of 91.346 sale of shares. k 
M e | foci the EO wite | a p 
GMA Holdings Inc., a new corpora- used to fund the company’s expan- [ | 
GRAMM SEIS milion sonwhichinvlveshecompledon | Plane Global Bond Fund | 1:1897 | 1:1925 | 
Philippine Deposit Receipts (PDRs). of new television studios, originat- i 

PDRs are shares that have eco- ing stations in the provinces, such 
nomic benefits such as cash, stock as Dagupan and Naga, which will 
Or property dividends, but retain produce programming catering to 
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Financial Statement Analysis & p 
Forecastin, 

(with Spreadsheet Modeling) MUGIAR 

August 11, 18 and 25, 2007 (Saturdays) SYSTEMS CORPORATION 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m 


Interpreting a firms financial statemer 
requires more than just knowledge of 
accounting rules. 


a. 
ie 
DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER FOR 
E Presented in this seminar is a framework for 
the systematic analysis of financial statements 


to assess a firm's financial condition, operating 
results and prospects. 
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U.P. College of Business 
Administration Dilis Seminar topics include: 
Queima. Industry analysis 
+ Financial planning and forecasting techniques 
«Analysis of financial statements, eamings 
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"Earnings forecast 
Preparation of pro-forma financial statements. 
and cash budgets. 
For inquiries, please contacte DCE Program Secretariat at 920-9025 
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- half-day session 
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for reservations, plea! 
Cheryl Corales 
Account Executive 
Sagetolt Solutions, I 
IF Jafor Placo, 19 El 
Groonhilis, San Juan 


contact. 


Mobilo: 0922 8183788 
Email: cheryle@eagesoltine. 
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- 16/8 pages per minute in MIA 
Time to first copy: 5.9 seconds from power on 

= FU digital functionality copier and 
printer including scan-once-print-many 

- Optional duplex functionality for cost-saving 
double-sided printing 

- &00dpi with 256 greyscale printing for crisp 
text and realistic photos 


time of 5.9 seconds, you get more speed, 
more efficiency, more reliability and 
more reasons to smile. 


Industry’s Lowest Total Cost of Ownership 

Edging out the competition with our low purchase price, 
long-tife components, low printing costs per page and 
easy maintenance. Our products deliver efficiency, 
productivity and savings. 


ECOSYS technology 

Kyocera's ECOnomic, ECOlogical and SYStematic 
technology allows you to significantly reduce all forms 
of operational costs while boosting productivity 
and profitability 
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FVR CLUB SHARES 
SPECIALIST, INC. 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERS (IPOs) 
will take the limelight this week 
with big names such as Aboitiz 
Power Corp., GMA Network Inc. 
Philippine National Bank and 
Vista Land beginning their share 
issuances or listing activities. 
“There will be some initial 
strength at the opening (of 
trades) on Monday but it will 
weaken after because of too 


gue 
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IPOs seen sapping 
market liquidity 


many offerings. But that's good 
so investors can choose between 
the cheap and expensive. Issuers 
have become very greedy lately 
so having IPOs all at the same 
time actually creates a kind of 
shortage of funds so they have to 
allocate those funds more care- 
fully” Eagle Equities Inc. presi- 
dent Joseph Roxas said. 

Aboitiz Power, which will list 
today, offered 1.74 billion shares 
at P5.80. Up to an additional 

260.87 million 
shares can be offered 
under an over-allot- 
ment option. 
Proceeds of 
Aboitiz’s offering will 
be used to expand 
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HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PROVISION FOR THE LEASE/RENTAL OF THIRTY FIVE (35) UNITS 
PHOTOCOPYING MACHINES AT THE PAG-IBIG FUND 
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS AND NCR BRANCHES 

FOR Y2007-2009 


The Pag-IBIG Fund, through the Bids and Awards Commitiee-Goods & Services intends to apply 
the sum of Five Million Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Pesos and 00/100 (P5,670,000.00) beng 
the Approved Budget for ine Contract (ABC) lo payments under the contract for the Provision for the 
Lease/Rental of Thirty Five (35) Units Photocopying Machines at the Pag-IBIG Fund Corporate 
Headquarters and NCR Branches for Y2007-2009. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be 
aulomaticaly rejected at Bid Opening. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the Provision for the Lease/Rental cf 
Thirty Five (35) Units Photocopying Machines at the Pag-IBIG Fund Corporate Headquarters and 
NCR Branches for 2007-2008. . The contract of lease shall take effect within thirty (30) calendar 
days from receipt of Notice of Award. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section I 
of the Bidding Documents, instructions to Bidders. 


Bidding willbe conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non-discretionary pass/ 
fail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 
9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as the “Government Procurement Reform Act", and is restricted 
lo Filipino clizenis sole proprietorships, organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest or 
outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens or organizations of 
a country the laws of regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to Flipino citizens, pursuant 
lo Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (C.A. 136). Only Bids from. 
Bidders who pass the eligibility check willbe opened. The process for the eligbilty check s described 
in Section Ill ofthe Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall 
‘advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to 
lechnical and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall hen be awarded tothe Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during post-quelficaton 
procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC-GS Secretariat of Pag-IBIG Fund 
‘and inspect the Bidding Documents at Room 704, 7^ Floor, Atrium of Makati, Makali Avenue, Makati 
City on July 46, 2007 from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 


‘A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the BAC-GS 
Secretariat, Room 704, 7^ Floor, The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City starting July 16, 
2007 upon payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) in 
the form of cash, certified check, cashier's check, manager's check payable to Pag-IBIG Fund. The 
Bidding Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representati 


The Pag-IBIG Fund will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on July 23, 2007 at 
2:00 P.M. at the Taduran Hall, Room 602, 6 Floor, Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to Room 704, 7^ Floor, Atrium of Makati, Makati 
Avenue, Makati City on or before 9:00 A.M. of August 6, 2007. All Bids must be accompanied by a 
Bid Security in the form and amount indicated in the Bidding Documents. Late Bids shall not be 
accepted, 


Bid opening shall be on August 6, 2007 at the Taduran Hall, Room 602, 6* Floor, Arum of Makati 
Makati Avenue, Makati City at 9:00 A.M. Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund, Head Office reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process, and to reject all Bids at any tima prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any tabiity 
to the affected Bidder or Bidders, 


For further inquiries andior information, please call Messrs. Wifrido Nacito S. Reyes and Jose Maria 
M. Diaz at 811-4262 / 8945816 or visit our Corporate Website at http:/iwww.pagiblofund.gov.ph 
or e-mail us at gsd@pagiblgfund.gov.ph. 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
GOODS AND SERVICES 


By: 


(Sgá.) DELIA L. BERNARDO 
Vice President, Administration Group. 


Vice Chair, BAC-GS 
(PDI-July 16,2007) 


the company's pow- 
er-generating capaci- 


Y 

GMA Network 
aims to raise up to 
P7.8 billion from a 
public offer which 
will start on July 17 
to 24. It will offer 
91.346 million com- 
mon shares at up to 
P8.50 each. 

GMA ^ Holdings 
Inc, a new corpora- 
tion organized in the 
Philippines to issue 
Philippine Deposit 
Receipts (PDRs), will 
also sell 822.115 mil- 
lion PDRs. 

PDRs are shares 
that have economic 
benefits such as cash, 
stock or property di 
dends, but none of its 
voting powers. It also 
grants the right to its 
holder to the delivery 
or sale of a corre- 
sponding amount of 
common shares. The 
PDRs are proposed as 
a tool to generate in- 
terest among institu- 
tional investors. Out 
of the total cash pro- 
ceeds, roughly PL3 
billion to P1.5 billion. 
will be raised from a 
primary offering and 
the rest from a sec- 
ondary sale of shares. 


PNB 

to offer 
160.8M 
shares 


PHILIPPINE NATION- 
al Bank is offering an 
additional 160.81 
million shares to the 
public next week. 

In a disclosure to 
the Philippine Stock 
Exchange (PSE), 
PNB said its offer will 
consist of 89 million 
new common shares 
and 71.8 million sec- 
ondary shares. Of the 
total offer, 70 percent 
will be sold to inter- 
national — investors 
and 30 percent to lo- 
cal players. 

PNB said the offer 
price would be com- 
puted based on the 
volume-weighted av- 
erage trading price of 
the shares on the PSE 
for the period up to 
30 trading days end- 
ing July 13, subjectto 
a discount of 10 per- 
cent. 

The closing price 
of PNB shares was 
P65 last Friday At 
this price, thé offer- 
ingcould raise for the 
bank and its share- 
holders roughly 
P10.4 billion 

PNB has tapped 
UBS AG as its inter- 
national lead manag- 
er and PNB Capital 
and Investment 
Corp., Land Bank of 
the Philippines, and 
Development "Bank 
of the Philippines as 
local underwriters, 

An  intemational 
roadshow is sched- 
uled from July 16 to 
17 with the price to be 
set on the latter date. 
A domestic offer will 
be conducted from Ju- 
ly 20 to 24, while the 
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YES, IT'S stilla brick, 
butavery stylish and 
high-tech brick. 


most talented phone 


‘Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


HE NOKIA E90 SHOULDN'T 
be seen as a phone but 
rather a miniature laptop 

with a phone built in, otherwise, 

you might be quick to dismiss it be- 
cause of its bulk and weight. 

But there's a reason for the outsized dimen- 
sions of this latest version of the Communica- 
tor 

‘The E90 has everything you could dream of 
and provides the fastest processor currently 
used in Symbian OS smartphones, running at 
330 MHz. It also has the largest operating 
memory capacity ever used in a Symbian OS 
based device—at 128 megabytes, memory ca- 
pacity may be expanded to up to 2 gigabytes 
using a microSD memory card. 

The E90 is now based on the $60 platform. 
(third edition), one of the most flexible smart- 
phone software in the market that allows for 
various hardware designs and software con- 
figurations. 

he advent of the S60 in this latest Com- 
municator model also means that the external 
screen and keypads of the E90 can now be 
used to access any feature of the phone. 


All the features 

"Now, business users, and operators and 
carriers that serve theni, can demand u lew 
standard of business device that;combines 
both beauty and brains withoiit’compromisé 


-.. that is what Nokia: E series’ phones, espe» " 


cially this E90, deliver,” said William Hamil- 
ton-Whyte, Nokia Philippines GM, during the. 
device's recent launch here. 

Indeed, the E90 virtually packs all the fea- 
tures there are available right now, including 
the High Speed Downlink Packet Access (also 
known as the 3.5G), Universal Mobile 
Telecommunications System (or 3G), Wi-Fi, 
quad-band, Bluetooth 2.0 and infrared port. 

It is also equipped with the Nokia Intel- 
lisync Mobile Suite that combines a compre- 
hensive platform of wireless e-mail, file syn- 
chronization and application synchroniza- 
tion, with the robust security, asset collection 
and reporting of fully integrated device man- 
agement. 

"We're making it easy for business profes- 
sionals to get mobilized,” said Hamilton- 
Whyte. "Feedback from our customers shows 
that we are changing the way business is con- 
ducted in a mobile world. We are responding 
to the growing requirements of business cus- 
tomers with the new generation E90 that will 
exceed their expectations and deliver an un- 
compromised experience." 


Not left out 

Media fans are not left in the lurch despite 
the E90 being mainly oriented toward busi- 
mess professionals, with its 3.2-megapixel 
camera with LED flash and autofocus (which 
could be paired to a second camera located in 
front for video calling), full media playback 
capabilities and FM radio all available. 

Tn fact, the E90 could play games on its 
wide 800 x 352-pixel LCD (not touchscreen, 
though) screen—perfect for those business- 
men wanting to improve their eye-hand coor- 
dination while waiting for the plane or during 
alull atthe office. 

‘The E90 is the second Nokia smartphone 
and the first Communicator equipped with 


AFFORDABLE ID 
CARD PRINTER 


Simply tho best valuo 
colour ID card printing. 


Cash P 69,500 
Regular P 72,975 
Other Models Available : 


Payroll Pro Software (er 10 encore) 


MES, ^ ux ter ieri 
epee sc ees | 934.1520 | S33 400 


A first look at Nokia’s 


built-in GPS receiver (the same GPS found in 
the recently launched N95 model), which is 
compatible with Nokia Maps. 


Vast improvement 

Dimension-wise, the E90 is a vast improve- 
ment over the fat Nokia Communicators of 
yore. 

‘When closed, the E90 has the same width 
as the 9500 (5.7 centimeters) and the same 
height (13.2 em) and thickness (2 cm) as the 
9300 and 9300i, which allows the phone to 


sport a really huge—and wide—screen. 

Opening the E90 reveals another conve- 
nient feature: It lips at about 90 degrees (just 
like its predecessors) and fully flat at 180 de- 
grees. What's more, its solid metal hinge al- 
lows the E90 to be opened at any angle and 
stay in that position, 

Despite the fact that it looks rather 
large, it is actually really comfortable to 
carry in your hand. Its full QWERTY key- 
board and alphanumeric keys, plus the 
fact that it has a new vibrate feature, score 


high on user-friendliness, 

‘Undoubtedly, the E90 is the most powerful 
Nokia Communicator to date. At P45,360, it's 
a no-brainer choice for executives, while 
those looking for high-end smartphones 
would definitely give the E90 high considera- 
tion. 


THE E90 could be 
fully opened 180 
degrees. 
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wth to slow 


further in June, July 


BSP says threat to inflation declining 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE GROWTH OF CASH IN THE FINANCIAL. 
system is expected to further slow down in 
June and July due to the lingering effects of 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ monetary 
tightening moves implemented last summer. 

In a briefing, BSP Governor Amando M. 
Tetangco Jr. said the moderating increases in 
money supply would mean that the rate of in- 
crease in the prices of goods and services 
‘would likely remain benign as well. 

“We see further deceleration in the growth 
of broad money supply in June and July" he 
told reporters, explaining that it would take 
time for the effects of monetary tightening 


money supply growth for May slowed down 
to 21.1 percent on a year-on-year basis from 
the 26.6-percent annual increase in April. 

‘That was the first time that the growth rate 
slowed down since February 2007 when the 
rate dropped to 22.4 percent from the previ- 
ous month's 22.8 percent, an early sign that 
the central bank was successful in capping 
red-hot liquidity growth that threatened to 
fuel inflation. 

Because of the moderating threat, the cen- 
tral bank now expects the average inflation 
rate for the year to rise between 2.6 percent 
and 3.1 percent. 

This is lower than BSPs earlier forecast for 
2007 of 3.3 to 3.8 percent, and significantly 


measures to fully work. 


lower than the governments official target of 
Latest data from the central bank show that 


4 to 5 percent. The average inflation rate for 
the first semester 
stands at 2.63 per- 
cent. 

Last week, the BSP 
implemented a reduc- 
ton in its headline 
Overnight rate from 
7.5 percent to 6 per- 
cent, but countered 
this by abolishing a 
scheme of paying pro- 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
72228 Chino Roces Avenuo, Makai ly 
wore pale. gow. 


INVITATION TO BID 


Sealed bids wil be accepted on July $1, 2007, Tuesday (not later than 
200 p.m., PDIC time) at the Ground Floor, PIC Building, 2228 Chino 
Roces Avenue, Makat Cty fr the sale on an “AS-IS WHEREIS" basis of 
the folowing corporate assets of POIC. Prospective buyers are enjoined o 
inspect he folowing sted properties before submiting herbs 
gressively lower rates 


EERO MANTA ECILIIEASUNAII SS | on large deposits. 
TAGUIG Tetangco described 
0707-05-167-1 TCT: 40021 rb BE TD #010-4855/TD the effects of the two 
{Godan commercial iot noriwest 2010-4636 2828eqm. andischool 
cor Agunalio sweet A 7e Ave. for site, Dangka. Street, Brgy. | adjustments as neu 

Bonifacio Global City Mayondon, Los Baños wal. 

in. Bid Price: P232,000,000.00% ` Min. Bid Price: P 5,096,000.00* Money supply or 
0707-05-188-2 TCT: 1210-P domestic liquidity 
1998sqm. commercial lot, Block 12 represents all the 
Lot 2 2“ Ave. cor. 30" Ave., Fort cash and liquid assets 
circulating in the lo- 


Bonifacio Global Cy 

Min. Bid Price: P 191,108,700.00/* 3 
cal financial system. 
Rapid money supply 


0707-05-169-2 —— CCT-5555 
'306.97sqm. condominium unit no. i REA 
directly to higher 


1502 15" foor, Brgy. Fort Bonifacio, 

Taguig 

Min. Bid Price: P 24,068,205.00° prices as more and 
more money chases 


0707-05-170-2 — CCT-5553 

306.97sqm. condominium unit no. after a limited 

1101 11 floor, Brgy. Fort Bonifacio, ea ioga 
services, prompting 


Tague 5 
price increases. 


SEES iy Fon Bona, 

LBP taps 
TIM for 
new IT 
system 


Togu 
Min. Bid Price: P 23,483,205.00° 
IT FIRM TOTAL ÎN- 


QUEZON CITY 
OT07-05-172-1 TCT: N-301392 
formation Manage- 
ment Corp. (TIM), in 


258sqm. residential iot ana-with 
Building, No. 64 De Jesus corner 
Judge ivan Lune Street, San 
a joint venture with 
Infomax Systems So- 
lutions and Services, 


Francsico del Monte 
Min. Bid Price: P 10,617,900.00* 
recently signed a 
P45- million contract. 
with Land Bank of 
the Philippines for 
the automation of its 
document manage- 
ment system. 

The system, 
known as Integrated 
Documents and Re- 
ports Archival and 
Retrieval System, 
will address Land- 
Bank's quest for effi- 
ciency, security and 
risk management in 
handling documents. 

“Banking transac- 
tions automatically 
translate to volumi- 
nous paper-based 
documents that need 
to be _ physically 
stored and managed. 
The risk of losing vital 
records has always 
been there, together 
with the greater risk 
of losing valuable 
customer informa- 
tion. Today, we are 
glad to announce that 
we have found a way 
to mitigate this risk 
through IDRARS,” 
says Gilda E. Pico, 
president and CEO of 
LandBank. 

Jose Mari M. An- 
tunez, president and 
CEO of TIM, said the 
system would revolu- 
tionize — LandBenks 
records retrieval, secu- 
rity and accessibility. 

"It will capture im- 
ages of documents, 
Store them and pro- 
tect them in a secure, 
tamper-proof com- 
puter environment. 
IDRARS will provide 
the convenience of 
retrieving documents 
just by clicking the 
mouse rather than 
pulling them out of 
filing cabinets. 


0707-05-182-1 TCT: T-532160 
9541sqn. raw/idie land, F. San Luis 
Ave. Jubilee Vile. Brgy. Masaya Bay 
Min. Bid Price: P 4,770,500.00 


0707-05-183-1 TCT: T-230544 
8883sm. residential/agri land, 
Purok 4, Bray. Pansol, Pla 

Min. Bid Price: P 3,540,680.00" 


0707-05-184-1 TCT: T-230586 
2807sqm. residential iot, Purok 3, 
Barangay, Masapang. Victoria 

Min. Bid Price: P 2,807,000.00" 


0707-05-185-1 TCT: T-232076 
iO00sqm. commercial lot. 
Diversicnal Road. Brgy. Bullan, Pila 
Min. Bid Price: P 2,700,000.00 


0707-05-186-1 TCT: T-230556 
5458sqm. residential lol, Sitio San 
Miguel, Brgy. Duhat, Sta. Cruz 
Min. Bid Price: P 2,183,200.00* 


‘0707-05-187-1 TCT: T-230582, T- 
230553, T-230554 10805qm. 
residential piggery site Labuin. Pila 
Min. Bid Price: P 1,202,500.00* 


DTOT-05-188-1 TCT: T-230548 
3209eqm residential lot, Brgy. 
Sanio Calauan 

0707-05-173-1 TCT: 7-421342 Min. Bid Price P 1,106,440.00 

347sqm. commercialiresidentiai lt, 

Block 1 Lot 9 Bo. Lucasan, Tiaong 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,041,000.00 


AT 


0707-05-174-1 TCT: 662410 
3022sqm. residential lot, G.K. Bunyi 
St. Dolores Tayiay 

Min. Bid Price: P 6,044,000.00*4 


0707-05-175-1 TCT: 659358 
255sqm. residential. lol with 
improvements, Bluefield Ave... 
Brookside Hilis Subd., Bo. Batong 
Daig. Cainta 

Min. Bid Price: P 4,757,000.00%% 


0707-08-176-1 TCT: 301178 
200sqm. residential lot Atienza 
Compound, Broy. Ampid 1, San 
Mateo 


Min. Bid Price: P 800,000.00% 


0707-05-177-1 TCT: R-129 
00sqm. residential lot, Lot 6 Block 
6 Road Lot 9, Panderiosa Heights 
‘Subd. San Roque, Antipolo City 
Min. Bid Price: P 600,000.00" 


OTOT-05-189-1 TCT: T-230547 
2853sam. residential lol, Barangay 
Seniol, Calauan 

Min. Bid Price: P 870,900.00 


OTOT-05-190-1 TCT: 1-230546 
2838sqm. residential lt, Ilaya St. 
Bray. Dayap. Calauan, 

Min. Bid Price P 667,960.00 


0707-05-191-1 TCT: T-230549 
2515sqm. residential lot, Bray. 
Santo, Calauan 

Min. Bid Price: P 835,800.00 


OT07-05-192-1 TCT: T-230545 
2466sqm. residential lot, Bray 
Santo, Calauan 

Nin. Bid Price: P 805,520.00 
0707-05-193-1 TCT: T-290551 
2&92sqm. residential lot, Bray. 
Samal, Calauan 

Min. Bid Price: P 798,400.00 


0707-05-194-1 TCT; T-230550 
22498qm residential lot, Bray. 
Santol, Calauan 

Min. Bid Price: P 749,800.00 


0707-06-96 TCT: T- 
230586 180sqm residential lot with 
improvement, Bray. Callos, Sta. 
Cruz 

Min. Bid Price P 540,000.00 


0707-05-196-1 TCT: T-532156 
1800sqm. residential lot, Bray. 
Tranca. Bay 

Min. Bid Price: P 540,000.00 


0707-05-178-1 TCT: T-210053 
615qm. residential lot, Southwest 
Side of Road Lot Rodeo Hills 
‘Subavision, Alfonso 

Min. Bid Price: P 992,000.00% 


OTO7-05-179-1 TCT: T-674274 48 
Sam. road lot 24, Lot 47 Block 28 
Vita De Primarosa, Brgy. Tanzang 
Luma, imus, 
Min. Bid Price: P6525,000.00* 
es 0707-05-197-1 TCT: T-530479 

0707-05-180-1 TCT: T-583819 48 147sqm. residential lot, SL Isidore 
Sam townhouse, Lot 41 B27, Vila De Executive Vilage Bray. San Isidro, 
Prmecoss, Bray. Tananglumaimus Cabuyao 
Min. Bid Price: PS2500000- ‘Min, Bid Price: P 294,000.00 
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Pursuant o the Conditions of Bid, each Bid Proposal shall be accompanied 
by a deposit equivalent to ten percent (10%) ofthe bid in the form of cash or 
Managers check payable tothe Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
Al taxes and expenses in connection withthe sale of the propertyes and 
ransfer of ttle to the buyers name such as, but not limited to, capital gains 
tax, documentary stamp tax, registration and transfer fees shall be for the 
account ofthe winning bidder: 


The winning bidder shall be responsible for acquiring and maintaining 
peaceful possession and enjoyment of the property without seeking PDIC' s. 
Essistance. PDIC reserves tha right to withdraw any or all of the properties. 
‘tiered for sale anytime before the deadine of submission of offers, and lo 
reject any or all bids or to accept such offers as may be considered by the. 
Commitee as most advantageous to PDIC. in case the published date of 
bidding is declared a non-working day, the submission of bids shall be 
extended up to the next business day in Makati Cty or on such a dale as may 
be determines by PDIC, and bids shall be opened immediately thereafter. 


Bid Forms and Conditions of Bid may be secured from the ROPA 
Land Disposal Department, PDIC Bulding, 2228 Chino Roces 

Avenue. 1231 Makati Cty. For further information please cali telephone nas. 

841-4668 or 841-4689. 

CORPORATE ASSETS DISPOSAL COMMITTEE 
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Agri contributes to global warming, study says 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


AFTER LISTENING TO THE MESSAGES OF 
famous recording artists during Live Earth, 
the mega concert staged in different cou 
tries, one can't help but be reminded of the 
great dangers posed by global warming. 

Some critics thought 
Madonna should not have 
been allowed to perform at 
this concert. 

‘They claimed Madonna herself was a large 
contributor to global warming, using up one hun- 
dred times more carbon than the average Briton. 

This is due to the carbon emissions from 
her nine houses, fleet of cars, private jets and 
"Confessions" tour. 

But her New York spokesperson immedi- 
ately replied: "Madonna's agreeing to sing at 
the Live Earth event is one of the first steps in. 
her commitment toward being environmen- 
tally responsible." 

We must take similar steps toward the 
same direction if we are to help address glob- 
al warming. 


Greenhouse gases 

Global warming is associated mainly with 
carbon dioxide. 

But to be more accurate about it, global 
‘warming is caused by the emissions of green- 
house gases (GHG), which are made up mainly 
of four elements CO», methane (CH4), nitrous 
oxide (N20) and hydrofluoro-carbons (HFCs). 

To calculate the impact of each greenhouse 
gas on global warming, one should compute 
the equivalent in CO emissions. 

A little known fact is that methane has 21 
times the impact of COa. 

‘The presence of greenhouse gas in our at- 
mosphere can be attributed to activities asso- 
ciated mainly with five important sectors. 
‘These are energy, industry, wastes, agricul- 
ture and land-use-change/forestry (LUCF). 
Since the LUCF sector's contribution to global 
warming is minimal, we shall concentrate on 
the other four sectors. 

Industry and energy are the two sectors usual- 
Iy cited for global warming because they are the 
biggest contributors to CO releases. But since 
global warming refers to the impact of the four 
‘GHG mentioned earlier, the more accurate anal- 
ysis should quantify each sector's contribution to 
global warming based on the four GHGs. 


Agriculture’s impact 

Tn Gerarda Asuncion-Merilo's study 
“Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Strategies: The 
Philippine Experience,” she identified the 
large role of agriculture in global warming. 
Unknown to most people, it has three times 
the impact compared to industry 

Last May 2, a report from the Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate Change that recently 


Plantersbank opens 


met in Bangkok concluded: “Rice production 
is one of the main causes of rising methane 
emission, which contributes to the rise in tem- 
perature and the creation of harmful ozones 
near the ground.” 

Reiner Wassmann, coordinator of the Rice 
and Climate Change Consortium at the Inter- 

national Rice Research Insti- 
tute, said: “There is no other 
crop that is emitting such a 
large amount of GHG. 
Methane emissions are unique to rice. If Asian 
‘countries are exploring possibilities to reduce 
GHG, they have to look at rice production.” 

If farmers are taught to make compost out 
of rice straw, soil nutrients are released and 
aoe the soil, thus raising crop (1). Call to Order 

However, ifthe straw is burned, most of the (2) Report on Attendance and Quorum 


organic materials are lost, and this will con- (3) Review and Approval of Minutes of Previous Annual Stockholders’ * 
tribute to global warming. Meeting 


Fortunately, President M -Arroj iui ees 
pem ee one mbes (4) Management Report and Submission of Financial Statements to 
‘Stockholders for the year 2006 


Presidential Task Force on Climate Change, ; 
Wie Depertuencot Apicaltum Earn Ratification of all acts of the Board of Directors and Management 
Using this framework, the DA Secretary can during the year 2006 
in tumn create his own sub-task forces on climate Appointment of Independent Auditor 
Election of the Board of Directors for the ensuing term 
Such other business as may properly come before it 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


Please be notified that the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of Petron 
Corporation will be held on July 26, 2007, Thursday at 9:00 a.m. at the Fiesta 
Pavilion of Manila Hotel, One Rizal Park, Manila, with the following Agenda: 


[2] 


(6) 
change for each critical agricultural sector. a 

The rice sub-sector task force can propose a 
plan and corresponding budget to address (8) 
this issue. 

For example, a baseline study can be made on 
how many are burning rice straw or leaving the 
straw to rotin flooded rice paddies. This will help 
in addressing these problems in strategic areas to 
serve as models for the rest of the country 


The Board of Directors has fixed May 28, 2007 as the record date to 
determine the stockholders entitled to notice and to vote at said annual 
meeting. 

Minutes of the 2006 Annual Meeting is available for examination during 
office hours at the Office of the Corporate Secretary. 

To facilitate registration, please bring your Notice and any form of 
identification, i.e., driver's license; Company 1.D.; TIN Card; etc. Beneficial 
owners or those whose shares are held of record by brokers, investment houses, 
voting trustees, banks, or other entities are advised also to present a notarized 
confirmation that indeed they are the beneficial owners, indicating the number 
of shares therefore. 


New technologies 

‘The task force can also look at technology 
that would use less water and discourage 
flooded rice paddies, such as the System of 
Rice Intensification already proven successful 
in many countries. 

Unfortunately this technology got less than P2 
million in last year's budget, compared to the rice. 
seed budget of approximately P800 million. 

The magnitude of agriculture's role in glob- 
al warming has not yet been recognized in the. 
Philippines. 

The Farmer Rice Council of the Philippines, 


REGISTRATION STARTS AT 7:00 A.M. AND CLOSES AT EXACTLY 8:30 A.M. THE MEETING IS 
EXPECTED TO END AT 11:00 A.M. 


which represents rice growers from all over 
the country, can form part of a DA rice sub- 
sector task force on climate change. 

They can coordinate not only with other 
agricultural sub-sectors, but with other eco- 
nomic sectors such as the cement industry, to 
battle climate change. 

(The author is the chair of Agriwatch, former 


(Original Signed) 

Luis A. Maglaya 
Corporate Secretary 
PETRON CORPORATION 
Petron MegaPlaza 

358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City 


PETRON 


Fuel Success. 


Cabinet secretary for Presidential Flagship Pro- 
grams and Projects, and former undersecretary 
for Agriculture, and Trade and Industry. For in- 
‘quiries and suggestions, e-mail agriwatch- 
phil@yahoo.com or telefax (02) 8522112.) 


BUSINESS AT THE SPEED OF CHANGE 


SME park in Cebu 


By Irene R. Sino-Cruz 
Inquirer Visayas 


NAGA, CEBU—PLANTERS DE- 
velopment Bank (Plantersbank) 
recently inaugurated in this 
southern town its multimillion- 
peso industrial park dedciated to 
small- and medium-scale enter- 
prises (SME). 

‘The Plantersbank SME Indus- 
trial Park is a 40-hectare property 
within the New Cebu Township 
One (NCTO), a 250-hectare inte- 
grated development with indus- 
trial, commercial and residential 
components. 

Plantersbank chair and chief 
executive officer Jesus P. Tam- 
bunting said during the inaugura- 
tion here that the bank invested 
between P250 million and P300 
million in the development. 

Tambunting said the park al- 
ready has locators, which include 
Bon Ace Fashion tools, Avatar, 
Nature's Legacy, Kunawara Logis- 
tics and Superior Export. 

The bank offers financing 
packages for the lots, with an av- 
erage size of 2,000 square me- 
ters, to the SMEs, he added. 

‘The savings the companies get 
from the incentives could be used 
to pay off part of the amortiza- 
tion, Tambunting said. 

With the initial response from 
Cebu-based SMEs, he expressed 
confidence that other SMEs 
‘would see the advantage of locat- 
ing in the zone. 

Since President Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo has declared the NCTO as a 
special economic zone, the loca- 
tors at the Plantersbank SME In- 
dustrial Park are entitled to tax 
and duty-free importation of cap- 
ital equipment, tax credit for lo- 
cal capital equipment, exemption 
from wharfage dues, export tax 
and import fee exemption, four to 
eight-year income tax holiday 
and a 5-percent income tax on 
gross income after the tax holiday 
period. 

Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority Lilia de Lima said the in- 
centives would be available to ex- 
porters only, but she said the gov- 
emment might grant incentives 


tion. 


growth. 


project. 


Tambunting 
the project after he visited some 
ofthe bank's SME clients. 

"With the rise of the first ever 
SME Industrial Park in Cebu, we 
hope to spur economic, industrial 
and social development in the 
area,” Tambunting said. 

Benjamin M. Bitanga, presi- 
dent and chair of NCTO develop- 
er MRC Allied Industries Inc., 
said the area acquired by the 
Plantersbank includes the former 
Seagate building. 

Bitanga said the entire NCTO 
has its own water supply, which LN 
comes from a natural lake within z 2 X 
the property a sewage system 
and electrical connection provid- 
ed through the Naga power grid. 

He said the accreditation as a 
special economic zone covers the 
first phase of NCTO with an area 
of 123 hectares. 

Developed in the mid-19905, 
he said, the NCTO was initially 
marketed to large manufactur- 
ing companies, but it was only 
able to attract one locator, Ky- 
ocera Kinseki Philippines Inc., 
due to the global economic 
slowdown. 

Local government 
have pledged support for the in- 
dustrial park. 

Both Cebu Gov Gwendolyn 
Garcia and Naga Mayor Val M. 
Chiong said they would be 
putting up a port that could serve 
roll on-roll off passenger vessels 
and small cargo ships. 

Inthe next three years, Garcia 
said she would pursue other 
projects, in addition to the pro- 
posed port, that would provide 
the infrastructure needed to 
support the industrial park's 


These include a 400-kilometer 
highway and a bulk water supply 


Naga, about 20 kilometer 
south of Cebu City is a first class 
municipality where several com- 
panies are located including Apo 
Cement Co. 


to those companies based in the. 
SME industrial park that will ex- 
port at least half of their produc- "gU 2007, WEDNESDAY AND THURSOA 


Me EDSA BHANGAILA HOT 
conceptualized 


Eus Inst ey" 
SAP SUMMIT 2007 SPONSORS 


ce, 


SAP PHILIPPINES SUMMIT 2007, the country's biggest business 
applications conference and exhibit, brings together SAP's global team 
of professionals and partners to offer an exciting mix of presentations, 
interactive demos, and one-on-one discussions. 

Event Details 

When: July 18 to 19, 2007 

Where: Grand Ballroom, EDSA Shangri-La Hotel 

Time: 9:00am to 6:00pm. Onsite registration opens at 7:30am. 


Presentations 

‘Almost £0 informative and insightful sessions are at the heart of the 
SAP Philippines Summit 2007, 77 of which ore breakout seminars. 

The Summit will have close to 60 foreign and local speakers with 15 live 
customer testimonials. 
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officials Exhibitions 


Experience hands-on the wide ronge of business solutions with ongoing 
application demonstrations. You will find demo stations from close to 
30 exhibitors throughout the hall. Part of the exhibit is the SAP Pavilion 
which wil feature SAP's wide range of business solutions from 
Al-n-One*, SAP Business One®, and SAP NetWeaver® among others. 
Be part of this summit and experience business at 

the speed of change! 

Get Free Tickets! 

First 20 individuals to register online at 
www.sap-phils.com/summit/leday will get free 
tickets to the Summit (worth P2,500 each). Just key in 
LECV-017 on the field "SAP Code" found in the nios 
registration form. 
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For more information on the summit, please contact 
eMazing Ways at 941.9698 
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ART Pinay onld Jrip- Vigan Stop-Over. 


It was a day-long treat for OFW families in Vigan. The Smart Pinoy World Tour was. 
packed with exciting activities gifts and prizes for the whole family. 

This Vigan stop is part of the 7-leg road show designed to acquaint OFW families with 
the Smart Services like IDD, International Text, International. MMS, International Roaming 
and International Video Call ; 

| M” The star-studded, fun-filled festivities started with the ribbon-cutting graced by no less 
than Ilocos Sur Vice Governor Jeremias Singson, assisted by Smart Communications 
-B nand Art Matias : Regional Sales Manager- North Luzon Art Matias and Area manager -Noth Luzon Gerald D. 
dives conem Manage Not Ln Rodas. The day was a bit cloudy but that didn't stop the OFW families from coming and 
j SMART e ceri participating with gusto. The adults crowded the Job Fair thatWas set-up in coordination 
with the city's PESO office. 
Young and old alike seriously. competed for the bingo prizes which included Smart. 
cell phone kits, Laundry Showcase, Boracay trip for 2 and a Smart Pangkabuhayan 
Showcase. In addition, the winner in the block-out game got a chance to win 1 million 
pesos in a Magic 10 game. Mommies had their fil of shopping in the Trade Fair which 
showcased Vigan's famous products. The sports enthusiasts fanned their competitive 
streak in the Pinoy Oil Challenge, where barangay teams competed in games which tested 
their strength and team spirit. 

Meantime, the singers showcased their vocal skills in Birit to the World Videoke Singing. 
Contest. The winner went home with a trophy Wow Magic Sing unit courtesy of WOW. 
Smart Pinoy World Trip also gave the dancers a chance to show their dancing prowess in 
the Freestyle Dance competition. That wasn't all; the day was capped by a Mini Concert 
with the band Itchyworms. Lolos, Lolas, Tatays, Nanays, Kuyas, Ates and the little kids sang 
along and danced to their heart's delight. 

There were jobs, prizes, games, singing, daricing, even shopping. Fun was had by all 
and Vigan’s OFW families surely had a blast as did Smart Pinoy World Trip. The tour is out 
to spread fun so watch out for it! On to the next destination! 
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Pamilya'y pinagtitibay, sa pagganda ng buhay 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 07-356-002/03004005/006 
E-Governance and E-Legistation Computerization Upgrading Project 
House of Representatives, Quezon Ciy 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The House of Representatives, through its Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), invites suppers manulacturers! distributors contractors o apply lor 
eigbily and to bid for the hereunder project: 


TST Par | E Governare mi Eagan Compan Ug PS Due notice is hereby given to the public 

ea Ry pin that EQUITABLE INSURANCE 

o7-286-002 Lott Sup Dv and stalin of Active and PhPosoogoon | PhP23.000.00 CORPORATION has, as early as 2002, 
Passive Components. : 


masem uata-signterebeoaotrtwe ons [meum | one ceased and desisted from being the 
pnt pr cori nl Voice fees principal insurance provider ot CONSUMER 
— ace ata taser Deko nm" pem 


ee oop eon, CARE INSURANCE GROUP. EQUITABLE 
dila ra wl: INSURANCE CORPORATION therefore 


= E TT : will not honor and has nothing to do with any 


tac Dirai “As spooid in the contract i 1 ; 
DoeyPerod —| As speclied in the Nonce to Proceed transaction entered into by the said 
Prospective bidara shouid hae experience in undertaking a simlar proj win tha last S years (cep for Lat 3 the prospective iddar shouid have 

Prospector sh hve xine nea a fe mor po aang, amet peor ene ort CONSUMER CARE INSURANCE GROUP. 
Fo eee Malan fora prosecution lh project The Eigoity CheckSereenng as wel as the Preliminary Examination o Bids 
shal use non-discretionary "pass/tai criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. All particulars relative to Eligibility (PDI-July 16, 2007) 
Sidus on Screening, BU Securty, Prernanca Securty, Pre Siding Conference, Evauaton of Bids, Post Qual caton and Award of Contact 
State gored by he arinen provisions of LA. 9184 ants implementing Rules and Rogulations+A. 

Tne completo schedule of ace is isted, as flows: 


Adis iid 
at E T uu Tut 
aie aya Tea ea Tea : —MÓ 
a. Receipt irom xeciive bidders of Letter of Intent ud 
(LO neg pesto br gb diy 1624 à Cops 
x a au onda II Ee p PU 
Eras Eig kar Sha Teg ia CS 
Tied Coler EE CER NE INE 30% D/P eat 
ee mecnorcccseen Mitata STUDENT 
bem wars | nugas | hti | Aguits Rerum : 
Een 


eae Franca Pen " eS ^) 
PG" sas voe 


Opening of Technical and Financial Envelopes. san 531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 


E rere LINES anaes A T AA ‘ (0920]950-4626*(0915]317-5553*(0920)911-0002 
8. Notice of Award August 28 | August 28 | Augustz8 | August 28 | Sepemberi | Pag BG Housing Loan vwari.quevent.com *hbi@guevent.com 


Bid Documents wil ve avallable only to prospective bidders upon payment ofa non-refundable amount indicated above to the House of 
Representatives Cashier before 3:00 P.M. (Monday fo Thursday ony). The complete set of Elgiblty Requirements and Bid Documents 
ay be bl atthe Bide nd Awards Commie Sera (eo he Focus and Spo Maneqenent Sanica), South Wing 
Mansion clo M Dominador M. Gamboa, BAC-Secretriat Head (Tel. Nos. 931-5689 & 991-5001 loc. 7523 & 7398). Eligiblity documents, VUNGRSURSENETUS TAYN 
Ñ technical and financial proposals shall be placed in separate, marked and sealed envelopes addressed to the Chairman, Bids and Awards Blue Ribbon English Training Center, Inc. OB-GYN-PATHOLOGY BOOK 
technical and francia propona S and dropped inte bla box located a te Conference Room, Deputy Secretary General lor Internal isin need of. HISTOMORPHOLOGIC 
Rodi, South Wing Basement, Houso of Representatives, National Government Center, Constitution Hills, Quezon City. This Invitation to (MICROSCOPIC) ATLAS OF THE 
Audi for Ely ang to Bid shal be simultaneous posed al he House of Representativas Webs: wa. canoes. gnu hePippine MANAGER AS OES OF THE FEMALE 
Qülmment Electronic Procurement System (PhIGEPS) and other conspicuous places reserved lor Ins purpose at the House of co adpressis 
Rapresantaies. espe . For Inquiry/Order: 
"Wiling to move in SBMA Call DER at 0920-2199686 
With 3 to 5 years education experience 
Approvedby (God) ATTY LEONARDO B. PALICTE W Must know how to speak Korean and 
'Bds and Awards Commitee Chairman Engish fluently For your Classified Ads rpquirements, call 
Higa) pompar erate ‘our Ciassifieds Advertising Hotlines: 
Please send resume at Bldg, 8344 Sulu Road, 


Cubi-Trboa Ave., Subic Bay Er CUBAO. KALAW 
5 


‘More employment opporlunities y aE 7 Freepor Zone, Philippines = ataandaa tt Aon) 5280013, 8279982 
: to $ z ied [ i 

ters OMY, = JONES LUE MIN emltlen, ofan 
Every Sunday with the IKGUVRER. A os) Where You Find Tho Best 
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TleHosecifupesnales ssn ro responslbty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation 
ofthe 


rot-i 16.2007 


MONDAY, JULY 16, 2007 


BUTUAN CITY WATER DISTRICT 
J.A. Rosales Avenue, Butuan City 
Tel. Nos. (085) 342-3145/46; Fax No. (085) 341-4298 
Website: www.bcwd.gov.ph 
E-mail address: bowd2@skyinet.net 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Butuan City Water District hereby invites suppliers and 
distributors to apply for eligibility and to bid, in accordance 
with LR.R. of R.A. 9184, for the supply and delivery of Pack- 
age 1: Blue HDPE Pipe & Package 2: Valves & Fittings. 


PACKAGE 1. HDPE PIPE (1 Item) 
an DESCRIPTION 

586 pcs Blue HDPE Pipe 110mm@ x 

6m, 
SDR11, ISO 
ABO: P1,705,505.00 Bidding Fee: P3,000.00 
PACKAGE 2: VALVES & FITTINGS, AWWA or ISO 
QTY DESCRIPTION 

18 pcs 110mmó C.I. Gate Valve with 
BNG, F/F, NRS, ISO or AWWA 
110mm Combination Flange 
with Tensile Ring, BNG, ISO 
or AWWA 
ABC: P432,476.00 Bidding Fee: P 1,500.00 
Bids in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected 
at the Bid Opening. 
Prospective Bidders should have an experience in 
undertaking a similar project with amount at least fifty 
percent (50%) of the proposed project for bidding. Delivery 
of goods is required thirly (80) days from date of issuance 
of Notice of Award. 
A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased 
per package by interested Bidders upon payment of a non- 
refundable fee as indicated per package. The method of 
paymentis CASH. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personally by the prospective bidders or his authorized 
representative. 
Pre-Bid Conference shall be held at the Training Hall, BCWD 
Administration Building on the following dates: 
July 27, 2007 2:00 PM (BCWD time) - Packages 1 & 2 
Submission and opening of sealed bids shall be at the same 
venue, which shall follow on: 
‘August 9, 2007 9:00 AM (BCWD time) - Package 1 

2:00 PM (BCWD time) - Package 2 

Late bids shall not be accepted. 
Butuan City Water District reserves the right to reject any 
orali bids, to waive any defect or formality therein, to assume 
no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or indemnify 
bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of their 
bids, and to accept the offer most advantageous to the 
government. 


52 pcs 


(Sgd.) JORGE L. GUDUYO, CE 
Chair, Bids and Awards Committee 
OL uy 182097) 
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Phil. Deposit Insurance 
Company 


POEA 


24-HR HOTLINES 


7224144 * 722-1155 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818116/1964371 
09213497770 


BUYSELL + PAWN. 


A oiher SWISS SWATCHES 

JEWELRY 

DIAMONDS 

eg BEST PRICE 

r SPOT CASH 
Peg nasz 
8316712 


For your Classified Ads 
requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising 
Hotlines: 
Head Office: 


897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 899-4427; 
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WESTERN VISAYAS SANITARIUM 
Gema 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

Tie COH esten Vyas Satan, Po ls os nd jas Commis BAC) nes crac 

{gee wih and cass by pa Prine Contacon Acredhatin Beet (FCAB) to yp or 

(cig td nd gti, 1o d lr a lowing canat 
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(On the Instruction of Litton Mills inc 
Online Auction 
TEXTILE FINISHING EQUIPMENT 


(Can Buy Now) 


Sale Closing: Wednesday, 18 July 2007 at 18:00 CCT (Local Time) 
Located: Pasig, Philippines 
Patile Finishing: MORRISON integrated Range Continous Denim 
Frishing & Sanforzing (1995), BENNINGER Extracta Washing 
Range (1997); ARTOS BABCOCKI KYOTOKOMATSUBARA. 
Continuous Pad Steam Range; KYOTO Cip Type Mercenzing 
Machine (1986); FAMATEX Stentenng Machine; ARTOS BABCOCK 
Stentering Machine; ARTOS BABCOCK Continuous Scouring and 
Bleaching Range (1993); KUSTERS Cold Pad Batch Dyeng Machne 
(1995). Q) SUCKER & MULLER SF-4 Emerizing Machines; 
WAKAYAMA Pad Thermosol Dyeing Range, WAKAYAMA 120-M 
Timing & Baking Oven; (6) THIES Ecosoft Fabric Dyers; (2) 
MORRISON Sanforzing Machines: (3) Dyeing Machines; 
WAKAYAMA IRON WORKS L-Box Washing Range; FAMATEX 
Stentenng Machine 
= (2) RAMSONS RHW 50 Stone Wash; JN SUN LI 
ENTERPRISES CO. LTD TESO Tumble Dryer; BAMSONS RID 215 
“Tumble Dryer, (6) JIN SUN Li ENTERPRISES CO. LTD. JW-5 Washing 
Machines; IN SUN U ENTERPRISES CO. LID. JE-3 Extractor 
GARMENT MANUEACIURING - BOSCH P5523 Sanding Machine: 
ERUR DOL555 Single Needle Sewang Machines; 2) JUKI LH-515 
Double Needle Sewing Machines, SHANGONG GD8-4 Double 
Needle Sewing Machine; (2) PEGASUS 132-86 Five Thread. 
Machines; JUKI LBH-780 Button Hole; JUKI LK-18538artack 
Machine; YAMATO/JUKVBROTHER FOA Machines; SINGER 
299216 Keyhole, KANSAI KS080188-1 Beltloop Machine; 
ANDER KING Winder Machine; HER SAN FENG Bottom & Rivets 
Machine; LEWIS UNION Button Sew, PEGASUSJUK/MERROW 
Machines; PEGASUS Edging Machine; EAST BLUE Cutting 
Machine, THIAN Flat Folding Machine; etc. 
VIEWING: STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 
fo more detis please visit our website at wane gondasty com & search for 
Golndustry Contact: JENNY, JESSA or DANG 
Henry Butcher: +63 2 822 5555 
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Republic of the Phil 
Deparment of Health 
ADELA SERRA TY MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER 
Capitol Hiis, Tandag. Surigao del Sur 
Telefax No. (086) 211-3700 


ility and to Bid 
(Proposed Supplies & Installation of Dietary Equipment 

tor ne epi ict Depart of Hosp Amer Building) 
The Adela Serra Ty Memorial Medical Center, through the Fund trom 
oheoment ofthe Phipps tra Prony Development Assistance 
So manas i anoh the Conci Tuo Mion Eight Hundred Forty Seven 
Thousand Pees tonp2.047,000.00) being fe Approved Budget for 
Tree hac i payments under he exact lor e Proposed Supplies 
Soesauac) or Oly Equipment forthe Completion of Dietary 
J ons tenent of oepltal Annes Buliing is roaie excess ol ho ASE 
Site actematealy rejected at Bi opening. 

"he ADELA SERRA TY MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER now nvtes Bids 

trom sige Bidders for Proposed Supple & Isilon of Dietary 
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‘The Adela Serra Ty Memorial Medical Center wil hold a P 
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ener ote 10-00 AM, August 20,2007, Al ics must te socompanied 
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‘ASrceortaives who choose ated athe adress below. 

The Adela Serra Ty Moma Media Cote reserves tha right 1o acospt 
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BAC Secretariat 
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(Sgd.) ANTONITA L. OROZCO, MD. 
SAC Chairperson 
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We Remember With Love 


On the # Anniversary of hon death 
July 17,2007 


897-8425 (Telefax) 
Cubao: 
912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
Makati: 
892-5578; 811-4361; 
811-4370 
Kalaw: 
528-0213; 527-3342 
Megamall: 


Haly Masses wil be offered in hen momony at the enin churches 


St. Catherine Parish Church, Pagbilao, Quezon. = = 

‘St Anne Parish Church, Malicboy, Pagbilao, Quezon 

Poblacion Torrijos Catholic Church, Torrijos, Marinduque 

‘Mt. Carmel Parish Church, Malilipot, Albay 5 

Mount Carmel Shrine, Dona Juana Rodriguez Avenue, New Manila, Q.C. = 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral Parish, 39 Lantena Street, Cubao, Quezon City, M.M. 
Parish of St John the Baptist, Quiapo 

Redemptorist Church, Baclaran. = m 

Nativity of Our Lady Parish, Industrial Valley Subd. Marikina City 

St. Francis Church, Shaw Blvd, Mandaluyong City 

‘St Jean Baptiste Church, 184 E. 76% Street New York, N. Y. 10021 „n 

Church of St. Ignatius Loyola, 980 Park Ave. New York, N.Y. 10028. i 
Cathedral of Madeleine, 331 East Smith Temple St. Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Temple Expiatorio a Cristo Rey, Antigua Basilica de Guadalupe. 


Hn family and relatives request the pious readers lo remember 
hon in thein prayers. 


Canlas Tueres 


On fer 9th Death Anniversary 
this 16th of July 2007 


Masses shall be offered atthe following churches: 


Christ the King Parishes E Rodriguez, QC/ 6:00pm 
Green Meadows 


Forbes Park, Makati 6:00pm 
Greenhills, San Juan 6:15pm 
Mother Ignacia, Q.C. 6:00pm 


New Manila, QC. 400pm 
600 pm 


Santuario de San Antonio 
Sanctuario de San Jose 
‘St. Paul the Apostle Parish 


635-0219; 635-0220 
Aun obituary with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute 


y to your departed loved one. 


Always caring. 
INQuIRER OBITUARIES 
OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


Notify family and friends of a loved one 
who had just passed away. 

We accept death notices, announcing details of the person’s wake 
and interment. For a very affordable fee you can reach out to 
everyone who have been a part of the life of your dearly departed. 
For more information, you may contact 
Inquirer Classifieds at (02)897 8425. 


“Be utrest once more, Q my soul, _ | 
for the Lord has been g K mi 
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WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS || | — 
and bank-to-bank payments 
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On JULY 21 & 22, trade in your old vehicles at authorized NISSAN dealers for a brand new 
Sentra or X-TRAIL. And get lots of FREE treats and surprises for you and your family! 
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SENTRA And We'll Give You 


US, Japan st 
sources of fo 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENTS REGISTERED 
with the Department of Trade 
and Industries’ promotion agen- 
cies increased in the first half by 
30 percent to P130 billion. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila 
said the improvement proved 
that the country remained a com- 
petitive investment destination 
despite the "political noise" aris- 
ing from the May elections. 

The growth, he said, was largely. 
due to the economic measures that 
the government had put in place. 

From January to June, the 
Board of Investments and the 
Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority registered and granted in- 
centives to 347 projects, which 
were expected to create 67,393 
jobs at full operation. 

The BOI accounted for P61 bil- 
lion, while the balance represent- 
ed the investments registered by 


BIR adopts 


Your Old Car On A 
Brand-New X-TRAIL Or 


By Michelle V. Remo 


MANUFACTURERS OF CIGA- 
rettes and alcoholic beverages 
will be under tight watch by the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue once 
a proposed measure to plug ex- 
cise tax leakages is implemented. 

Revenue Deputy Commission- 
er Nelson Aspe said the BIR had 
been working on the new design 
of the seal to be used on cigarette 
packs and alcohol bottles whose 
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VALUE 
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P35,000 


excise taxes have been paid. 

Without naming the compa- 
nies, Aspe said some manufactur- 
ers of these products were sus- 
pected of manufacturing and us- 
ing fake tax stamps to avoid pay- 
ing higher excise taxes. 

Under the excise tax system, 
manufacturers are required to pay 


P31,000 


excise taxes before their products 
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ill the top 
reign capital 


Peza during the period. 

Local and foreign investors split 
the first-half inflow 50-50, with 
foreign investments mostly com- 
ing from traditional partners—the 
United States with P26.3 billion 
and Japan, P12.7 billion. 

Projects engaged in manufac- 
turing accounted for the biggest. 
share with investment contribu- 
tion of P48.5 billion, while infras- 
tructure projects rang up P33 bil- 
lion; real estate development, 
P20.3 billion, electricity genera- 
tion, P14.7 billion, and gas and 
‘water supply, P8.7 billion. 

The manufacturing sector 
grew by 157 percent in the first 
semester mainly due to Mabuhay 
Vinyl Corp.'s project involving the 
production of caustic soda and 
hydrocholoric acid and liquid 
worth P564.6 million, as well as 
Pilipinas Kyohritsu's production 
of automotive wiring harness 
worth P453.3 million. 


measure 


to plug excise tax leaks 


are taken out of the factories. Prod- 
ucts whose taxes have been paid 
are marked with a tax stamp, while 
those whose taxes were unpaid 
should be kept in he factories. 

The BIR assigns revenue offi- 
cers to factories of cigarettes and 
alcoholic beverages to monitor 
their tax compliance. Despite 
this, Aspe said there were still 
substantial revenue leaks be- 
cause some manufacturers use 
fake tax stamps. 

“What we want is a design that 
carries security features so that it 
will not be duplicated by unscrupu- 
lous manufacturers,” Aspe said in a 
briefing with reporters last week. 

In the first quarter of the year, 
the BIR'S excise tax collection 
reached only P10.4 billion, down 
27 percent from the P14.2 billion 
in the same period last year. 


VALUE VALUE 


CebuPac breaks 4-M mark 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


CEBU PACIFIC BROKE THE FOUR- 
million mark in passenger traffic 
from July 2006 to June 2007, post- 
ing an 89-pereent growth from 
year-ago level. 

The budget carrier reported 
over the weekend that its total 
passenger carriage increased 
from 2.5 million in July 2005 to 
June 2006, to more than 4.7 mil- 
lion in July 2006 to June 2007. 

The 4.7 million comprised do- 


‘Shown is a Sentra 1.6. 


mestic operations, which grew 
from 2.2 million to almost 3.99 
million passengers, and interna- 
tional operations, which almost 
tripled from 271,000 to more 
than 730,000 passengers. 

"The continued growth of Ce- 
bu Pacific shows that more Fil- 
ipinos are able to travel by air be- 
cause of the low fares we offer for 
all the destinations we operate,” 
company vice president for mar- 
keting and product Candice lyog 
said in a statement. 
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A landmark development 
of Sta. Lucia Realty 


Call: (02) 634-8112 
(02) 634-2262 
(02) 631-7389 


SUMMIT POINT 


GOLF & RESIDENTIAL ESTATE 
Lipa City, Batangas 
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www.staluciarealty,com 


MARKETING NETWORK 


Fil-Estate Group 
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MONDAY, JULY 16, 2007 


5 


Re wf 
Puto tops 


‘Text and Photos by Niña Catherine Calleja 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


BINAN, LAGUNA—A PRODUCT OF AN 
almost century-old food-making tradition, 
the rice cake or puto Bifian has become this 
town's trademark and thriving industry. 

"The puto here is soft and thin, and has 
cheese toppings. It also melts in the mouth," 
says Lisa Endriga, who, together with her hus- 
band, Owen, manages Nila's Puto. 

Theirs is said to be the most popular among the 
puto produced by five rice cake factories here. 

Unlike other rice cakes that are mixed with 
flour, puto Bifian is 100-percent made of rice, 
and differs in taste, texture and appearance, 
she adds. 

‘The five stores deliver around 1,000 bilao 
(native round trays) every week. They receive 
bulk orders from business establishments in 
Manila, tourists and balikbayans. 

Lisa and Owen are proud to be at the helm 
of a business that dates back to 1925, when 
Owen's grandmother, Petronila "Nia" 


in Bifian 


Samaniego, made a business out of her hobby 
of making rice cakes for family occasions. 

Armed with just a small capital and her 
considerable baking skills, Nila put up the 
business with the help of siblings. 

Nila's Puto catered to local consumers and 
eventually reached nearby towns and Metro 
Manila. 


Homemade 

Based on the stories of family members, Ni- 
la produced rice cakes in her old two-story 
house. She used only a small oval tin can 
called the “partola” in baking. 

Nila was unmarried and had no children, 
so it was her niece Florencia Endriga, who 
helped grow the business. 

When Nila became old and weak, Floren- 
cia, who started helping her aunt when she 
‘was 12 years old, inherited the business and 
was able to expand production in the 1970s. 

It was Florencia's family, especially her five 
children, who made the business even bigger, 

PUTO/B23 


ENDO. 


E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 


Enjoy the Best First Class Service 
inthe World 


Sates Pit 
KOREAN AIR, 
Reservation Center, Manis: 893-4909 


products, 
owners 

resist new 

technology 


LISA Endriga 
supervises the 

S production of Nila's 
Puto. 


Prime South Luzon Expressway Location. 
Limitless Opportunities. 


Coli: 809-4369 / (0528) 456-1483 
1909-2372 / (0915) 314-4856 


E-mail: ibeca_philppines@yahoo.com 


Visk: Landeo Pacific Corporation G/F, Centermall Building, 
St Presidents Avenue, BF Homes, Parofoque 
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Every business needs the right tools to help it grow. Hospitals need 
medical equipment. Offices need business machines. Corporations 
need car fleets. Construction, printing and manufacturing companies 
need heavy machineries. But purchasing major assets can be financially 
difficult. BPI Leasing is your better alternative to buying. By allowing 
you to use specific assets with low cash outlay, BP! Leasing allows 
you to conserve your capital and thereby increase the cash flow in 

your business. For most businesses, leasing is the wiser option. 


provides you 


with wiser options beneficial to your business. 


Only the leader can give you the right business solutions your company 
needs. Choose from these options: 


FINANCE Loase ~ BPI Leasing purchases the equipment you need. You then 
use the equipment in return for a series of rental repayments. The asset 
appears on your balance sheet during the lease period, with the lease 
obligation booked as a liability. 


OPERATING Lease - BP! Leasing will pre-approve the asset to be leased, 
‘You may use the asset and return or re-lease it at the end of the lease term. 
‘The asset will not appear on your balance sheet and monthly rentals are 
treated as expense. 


Payment terms: The minimum lease term is 2 years. Rentals are paid monthly 
in advance and are calculated based on the net cost of the asset. 


neg AOTIONT 


& BPI Leasing Corporation 


Go for THE WISER OPTION. 


ct the leader in leasing, BPI LEASING CORPORATION, at 845-5 61; or 816-9 


The Leader in Leasing 


CIBPI 


We'll take you farther. 


At BPI Leasing, we'll lend your business the hand it needs to grow. 
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LATELY, WE HAVE BEEN BOMBARDED 
with glowing reports on the Philippine 
economy: 

RP stocks continue record-breaking 
run, setting a composite index high of 
3,719. The peso-dollar rate breaches 
the 46 to 1 mark to close at 45.90 to 1. 
The GDP hit a record growth rate of 6.9 
percent in the first quarter of 2007 
"While the BOP and current account sur- 
pluses posted record highs with record 
growth in export and OFW remit- 
tances. 

, These glowing economic indicators 
presumably translate into a vibrant 
economy that is globally competitive, 
with falling poverty rates, higher em- 
ployment opportunities, higher rev- 
enue collections. But reality seems to 
indicate otherwise. 

“SWS surveys claim hunger is at its 
highest level in all regions of the coun- 


‘More Filipinos claim to be poorer 
than they were a few years ago. 

“Our global competitiveness rating 
has done down a few notches according 
to international rating agencies. 

"Local products lack competitive- 
ness versus products from China, Thai- 
land, Malaysia, Vietnam, etc. resulting. 
in local producers discontinuing oper- 
ations and shifting to imported prod- 
ucts, 

“Smuggling is rampant both in agri- 
cultural products and in manufactured 
consumer goods.” 

And the most stark proof that ap- 
pears to conflict with the country’s 
glowing economic statistics is the reali- 
ty that more and more Filipinos are 
Jeaving for work abroad for lack of em- 
ploymentin the country. 

The clash of perceptions and realities 

is the subject matter of an absorbing 
new book on the Philippine economy by 
Rey Angeles entitled “The Philippine 
‘Economy: Do Our Leaders Have a 
‘Clue? A rare and gifted businessman 
(importer, exporter, trader, financier) 
"Rey writes in clear, simple and concise 
‘language and is able to translate and re- 
‘late economic theory and the big eco- 
omic picture covered by the jargon of 
economic statistical data into the eco- 
nomic reality that affects the lives of the 
ordinary Filipinos. 

‘The book’s analysis and conclusions 
are solidly based on incontrovertible 
facts rather than on government statis- 
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ee BuSINESSMonday 
Shedding light on Philippine economic reality 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


Baltazar N. 
Endriga 


tics thathe proves unreliable and some 
times, downright erroneous. 


Strength of the peso 

Official pronouncements view the 
strength of the Peso as an indicator of 
growth. 

However, the strong peso has been 
detrimental to the Philippine econo- 
my in the long run. While the high pe- 
so value reduces the cost of imported 
raw materials, consumer goods, capi- 
tal goods, etc., it results in local in- 
dustries losing customers to foreign 
manufacturers. With decreasing 
sales, operations of local companies 
contract and people lose their jobs in 
local industries. People walk out of 
the economy to work for competitors 
abroad. 

With the increase in the value of the 
peso, the government loses revenues in 
the reduced level of sales of industries, 
in the reduction of income of OFWs 
when converted to pesos, in the collec- 
tion of less pesos when dollar revenues 
of BPO tourism and property compa- 
nies are converted to pesos. 

Using an easy-to-understand analyti- 
cal framework, the book illustrates how 
à 100-percent devaluation of the Kore- 
an Won resulted in reducing the total 
dollar costs of all inputs in manufactur- 
ing Korean cars for exports in spite of 
the more than 70-percent inflation, in 
earning dollar profit after devaluation 
(with none before devaluation) and in 
attaining competitive export pricing in 
the world market! 

And who can argue with Korea's 
booming car manufacturing industry? 

To illustrate that a strong currency 
is not necessarily a sign of a strong 
economy, the author is likewise quick 
to point out that currently, the coun- 
try with the world’s strongest curren- 
cy is the Zimbabwe dollar which ap- 
preciated against the Peso by 90 per- 
cent. 

Of course, we all know the horrible 
state of the Zimbabwe economy! 


Increasing exports 

‘The Government touts that the coun- 
trys exports have never been higher, 
without clarifying that what matters is 
met exports (or exports less imports) 
which have always been on deficit. 

Beyond these examples, the author 
questions with unassailable supporting 
analysis the knee-jerk conclusions par- 
layed by media of the virtues of a BOP 
surplus, the increase in GIR (both with- 
out analyzing their components) the 
stock market boom, etc. 

les that the country's 
current account is the most reliable in- 
dicator of the health of the economy, 
better than GDR GNP employment rate, 
etc., because it shows how well or how 
badly our economy does business with 
the rest of the world. And in addition, 
its source data are mostly verifiable 
documents and least subject to extrapo- 
lation and manipulation. 

It concludes with the observation that 
the country’s over reliance on OFW re- 
mittances to achieve a current account 
surplus is unhealthy as its not the out- 
come of the country s entrepreneurial ac- 
tivity but of talented and competent Fil- 
ipinos helping other countries in compet- 
ing against the Philippines. 

Besides, its deleterious social impact, 
the OFW phenomenon does not help 
build the OFW industry. 


Recommendations 

His analysis of Philippine economic 
policy over the years leads Rey Angeles 
to advance very specific policy recom- 
mendations, which we hope our eco- 
nomic policy-makers will take to heart. 
Among these are: 

“Our government must cleanse its 
statistics, produce input-output table 
every three years and present its poli- 
cies, assumptions and methodologies to 
the people and industry leaders. 

“The government must produce and 
carry out a long-term economic pro- 
gram and strategy to strengthen our lo- 
cal economy, absorb the growing num- 
ber of the labor force and beat our com- 
petitors abroad in attracting OFWs back 
(even at the risk of short-term difficul- 
ties for our people). 

“Our politicians must get involved on 
the issue of net exports as the engine of. 

h in the economy and the exodus 


“We must all study, understand and 
make our positions clear on the perva- 
sive and intensive effects of the new 
phenomenon of transcontinental (op- 
portunistic) portfolio investments—a 
new phenomenon not covered in eco- 
nomic textbooks but which had the per- 
nicious effect of causing the‘1997 Asian 
Financial Crisis." 

Tt is most significant to note that the 

hai commercial representative in the 
Philippines, upon reading Rey Angeles’ 
first book ("The Fuschia book") on for- 
eign exchange policy invited Rey to a 
sumptuous dinner to discuss the policy 
implications Rey had discussed exten- 
sively. 

Thereafter, the Thai embassy or- 
dered 10 copies of the book. 

Shortly thereafter, Thailand, whose 
currency has been appreciating against 
the US dollar faster than the peso has 
adopted a policy of encouraging capital 
flight and restricting foreign capital 
from coming in. 

This economic policy turnabout is 
dictated by the realization that the 
strong currency policy is, in the long- 
run detrimental to the greatest number 
of the population—precisely what au- 
thor, Rey Angeles has been preaching. 

The Thai governments foreign ex- 
change policy tumaround does hew 
very closely to Rey Angeles’ recommen- 
dations in both his Fuschia and Orange 
books. 

The effects of such paradigm shift re- 
mains to be seen but if Thai policy di- 
rections after the 1997 Asian Financial 
crisis is to be a basis for judgment, the 
Thai's must have done the right thing. 

And now, while their policy shift and 
their order of Rey's books may just be 
coincidental, I would not be surprised if 
the Thai policy-makers did read Rey 
‘Angeles’ book and having seen the light 
have adopted his recommendations. 

Would the Philippine economic poli- 
cy-makers have the gumption, courage, 
wisdom and humility to listen to Mr. 
Angeles’ unquestionably sound pre- 
scriptions? 

(The article reflects the personal opin- 
ion of the author and does not reflect the 
official stand of the Management Associ- 
ation of the Philippines. The author is 
Treasurer of MAP and Managing Partner 
of Endriga, Manangu & Associates, CPAs 
EMA). Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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ECCP elects new president 


HUBERT D'ABOVILLE IS THE NEW PRESI- 
dent of the European Chamber of Com- 
merce of the Philippines (ECCP). He re- 
places former Siemens Philippines inc. 
Chief executive officer Tertius Vermeulen. 

A long-time resident of the Philip- 
pines, d'Abovilie is the founder and 
president of energy distribution firm. 
Paris-Manila Technology Corp. He will 
hold the top post of the chamber for 
one year. 

Other elected officers were Erik Moeller 
Nielsen (Maersk Global Services Centres. 
Ltd.) and Michael Raeuber (MarzellInc.), 
vice presidents; Cyril Rocke (Finacor Fi- 
nance Corp.), treasurer; and Maria Do 
Carmo Vidoeira (Soluziona Philippines), 
Guenter Matschuck (Maschinen & Tech- 
nik inc.), Edgar Chua (Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp.), Nandu Nandkishore 
(Nestle Philippines Inc.), Manuel Salak lI 
(ING Bank N.V), Gerry Lane (Asian Tigers 
Lane Moving & Storage), Peter Labrie 
(BNP Paribas), Richard Eldridge (May-K 
Learning Center Inc.), Eynollah Rahideh 
(Temic Automotive (Philippines) Inc.), 
Richard Strollo (DHL Global Forwarding 
(Philippines) Inc.), Bernard Poplimont 
(Puratos (Philippines) inc.) directors. 
Established in 1978 and with 700 mem- 
ber companies, the ECCP assists in the. 
establishment of trade and business 
links between Europe and the Philip- 
pines. 


Dream... 


From page B2-4 


Maranao loom weaving has highly adhered 
toa creed of stylized designs. 

Believing that they are now ready to face the 
challenges of the market, Dida and friends 
have expressed willingness to adapt Western. 
and Christian patterns in their designs. 

While there have been apprehensions re- 
garding the extent of flexibility as far as designs 
and colors were concerned, Dida says she and 
her co-weavers are thinking of ways to make 
certain changes in order to draw more clients. 

The Dayawan Weavers Association is brac- 
ing for bulk orders. Their products come in at- 
tractive forms—cover folders, bags, coin purs- 
es, blankets, table runners and pencil cases, 
among other items ideal for corporate give- 
aways. 

“For us to survive, we need to mix commerce 
with the preservation of our tradition. It should 
be complementary in nature so that one does 
not obliterate the other,” Dida says. 
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TANAUAN CITY—IN 1950, COU- 
ple Aurelio and Celinda Pantoja ar- 
rived for the first time at their in- 
herited house in Barangay 4 in this 
city in Batangas and found a won- 
out oven in the backyard. 

"The old appliance inspired Aurelio 
to start right then and there a bakery 
business, which they called Panaderia 
Pantoja. 

"With a capital of P50,000, Aurelio 
rehabilitated the oven, hired a few bak- 
ers from neighboring Batangas towns, 
and kept the business going. 

Back then, there were no mechani- 
cal equipment such as mixers, dividers, 
dough rollers and rounders. All bread 
products were hand-made. 

Since slicers were not yet available, 
bakers would have to use knives to 
slice loaves of bread. 

Aside from owning the business 
himself, Aurelio performed multiple 
jobs of delivery man, purchaser and 
Production manager ofthe bakery 

Celinda handled the day-to-day op- 
erations of the bakery 

“s a funny thing that, when my lo- 
Ja (Celinda) got pregnant, she would 
even bring her relatives in Balayan to 
man the bakery and sell” said Anthony 
Pantoja, Panaderia Pantojds vice presi- 
dent for operations. 

During those times, Tanauan only 
had two bakeries—Panaderia Pantoja 
and Almeda Bakery 

The Pantoja couple virtually relied 
‘on “word of mouth” to market their 

lues in town such as pandesal, 
tasty bread, and paborita and jacobina 
biscuits. 

"These limitations, however did not 
‘hinder the Pantojas from fulfiling their 
dream. 

In the 19705, their son Arturo took 
cover the business and started to mech- 
anizeits operations and hire more peo- 


Tanauan. 


ple. 

By the time new bakeries emerged 
in town, Panaderia Pantoja was no 
longer affected since it had already 
built and maintained good relations 
‘with its loyal customers. 

‘Today, Panaderia Pantoja has 
grown into a corporation and is 
now one of the province's largest 
bakeries, with franchises in the 
towns of Rosario, Balayan, Nasug- 
bu; Lemery and Tuy, and the cities 
of Lipa, Batangas and Tanauan. 

Iralso has two outlets in De La Salle- 
Lipa. 


Hot pandesal 

Although pandesal is available in 
any other bakery Panaderia Pantoja 
takes pride with its trademark hot pan- 
desal, sold at P2 apiece, which has at- 


Puto tops ... 


Lisa says. 

Because of the high demand, Florencia's 
workers numbered almost 60. She bought a 
200-square-meter lot for a workplace. 

Even though she knew she largely con- 
tributed to the business’ success, Florencia re- 
tained the name Nila's Puto. 

“My mother-in-law wanted to preserve the 
name in memory of her aunt. She was telling 
us she merely continued what her aunt start- 
ed,” Lisa says. 

Florencia always reminded her children to 
manage the business well and help in production. 

“When all of her kids graduated from col- 
lege, she allowed them to manage, one by one. 
‘After some months, the responsibility was 
passed on to the other siblings," Lisa adds. 

Profit was also equally divided among fam- 
ily members. 

Because the other siblings are abroad or 
have stable work in other private companies, 
Owen and Lisa took the responsibility of man- 
aging the business. 


Traditional ways 

‘To maintain the taste and texture of the 
products, they still employ the traditional 
‘way of baking rice cake using rice husk. 

They resist using new baking technologies 
because Florencia herself learned from bad 
experiences, 

“The product did not come out so fine. So she 
thought it was just a waste of money,” Lisa says. 

But, she admits, she and Owen still want to 
adopt modern technology to reduce manpow- 
erand production time. 


tracted generations of loyal followers in. 


High demand for the product con- 
vinced the Pantoja family to sell hot 
pandesal both in the morning (5 am. 
to 8 am) and aftemoon (3 pm. to 7 
pm), which reportedly established a 
trend in their customers lifestyle. 

“The selling point of our hot pan- 
desalis that itis pugor-baked,” said An- 
thony “People say bread cooked in pu- 
gon (brick oven) are more delicious 
since they are provided with different 
{kinds of aroma and favoring.” 

He said their bakery usually mixes 
cooking oll from lechon baboy with 
their ingredients for pandesal, which 
add to the taste. 

"What puzzles the 29-year-old en- 
trepreneur is that their customers 
would eat hot pandesal both in the 
‘moming and aftemoon. 

“Surprisingly, some 
‘would even line up and wait justto buy 
pandesal,” he added, 

Hot pandesal is also a product ofthe 
Dakerys ‘quality fie” attitude. 

‘Anthony said they would not 
sacrifice the quality of their bread 
despite skyrocketing prices of in- 
gredients such as flour. 

Ifthe recipe calls for one kilo of sug- 
a he said, they would exactly put one 
kilo, and sofort. 

‘To adapt withthe price increase, 
Panaderia Pantoja either adjusts its 
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Capital to acquire equipment is a major 
concern, she adds. 

Itis not easy to produce puto, she stresses. 

Production normally starts at 2 a.m. and 
ends at 9 a.m, Lisa says. 

The couple must be awake during produc- 
tion to monitor the quality of the food. 

Lisa shares how rice cake in Bifian is made. 

After the rice is milled, it is covered by a 
cheese cloth and let out to dry for one whole day. 

‘The dough is then kneaded twice and left 
to stand for another day. 

Sugar is then mixed with the dough, and 
the mixture i placed in a big cooker called the 
"lansungan." 

After three minutes, milk, cheese and eggs 
are added, and then after five to seven min- 
utes, the puto Bifian is done. 


Increasing choices 

Lisa admits, however, that production has 
declined over the years and the number of 
workers has dropped to only 30. 

"We have to adjust the working schedule 
and the number of workers. We start the pro- 
duction by 11 pm. and add extra workers 
during this period,” she says. 

Production peaks from September to Jan- 
wary because of the holidays, although Lisa 
says the puto has to compete with other food 
choices, such as those sold in fast-food chains. 

Despite these, Lisa says she and her hus- 
band still manage to survive. 

“If the market would still permit, we want 
our children to manage Nilas Puto," Lisa 
says. 


existing bread prices or produce 


‘Anthony said their bakery tar- 
gets the B and C market mainly be- 
cause of their product price, while 
‘most Tanauan residents are from 


Depending on the bulk of sales and 
prices of ingrediens, the bakery usually 
gains a 10-percent average net income 


Peak months are June, October, 
‘November and December, which mark 
the opening of casses and the celebra- 


lean months, on the other hand, 
are March, April and May following 
the end of lasses and the start of fruit Balayan. 


Tis rare for a bakery to stay in busi- 
ness for 57 years, and Anthony at- 
tributes their family’s “love for the busi- 


He said he had devoted more than 
100 percent of his time to the bakery. 

“Even when I go to sleep, 1 would 
wake up in the middle of the night and. 
write down all my ideas on a serap of 
paper until dawn,” Anthony said. 

‘With these ideas, the young Pantoja 
was able to create new products like 
cheese rol, cake and cheese pandesal, 
as altemative to hot pandesal 

“We cannot sell pandesal for 100 


professonalizing. It has now estab- 
lished itself into a corporation. 

His father Arturo acts as Panaderia 
Pantoja’s president and chief executive 
officer: Anthony is the company’ vice 
president for operations, handling the 
human resource, accounting, produc- 
tion and frontline sales departments. 


Batangas’ best 

‘The booming business is now 
growing, opening another branch 
in Alabang, Muntinlupa City It also 
has franchises on Mother Ignacia 
and V Luna Streets in Quezon City, 


and an outlet in Market, Market, 

In the future, Pantoja wants to 
expand through franchising and 
explore possiblities of exporting 
products, particularly the jacobiria 
and paborita biscuits. 

For the pest five decades, the bay. 
has lived up to its slogan, "Probably 
Batangas’ Best,” in persuading cus- 
tomers to buy their products. 

"We say probably because we 
don’t want to claim we're the best in 
Batangas,” said Anthony "We say 
Batangas’ Best because most of oitt 
franchises are here in Batangas.” 
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years,” he said. “A customers taste 
is constantly changing, so what we 
do is we benchmark. We invent 
new products.” 

‘After he graduated in college with a 
Hotel and Restaurant Management 
degree, Anthony took a lecture course 
from Sylvia Reynoso Gala, where he 
derived the cheese rolls formula, 

He also leams new recipes from 
bool, food expos, mall shows and 
seminars 

Location remains a factor Pantoja 
main branch is located near the 
nauan Public Market, while other 
franchises are located in the city or 
town proper, just like those in Lipa and 


People coming from the cockpit also 
visit their branch in Tanauan. 

Anthony estimates that a small bak- 
ery today would need P500,000 to 
P700,000 capital to get the business 
going. Depending on their location, the 
bakery can expect a retum on invest- 
‘ment within 2% to 3 years. 

‘Close personnel management is also 
a key ingredient. For instance, Anthony 7 
daims that business owners like him m 


stay fulltime in the business, monitor- FF” SHAR eine poo p 
ing its day-to-day operations. A UIS TIE 
"es about having good location, ff, - RSEN 

good product and good people, he vum 
said. "Absence of any means failure." 


Since Anthony took over the busi- 
ness in 2000, the bakery has started 
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ream weavers 


nrescue dying craft 


Text and photos 
by Maria Congee S. Gomez 
Contributor 


SEVEN Maranao boys try to ZAADERA "DIDA" BASMALA, 45, 

‘weave in their spare time. juggles her time tending a 

le tad carinderia(small canteen) and 
weaving on the side. 

A widow for the past 10 years, 

Dida is raising her 

five children with 

ages ranging 

from 11 to 22 by 

herself Her 

dream is to see 

them com- 

plete their 

studies, so 

that, in her 

$ words, “they 

can have bet- 

ter jobs in 


has been a big 
help despite the 
competition. 
Like Dida, 
the majori- 


ty of the women in Barangay Ami- 
lo, Dayawan, Lanao del Sur, have 
no other means to augment the 
family income except tend a 
carinderia and, in their free time, 
engage in loom weaving. 

Dida says that one point, loom 
weaving was'in a precarious state. 
The craft that she and others like 
her learned from their mothers, 
who in tur learned it from their 
‘own, had been relegated to the 
back seat mainly because of poor 
returns. 

That young Maranao women 
are leaving home and desperately 
seeking a better lifestyle in urban 
centers does not help matters any, 
she says. 

Happily, things are looking up 
for the endangered centuries-old 
craft. The Dayawan Weavers Asso- 
ciation is showing the way. 


Indonesian traders 
Loom weaving in Lanao is a 
craft believed to have been intro- 
duced by Indonesian traders long 
before the coming of the 
‘Spaniards and the Americans. 
The local people's resistance to 


THERE are three types of raw materials used in loom: 


aving: abaca fibers, gapas or cotton and si 


‘Abaca fibers and cotton are available locally, while siiis imported from Singapore and China. 


foreign subjugation enabled them 
to preserve the craft, which pro- 
vided them a steady source of in- 
come. The woven products were 
used to buy grains, fish, other ba- 
sic necessities, even cattle. 

When mercerized cotton was 
introduced during the Americen 
period, weavers were forced to 
buy raw materials. 

The presence of third-party 
traders in the marketplace was not 
of help, as they dictated terms that 
‘weavers often found unfair. 

Also, the entry of modern cloth- 
ing materials at a fraction of the 
cost of locally woven products 
lowered the demand for the latter. 

Not only did the profitability of 
woven products decline, a number 
of artisans also showed waning in- 
terest. The influence of modem- 
ization was that strong. 

Meanwhile, Didas weaves, 
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MOTHERS pass on their weaving 
skills to their daughters. 


which she had hung on the walls 
of her home, were gathering dust. 
Each time she ran her fingers on 
them, she uttered special prayers 
to Allah for buyers—to no avail. 


Changing times 

Amilo is not the only barangay 
beset with the grim reality facing 
loom weaving. The decline is also 
prevalent in the municipalities of 
Balalabagan, Madalum and Tu- 
gaya. 

Times have changed, the 
weavers say. They anticipate a 
sudden gain, a windfall, from their 
craft, but actually they spend the 
money even before receiving it 

And to think that Dayawan was 
‘once popularly known in Lanao as 
the center of expert weavers. 

(The majority, or 92.59 percent 
of the residents have not gone to 
school. Only 5.56 percent finished 
secondary education, and a 
measly 1.85 percent went to col- 
lege) 

If this were the Spanish period, 
the woven products would have 
been deemed important merchan- 
dise—as gifts by members of the 
nobility to their guests. 

‘The Philippine Foundation for 
Resources Management (PFRM), 
a nongovernmental organization 
based in Marawi City, has a clear 
grasp of the situation. 

Its acting chair, Cosain Madale, 
derives inspiration from preserv- 
ing the Maranao cultural heritage 
for the young generation. 

“Loom weaving is at an alarm- 
ing stage. Parents have become so 
busy eking out a living that they 
have forgotten to train their 
daughters. We fear this might has- 
ten the obliteration of their her- 
itage, and therefore we must find 
ways to preserve it, or strike a bal- 
ance between what the modern 
and the traditional can best offer” 
says Madale. 


Early snags 

In the Maranao social organiza- 
tion, husbands and wives equally 
share decisions in running the 
household. But it is the women 
who imbue in the children the re- 
sponsibility needed for future fam- 
ily life, including passing on the 
craft to their daughters. 

Itwas not easy to discuss devel- 


opment plans with the women, 
Madale recalls. 

The husbands would not allow 
their wives to mingle with other 
men despite Madales being a 
Maranao (he lives in Marawi City, 
and is thus considered of another 
origin). 

Jt was not much different for a 
female development worker. 

Mariz Limpo, program officer of 
the Philippine-Australia Commu- 
nity Assistance Program (Pacap), 
recalls that .initially, not one 
among the 40 women who came 
to the PFRM center welcomed her. 
Her being a Christian made mat- 
ters worse, she says. 

Moreover, a community that 
had been pampered with funds 
doled by local government offi- 
cials without benefit of sustain- 
ing objectives appeared to have 
no patience to engage in serious 
discussion of, say, a project pro- 
posal. 

‘At the mention of policies, mar- 
keting strategies and counterpart 
sharing, the weavers quickly re- 
marked: “When will the funds 
come in?” 

But the NGOs recall that the 
succeeding meetings saw the 
‘women earnestly beginning to talk 
about the dire situation of loom 
weaving in Dayawan. 

Tn time, everyone proved inter- 
ested in working for the cause of 
the craft. 

In the six months within which 
the project proposal was made 
and approved, the women under- 
went intensive capacity-building 
seminars and workshops. 


Empowerment 

Buckling down to work was 
quite easy after all concerns were. 
laid out and addressed, says 
Madale. 

The husbands did not mind 
their wives’ late-night meetings, 
knowing this was a woman thing. 

(Still, as the days wore on, 
when the women devotedly ap- 
plied themselves to preparing the 
reports they were required to sub- 
mit, the menfolk began to ques- 
tion whether the late-night meet- 
ings would be of benefit to them. 
When orders—and the resulting 
cash—started coming in, the men 
wanted to know: "What about 
us") 

The PFRM reports that the 
women have organized them- 
selves into the Dayawan Weavers 
Association, with a set of officers 
and registration with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 

"They are mapping out plans for 
nearby trade fairs, and eyeing the 
marketing aspect of their prod- 
wes. 

Pacap executive director Lody 
Padilla is quite happy about the 
changes among the loom weavers 
of Dayawan. 

Padilla says it was Pacaps 
wholistic approach that developed 
the women's sense of discipline. 
"We have guided them to avoid 
unsuccessful moves, and taught 
them to be sustainable by looking 
at the whole thing on a long-term 
basis. These are what have 
strengthened their self-esteem and 
self-respect.” 
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A YOUNG giri puts pins on four comers of the square bastidor, preparing 
to start kapangantowiras (sequin embroidery). 
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BancNet has pioneered services and products that have become 
part and buzzwords in the everyday life of Filipinos today 


CAN YOU IMAGINE LIFE WITHOUT THE 
ubiquitous BancNet card in your wallet? The 
card that does almost everything, BancNet pi- 
oneered services and products that have be- 
come part and buzzwords in the everyday life 
of Filipinos today. 

‘The largest ATM consortium with 31 mem- 
ber banks has gone beyond the initial concept 
of ATM banking and embraced a range of 
electronic facilities spawned by new tech- 
nologies in e-commerce to provide a range of 
electronic banking services and facilities that 
benefit not only the private sector, but the 
government sector and the rural areas as 
well 

With convenience of clients in mind, Banc- 
Net introduced a whole range of banking ac- 
tivities such as balance inquiries, electronic 
fund transfers, bills payment that extended 
to insurance, loans, and tax and SSS collec- 
tions. BancNet ATM card serves as a debit 
card in POS terminals. BancNet also intro- 


duced Internet and mobile phone banking for 
access of e-banking facilities 24 hours a day. 

Currently, there are 2,406 BancNet ATMs 
all over the country. 

For cardholders’ convenience, the Banc- 
Net-Expressnet interconnection finally went 
into operation on June 20, 2006, thereby 
completing the link in all three ATM networks 
in the country. Any ATM cardholder can now 
transact at any ATM nationwide. 

BancNet introduced bills payment, allow- 
ing cardholders convenience in paying their 
bills from utilities to credit cards. 

BancNet's Point-of-Sale facility likewise al- 
lowed cardholders to buy with breeze from 
groceries, department stores, specialty 
shops, gas stations and now utilities such as 
PLDT and Smart billings using their ATM 
card. 

With a single swipe of their BancNet ATM: 
card, cardholders can pay their PLOT and 
Smart bills at POS terminals located at the 
cashier areas of PLDT business centers and 
Smart Wireless Centers. 

There are now 6,648 POS terminals in 
1,243 accredited merchants nationwide that 
accept BancNet ATM cards. 

Cardholders can move or transfer funds 
across different banks belonging to the con- 
sortium through the BancNet Interbank Fund 
‘Transfer Facility (IBFT). IBFT transactions in 
2006 reached P5 billion, a big part of it re- 
flecting transaetions for remittances, which 
member banks are now currently offering. 

BancNet has taken advantage of the elec- 
tronic data interchange (EDI) and introduced 
the electronic facilitation of SSS remittances 
of employees. The number of employers us- 
ing BancNet’s SSS e-payments now number 
1,308 and are actively marketed by 12 mem- 
ber banks. BancNet continues to be the 
largest among the three accredited SSS ser- 
vice providers in terms of number of enrolled 
employers and number of employee records 
processed. Over P4 billion in SSS contribu- 
tions was processed by BancNet in 2006. 

BancNet's Payment Gateway allows for tax 
payments to be electronically transferred to 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue. Online tax 
payments of BancNet’s corporate clients 
amounted to P3 billion in 2006. BancNet re- 
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mains as the only ATM network accredited by 
the BIR for its electronic filing and payment. 
system (EFPS). 

In Cebu province, subscribers of Veco, the 
second largest electric company in the coun- 


try, can now pay their electric bills at any 
BancNet ATM, BancNet mobile banking or by 
logging on to wwwcbancnetonline.com. No 
enrollment is required and likewise there are 
no transaction fees. 
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BANCNET chair Angelito Villanueva (center), vice chair Ricardo 
Chua (left) and president Francisco Caparros, Jr. 
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Things you need 


ONE PACKAGE. | 
ONE DEAL. 

OWN THE COMPLETE 
CASH HANDLING TOOLS 


PACKAGED WITH JUST 
ONE ACCOUNT 


Asia United Bank delivers to 
you AUB BizKit. 

Now, you can fully equip 
your business with the 
complete automated cash 
handling facilities 
which include: 


Payroll Organizer, 
CheckBanker, CheckMaker, 
SSS Remitter, 
BalanceChecker and 
e-Banker 


AUB BizKit was specially 
put together so you can own 
these essentials, not 
through several accounts, 
but by simply opening a 
single AUB Checking 
Account. 

Unwrap the efficiency and 
competency that comes with 
AUB BizKit! 


Asia United Bank 


‘www.aub.com.ph 


Your business deserves it! 


Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
Maximum Deposit Insurance up to P 250,000.00. 


~i. to know about your card 


Providing convenience to cardholders 24/7, BancNet continues to innovate and raise the standards 
of electronic banking. As the largest ATM consortium in the country today, BancNet makes it a 


Shop and Pay 
the Easy Way 
with 


EXPERTelier 


point to update and inform cardholders of the ATM benefits and fees. 


Q What can Ido with my BancNet Card? 

A Aside from usual ATM transactions like 
balance inquiry and cash withdrawals, Banc- 
Net ATM cardholders can also pay their bills, 
buy things and transfer funds through the 
ATMs, point of sale terminals, the Internet. 
(www:bancnetonline.com) or even their mo- 
bile phones. 


Q How much is the maximum cash with- 
drawal per transaction limit for ATMs? 

A All BancNet ATMs can dispense at least 
P10,000 per transaction. Some banks have 
higher limits. The maximum withdrawable 
amount per day varies from bank to bank. 


Q How secure are BancNet ATMs? 

‘A BancNet employs a 2-step security mea- 
sure. First is that the cardholder must have an 
‘ATM card to be able to access the account. 
Secondly, ATMs require cardholders to enter 
their PIN to do a transaction. PINs are en- 
crypted in the entire process and only the 
cardholder would know of the PIN. 2 

Inherently, BancNet ATMs are secure but 
the primary responsibility of safekeeping the 
ATM card and PIN is on the cardholder 


Qf one forgets, how can one request for 
another PIN? 

‘A You can proceed to your branch of ac- 
count to request for a new PIN. 


Q How much is the transaction charge or 
fee for using the ATM? 

‘A Cash withdrawals and balance inquiry 
made from your bank of account are free but 
transactions made in other bank ATMs are 
subject to transaction charges. Bills payment 
transactions are free in all BancNet ATMs. 

For fund transfers, fees are determined by 
the banks, Generally, transfers within the 
same bank using your own bank ATM are free. 


BANCNET directors 
proudly flash their 
ATM cards: seated 
(from left) William 
‘Whang (Security 
Bank) and Anthony 
Robles (Chinatrust 
Bank); standing 
(from left) Peter Yap 
(Allied Bank), Abigail 
del Rosario 
(Standard Chartered 
Bank) and Jorge Yu 
(Banco Filipino). 


Transfers involving other BancNet banks are 
subjectto a fee of P25. 


Q What is BancNet Online and what will 
itdo forme? 

A BancNet Online is an internet based ATM 
service that allows BancNet ATM cardholders 
to do ATM transactions such as balance in- 
quiry, bills payment and fund transfer. It also 
links to its member banks’ internet banking 
pages for other banking transactions. 


Q Are there any other features of Banc- 
Net online? 

A Yes, BancNet Online also offers other ser- 
vices such as an interactive ATM and POS lo- 
cator e-pass reloading, and SMS mobile 
banking registrations. 

In addition to this, companies can also pay 
their taxes and SSS contributions using the 
BancNet system 


QIs there a fee for BancNet Online Bank- 
ing? 

A All transactions on BancNet Online are 
provided for free except when transferring 
funds from your account to an account in an- 
other bank wherein there is a P25.00 fee per 
approved transfer. 


Q How does BancNet Online secure iny 
transactions? 

A BancNet uses several layers of security 
measures to protect and safeguard the ATM 
cardholder and his transaction. Unique 
among these are multiple data encryption, 
card number masking, non keystroke dynam- 
ic onscreen PIN pad and intrusion detection 
and monitoring software, The BancNet On- 
line website is further secured by its Verisign 
Digital Certificate. 


Will you let us be 


your bank forlife? 
An affordable ATM account that allows you fo transact 24/7, ; ete " 
through more than 6,000 ATMs nationwide. x A Š ‘ 
Swipe your EXPERTeller ATM card when you shop in any BancNet- 
accredited merchants. 


t 


You can also pay your bills anytime, anywhere. 
It's as good as paying in cash. 


CITYSTATE 
SAVINGS BANK 


Moscou Cre Depost ued op PS 1) 
USTED N THE PELPPNE STOCK EXCHANGE 


ny Cite Savings Bank branch or cal E83, 
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SEATED: Robert Tan 
(PBCom), director 
and Marilyn Suarez 
(Merchants Bank). 
‘Standing: Johnny 
Coreces, corporate 
secretary; George 
Castro (Philtrust) 
director; and Jose 
Maria Valdez 
(Export Bani, 
director. 


RAISING THE BAR 


BancNet introduces new 
developments in e-banking 


BANCNET CARDHOLDERS HAVE SOMETHING 
to look forward to in the near future when it 
comes to paying the necessary dues and amorti- 
zations to all government agencies. 

BancNet recently signed an agreement 
with the National Computer Center to make 
the Information Technology arm of the gov- 
ernment as a payment gateway that will con- 
solidate all available public services on the In- 
ternet, 


‘The consolidated electronic payment system 
via the Internet will allow cardholders to pay ev- 
erything-from Land Transportation car registra- 
tion fees to birth certificate fee of the National 
Statistics Office-further improving BancNet’s 
BIR, SSS and Philhealth collection systems. 

BancNet is not limiting itself to the Internet 
as it taps more into the multi-channel pay- 
ment gateway to provide more services and 
facilities on mobile phones. 

Currently, BancNet has signed an agree- 
‘ment with Point West Technologies to develop 
the next generation ofthis gateway. 

"This move will transform the No. 1 ATM 
consortium in the country to become a fully 
integrated electronic banking facility offering 
banking services via the Internet and mobile 
phones. 

In partnership with Scion, BancNet will 
soon offer the airtime electronic loading of 
prepaid mobile phones using the BancNet sys- 
tem. Through this service, airtime electronic 
loads are directly debited from the cardhold- 
ers ATM account and loaded instantly to 
one's mobile phone. 


Bills you can pay using 
your ATM card 


TELCOS Citibank MasterCard’ Visa 

Diners Club Security Bank 
MasterCard 

East West Bank 
credi cards 

Equitable Card Network 

HSBC credit cards 

Metrobank MasterCard/ 
Visa 

MMO Card 

One Cardin 

‘Standard Chartered 
MasterCard! Visa. 

Union Bark Visa. 


Bayantel 

Digte! 

Eastern Telecoms 

Globe Telecom 

Innove 

PLOT 

PT&TI Greendot 
SMART Communications 


VTILITIES/ TOLL FEES 


Manila Water 
Maynitad 
Meralco 
Subic Water 
VECO 
Easytip 
e-Pass 


INSURANCE/ PRE-NEED 


Fortune Care 

Fortune Life" 

Manila Bankers Lite" 
Manila Memorial Park 
New York Life™ 
Paramount Life 
Prudentialife Pan 
Sun Life of Cana 


CABLETV 


Destiny Cable 
Sky Cablel ZPOEE 
INTERNET CHARITABLE 
INSTITUTIONS 
Infocom* 
Edsamall" 
My Destiny SBC 
Nationin Pay" 


Bantay Bata 
Churchol Jesus. 

‘and Latter Day Saints* 
Knowledge Channel 
LOANPAYMENTS Pisoparasa Pasig 
Chinatrust Saary Stretch 
Citbank Savings 
Citystate Savings Bank 
Citifinancial 
FG Financial 
PSBank Loans” 
Standard Chartered 

EZLoan 


OTHERS 


‘CDC Mimosa Golf Ciub 

Directores Phi. 

Far East Broadcast 

La Sale Greenhils™ 

National Statstics Office 
(NSO) Heipine Pus. 

CREDIT CARDS GOVERNMENT 

Alied Bank Visa. 

‘AIG MasterCard Visa 

Banco Filipino Visa" 

Banco de Oro creditcards 

Bankard- RCBCI JCB Intl 


SSS (Scon) 


*BancNet ATM only 
“Bancnet Onine only 


BancNet will soon reach the rural areas 
with the recently forged agreement with ATM 
network Nationlink that will further expand 
BancNets services outside Metro Manila. This 
move will bring modern and mainstream 
banking to the countryside, thus driving the 
needed economic boost in the marginalized 
areas of the country. 

BancNet also included motorists into its 
map of electronic expansion in the country as 
motorists using the North Luzon Expressway 
will now be able to load their transponder 
units through the BancNet ATM, BancNet Mo- 
bile Banking or by logging on to www.bancne- 
tonline.com. 

Seventeen years ago, BancNet started out as 
a consortium of eight banks with the objective. 
of only servicing its clients with balance inquiry 
and fast cash withdrawal. Its growth and devel 
‘opment in many areas and aspects of the elec- 
tronic banking has been tremendous-its even 
successful in encompassing our lives. 
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THE LARGEST THIRD PARTY 
EFT-POS TERMINAL NETWORK 


PAYMENTS (CREDIT/DEBIT) « LOYALTY/DISCOUNT 
STORED VALUE/GIFT « PREPAID TOP-UP 
BILLS PAYMENT « REMITTANCE « GAMING 


TANGENT SOLUTIONS, INC. 
Tel. (632) 636-8844 E-mail: info@tangentsolutionsinc.com 
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Congratulations BancNet 


BY THE TIME 


YOU'VE READ THIS, 


NCR WILL HAVE 


PROCESSED OVER 


3,000 SECURE 


WCR is protecting! every point of comp: 
solutions thet prevent fraud and pr 
[fer your ew ATMs, but your in 


Visit www.ncrsecure.com for more information. 


led base as well 


Savings beyond numbers: 
and words. 


The story of. 
your good-life., 


on turning 17! 
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From page 83-2 

Q Can I use my BancNet ATM card to pay 
for my grocery purchases? What are the ad- 
vantages? 

A Yes, your BancNet ATM card is accepted 
in over 1,400 POS sites including major gro- 
ceries, supermarkets and department stores 
nationwide. This isa fast, safe and convenient 
way for paying purchases since there's no 
need to bring cash plus, there are no transac- 
tion fees. 


Q Why should I use my BancNet ATM 
card for payment of bills? 

A The main benefit of using BancNet is that 
you no longer need to wait in long lines when 
paying your bills. BancNet Bills payment is 
available in more than 2,400 BancNet ATMs 
nationwide and across other channels like 


t your card 


BancNet Online, BancNet mobile banking, 
and in select POS terminals 24 hours a day in- 
cluding Sundays and holidays. 


Q Do I need to enroll my ATM account to 
start paying through BancNet? Do I need to 
enroll the bills that I need to pay? 

‘A Another good thing about BancNet bills pay- 
ment is that no enrollment is required. So there's 
o need for you to go to your bank to register. 


‘QWill get a receipt for my payment? 

A The ATM issues a transaction slip for ev- 
ery payment, indicating a reference number. 
When you pay through BancNet Online, the 
system generates a reference number at the 
end of the transaction which you can print to 
serve as your receipt. 


SEATED: BancNet 
chair Angelito 
Villanueva 
(Metrobank), vice 
chair Ricardo Chua 


(Citibank), president 
Francisco Caparros, 
Jr. (Asia United 
Bank) and director 
Ismael Sandig 
(RCBC). 


WORLD PARTNERS B 


SAVINGS 


YOUR PARTNER IN PROGRESS 


NOW WITH MORE PARTNERS IN MORE PLACES! 


Head Offce 


72 Mabini St., Poblacion, San Pedro, Laguna 


Tel.: (02) 868-4459 + (02) 868-7474 


Branches 


+ Tanauan, Batangas + 


Meycauayan, Bulacan 


+ San Pablo, Laguna * Sta. Maria, Bulacan 


Member Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation’ 


? i 
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| Congratutation:  Zarchlet [7th Anniversary July 17, 2007 
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Bath and the Cotswolds show that 

A architecture, landscape and lifestyle 
can elegantly blend into a perfectly 
harmonious ensemble 


Experience. 
"Falling Away" 
BE and other songs from! 
Í his | Am M.E. album | 
$ under MCA Music. | 


THE medieval vilage of Lacock is now a tourist destination BEHIND a rer CUR a atas room nt tha back ofa Lacock MIGUEL ESCUETA j 
administered by the National Trust. house isa Cotswolds treat. i 


PRIDE OF PLACE 
Augusto Villalon 


Discreet English 1.7... 
Ton o 


NE OF THE MOST 
elegant cities I have ever 
seen anywhere, the World 

Heritage City of Bath is England's 
finest Georgian city and rightly so. 
It is magnificently situated along 
the beautiful river Avon in the 
rolling hills of England's West 
Country. 

Its stunning architecture, stylish and discreet, 
combines Roman baths dating from 400 AD, re- 
stored to their original splendor, together with 
graceful, colonnaded city blocks of sweeping 
Georgian terraces, evoking splendor, refine. 
ment and gentility, qualities long gone from 
modern society where restraint is no longer val- 
ued. 

In the early 18th century, under the direction 
of the socialite Beau Nash, Bath became Eng- 
land’s premier spa nse 
town, where rich, cel- 
ebrated members of 
fashionable society § 
gathered to “take the. | 
waters” and be enter- 
tained in its theaters 
and concert rooms. 

Renowned Bath ar- 
chitect, John Wood, 
laid out a new Geor- 
gian city totally built 
of local honey-colored 
stone, enveloping 
Bath with elegant, re- 
fined architectural 
unity 

The 18th-century 
legacy of Wood is 
what defines Bath to- 
day Both architect 
and speculator Wood |: 
strictly adhered to the 
Palladian tenet that 
architecture should 
reflect order and disci- 
pline, never the home- 
ly or the showy, a be- 
fief that set the distinc- 
tive character of Bath. 

The Circus is proba- 
bly Wood’s most suc- 
cessful achievement 
as architect and prop- 
erty developer. It is an. 
inward-looking circle 
of terraced homes, its 
pilastered and 
columned facade with 
large glass windows 
as correct and elegant 
as Palladio would 

have wished. 

It is a masterful, 
beautiful showpiece 
executed in Woods 
typical stylish re- 
straint. An under- 
ground water cistern 
in the middle of the " 
circle was later re- made even healthier with reduced calories, 5O96 less 


placed with landse 
fat and 50% less salt! So, stay fit, feel light and 


ing, a picturesque 
dition. 
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PRIVATE COACHING & CORPORATE TRAINING AVAILABLE 
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The potency of Men’s Care. 
Anti-acne Bund Whitening. 


Annapolis St 5 nt ea 

Greenils, San Juan City Tels. 723-4118 - 726-8768 i n 
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Www.wctacademe.com. t cud 


It's the same, delicious Hot & Spicy Century Tuna 


DISCREET: CA 
^ 4 è . n , 
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LIFESTYLE 


seum present “Japanese Con- 
1217 temporary Pottery: The Rising 
is Generation trom Tradi- 
Éf sional Japanese ins" 
July 17-A0g. Sat G/F 
Gallery, Ayala Museum, 
Makati Avenue cor. De 
Ja Rosa Street, 
Makati ity. The 
exhibit illustrates 
how the artists un- 
derstand the functions of a vessel in an 
attempt to capture the nature of 
Japanese pottery today. The artists are 
among the most active in Japan. Cal 
8116155-58. 
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Tuazon at Blanc 
Kelye Miranda-Tuazon presents "Breaking the Si- 
lence” until Aug. 4 at 
Blanc Art Space, 2E Tow- 
er, 107 HV dela Costa St., 
Salcedo Village, Makati 
City. Tuazon describes her 
works as “either familiar 
or unique underwater im- 
ages of people and ob- 
jects that float, weave 
through or swim around.” 
hey deal with personal 
space, time, memory, 
thoughts and experiences. 


Call 7520032 or e-mail info@blane. ph 


Special kids at the Met 

The Metropolitan Museum of Manila and the 
Philippine Association for Citizens with Develop- 
mental and Learning Disabilities Ino. present 
“Kayang-kaya kong Magpinta until July 31 at 
the White Cube Gallery of the Met Museum. The 
exhibit features works of children with develop- 
Mental and learning disabilities. Call 5211517, 


‘Musubitsuki’ at Met 

In celebration of the 51st Philippines-Japan Rela- 
tions Anniversary, the Metropolitan Museum of 
Manila and the Embassy of Japan present 
"Musubitsuki: Japanese Images and Thematics in 
Philippine Art" July 20-Oct. 5. The exhibit will 
showcase Filipino artworks with influences from 
Japanese art, culture and sensibility. It will high- 
light the works of artists Arturo Luz, Manuel 
Baldemor, José Joya, BenCab, Lao Lianben, the 
Pettyjohns, Gus Albor, Egay Fernandez, and Noell 
Faroll as well as collections from the Met Muse- 
um, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines. Call 5211517. 


Free photo seminar in Cebu 
Photographer Bien Bautista will conduct a free 
victo seminar at the Entertainment Center of SM. 
Conu on July 27. 2-5 pm. Atop advertising and 
travel photographer whose work requenty ap- 
boars in Mabuhay magazine, Bautista will share 
his knowledge especially with those who may 

nt to join Philippine Airings" photo contest, 

icis open to professionals, amateurs and 
Children (up to 14 years old). Deadline tor the 
Contests Sapt, 29. Check win palphotocon- 
testeom, 


VISUAL ARTS 


Reyes at West Gallery 5 
Cid Reyes presents is 4th solo exhibit “Percep 
tion/Reality" July 19-31 at West Gallery, 4/F, 
Building A., SM Megamall, Mandaluyong. The ti- 
tleof the exhibit is an allusion to both the classic 
Rolling Stones ad campalgn and the timeless 
Confit between abstract and representation. Call 
6341284. 


VASE with linear 
motif and spattering, 
by Shimizu Ichiji 


“PULLING Me Down,” 
by Keiye Miranda-Tuazon 


"FACE of Memory,” 


Japanese potet 
by Cid Reyes. fap por 


The Japan Foundation Manila and the Ayala Mu- 


Cacnio 

at Hiraya 
Ferdinand R. Cacnio 
yis." unt uy 27 
Araya Galen, 
Unites tons Av- 
"nie. rita Manila 
Theon features a 
aries of welded m- 
esofishtamsor « " 
proie cium 

with huts, fishnets, add 
Jancas an the lonely figures ofthe sherman: 
Cal 233381 


Captivating, 
timeless, 


Sky 


s 


Group exhibit 
at Chateau 
Unang Letra artists 
Antonio Daleon, 
Adler Liagas, An- 
aelito Florendo pro- 
Sent their recent 


"A CLUSTER of Bamboo,” Works in “nang Le- 
tra," ongoing at 


bypass Chateau Verde Con- 
do, Atis and Kaimito Streets, Valle Verde 1; Pasig 
City. Llagas shows his landscapes, Florendo his 
peculiar towers, and Daleon his flora and butter- 
flies. Call 6712069 or 0917-8915249. 


Cabigting at Finale 
On view unti July 26 at Finale Art Fle (4/F, LaO 
Center Pasay Road cor. Makati Ave., Makati City), 
is Annie Cabigting's 

something to do 
win Art which 
replicates smashed, 
Sssored, split art 
works and restores 
them into contem- 
porary attention, 
healing thle rift 
and fragments 
through subtle, the- — : 
matically charged PENCIL SER 
insight into how or- BY Annie, Cabigting 
dinary things approach the meaningfulness of 
fr Acting as an arbiter between John Baldessari 
and Maurice Doherty, wo conflicting artists with 
diametrically opposed artworks, Cabigting juxta- 
poses their images in perfect symmetry, issol- 
ing thelr points of tension. What have Deen per- 
ceived as a counterattack of each other now oc- 
upy the same neutral space, mirroring their es- 
Sental sameness. Not one to make arand pro- 
noungements and belabored gestures, Cabigting 
quist setles inte guf that seems to divide art= 
works from its audience and artworks from each 
other, charging i with the everrenewing power of 
imagination. In the process, she disrupts the skin 
the usua ana tits the frame with which we 
view ari. offering us an unhinged world constant 
ly burnished by compelling wit and deceptively 
Ordinary wisdom. Call 192310 or visit wn. 
naleartle com. 


WANDERS is a one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza that top bills 
‘our best homegrown talents in the entertainment scene. 
It showcases world-class Filipino performers who are out 
to captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and 
vibrant dance numbers. A fusion of cultures, the-show also highlights 
gravity-defying aerial acrobatics and stunning displays of skills 


by flamboyant performers from China and Russia. 


Every. Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at PAGCOR Grand Theater 
Airport Casino 
Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 


Ticket prices: P3000 e P2500 + P2000 » P1500 + P1200 Cabrera Crude 
Benjie Torrado Cabrera showcases his latest en- 
‘ravings in "Lines Beneath the Images, Three Di 
mensional Engravings,” until July 29 at Crucible 
Gallery, 4/L. SM Megarall, Mandaluyong City 
The exhibit ries to rationalize and establish the 
characteristics of line, one of the elements of de- 
Sion. Tne engraved ines have the ability to pass 
through any surface, both in two- and theee-c- 
mensional works in spaco, to express its com- 
plexity and similarity. all 6356061 


Calling ali Lorenzo collectors 

The Philippine-Italian Association is publishing a 
book on the life and works of professor Diosda- 
do Lorenzo (May 25, 1906-Aug. 12, 1984) and is 
inthe process of compiling a complete list of 
paintings and their respective owners. Contact 
the PIA Secretariat at 8151310 or 8927253 or e- 
mall filital@\-manila.com.ph or filital2@ya- 
hoo.com. 


Gosia lia 


Produced by: 
CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL 


For inquiries contact telphone numbers (632)852-775 


“The 2007 Malaysia Mega Sales Carnival 
(MMSC) is back with a BANG! And the sales 
this year promises o be biger, better and cerain- 
ly mich longer than ever before. Why? Because 
Malaysia celebrates ber 50th year of indepen- 
dence, the date ofthis incidentally falis during the 
tamival period, So naturally, were looking at a 
grand shopping fies 

Unlike te usual six weeks, this time around 
the MMSC lasts a fantestich! weeks or 19-days 
to be exact, Kicking off on June 16th 2007, the 


porty will cary on nationwide tll September 
End 2007. The earnival wil be launched at the 
Bukit Biniang shopping precinct at Spm, where 
the honorable minisier of tourism, YB Datuk Seri 
Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor will officiate the 

Organized by the Ministry of Tourism, 
Tourism Malaysia Secretariat, the camival ap- 
pears to have secured itself as much-anticipated 
EEnnual event by both locals and tourists; the MM- 
SC will see its Seventh year this June. 


MEGA SALE CARNIVAL 2007 


An endtess line of products ranging from fash- 
ion. haute couture, accessories, jewelleries and 
cosmetics to sophisticated electrical and hi-tech 
equipment, handicrafts and unique curis will be 
up for grabs at preat prices, These bargains, pro- 
motions, fan activities and contests are set In 
Sweep hough the nation, serving locals and 
tourists with a tantalizing shopping spread tha 
satisfy even the most seasoned af shoppers 
‘Numerous fin activities are im the line up 
among which is a Treasure Hunt prior o the 


lameh. Open to he media on the first wo days, 
the hunt will see participants combing through 
Johor Bahru, Malacca and Kuala Lepur. On the 
final day. the Shop-A-Hunt opens to public par- 
‘ieipaion at Bukit Bintang in Kuala Lumpur, 

On the big day itself on June 16yh 2007, the. 
kicks of with various shows and street ats hours 
before the launch ceremony. Changing the shap- 
ping fever are Hourly Lucky Draws at the Bukit 
Bintang mali, wbich wili ive away 100 prizes 
that include shopping vouchers and olher preat 
goodies. 

For those who might be missing the fun and 
perks during the launch, fear not, Throughout the 
Eamival period, shoppers can indulge in Master- 
Care's Retail Recharge Programme. Each swipe 


fof the MasterCard at selected malls will qualify 
Sardar fora special lucky, daw offering 
"cote holiday packages, including the Gran 
Brize of a Pangkor Laut Resort stay! MasterCard 
Worldwide is he oficial card ofthe MMSC since. 
the programme was frst introduced. 

And shopaholics who are also night owls ean 
look forward to the ‘Weekend Midnight Sales 
Madness" which will take place from 10pm to 
Taam om six Saturdays, at Selected malls in the 
cities of Kuala Lumpur, Miri, Johor Bahru and 
Penang. 

s certainly an occasion that calls for the most 
comfortable poir of shoes and high levels of energy. 
Gear up for our grind shopping camival and have 


Sowsclla marvelous lime shopping withus! oye 
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of untold stories 


CARLYN Manning and Lawrence Daley 


By Johnathan Libarios Rondina 
Contributor 


just tangible artifacts. They are, more 

significantly, pieces of history, remem- 
brances of things, places and people past, 
each blessed by time with a million and one 
untold stories. 

To the uninitiated eye, the long red skirt 
seems rather nondescript. That is, until one 
realizes its provenance and suddenly the 
true beauty of this old piece of clothing, kilt- 
ed with china-blue rose petals, reveals it- 
self. 

‘The skirt is actually part of a Mandarin 
wedding dress brought from Shanghai in 
the early 1900s by a Manila-bound Ameri 
can passenger onboard the ship M/V 
Thomas. The passenger would later be 


t HESE ANTIQUES ARE MORE THAN 


known as a Thomasite, one of the first 
‘American teachers in the Philippinés. 

The skirt would pass hands over the last 
century and later become part of the Pacific 
Asian Museum collection in Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia. 

“Its junk,” quips 
Lawrence Daley, a busi- 
nessman and purveyor 
of antiques and other 
objets d'art. 

Ifitis, then Daley 
is a master scav- 
enger with the 
keenest eye for 
diamonds in 
the rough. His MANDARIN wedding skirt 
travels around 
the world over the last 50 years have gifted 
him with many wondrous finds from eras 
goneby. 

An American who calls the Philippines 
home, Daley manages Bali Antiques and de- 
lights in sharing his discoveries with others. 

Antiques, by definition, are objects that 
are at least a hundred years old, reposito- 
ries of fact and the fictions they spawn. 
These old pieces grow in value as they pass 
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Bonding | 
Moments 


The best part of being a moth- 
er is sharing wonderful bonding 
moments with her child. Studies 


7 
Love ako ni mommy; 
kaya she gives me 7 


show that this bonding starts as 
early as conception, when a 


i 
4 


mother’s every action creates a 
connection to her child. But the 
fun and enjoyment is felt even 
more when the child is born and 
they finally have personal inter- 
action. 

This is what Tintin Bersola- 
Babao experiences now with her 
daughter Antonia. Anya, as she 
is fondly called by everyone, is a 
pure delight to her parents. She 
has grown into a talkative, in- 
quisitive and witty child, curious 
about almost anything that she 
can do. For now, Anya's skills are 
inclined towards her daddy's ap- 
preciation for the arts. She loves 
to paint, read and listen to music 
and mommy Tintin is ever en- 
couraging. Not only does Anya 
love art, she also loves animals 
and nature in general. 

Tintin and Anya enjoy every 
moment they spend together as 
they discover their similarities 
while learning new things about 
each other. Indeed, bonding 
time is top priority for mommy 
and baby. 

At day time, Tintin joins Anya 
in the activities she loves to do. 
In the same way, Anya tags along 
with her mom whenever she 
tours various schools and muse- 
ums for her book-reading advo- 
cacy - an activity dear to her as 
Tintin instilled in Anya's mind 
the love for reading at an early 
age. At night, Tintin would read 
different stories before Anya 
goes to sleep. Her favorite re- 
quest is Jack and the Beanstalk 
where she loves the part of the 
hen laying the golden eggs. But 
before Anya drifts off to dream- 
land, Tintin makes sure they re- 
cite a prayer together. 

With all these activities, Tintin 
relishes the inner joy and com- 
plete happiness of being a moth- 
er; thus, she does not let any- 
thing get in the way of her bond- 
ing with Anya. She makes sure 
she gives her baby the complete 
diaper comfort and protection 
from day to night with EQ Dry. It 
has 100% breathable cover to 
keep Anya fresh and a cloth-like 
cover so she stays comfortable in 
her daily activities. It also has su- 
per absorbent core that ensures 
overnight protection for a sound 
sleep. With all these features, EQ 
Dry keeps Anya stress-free and 
always happy so she and mom- 
my can enjoy bonding moments 
all the time, 


EQ Dry! 


Inday Cadapan’s 


Pinay 


By Gary C. Devilles 
Contributor 


I N “THE FILIPINA ACCORD- 


an 
an 
ing to Inday,” an art exhibi- Fili 
tion in memory of Elsie "In- 
day” Cadapan in 1/of Gallery at 
Serendra, Bonicafio Global City, 
‘Taguig, two of the late artist's 
highly acclaimed works, the oil- 
on-anvas “OFW (Bagong 
Bayani)" and the molave sculp- 
ture “Woman,” are on display. 
Art critic Alice Guillermo, in 


he 


der 


her 


scribes Cadapan as among the 
won their place in the sun" with 
landscapes of houses and gar- 
tures. 


style. Having no formal training, 
she did what came “naturally” to 


article in Fine Arts Design 
d Architecture Magazine, de- 


lipino women artists who had 
r whimsical portraits, striking 
ns, fascinating wood sculp- 


In an interview, Cadapan said 
works were mainly naive in 


her, underscoring bold and 
spontaneous lines which even- 
tually became her trademark. 

For Cadapan, the line repre- 
sents a person's life. She herself 
mastered her own line, her own 
style of expression. 

Although one could see the 
influence of Matisse and Picasso 
in her "OFW" piece, the artist's 
"playful" style renders her work 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


"THE HEART of Inday's art” 


inher heart. 


as opposed to what 


Discreet English splendor ...... 


ter Wood's death by his son, John the 
Younger. The open space inscribed by the 
semi-circle was not landscaped at all and 
allowed to flow into the beautiful English 
countryside, creating, for the first time, a 
rustic view for each resident of the Cres- 
cent. Ir personifies a true communion be- 
tween architecture and nature. 


Old but young 

Not fossilized, Bath is a young resort 
city filled with visitors on holiday and stu- 
dents from its university who crowd the 
city center, the Victoria Art Gallery, the 
University-run Hobume Museum, the 
Museum of East Asian Art and Costume, 
and the other more intimate galleries and 
shops. 

"To escape the vigorous energy of Bath, 
the beautiful countryside surrounding it 
offers peace and quiet. To the north are 
the famed Cotswolds, where my col- 
league, Robert Sutcliffe, senior conserva- 
tion officer and listed-buildings architect 
with the Bath and North East Somerset 
Council, took me for a drive on a great 
summer day. 

‘The 1,038 sq km Cotswolds was desig 
nated as an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) in 1966, a category en: 
joying the same landscape quality and 
‘conservation status as National Parks. 

Popular with the English and visitors 
from abroad, the “typically English” 
Cotswolds are known for gentle hillsides 


M 


d 


‘TEA room interior in typically English style 
at the historic town of Lacock in the 
Cotswolds 


Kiko Escora redux smn: 


C'wolds") divided by hedgerows into a 
patchwork of grazing fields backdropped 
by meandering woods and forests which 
shelter isolated, postcard-perfect, sleepy 
villages. 

Hedgerows, intrinsic to the districts 
landscape and a major conservation fea- 
ture, still enclose local sheep and cattle. 

Cotswold sheep were prized through- 
‘out Europe from the 13th to the 15th cen- 
turies for their heavy fleece and high- 
quality wool. Wealth generated from 
wool was channeled into building fine 
houses and small, superb churches 
called “wool churches,” that now high- 
light the historic rural landscape. 

în the Cotswolds are many villages 
hidden away from the beaten track, each 
of them a country treasure. Lacock, a vil- 
lage in Wilshire dating to the 13th centu- 
ry with an astounding collection of slate- 
roofed stone cottages and lime-washed, 
half-timbered houses around a 13¢h-cen- 
tury abbey is one of those hidden gems. 

The fact that National Trust owns al 
most the entire Lacock assures its authen- 
ticity and unspoiled appearance. The 
small, sleepy village busy with tourism 
was, atone time, a major stop on the Lon- 
don-to-Bristol road until a new route 
through the neighboring town of Chip- 
penham took traffic away. 

Lacock boasted of a weekly market 
then. It had shops, pubs, a local brewery, 
and a full complement of trades, carpen- 


ing and the modernists project 
of enlightenment. 

Hence, Cadapan's artworks 
can also be seen as an advocacy, 
particularly in the way she de- 
picted the body of a woman in 
her sculptures as the most pal- 
pable and visible register of our 
experience of contradiction, al- 
beit, our oppression as well in so 
far as being silenced, rendered 
incapable of articulating our 
‘own ideas. 

For Cadapan, the body, specif- 
ically a woman's body, bears 
both the indelible mark of capi- 


with an effect of lightness and 
atmosphere of ease and free- 
dom which must have resonated 


Perhaps Cadapan was teach- 
ing us to view reality in terms of 
affects and in the guttural level, 


Derrida 


would call “phallogocentrism,” 
a European, male-oriented view 
of the world in terms of reason- 


MODERN building avoids 
architectural attention-grabbing and 
skillfully inserts itself into the existing 
Georgian fabric of Bath. 


ters and wheelwrights, to service neigh- 
boring farmers. 

Lacock grew around Lacock Abbey, 
founded in 1232 by Ela, Countess of Sal- 
isbury After the dissolution of the 
monasteries by King Henry VIII, the 
abbey and grounds were purchased as a 
country house, remaining in private 
hands until 1944, when descendants of 
the Talbot family, its last occupants, do- 
mated their entire property consisting 
the abbey, farmland and village to the 
National Trust, which granted public ac 
cessto the site. 

Much of the original abbey structure. 
and its additions in later periods survive 
intact to this day, making it a favorite lo 
cation for period films. Its latest feature is 
in the "Harry Porter" series. 


Museum town 
Lacock today is a museum town of 
sorts, a quiet mix of weekend homes and 
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talist repression and our resis- 
tance to it. This is also the rea- 
son she's keen on themes like 
the plight of OFWs, in so far as 
their bodies become conduits of 
global capital flows, enabling 
social mobility while reconfigur- 
ing their bodies as production 
machines. 

Rebecca Afionuevo captures 
the essence ofthis OFW problem 
in her poem “Stopover” where 
the persona feels her homecom- 
ing is just a “stopover,” a brief 
period of rest in her ceaseless 
production of commodities. 
Through sculptures and paint- 
ings, Cadapan articulated such 
problems without being dog- 
matic, showing hope in the most 
inhumane and cruel situation, 
and offering consolation when 
none was left. 

Writer Victor Sevilla says that 
for Cadapan the highest purpose 
ofart is to commit to canvas the 
travails of the Filipina. And now 
more than ever, through Cada- 
pan's works, we shall never be 
deaf to the Filipina's pleas or in- 
different to her vision. 


The exhibit is being held in co- 
operation with the estate of Inday 
Cadapan. A limited-edition series 
of high-resolution digital repro- 
ductions on canvas of "OFW 
(Bagong Bayani)” is available in 
1/of Gallery. Call 9013152. 


tourist facilities, a picturesque tourist 
destination. A stroll through the village il- 
lustrates the growth and evolution of the 
town seen through architectural styles re- 
flective of histotical stages from the Tu- 
dor through the Georgian periods. 

Outstanding Lacock structures, mostly 
built of local stone and slate, show stylis- 
tic evolution over the centuries. Some 
structures, now converted into resi- 
dences, still show traces of having been 
shops. 

Others were updated with new fa- 
cades, added on to medieval structures at 
the height of the Georgian era, exhibiting 
the evolution of architectural, political 
and social history over the centuries 

Along the village high street, a 15th- 
century wool merchants house, a black- 
and-white timbered marvel, stands out 
among Lacock houses. Now the Sign of 
the Angel restaurant, it probably is the 
earliest surviving structure in the village, 
‘maintaining original exposed beams, low 
ceilings, and walls out of alignment. 

‘An outstanding, rare example of a bent 
beam, an oak tree split wishbone-style, 
acts as a set of posts that for centuries 
continue to support and anchor the roof 
frame of Cruck House to the ground. 

"The exceptional lesson learned from 
Bath and the Cotswolds is that architec- 
ture, landscape and lifestyle can elegant- 
ly blend into a perfectly harmonious en- 
semble of understated splendor, a unity 
so difficult to find in modem cities and 
rural landscapes these days. 


Email feedback 
pride place@gmail.com 


to 


ing both heroin chic and guerrilla fash- 
ion. 

‘Admittedly, though, they're more 
solid-looking now than those wraith- 
like figures of his previous shows. 
This is simply attained by the solid 
rendering of light and shade. While 
in the past his black looked more like 
charcoal-gray, now his black looks 
blacker. 

‘And the artist displays a surer 
touch, having achieved the proper 
perspective, the right shading, the 
appropriate proportion, and the hu- 
than figure looks more, should we 
say, anatomically correct. In other 
words, his portraiture is more lifelike 
now than those lithe distorted fig- 
ures of the past. 

However, the common gallery-go- 
er would have no idea who they are. 


These portraits would be known only 
to the subjects themselves and their 
relatives. 

Because here theyre invariably 
covering their faces with their hands, 
hair, shades, tubao or bandanas, or 
simply looking away, or lost in shad- 
‘ows, often in self-conscious poses, 
not really shy but as though taunting 
the artist who's been trying to cap- 
ture their souls. 

Thus, by half-concealing their vis- 
ages, the artist has rendered these 
people almost anonymous, their 
identities only hinted at. That in it- 
self would be a social statement. 

As we can see, Escora's out-and-out 
socializing has not been fruitless, after 
all He has returned, like Toulouse- 
Lautrec from Moulin Rouge, with solid 
materials from that illusory world. 


Singapore scenes by Rubio and Tresreyes 


INSPIRED BY THEIR RECENT 
trip to Singapore, Dominic Rubio 
and Edwin Tresreyes have in- 
fused the island's charm into their 
canvases. Their series will be in- 
augurated on July 20 in Galerie 
Joaquin-Singapore. 

The show "Urban Dwellings” 
is a visual treat from two artists 
enamored by the energy and his- 
tory of this tiny country. Also in- 
cluded in the exhibit are works 
by National Artist Arturo Luz 
and upcoming artist Jovan Beni- 
to. 

Rubio's signature colonial fig- 
ures tower over the townscape 
and go about their own business: 
women strolling in the streets 
with faces of contentment; men 
walking while in the middle of a 
discussion; a man balancing 
goods, perhaps treats for sale. 


t 


Rubio paints a town, captured 
in a moment when the inhabi- 
tants seem to grasp the casual el- 
egance of enjoying and savoring 
life. Rubio's rich and saturated 
hues bring a glow to the Malay 
skin, lifting the figures to the 


— re e me par 


by Dominic Rul 


ochre sky. 
Tresreyes canvases are popu- 
lated with blocks of vibrant col 


terns. Buildings 


ors. Bright reds and cool blues 
dance to their own rhythmic pat- 

and houses 
seem to contain chattering and 


River,” by Edwin 
Tresreyes 
bio 


excited folks in happy reunion 

- withfriends and family. 

l- Galerie Joaquin-Singapore is 
in The Regent Singapore, I Cus- 

caden Rd., Unit 01-03, Singa- 

pore 249715. Call +65- 

67253113. 
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through the cycle of discard, re- 
trieval and revival. In the same 
process, the narratives that 
come with these objects are hid- 
den, discovered and retold in 
many different ways. 

“if these antiques could talk,” 
Daley says, “we'd be in trouble.” 

The Thomasite Mandarin 
wedding skirt is now part of a 
selection from the collection of 
Daley's long-time friend, Carlyn 
T. Manning, which will be pre- 
sented in a limited engagement 
in Gallery Nine at Megamall Ju- 
1y 17-29. 

Manning, a pillar of Philip- 
pine-American high society 
since the 1950s and whose fami- 
ly founded Forbes Park, had an 
insatiable fascination for exotic 
curiosities and destinations. 
She has traveled to such places 
as Lhasa, Tibet, Bariloche, 
Ladakh, Samerkand and Uzbek- 
istan. In all these journeys, she 
has amassed a cornucopia of old 
treasures, now made available 
for viewing to the public for the 
first time. 

Other pieces from Manning's 
collection Daley will present in- 
clude an emerald necklace from 
Katmandu previously featured 
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in Vogue magazine; an 18th- 
century Venezuelan lava rock 
statue of St. Francis of Assisi; a 
600-year-old Ming goddess stat- 
ue; and a cloisonné fruit bow! 
from the late 1800s previously 
owned by Elsie Gaches. 

A rare painting, c.1895, by 
the artist W. Sucker will also be 
on view. The piece, "Caught in 
the Act,” shows a monkey scav- 
enging for food against a back- 
drop of kitchen porcelain. The 
guilty pleasure this painting 
evokes may apply as well to the 
practice of collecting antiques, 
often viewed as the preserve of 
the rich and famous. 

But, as Daley suggests with 
his insistence on antiques as 
junk, these objects need not be 
expensive. Sometimes all one 
needs is an appreciation for the 
beauty that lies beneath old sur- 
faces, and sensitivity to the mur- 
murings of untold stories that 
come with the patina of age. 


“A Selection from the Collec 
tion of Carlyn Manning as Pre. 
sented by Lawrence Daley” will 
run July 17-29 in Gallery Nine 
1/4, Bldg. A, Megamall Call 
6877302. 
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STO. Domingo de Guzman in wood and gold- 


pee pi " embroidered vestment, Adelaida Castro 

rà FS " collection; below, painted in an old roof tile 
froma monastery—acquired by Fr. Edmund 
Nantes, OP in Italy 
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OURLADY ofthe Rosary with St, SOLID ivory statue of Sta. 
Dominicand St. Catherine, Tom Catalina de Sena, Jeromede STO. DOMINGO de Guzman, 
Joven collection Jesus collection Jerome de Jesus collection 


Santo Domingo de Guzman pe 
in prints, paintings and sculptures Ue 


collection, 


AN EXHIBIT OF PRINTS, PAINTINGS AND peneman dm i " erm UTRUM 
sculptures in wood and ivory will be held July B 
22-Aug. 15 at the Museo of Sto. Domingo 
Church and Convent in Quezon City 

"The show "Santo Domingo de Guzman" is a 
prelude to the grand rosary exhibit to be held in 
‘September and October to honor the Virgen de 
Ja Naval on the centennial of her canonical 
coronation. Rei Nicolas, museum curator de- 
signed the exhibit, 

‘St. Dominic was born in 1170 in Caleruega, 
Spain. He founded the Order of Preachers, pop- 
ularly known as the Dominicans, He was in: 
volved in combatting heresies and propagated 
the devotion to Our Lady's Rosary. Legend has it 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. Do- 
minic and gave him the rosary. He died in 
Bologna, Italy in 1221 and was canonized in 
1234, 

Included in the exhibitis an unusual portray- 
al of St. Dominic which was inspired by the 
‘work of Miguel Iribertegui, OR of Salamanca, 
Spain. It shows the saint being moved with 
compassion for a victim when Spain was deso- 
lated by a severe famine in 1191. 

St. Dominic gave away his money and sold 
his clothes, his furniture and even his precious 
manuscripts, that he might alleviate distress 
even in a small way. When his companions ex- 
pressed astonishment that he should sell his 
books, Dominic replied: "Would you have me 
study off these dead skins, when men are dying 
of hunger?" 

‘The sculpture in wood was commissioned for 
the exhibit by the family of Adelaida M. Castro. 

‘The exhibit will be inaugurated on July 22, 
the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, patroness of 
the Order of Preachers. Fr. Herminio Dagohoy, 
OR rector of Angelicum College and chair of the 
centennial celebration, will be the officiating 
priest. He will be assisted by Fr. Bienvenido 
‘Trnilla, OR prior of Santo Domingo Convent, 
and Fr. Ferdinand Bautista, OR museum direc- 
tor 

‘A torch will be lighted to officially open the 
exhibit. Representatives of the Dominican Fami- 
ly in the Philippines will be present: Dr. Belen 
"Tango, servant-leader of the Dominican Laity 
of the Philippine Province; Sr. Rose Yaya, OR of 
the Holy Rosary College in Tala, Caloocan City; 
Sr. Rosalina Mirabueno, OR of the Missioneras 
de Santo Domingo; and Sr. Cecile Varon, OR of 
Siena College, Taytay. 

Most of the religious images to be shown 
came from the collections of religious-art re- 
storer Tom Joven and of Jerome de Jesus, Noel 
Abquilan, Gino Marasigan, and Dr. Jojo Valen- 
cia, as well as from the Bahay Dominiko. 

~The exhibit will also feature "Nine Ways of 
Prayer of St. Dominic," nine bas-reliefs in wood 
provided by the Dominican Novitiate of the 
‘Anunciation in Manaoag, Pangasinan, courtesy 
of Fr Anton Eudela, OP master of novices. 

Research for the exhibit was done by Bro. 
Jessie Yap, OP assisted by Bros. Mhandy Mali- 
jan, OR Paul Lovell Javier, OP and Peter Paul 
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FR. HERMINIO With Magic Tapes that can stick even with baby oil or baby powder. 
FR.BIENVENIDO Dagohoy, OP rector of 
"inia OR priorof Angelicum Colege and Pro-comfort. Pro-baby. 


Sto. Domingo chair of the centennial 
Convent celebration 
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By Constantino C. Tejero 


E THOUGHT WE HAD LOST 
Kiko Escora to the social whirl, 
then recently he resurfaced on the 


art scene. 

A leading light of his generation, Escora 
was a theology student before he proceeded 
to study art in University of the Philippines. 
‘Though his work has strong links with Pop 
Art, he prefers artists of agonized beings such 
as Ron Kitaj, Lucian Freud, Francis Bacon, 
Ang Kiukok. 

He was granted the Thirteen Artists Award 


by the Cultural Cen- 
ter of the Philippines 
in 2003, but his last 
solo exhibit was held 
two years ago yet. 
And we never found 
any work of his even 
in group exhibits 
As duly recorded 
in society pages, he 
seemed to have 
F x plunged himself into 
4 Dicen both the beau monde 
Kapag ang anak mo pabalik-balik ang ahhchoos— a and the demimonde, 
1 probably hoping to 
‘di na" ; gather materials for 
malamang, 'di na 'yan sipon! - sat Nou Rose 
Se: parties and happen- 
Frequent and ings, but he had not 
Aue returned since. 
Sem Until now. Escora 
recently — presented 
his recent works in 
P “Map of the Prob 
lematique," 19 pieces 
ty es in charcoal on paper, 
in The Drawing 
Room, Metrostar 
Building, 1007 
Metropolitan Ave., 
Makati. 

With its title 
sounding at once 
Frenchified and aca- 
demic, the show has 
FU been billed as “a suite 
(oon, house of powerful but sen- 
‘ties, ots) | sitive charcoal works 

If you think that your kid has an ordinary cold, CHECK AGAIN! NA. depicting friends of 
Kasi kapag may pabalik-balik na AHHCHOOS, RUNNY NOSE at WATERY p Lepsius 
EYES, malamang ‘di na ‘yan sipon! Most likely, he has ALLERGIC TEES present Jor E ai ts 

RHINITIS! Kaya 'd ito makukuha lang ng juice or regular cold RAM Mil m nox na an m From that we gath- 
medicines*, Dapat pedia-recommended BENADRYL AH SYRUP. PM er this series of unti 
It effectively relieves the most bothersome symptoms of genadry! ‘may sive | decongestants ed portraits are of 
allergic rhinitis! Syrup Escouas fellow artists, 

gma 5 mL Remember! Basta actors, musicians, 

Don't forget! Kung may pabalik-balik na AHHCHOOS, RUNNY NOSE Anibistamine allergic rhinitis, writers, models, fash- 

AT WATERY EYES--malamang, allergic rhinitis yan! Benadryl AH! ionistas—but they all 
I-BENADRYL AH SYRUP! " S look like punks. As in 

phchoost NW Escora’s previous ex- 

ja n9 - hibits, his subjects are 

ras n cdd medkónes Without ihid oniy.  AHHHHH! [ BH ` uniformly thin, flaunt- 


er 
reet Stufy Nose 
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‘Come visit Luxurevill along Mathew Street, 
Multinational Village, Moonwalk, Parafaque City. 


fo a ONIA PAN 7] 840-2809 » 840-2904 840- 2930 


at Luxard ille 


e Pay as low as P 7,639/monthly!" / i Taw 
°0% interest" -No Bown Payment" il : Coreen aso 


—————— 1 Aprjecol Lv Properties and Development Corporation 
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Octogenarian journalist-publisher Eggie Apostol 
and seventysomething pianist Della Besa go Broadway 
bingeing and become queens of the hill, top of the heap 


=] Textand photos by Eugenia Duran Apostol 


like you need a lark to lift you 
into the next 81 years of your 
life, what to do? 

Ask someone to join you for two weeks in a 
far-away place, away from family and familiari 
ty—lke two weeks away from Dasmariigs Vil- 
lage, up and away to New York City there to in- 
dulgein a cultural, musical binge... or disaster. 

‘That someone to join you must be like your 
dearest friend; like Doreen Gamboa Femandez, 
who was your sparring partner for 40 years—but 
who unfortunately died five years ago. But 
Doreenis younger sister Della Gamboa Besa, who 
is so like Doreen and also a friend and at age 
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sented by Cecile Guidote Alvarez, presidential 
assistant for culture, at La Mama Experimental 
Theater in New York. 

We decided that the best date to leave for New 
York would be June 18 or 19 because the 


and around 
Broadway 


7 —will she be willing? Able, you know. 

‘She's pianist and cultural administrator, with 
an extensive musical background gained as one 
of the officers of the Cultural Center after Edsa I; 
first heading the Musical Arts division, and even- 
tually the Performing Arts department. 

But does her present schedule allow her the 


zarzuela was scheduled for its first performance 
onJune21. 

Della hada valid visa, but when I looked at my 
passport, saw that mine had expired! So an SOS 
call to the editor in chief of the PDI was in order. 
Letty J. Magsanoc made the right connection 
and in one day my visa was miraculously grant- 


two-week “vacation?” One call and she says yes. 
She, too, had seen the June 11 issue of the Philip- 
pine Daily Inquirer about the zarzuela to be pre- 
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ed. 


‘So off we went on June 18 via Northwest Air- 
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10 Broadway 
musicals in 10 
days, plus one 
‘zarzuela’ and a 
night of music 
with Raul Sunico 


By Della Gamboa Besa 
Contributor 


ONDAY, June 18—WE 
arrive in New York's JFK 
airport in the afternoon 


and go straight to the Best Western 
President Hotel, our home for the 
next 10 days. The room is small 
(we occasionally bump into each 
other) and has no view, but it has 
all the amenities and is in the best 
possible location for theater-going: 
234 West 48th Street, between 8th 
Avenue and Broadway. All the the- 
aters we will need to go to are lo 
cated in the area ranging from W. 
44th to W S4th Streets, just 10 
blocks of real estate in fantasy 
land. 

Tuesday, June 19—As soon as 
the box offices opened, I rush to 
the theaters armed with my list, 
discount offers, and money to buy 
all the tickets we needed. That 
evening we embark on our theatri 
cal sojourn with "Grey Gardens," 
which is playing at the Walter Kerr 
Theater, literally across the street 
from our hotel. Based on a 1975 
documentary it is the story of the 
real-life aunt and cousin of Jacque- 
line Bouvier Kennedy Onassis: 
Edith Bouvier Beale and her 
daughter, Little Edie Beale. Their 
‘56-room mansion Grey Gardens in 
East Hampton, Long Island, goes 
from being a prime social destina- 
tion to a bleak, rundown health 
hazard after the family breaks up 
and suffers a reversal of fortune. 

Lovely actress-singer Christine 
Ebersole stars first as Edith and lat- 
er as a middle-age Little Edie, in a 
performance that won the Tony 
Award. The music is pleasing but 
not particularly memorable; the 
play itself does not seem to be in 
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AUGUST 11 and 12, 2007, GLORIETTA ACTIVITY CENTER 


The contest is open to all residents of Mega Manila area. Contestants must send original recipes 
using Century Tuna variants in the easiest, and most creative, unique and imaginative way, together 
with other ingredients such as fresh produce, flavors and spices. 


AMATEUR FOCD ENTHUSIAST 
The Ultimate Century Tuna Ulam Showdown 
An Individual or 1-Member Team Competition 


PRIZES: 

Champion: P 20,000.00 cash 

JetRunnerup P 1200000 cesh 

2d Runnar-up: P 800000cesh 

‘3rd Runner-up: P 5,000.00 cash 

PLUS Century Tuna and sponsor git packs for participants 
Contestants sro requirad to send an ORIGINAL and CREATIVE CENTURY TUNA 
ULAM wath RICE recipe Inot previously entered in any contest publication or 
exhibit) using Century Tuna variants as tha main ingredient The Century Tuna. 
Ulam or Main Course should have a vegetable siding end rice with 1 type of 
sauce and 1 garnish, Yd must bo good for 4 servings. 

Soup dishes are not alowed, 


PARENT & CHILD FOOD ENTHUSIASTS 
Creative Century Tuna Sandwich Makin, 
2-Member Team Competition of 1 Child & 1 Parent 
PRIZES: 

Champion: P 1009090 cash 

istfunmevup P 700000 cash 

2nd funera P 500000 cash 

Sd Runner-up: P 300000 cash 

PLUS Century Tune and sponsor gift packs for participants 

Contostens are required to sand en original and CREATIVE CENTURY TUNA 
SANDWICH recie Inot previcus entered in any contes, publication or 


exhibit) using Century Tuna variants as the main ingredient. 
Yield must be good for 4 servings. 


OTHER CATEGORIES: 


HRM STUDENTS The Great Century Tuna Tri 
(Salad, Sandwich & Pasta) 
3-Member Team Competition of 2 Students & 1 Adviser 


GRAND PRIZE: P30,000 cash for the team + P20,000 cash for the school 
PROFESSIONALS. 


Century Tuna iron, Chef Date Plate 
2-Member Team Competition of 1 Chef & 1 Assistant 


GRAND PRIZE: 


Challenge 


cash for the team. 


Our event eel G 


partners: 


FOR AMATEUR and PARENT & CHILD FOOD ENTHUSIAST: 
Recipe must bo ypewritton and double spacod in 2 copies using a lotter-size 
bond papar. Attach a 4R colored food shot at tho bottom of vach rocipo ontry. 
All ontrios must bo soalad in a white businose onvelope accompaniod by 
‘of any Century Tuna product. Recipes should clearly specily the vield 
lionts according to stop-by-stop procedure stated including plating 
and garrishing. 


APPLICABLE TO ALL CATEGORIES: 
+ Only tho following Century Tuna variants must ba used in tho recipe entrios: 


Contury Tuna Solid in Vegetable Oil — Contury Tuna Chunks Spanish Stylo 
‘Century Tuna Solid in Water Contury Tuna Flskos in Vegetable Oil 
Contury Tuna Chunks in Vegetable Oil Contury Tuna Hot and Spicy 

Century Tuna Chunks in Water ‘Century Tuna Flakes with Lomon & Butior 


+= Other then Century Tuna, recipes aro roquired to make use of atleast ono 
{i of the folowing sponsors’ ingrdients or more than one (1) within 
reasonable amounts: 


Angel Condensada 
‘Angel Evaporated Filled Milk 
Cream Cornstarch 

Croam All-Purpose Hour. 


Good Life oriontal sauces 
Joly canned vegetables and soups. 
ideal Pasta - Spaghotti and Macaroni 


Recipe entries must be mailed to: 

‘SCRIBBLE WORKS PRODUCTION AND EVENTS MANAGEMENT INC. 
ig Contral Post Office, 1600 Pasig City 

No online registration and submission of rocipes are allowed. 


Deadline of submission of entries for AMATEUR and PARENT & 
CHILD FOOD ENTHUSIASTS will be on: August 3, 2007 at 6:00pm 


Deadline of submission of entries for HAM STUDENTS and 
PROFESSIONAL will be on: July 27,2007 at 6:00pm 


inarostodpartipante may call tho ovont organizos for any quostions or 
clarifications at 

SCRIBBLE WORKS PRODUCTION AND EVENTS MANAGEMENT INC. 
Telephones: (02) 535-3810 and (02) 531-1200 


CENTURY CULINARY CIRCLE 
‘Telephones: (02) 837-1033 and (02) 837-1044 
ito : www.centurypacific.com.ph 


OXLÀ Tefal, se 
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lines on the 17-hour trip to New York City with a 
short stopover in Detroit. 

‘Thanks to the Internet and Della's daughter 
Tina, who lives and works in San Francisco, we 
were booked for 10 days at the Best Western. 
President Hotel at 234 W 48th St. 

We could not have found a more convenient 
location. The hotel was within a six-block radius 
ofall ofthe Broadway theaters showing the mu- 
sicals we were hoping to watch. 


Wheelchair-bound 

Because of a bum left knee, I had to hire a 
wheelchair, which Della cheerfully pushed to all 
Our eating places and target theaters. The 
wheelchair turned out to be a blessing, not only 
for the respect shown it by most ticket sell- 
ers— practically half-price for the occupant and 
companion at some shows, and about 15-20 
percent off on others—but also we got to the 
head of the queues at all the theaters, to be seat- 
ed ahead of everybody else. 

For those theaters without these special 


Prokids | 
is Pro- 
Lamaze 


Prokids joins the Philippine Asso- 
ciation for Childbirth Education 
(PACE) in its objective to educate 
pregnant women and their partners 
to assume an active and fulfilling role 
in childbirth. Ms. Rome Kanapi, a 
childbirth educator, encourages cou- 
ples to attend classes to be able to 
|. learn what can possibly happen dur- 
ing labor and delivery or the birth pro- 
cess, to acquire tools and tech- 
niques that will help her to be in tune 
with her body. With the knowledge, 
the techniques learned — relaxation, 
stretching exercises, breathing & 
pushing techniques, role of the birth 
partner, positions during labor and 
delivery, nutrition etc, and a birth 
partner, the couple can experience a 
more positive and active birth. 

The class runs for six meetings on 
weekends both in Quezon City and 
Makati City. On the last class, Ms. 
Kanapi discusses topics on breast- 
feeding, bathing the baby, holding a 
baby, infant massage and diaper 
changing. Rome Kanapi also 
demonstrates how to change dia- 
pers using cloth diapers and Prokids 
premium disposable diapers. After- 
wards, soon to be parents are called 
to practice on newbom doll models 
to gain experience in diaper chang- 
ing and holding a newborn baby. 

Prokids premium baby diaper pro- 
vides starter kits, which contains 
samples of Prokids newborn dia- 
pers, face towel and bib, to the par- 
ticipants of the preparation for child- 
birth classes. Prokids diapers are 
available in all leading supermar- 
kets, grocery stores and drugstores 
nationwide. For childbirth classes, 
Ms. Rome Kanapi can be contacted 
at0917-541-5114 or Tel: 436-1757. | 
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Two grandmothers live it up in New York City 


prices for the disabled, we used corporate dis- 
count offers given us by Bee Monzon, Della's 
cousin who works as assistant to the president. 
of Takashimaya, an upscale department store 
on Fifth Avenue. These afforded us substantial 
discounts as well. 

Then, no matter what price we paid, we al- 
ways got aisle seats in the orchestra: some in 
special rows where the regular seats had been 
removed to accommodate a wheel chair, and 
others in a regular aisle seat to which I would 
transfer while my wheelchair would be stowed 
nearby. 

Della and I agreed to watch only musicals, 
because we figured that Manila's theater talents 
could put on straight plays quite on par with 
New Yorks, but would find musicals much 
more difficult to do as capably. Our total ex- 
pense for theater tickets was: 


“Grey Gardens” $130.00 
“Spring Awakening” 203.00 
“110 in the Shade” 7250 
"Les Miserables” 13250 
"Company" 13000 
“A Chorus Line" 15850 
“Curtains” 112.00 
“The Drowsy Chaperone” 50.00 
"Monty Python's Spamalot” 7250 
"The Color Purple" 53.00 


$1,114.00 


Della will be giving you a professional assess- 
ment of the 10 musicals we saw. But I can't help 
sharing my nonexpert opinion on some. The 
singer who impressed me most was Audra Mc- 
Donald in “110 in the Shade." I don't remember 
ever hearing someone so powerfully expressive. 
Moreover, female singers have a tendency to 
own expansive waistlines—this gal, how does 
she keep hers trim? 

"The play that really grabbed me was “Com- 
pany” with its unusual presentation of charac- 
ters with hardly any stage props. The stage was 
mostly bare, and the characters each played on 
different musical instruments to accompany 
themselves while singing. The lead played the. 
percussion; another, orchestra bells, a third the 
trumpet and trombone, and so on. 


Late bloomer 

Not all of our time was spent watching the 
musicals—there were late mornings and after 
lunches when we would drop into stores for a 
looksee. it was at one such store, Virgin Mega- 
store, only a block away from our hotel, that 1 
was able to buy my sister Ella a recording of her 
requested “Un Sospiro” by Liszz—Della's expert 
eyes found it on a CD played by Van Cliburn ti- 
tled “My Favorite Liszt." 


T succumbed to buying all kinds of oth- f e 
er CDs at discounted prices: “Beethoven's B. 


Greatest Hits,” "Bizets Greatest Hits,” 
“Guitar Greatest Hits,” "Mad about 
Chopin,” and, for my granddaughter, 
“Mad About Cartoons.” As we left, the Fil 
ipino-American security guard bade us 
farewell in typical Pinoy fashion: "Ingat po 
kayo!” albeit with an American accent 
‘Another nearby shop was Colony. 
billed as the world’s largest sheet music 
dealer, a favorite of ours where Della got 
some classical scores for piano and guitar 
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and I could not resist the Tony Bennett and Nat 
King Cole original songbooks, both of which to- 
taled $50.89 of sheet music. 

One morning at Colony, who should we meet. 
but George Yang, the owner of the McDonald's 
Philippine franchise, who played the very im- 
portant role of the Supreme Court Justice in the 
zarzuela we saw at La Mama Experimental The 
ater a few days earlier. We all know that he is a 
late bloomer as a tenor, but that encourages 
many others who have been too busy earning a 
living to realize that they could have an artistic 
lifeas well. 


Meet the philosopher 
At the premier showing of "Something to 
Crow about,” we were seated just one chair 
away from the author of the play, National 
Artist for Literature Alejandro R. Roces. To ap- 
preciate the zarzuela we hope the reader will 
not mind the quotation from Anding himself: 
“During the Spanish times, chickens had a re- 
ligious connotation. In every church, there was 
a weathercock that told the direction of the 
wind and reminded the faithful of 
the Biblical phrase, ‘Before the cock 
crows twice, you will deny me 
thrice.’ The only Mass that was al- 
lowed during midnight was the one 
celebrated at the very start of Christ- 
mas. It was called ‘Misa de Gallo, 
meaning the ‘Mass of the Rooster’ 
The legend was that it was so called 
because a rooster was the first crea- 
ture to announce the birth of Christ 
by crowing ‘Christus natus est! 
When the Americans came, the 
cock's image deteriorated into a vul- 
gar phallic symbol, so much so that 
the Americans had to invent another 
word for cock. It is only in American 
dictionaries where you find the word ‘rooster’ 
meaning the male chicken. It is a very inappro- 
priate name because the hen also roosts. In fact, 
all birds roost. Wallace Stegner expressed well 
the Filipino cockers elation with his fighting 
rooster. He said... You don't know Filipinos un 
til you have seen some little fellow who has 
trained a chicken for months put it into the ring 
against another's rooster. He bets everything he 
owns, steals his wife's savings, sells his chil- 
dren's shirts to raise a peso. If he wins, glorious; 
ifin one pass his rooster gets its throat cut, then 
you will see how a philosopher takes disaster. 
You should come along and meet this philoso- 
pher* 
"The presentation of ‘Something to Crow 
abour is the first Filipino modern zarzuela with 
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the same league as its star. 

Wednesday, June 20—Two shows are 
scheduled today: first the matinee of 
“Spring Awekening" which won the 
‘Tony Award for Best Musical of 2007. The. 
Frank Wedekind play about adolescents 
just discovering the joys and sorrows of 
their awakening sexuality is set in 19th- 
century Germany, but juxtaposed on a 
imaginative rock score. The young actors 
are uniformly good, and the performance 
literally brisles with energy. 1 am no rock 
music enthusiast, but one cannot deny 
the compelling drive of the music and the 
supremely effective switching back and 
forth between time zones: turn-of-the- 
century and rock generation. 

‘At 7 pm. we are at “110 in the 
Shade,” starring the awesome Audra Mc- 
Donald, whom I last saw in the wonder- 
ful play "Master Class,” where she played 
‘one of the participants being coached by 
diva Maria Callas. 

Here Audra is Lizzie Cumy a love- 
starved spinster whose life changes when 
a charismatic rainmaker arrives in her 
drought-ridden Texas hometown. She 
completely dominates the rather 
lightweight story with her acting and 
singing, overshadowing the highly com- 
petent actors in the rest of the roles. No 
fault of theirs—she is just something else. 

‘An interesting feature was that all 
those who, like us, were seated on the 
front row were handed towels atthe start 
of the show, since the rain that ends the 
story literally fell on the actors—and on 
ws. 

"Thursday June 21 - The zarzuela is 
supposed to open today, but all our calls 
to La Mama Experimental Theater go 
unanswered. So we decide to take a cab 
tw its location on East 4th Street, anyway, 
but early in the afternoon so that in case 
there is no show, we would have time to 
rush to another theater and buy tickets 
for the evening performance. As I get out 
of the cab to verify the address—it seems 
deserted— hear voices calling my name 
from across the street, and look up to see 
young musicians from University of San- 
to Tomas waving at me from a balcony of 


the building where the theater space is l0- 
cated. We have a show, afterall 

Filipino zarzuelas are usually rather 
predictable stories all decked out in spec- 
tace, humor and song, and “Something 
to Crow about" is no exception. 

However, this zarzuela has the humor 
of the National Artist for Literature Ale- 
jandro R. Roces; the fiesta setting and 
staging of Cecile Guidote-Alvarez; the 
fine voices of singers Lionel and Cynthia 
Guico, Thea Perez, Nenen Espina, Ronan 
Ferrer, Eugene de los 
Santos and the UST 
Liturgikon; the acting 
abilities ‘of — Joel 
‘Trinidad and Liesel 
Batucan; dancers, ac- 
robats, gigante figures; 
and the choreography 
of National Artist for 
Dance Leonor Orosa 
Goquingco. All com- 
bine to make up a 
spectacle for eye and 
ear which the mostly 
Filipino audience ap- 
preciate and loudly 
applaud, . — yelling 
“More, more!” 

Friday, 
22—"Les Miserables.” Eugenia “Eggie” 
Duran-Apostol especially wanted to see 
this one for the presence of Lea Salonga 
in the cast as Fantine. She is sorely disap- 
pointed to find how abbreviated the role 
is. 

‘The music remains glorious, but I find 
the new, tighter revival of this musical 
somehow less stirring than the original 
version I saw some years back. However, 
we are pleased to lind out that the no- 
table singers who play Markus (student 
leader) and Coserte (daughter of Fan- 
tine) are both Filipino-Americans—they 
certainly did us all proud with the 
strength of their performances. 

Saturday June 23—Another two-play 
day. At 2 p.m. is "Company" which total- 
ly captivates us both. it is a stunning re- 
vival of the landmark Sondheim and 
Furth 1970 musical, with a compelling 


Raul Esparza as the chronic bachelor in 
this unconventional look at love and 
commitment and relationships. 

The actors in the show sing, dance 
and—wonder of wonders—play all the 
‘musical instruments. Melding the roles of 
performers and musicians make for a 
production that is efficient, all black and 
white (costumes and sets), and full of 
wit. What a delightful way to spend an af- 
ternoon! 

At 8 pm. we have “The Drowsy 
Chaperone.” In total 
contrast to the sophisti 
cation of “Company,” this 
tongue-in-cheek, light- 
hearted musical is like 
old-fashioned 

A vaudeville—slightly 
corny but great fun, any- 
way. 

it is the zany story of a 
Broadway starlet, her 
debonair groom, a tipsy 
chaperone, a harried pro- 
ducer trying to stop the 
marriage, a dizzy chorine, 
a Latin lover and gang- 
Sters—something for ev- 
exybody. 
Sunday, June 24—"A 
Chorus Line" is still "one singular sensa- 
tion"—as gorgeous as I remember seeing 
some 20 years ago. A group of 17 young 
Broadway dancers—gypsies, as they are 
called—showcase their best moves but 
end up baring their souls during audi- 
tions. 

‘Tomy mind, it epitomizes exactly what 
their blurb says: “This is what Broadway 
is all about.” The signature finale “One” 
contains some of the most memorable 
dancing ever seen on the stage. 

Monday, June 25—Rest day in the 
theater district, so we head for a benefit 
concert instead. Raul Sunico; together 
with his faculty from UST and some stu- 
dents who participated in the zarzuela on 
the 21st, perform in a benefit concert for 
the San Lorenzo Ruiz chapel, a Filipino 
parish headed by Fr. Emo Diaz. 

‘As expected, Raul was the biggest hit 
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music by Ferdinand Dimadura to be performed 
in New York City and takes me one step closer 
toward the realization of my ‘Impossible 
Dream. This is made possible through the invi- 
tation of US theater doyenne Ellen Stewart, 
founder of La Mama Experimental Theater 
Club, the launching stage of many world- 
renowned artists; and Cecile Guidote Alvarez, 
the show's director, whose perseverance and 
creative genius made possible this Filipino 
zarzuela to be performed off-Broadway. The 
classic choreography on cockfighting by Nation- 
al Artist for Dance Leonor Orosa Goquingco is 
reprised by her son Benjie Goquingco.” 


Speaking of secrets 

Seated beside Anding at the post-perfor- 
mance reception was a young girl who turned 
‘out to be Carissa Villacorta, author of "Surreali- 
ty" a UST Publishing House book which com: 
piles essays she has written monthly for Philip: 
pine News. She's 27 years old and worth read: 
ing and watching. On the cover of the book, 
which I gladly bought, she is quoted: "In New 
‘York dreams come true on a daily basis. 

Going back to the zarzuela itself, I leave it to 
Della to give you her expert review on it. I was 
Just too overjoyed to see a Philippine perfor- 
‘mance of itin New York. 

1 was even more overjoyed a week later to at- 
tend "A Night of Music" at the chapel of San 
Lorenzo Ruiz at 378 Broome St. which is run by 
Filipino priest Fr. Emo Diaz, What made it 
memorable, of course, was pianist Raul Suni- 
cos renditions of “Usahay” “Matud Nila,” 
“Saranggola ni Pepe,” “Rhapsody in Blue." Raul, 
who is now dean of the UST Conservatory of 
Music, has always been my secret crush—but 
thats no secret anymore, is it? 

Speaking of secrets, have you been to the 
church where actors go to confess their secrets? 
We went there on foot since it was just one 
block away from our hotel—itis the Church of 
St. Malachy, also known as the Actors’ Chapel. 
Ies a small church surrounded by skyscrapers 
founded a hundred years ago. 

‘According to the book I bought, the firs 
mass-media event there was Rudolf Valentino's 
funeral. It was there that Douglas Fairbanks Jr. 
married Joan Crawford; where Don Ameche 
‘was altar server; and where Spencer Tracy at- 
tended Mass. We went to an anticipated Mass 
on Saturday, June 23, and Della was able to 
have three Masses said the next day, June 24, to 
commemorate Doreenis fifth death anniversary. 
And as Edward Morrow said: "New York isnt 
New York without St. Malachy's.” 


of the evening (see story on page D1), 
obviously as loved for his musical 
prowess as for his being a longtime New 
York resident. Between him and the other 
performers it is evident that Filipino mu- 
sical talent simply overflows! 

Tuesday June 26—Back to Broadway. 
and “Spamalot,” the Tony Award winner 
for best musical of 2005. It is an outra- 
geous musical adaptation of the cult filmi 
"Monty Python and the Holy Grail,” with, 
to quote a theater ad: “A chorus of divas, 
knights, fiatulent Frenchmen, killer rab- 
bits and a legless knight.” And, 1 might 
add, King Arthur, the Lady of the Lake, 
and a gay Sir Lancelot. It also involves 
finding the Holy Grail under the seat of 
an embarrassed member of the audience 
who is brought up on stage and made a 
fuss over. Great funt 

Wednesday, June 27.—Our last day 
in New York and another two-show day. 
At 2 pm, “Curtains” —a play-within-a- 
play musical with the delightful David 
Hyde Pierce of “Frasier” fame. He plays 
the role of a stage-struck detective who 
gets as caught up in making the show a 
hit asin solving the murder of the leading 
lady. 

Hyde Pierce does his part so charming- 
Jy, one wants to hug him and take him 
home—like a teddy bear. And as in the 
case of Audra MeDonald in “110 in the 
Shade,” he owns this show. 

‘At 8 pam. is Oprah Winfrey's produc- 
ton of "The Color Purple, staring 
"American Idol” winner Fantasia. Based 
on the Alice Walker Pulitzer Prize novel 
and Steven Spielbergs flm that had 
Oprah in the cast, it tells the story of a 
young woman's triumph over adversity in 
the American South. 

She suffers through two teenage preg- 
nancies and the loss of her babies, a 
forced marriage to a wife-beater and sep: 
aration from her beloved sister, Fantasia 
is a rather inexperienced actor, but she is 
a formidable singer. The shows musical 
score that ranges from blues to gospel, 
tribal and African music gives her ample 
‘opportunity to show off her powerful 
voice. 
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imberland Heights: The place where 
everything comes together naturally. 


‘An unbelievable 15-minute drive from the country's 
Legislature in Q.C. will bring you to the majestic 
mountain ranges of San Mateo, Rizal. Nestled on one 
of these emerald jewels is a nature haven called 
‘Timberland Heights, the vast 677-hectare high-end 
township project that gives would-be residents the 
‘opportunity to live, work, shop, learn and relax in one 
place. 


THEMED COMMUNITIES 


Timberland Heights encourages you to embrace 
mountain resort living from the moment you set foot 
on its fertile land. The idea of settling down at 
Timberland and making it your primary home comes 
naturally with the cool climate, fresh air, and 
Spectacular view of Makati, Ortigas and Rizal 
Situated on elevations of up to 480 meters above sea 
level, Timberland Heights is twice higher than nearby 
‘Antipolo, Here, there are several communities to 
‘choose from, making it easy for you to find the home 
that suits your family’s lifestyle. 

‘With the collaboration of highly esteemed teams of 


both foreign and local designers, you are sure to have 
the best home possible 


‘Mandala Residential Farm Estate (Lots) 
If you appreciate the value of nurturing things that 


grow, then Mandala Residential Farm.Estate is the 
perfect spot to hone your green thumb. 


+ The 40-hectare Mandala combines the 
convenience of having your first Tropical Asian- 
themed home with the privilege of creating your 
‘own hobby farm. 

Hobby farmers wil receive all the necessary 
assistance to make their farming endeavor a 
bountiful success. 

+ The Agroforestry Center in parinership with the 
'UP-Los Baños Institute of Agroforestry serves both 
as a technology and training center. It maintains a 
nursery thal showcases a vermiculture facilly for 
producing organic fertilizers. 


+ The Kumbasari Produce Market is where residents 
can buy and even sell their homegrown produce. 
Banyan Ridge (Lots) 
Banyan Ridge is a premiere residential enclave high 
above the city. No other community outside of 
Timberland can compare with the scenic views, 
roling hills and emerald valley that comprise this 
‘Tropical Asian village. With a smaller ot cut compared 
to Mandala, your ife at Banyan Ridge would be cozier 
and more intimate, making you feel that life unfolds 
perfectly, as it should be. 
‘The Ranch (House and Lots) 
The neutral-colored bricks, wooden floors and 
relaxed ambience sel you up to experience the peak 
of mountain-resort living at The Ranch. Being on top 
of the mountain gives you the feeling of being far 
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away from the hustle and bustle of the city. The 
architecture of the expansive house models are well- 
suited to the rolling terrain and high altitude 
atmosphere of San Mateo. The Hartford, Ridgedeck 
and Upland house models can definitely live up to 
your family's high expectations. 


‘THE GREENWAYS: 


Outside of your home, there is much to discover at 
Timberland Heights. Fifty out of the 677 hectares is a 
Greenway composed of wooded vales, forested 
parks, waterfalls and glades that wind around the 
township. There is also a 24-kilometer nature trail that 
‘connects all that nature has to offer and it may be 
traversed on foot, bike and horseback. 


At Timberland, you don't have to go far to explore the 
possibilities of doing activities like camping, fishing, 
limbing, and rappelling. Campsites, fishing ponds, 
swim holes, bird watching decks, and canopy walks 
can be found just outside your front door. 

EXCLUSIVE NATURE CLUB 

Families can share quality time together at 
Timberland Sports and Nature Club, a 9-heclare 
world class country club that sits on the highest crest. 
of Timberland and has over 12,000 square meters of 
indoor sports, recreational, and social facilities 

Dads won't have time to think of work with the 
presence of 6-lane swimming pools, badminton and 
tennis courts. gym, indoor wall climbing, and pool 
bars while Moms enjoy a luxurious day al he spa. The 
spa consists of a dip pool, a sauna, steam rooms and 
10 treatment rooms. 

Family and friends can enjoy a longer stay as it offers 
overnight accommodations. 
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Whatever time or day it is, Timberland Heights will 
always have a wealth of diversion for the whole 
family 


COMPLETE TOWNSHIP 


Within a short distance from the residential 
‘communities, Timberland Heights has set aside 
areas for a wide range of commercial and business 
centers, health care centers, churches, and schools. 
Itis designed to make a family's life more convenient 
in the place they call home. 


FILINVEST: INVEST ON SOLID GROUND 


Every square meter of land developed by Filinvest is 
a solid testament of the company's commitment in 
providing the best lifestyle possible for everyone. 
Aside from high-end and lifestyle communities like 
residential farm estates and township projects with 
leisure components, Filinvest is also a market leader 
that offers the best value homes, condominiums, IT 
hubs, and retail and commercial units located in 
Metro Manila and key cities nationwide. 
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offered at the Rudolf Steiner School 


in this special community. 


Mountain Resort 
Living Everyday 


Just 15 minutes away from Quezon City 


L 


The idyllic houses & lots at The Ranch 7j 
are a breath of fresh air. 


, breezy Timberland Sports & Nature |; 
Club where various amenities are waiting 
to be enjoyed. For membership inquiries 
please call 927-9995. |. ^ 
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greenways at the Mandala 
{Residential Farm Estates. 


[Take a break from the smog of (WS 
li urban living without dropping the hes 
Í perks of a home in the city, Highly * 

ER accessible and only 15 minutes ` 
away from Quezon City, ; 
Timberland „Heights is an- 
breathtaking mountain resort *: 

į town you can live in with ease * 
“x83 everyday, featuring a self- p% 
“gi: contained 677-hectare, 
masterplanned community 
where everything you, neediis 
within reach. ii 
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MES & LEISURE FILINVE 
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LIFESTYLE 
‘High School Musical’ extended 


STAGES AND TRUMPETS PLAYSHOP'S STAGING OF DISNEY'S 
"High School Musical” (HSM) has been extended until July 22 
at the Meralco Theater 

Aside from teenage star Sam Concepcion, who plays Troy 
Bolton, the cast include Cheska Ortega (Gabriella Montez), Alex 
Godinez (Sharpay Evans), PJ Valerio (Ryan Evans), Kakki 
‘Teodoro (Taylor McKessie), and Seve Ching (Chad Danforth) 

Veteran actors Sheila Francisco and Jeff Arcilla play Drama 
Club Moderator Mrs. Darbus and Coach Bolton, respectively. 

Memorable spots in the show include “When There Was Me 
and You," "I Can't Take My Eyes off You,” dance spots “We're All 
in This Together,” “Getcha Head in the Game,” “Breaking Free,” 
"Start of Something New." 

Director is Audie Gemora. Showdates are: July 21 (3 p.m., 8 
pam), and July 22 (3 p.m.). Call Ticketworld 891-9999 or 
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STAGES 818-1111 loc. 209 or 225. 


(LEFT and above) The young cast of “High School Musical,” staged 
by Trumpets Playshop and Stages 


Things are $; 
bound to'get * 
better and more 
exciting À 


By Eldric Paul A. Peredo 
Contributor 


Y NOW, THE SHINE IN THE 

glazed eyes of Harry Potter 

fanatics should have 
dimmed somewhat as the fifth 
Harry Potter movie enters its sec- 
ond week of regular screening. 
Even mere moviegoers who just 
follow the story in the theaters 
must be thinking of what hap- 
pened. 

We should not be surprised. The fifth in- 
stallment is hardly something to look for- 
ward to when it comes to the usual wham- 
bham elements that powered “Azkaban” 
and “Goblet.” 

But Potter pundits should agree that the 
fifth and sixth books are part of a necessary 
lull in the young wizard’s story. The lull is nec- 
essary because it is purposeful. And the pur- 
pose is to fill in the narrative with back stories 
that explain some major characters, and 
thereby create and leave bigger questions for 
an even more exciting finale 

"The Half-blood Prince,” the sixth in the se- 
ries, devotes many of its pages unraveling the 
history of our pet peeve-turned-favorite fogey 
ofa professor (thanks to the duke of deadpan 
acting, British actor Alan Rickman), Snape. 

In*Prince,” Snape basks in the limelight up 
to the very (open) end. Only God knows what 
role J.K. Rowling has up in her sleeve for 
Snape in “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal- 
lows" 

Patience, patience. 


Origins of Dark Lord 

In "Phoenix," our young wizards are taken 
back through time to when the Dark Lord first 
wreaked havoc with his fanatic Deatheaters 
even as they are in the present. 

“It feels the same as it did before,” Harry’s 
‘godfather Sirius laments. 

‘The statement is not a mere declaration of 
déjà vu. Killings are less but that doesn’t obvi- 
ate the feeling of terror in the wizarding 
world, one that has the wizard authorities try- 
ing to cloak with general denial 

"The plot makes sure Harry and friends do 
get firsthand experience of the Deatheaters, 
and of the death of loved ones before their 
very eyes, much as the wizarding world wit 
nessed during the Dark Lord's first pass. 


MADELEINE.L'ENGLE 


Potter and Cho Chang (Katie Leung) 
continues in the fifth installment. 


2 : ; 
keeps series alive 


AO A Sen lis 
DANIEL Radcliffe stars in the still riveting 
tale. 


For flavor or respite from the otherwise 
dark and foreboding context, Harry must also 
battle another new and unfamiliar emotional 
burden—his leonine crush on Ravenclaw’s 
Cho Chang. 

Al this and a slew of new characters and 
experiences await the boy who lives in Rowl- 
ing's still riveting and regaling tale. 


Yay for Yates? 

‘While book fans have a point in saying the 
movie is the most unfaithful Potter movie to 
date for cutting so much of the story out, di- 
rector David Yates arguably did not have 
much choice with the material. 

In the fluctuating series, “Phoenix” runs at 
a level, and even the fight scenes at the story's 
climax elicit a sentiment of “okay, here's that 
part.” Yates did well not to force the issue, and 
‘we should expect much of the same for the 
next movie. 

n any case, any movie adaptation of any 
book is subject to cuts. Words are so much 
briefer when translated into actions. For that 
transformation to be faithful, is where the ac- 
tors come in. 


Standouts 

Ralph Fiennes delivers a fine-tuned perfor- 
mance yet again. The actor gives the snake- 
snouted Voldemort a cold soul bur with a 
sense of nobility spawned in a life of evil. 

The most noticeable newcomer has to be 


Helena Bonham-Carter as the deranged 
Deatheater, Bellatrix LEstrange. The actress is 
no stranger to the role, The characters Bon- 
ham-Carter has essayed in her 20-year fil 
mography include the eccentric Jenny as well 
as the misunderstood "witch" in Tim Burton's 
"Big Fish." 

She draws the audience by her expressive 
eyes as usual. The lunacy in her gaze and 
movements should remind us of her Xanax- 
overdosing Marla Singer in "Fight Club." 
While her screen time in "Phoenix" is limited, 
she has made sure Bellatrix is someone to 
look forward to in the last two movies. 

Imelda Staunton, a London theater royal, 
gives us a new reason to hate pink as she 
fleshes out Ministry of Magic mole Dolores 
Umbridge, although it may be said that her 
too sweet a countenance is just too much. 

In the book, Rowling does not even try 
masking Umbridge's evilness. She writes of it 
in abandon, When Umbridge is said to be 
smiling, what comes to mind is a female ver- 
sion of Tim Curry’s knowing grin (remember 
the hotel concierge in "Home Alone 22") 

Newbie Evanna Lynch passes as the 
spaced-out Luna “Loony” Lovegood. 


Moving on 

‘The fifth in the series lies back to let some 
history come in. The return of Voldemort in 
“Goblet” was a high point. For any writer to be 
able to sustain that crescendo to the end 
would be magical. And if he author does suc- 
ceed, that would considerably shorten the se- 
ries. 

"Hallows" should give the answers to all 
speculations, tying up loose ends along the 
‘way. Until then, we must go through the back- 
grounders. Moviegoers who are not filled in 
as to details have time to catch up. 

‘The books are fast reads; just ask any of 20- 
year-old Potter pundits (they were the 10- 
year-olds when “The Sorcerer's Stone" was 
first published in 1997 and they gobbled up 
the books even then). 

The fifth movie continues to keep Potter- 
mania alive as it also comes just before the 
much-anticipated release of the final book 
Potter fans, both the bookworms and movie 
freaks, will do well to accept that "Phoenix" is 
that part that is good to know, but that there 
should be better things to come. 

Even as this lull creeps closer to the series 
coming to an end, there is no sign of the Potter 
fire fizzing out. For now, it fizzles to let us all 
breathe, 


‘Potter’ fever in Taguig 


ON JULY 21, ALL FULLY BOOKED 
branches will open its doors at 7 
am. to Wizards and Muggles 
alike! 

Join Harry Potter fans that day 
for a magical, all- 
day book launch 
of “Deathly Hal- 
lows: Destiny's 
Hand" at the new 


test, which has three categories: 
Children's Young Adult and Adult. 
Artworks will be displayed at the 
new Fully Booked flagship store. 
Winners will be announced also on 


Yt Pate 


winner will win 


a complete box 
set of Harry Pot- 
ter books 1-7. 

Fully Booked p a du, Visit wwwfully- 

flagship store at peii T booke- 

Bonifacio High V donline.com, 

Street, Bonifacio and click under 

Global City, Events. 

Taguig. Get a 

chance to win 

special ^ prizes 


You can re 
serve a copy of 

such as limited- 

edition book- 


“Harry Potter 
marks, tattoos 


and the Deathly 
Hallows” before 
the July 21 re- 
and Harry Potter lease date at 
memorabilia, Fully Booked, 
with games and jj and get a 10- 
fun activities or- percent — dis- 
ganized by the count for an ear- 
Pinoy Harry Potter fans club 
(Hogwarts Philippines) 
"To ease the wait, Fully Booked is 
co-hosting with Pinoy Harry Potter 
the ongoing Magic (Art)works con- 


ly reservation. 

Fully Booked High Street is at 
Building 6, 902 Bonifacio High 
Street, Bonifacio Global City 
Taguig, 


PUBLISHED BY SHEPHERD 
House, "Celebrate Love" is a collec- 
tion of heartwarming stories, inspi- 
rational sayings, and loving expres- 
sions for couples. 


In "God on the Road" by Andy 
Frost, 13 twentysomethings head for 
the sights, sounds, and smells of Eu- 
rope. They're drawn by the surf and 
the night ife, but they come with a dif- 
ferent agenda. Something else has 
brought them here, something that q 
makes this road trip a pilgrimage. These 
21st-century pilgrims trav- 
ei through 
> France, Spain, and Portugal to communicate 
| Jesus. Armed only with a pocket phrasebook 
and the Gospel, they soon find themselves in 
the company of the heroes of history. 


In"Young Women on the Journey,” pub- 
lished by the Church Strengthening Ministry, 
J| TV host and Vd Nikki Gil leads the roster of 
contributing writers tack- 
ling experience. 
of life and the 
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Breakup Because It's Broken," by Greg 

Behrendt and Amiira Ruotola-Behrendt, 

readers get to learn an important truth 

about breakups: Some things can't and 

shouldn't be fixed, especially that loser 

‘who dumped you or forced you to dump 
him. 


“Mere An- 
archy" is 
Woody Allen's 
first collection * 
since "Side Ef- 
fects.” His wit and humor is ever-present 
in this compilation of 18 sketches about 
the most ludicrous and surprising topics. 
The best sketch of the bunch may just be 
‘Surprise rocks Disney Trial,” where he 
delves into the alleged love affairs of Disney 
and Looney Tunes characters, among oth- 
ers. 
Available at selected National Book Store 


= 


branches nationwide. 


Books for children and young adults 


ABILENES WELL-TREASURED POSSES- 
sion, a china rabbit named Edward Tulane 
one day gets lost. This starts off "The Miracu- 
lous Journey of Edward Tulane," where au- 
thor Kate DiCamillo tells to young readers 
what true miracles are really made of. 

Melissa de la Cruz provides a peek of fab- 
ulous living through Hamptons’ hottest au 
pairs. In “The Au Pairs: Sun Kissed,” it’s a 
swinging summer as Mara holds VIP access 
to the hottest clubs in town. Jacqui is newly 
single with three boy millionaires compet- 
ing for her affection, and Eliza's in total re- 
lationship bliss with her boyfriend. With ev- 
erything seemingly perfect, what more can 
the girls wish for? 


‘The teen queens are reunited in "The Au 
Pairs: Crazy Hot.” Mara, Jacqui and Eliza are a 
year older but are they wiser too? The trio's put 
to the test as Eliza's relationship with Jeremy 
takes a nosedive, Jacqui is chased by a hot 
British photographer, and Mara is fired from 
her travel writing job. 

Newbery Medal winner, "A Wrinkle in 
Time," by Madeleine LEngle, takes readers 
ona heart-stopping journey to space as Meg 
Murry, her brother Charles, and her friend 
Calvin battle evil forces to save Meg and 
Charles’ missing father who's been experi- 
menting with fifth dimension time travel. 

“Marley: A Dog Like No Other” is John 
Grogan’s adaptation of his New York Times 


D 


best-selling memoir, Marley and Me, for 
young readers. The book poignantly re- 
counts the story of the Grogans’ big and 
rambunctious Golden Retriever who always 
gets himself into trouble but whose loyalty, 
exuberance and passion is simply disarm- 
ing. 

‘The books are available at Powerbooks 
Specialty Store with branches at Greenbelt 
4 (757-6428 to 29), Megamall (635-2898 to 
99), Alabang Town Center (850-5662 to 
63), Glorietta 3 (752-7075), Shangri-La 
(638-0023), Robinson's Place Ermita (523- 
3334/ 524-3448), Mall of Asia (556-0244), 
Festival Supermall (850-8221), and Trino- 
ma (943-1581/82). 
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National Children’s 
Book Day 


THE PHILIPPINE BOARD ON BOOKS 
for Young People (PBBY) chaired by Uni- 
versity of the Philippines professor and il 
lustrator Ruben de Jesus will celebrate 
the 24th National Children’s Book Day on 
July 17, 10a.m., at the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines Main Theater Lobby. 

‘Writer and book lover Butch Dalisay 
will be the guest speaker. Other high- 
lights of the ceremonies are the launch 
of the PBBY Salanga 2007 winner "Tight 
Times," written by Jean Patindol and il- 
lustrated by Sergio Bumatay Ill. 

Manolo Silayan will render the story- 
telling interpretation of the book pub- 
lished by Adarna. 

This year's theme is “Basa Tayo, "Tay." 
depicted on a poster of a father reading 
to his child, designed by Timothy Terre- 
mal. 

PBBY is a multisectoral group com- 
mitted to promoting the development of 
children's literature in the country. Its 
current members include Ruben de Je- 
sus, Ani Rosa Almario, Ramon C. Sunico, 
Mercy Abad, Emily Abrera, Karina Bolas- 
co, Neni Sta. Romana Cruz, Prudenciana 
Cruz, Luis Gatmaitan, Zarah Gagatiga, 
Nanding Josef, Rizalina Labanda, 
Manolo Silayan, Nina Lim Yuson. Na 
tional Artist Dr. Lucrecia Kasilag-is the 
honorary chair. 

Call 3723548 local 105 or e-mail pbby 
@adrarna.com.ph. 


‘Bagets’ again 
made e 


Muhlach As 
graces — the e d m 
cover of the (RIS Ek 
latest issue of 4 
Metro hiM. 
Having shed 
over 50 Ibs, the 
country’s most 
enduring lead- 
ing man looks 
even better 
than he did as 
an original 
"Bagets"—he's a natural in the latest men’s 
fashion. 

The edition covers the basics of corporate 
wear: the varieties of suits, collars, cuffs, 
waistbands and trouser pockets, plus the 
rules of which buttons to keep fastened and 
which to leave free, and other prescriptions of 
correct dress. 

The issue also highlights jackets and suits 
for the cooler weather. Sportswear is featured 
as high fashion and new interpretations of the 
barong are showcased. For men who are tired 
of shopping, the magazine depicts a minimal- 
ist wardrobe, based on a single palette. 

In the Crib section, different styles of fur- 
nishing an executive desk for maximum im- 
pact are explored. A gilt Buddha graces a 
“Taipan” desk, while towering Ifugao totems 
lend drama to the “Patriot” desk, sleek sur 
faces distinguish the "Jetsetter" desk and toys 
add panache to the “Kiddult” desk. 

Actor Jake Cuenca and alternative party 
impresario Domini Primero show their pen- 
chant for dash and share their respective sto- 
ries. 

In Grooming, the question of whether to 
trim “down there" is discussed, and in Fitness, 
there’s a complete yoga regimen and inspir- 
ing accounts of two men who together have 
lost 154 Ibs. 

Metro hiM Magazine is available nation- 
wide. Call 4550045 or visit www. 
metrozines.com. 
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Art of convalescence "= 


boy's imaginative flights. The lines and 
colors are spirited and sanguine; in 
looking at them, the viewer experiences 
a geyser of life-force, like the Oriental 
chí or the Hebrew chutzpah. 

‘True, at times the rendering seems to 


verge on the whimsical and the cartoon- 
ish, but never mind: by its definition, chil- 
dren's art is bound to be childish at times, 
Just as colors for the nursery infant may 
sometimes court infantilism. But again 
and again, Tapaya shows defiant imagi- 
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nation, an art that won't be dampened or 
inoculated. His is an athletic art. 


“Ang Batang Maraming Bawal” by 
Ferdinand Gonzales (edited by Oscar 
Campomanes and with an English trans- 


LE. 


lation by Rebecca Afionuevo) is published 
by Canvas and University of Sto. Tomas. 
Publishing House. Gall 7313522 or 
4061611 locals 8252 and 8278). It is 
available at PowerBooks. Visit www. 
canvas.ph. E-mail info@canvas.ph. 
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Join REFLECT YOUR KRZR STYLE Promo and discover your style Color! Motorola and Folded & Hung are teaming up 
to bring you cool prizes - get as much as 40% discount from Folded & Hung when you buy your MotoKRZR K1 or K3 
phone at authorized Motorola dealers and Concept Stores. Also visit any Folded & Hung store to get a chance to win a 
MotoKRZR K1! Plus, you could aiso win more than PIM worth of prizes when you take the online quiz at www.K3quiz.com. ph. 
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Rodel Tapaya’s artworks for the children’s book 
‘Ang Batang Maraming Bawal are robust and sprightly 


INTRODUCING, THE HEALTHY & RIGHT SWEETENER FORYOU. 


What you see is what you get down righe straight to the 
point. No Calorie All sweetness. hist tke a lock at Award 
Winning Actress iTV Host & Famous Lifestyeashlon 
Celebrity, ANGEL AQUINO. Angel has virüaly led a 
career of sustained excellence. She certainly knows how 
io remain on top of her fed. This includes the healthy 
choices she makes, and for Angel t could only be ZERO, 
the zero calorie sweetener The BFAD approved sucralose 
based artifici sweetener tates uncanny Ble sugar: jst 
add to your favorite beverage and experience your drink 
Tie never before. For the culleary expert ZERO Cook & 
Bake is ideal for your desired crestions with intense 
sweetness minus the after aste. Know the diference, buy 
ZERO, the zero calorie sweetener: 


Benefits derived from using Sucralose based 
artificial sweetener 


«+ Ideal sweatener for diabetics 

* Made from sugar tastes le sugar 

* Prevents tooth decay 

* Great for weight & calorie watchers 

* Stable in high temperatures 

* Perfect for cooking & baking, no after aste 

$ Safe for individuals with special health 
conditions (e pregnant women] 

* No heal side effects 


‘Available in three packs, Box of 25 sachets, 70 gram Cook 
Bake jar & Tablet dispenser 


ANGELAQUINO. 
Actress ATV Host par excalonce 


i Shopwise, Landmark, Robinson's Tropical Hut, Cash & Carry, Ultramega, South Supermarket, Cherry Foodarama, 
lane Goodwill Laguna, Antipolo Supermarket Shoppersvill, One Stop Shop. Pioneer, Budgetlane Masuerte, Carlos 
inson Drug, Rose Pharmacy, South Star Drugstore and soon in other major super 

Exclusively Distributed in the Philippines by: ORCHID TRADIN( 

3170 Gasanco Building, Merville Annex Road, Merville Pasay City 
Telephone nos: 776-5841, to 43 Telefax 776-0099 
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Art of convalescence 


By Lito B. Zulueta 


RODEL TAPAYAS PAINTINGS FOR THE CHIL- 
dren's book “Ang Batang Maraming Bawal" 
(2007), about a sick-prone child who is 


nowhere near convalescence, is hardly conva- |. 


lescent art. 

The colors are thick and bright, robustly ap- 
plied and swiped. The figures as well are sharp 
and brisk, as if springing from the page rather 
than from the sick bed. If there's any hint of 
disease here, it's the rather elongated, extend- 
ed build and contours of the characters, like El 
Greco's austere tendrils ofthe spirit. 

But, of course, this is a children’s book and 
children's art need not be austere. The story 
by Ferdinand Gonzales won the second annu- 
al Romeo Forbes Children's Storywriting 
Competition, and part of its charm is its insis- 
tence that even poor health should not de- 
prive one of a full life. 

In the case of the touching boy character 
that seems permanently bound for sick bay, 
liberation from iliness is achieved through the 
resources of the imagination. 

Sheltered from the outside world, with all 
its sights and sounds, muck and dust, the boy 
can only dream of escape and getaway. And 
away he escapes to the world of dreams, 
where no frailty of constitution or malady of 
condition can stop him. 

In breathless pace, the boy bounces from 


“YAKAP ni Inay” 


& illness and inertia to vigor and vitality. His 


flesh may be weak but his spirit soars. 
And Tapaya's art fully complements the 
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Fujitsu recommends Windows Vista™ Business. 


Fujitsu LIFEBOOK A602 


SuperFine Absolute Viewing Pleasure. 


+ Intel®Core™2 Duo Processor T5600 
(1.83 GHz 2MB L2 Cache, 667MHz FSB) 
with Intel? 64 Architecture 

+ Genuine Windows Vista™ Home Basic 

* 512MB DDR2 667MHz 

+ 154 SuperFine WXGA TFT color display, 1 

+ Dual Layer DVD Super Multi Writer 

+ 100GB HOD 

- Upto 3.2hrs (6-cell Li-ion 4000mAh) 

+ Spill-resistant keyboard 


Fujitsu-Siemens AMILO 


Deitvering excellent performance in an elegant 


+ Intel®Core™2 Duo Processor T5500 
(1.66GHz 2M8 L2 cache, 667MHz FSB) 

+ Genuine Windows Vista™ Business 

+ 154" TFT WXGA, 1280 x 800 pixels 

+ Dual Layer DVD Super Multi Writer 

+ 1GB DDR2 533MHz 

+ 80GB HDD 

- Upto3 hrs. (6-cell LHon 4400mAh) 


0 
PhP65,900.00 only 
(Before: PhP72,900.00 ) 


1280 x 800 pixels 


Pro V3545 


mobile package 


PhP63,900.00 only 
(Before: PhP65,900.00 ) 


Visa httpiph.fajitsu.com/liebook! for more information on the complete LifeBook product range. 


features and benefits, specications and sugges 


sted retall prices. 


LifeBook A6020 is powered by 
Intel® Centrino® Duo processor technology 


LIFEBOOK Built-In Confidence 


Fujitsu Philippines, Inc. (FPI) 
Customer Careline: (63-2) 894-8685 
Sales Hotline: (63-2) 894-8557 


Sie xenon e002 


E 


[ri 


ene 
Emaar | 


camem | 


Taga Go, tet ang. ie an, 


, 


‘ 


MONDAY, JULY 16, 2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
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GRAND PRIZE 


‘One (1) Brand New 


BPI tienes Coco Me “PE i e 


JULY 18 - 22, 200724, ' 
ALIW THEATER 
(CCP COMPLEX) 
asam aer YOUR TEHETLMONN 
Feee 3 > FOR THE VERY FIRST. TIME LIVE! - Join the World's Best 


Loved Characters: Big Bird, Elmo, Cookie Monster, Zoe, Bert, 
Ernie, Grover. Oscar, Count Von Count and Many Morell 


$ dw EOS 
ES ae En E mus C» 


Utilities (electricity, with the Metropolitan | dependent on National im the coming days 
waler, communications) Manila Dey Corp.'s including the cosi 
will be restored to Authog repair or 
millions of Filipinos sm j jace them. Total 


about audition- 
ing, and not get- 


ee uw “Gusto ko- 
7 telenovela 


a - the hottest, 
“Is no big deal,” f N Á E I. e 5S, 
she told Ingumer En- Lr ] E 

tertainment. "People emuptio 

in the US audition all 
the time. It's just that 
the system isnot prac 
ticed here.” 

She herself had to 
try out for her first 
stage role, the Trum- 
pets production of 
"The Little Mermaid" : Po m 
seven years ago, NN i s REAN (Napocor) and 

Yarylestoykend À B ree ag EE 
ae: à X a coordinating closely complete restoratió is likely to go up substation. In Albay 
lanc e role of Ser- 4 > [ x 

io, the parmer of \ 1 uk : Sr. Ph , : 

Marimar. "me dde k 1 1 Posible ‘yan dahil may instant access ka 
role eventually went $ i , & i1 1 n 
to Marian Rivera. TU 4 S sa leading news networks. 

Karylle volun- > Y * : J i = is ee at Bec 2 
teered that Dingdong M 
would sport a new 
look as Sergio. 

She explained: "I 
thought that his bal- 
bas-sarado (full x ee » 
beard) look was for PERS 
Matinee Ses he | Novellino, a romantic wine experience like no other. — | Novellino 
has soft features, hav- 5 3 SR A 
ing whiskers rough- Fall in love with ils lusciously sweet character and its. delightful finish 
enedhimupabitlac- | ~-sofl, smooth and refreshing, Without the bitter taste 
ually prefer his 
bearded look. But oth- ee pe De Es DOCE TM 
bearded look- Busey | One slp., faing in ove has never as this good, 

ME Pr a ENS SET i 
ms D 13 - Text ABSBREAKING to 2366 
fidence that Ding- Text ON 24 to 4627 
emu , de : Text INQ7 NEWS to 2333 
bedi! m ume Text CNNNEWS to 2333 


ABS-CBN: Text ABSSHOWBIZ to 2366 
GMA7: Text ON CHIKA to 4627 
SPR_MKT423 MEMORIAL LOT NETT INQ7: Text INQ7 SHOW to 2333 


HERITAGE PARK CNN: Text CNNSHOWBIZ to 2333 
FORT BONIFACIO Teso; or RATE: P2.50 per text message 


NOTE Texting to GMA7 activates your subscription to daily news updates. 
w/in Fort Bonifacio Global City 


-— Example — 
x july 14,2007, Saturday, 

LI pulo jc Kalayaan Hall Club Filipino, Eisenhower Ave. cor. CNN 2333 
LAWN_P 244sqm | P 55,100 Club Filipino Ave., Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila d 

LAWN_R 244sqm | P 59,500 REGISTRATION STARTS AT 8:00 A.M. 

LAWN_ESP | 244sqm | P 72,200 AUCTION STARTS AT EXACTLY 9:00 A.M. Tenge rime 
GARDEN  |19.52sqm | P 627,000| — «^ with gtarantecj LOW INTEREST RATE 


ir andy LOW PAYMENT i 
FAMILY 39.04sqm | P 2,700,850 urocti? financing ON DONE Text NEWS to 2222 for FREE info 


For more details, call: THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., 


Monday to Sunday 10 7:PM * Tel nos.: (02) 5349536 / 5346054. PEERS ireng crudus ra 1 opo, ang lakas mo sa Glebe 
Cellphone nos.: 0920-9222495 / 09216722888 aine We anc Ls 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


|-:1 HARRY POTTER 5 THX 
130 410 650 930LMF 


Ticket Price THI:PI6O 130, Inde Se: 160 83249118 


6 RATATOUILLE Sneak Preview 
1200MF 2:30 500 7:30 1000LMF 


2 HARRY POTTER 5 
4t20MF 200 440 720 1000MF 


7 TIYANAKS 
100MF 310 520 730 940 


| 3HARRY POTTER 5 
{200MF 240 520 SOOLMF 


lieSine: TULI 
1200MF 225 450 7:15 S40MF 


9 TRANSFORMERS 
14SMF 430 715 1000MF 


4 HARRY POTTER 5 
1230MF 310 550 B30LMF 


5 HARRY POTTER 5 10 DIE HARD 4 
400MF 340 620 S00LMF 1120MF 200 440 720 1000LMF 


SHOWING NOW 


Auraeus Solito's 


Starring: 
DESIREE DEL VALLE & 
CARLO AQUINO! 


A brutal and satirical 
rite of passage film 
that will challenge your 
sensibilities! 


5, THIS BANNED FILM WILL FINALLY BE SHOWN 
IN PUBLIC THEATERS! 


NLY AT INDIESINE, Robin 


& indieSine 


ERMITA 


4, HARRY POTTER 5 4035MF 130 420 710 1000 


2DIE HARD 4 
d100MF 145 430 7:15 1000 


5 HARRY POTTER 5 
TtSOMF 240 530 820 


3 HARRY POTTER 5 
100MF 350 640 930 


6 RATATOUILLE Sneak Previews 


4 HARRY POTTER 5 
b  Wz0MF 2:10 500 750 


METRO EAST 3 


1 TRANSFORMERS 
1200MF 305 6:10 910LMF 


7 HARRY POTTER 5 
1220MF 3:10 600 B5OUMF 


7 Te ice Pto PV 


5 HARRY POTTER 5 
{120MF 230 450 7:30LMF 


682-5103 «622.8108 


2 HARRY POTTER 5 
420MF 400 640LMF 


6 HARRY POTTER 5 
IOME SSOLMF 


3 HARRY POTTER 5 
io4OMF 120 400 640 9:20LMF 


7 HARRY POTTER 5 
A230MF 310 550 830UMF 


4DIE HARD 4 
4240MF 340 610 SA0LMF 
NOVALICHES Tt Pie roa 2100 - 895-3231 195322930 
i| 1HARRY POTTER 5 4 TRANSFORMERS 
2 HARRY POTTER 5 5 HARRY POTTER 5 
3 TIYANAKS 6 DIE HARD 4 
7 RATATOUILLE Sneak Previews 


8 RATATOUILLE Sneak Previews 


PIONEER 

1HARRY POTTER 5 
TioMF 200 450 800 

2HARRY POTTER 5 
TOME 230 520 830 


STA. ROSA 


1 HARRY POTTER 5 
- 2HARRY POTTER 5 

i|. 3 HARRY POTTER 5 

4 DIE HARD 4 

5 TRANSFORMERS 


DASMARINAS 
4 TIYANAKS 

2 TRANSFORMERS 
3|" 3 DIE HARD 4 

'| 4HARRY POTTER 5 
5 HARRY POTTER 5 


ANGELES Mig eee 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 

2 TRANSFORMERS 

3DIE HARD 4 

4 HARRY POTTER 5 

STARMILLS 

4 HARRY POTTER 5 

2DIE HARD 4 

3 TRANSFORMERS 


BACOLOD 

1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2HARRY POTTER 5 
3 HARRY POTTER 5. 
4 RESERVE 

5 RATATOUILLE Sneak Previews 
6 DIE HARD 4 


That Pie: P100/ P110. 687-5378 
3 TRANSFORMERS 
1220 300 


4DIE HARD 4 
1240 320 600 840 


LIPA "iut Pice: (43) 157-3094 


EXE 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 

2HARRY POTTER 5 

3 TIYANAKS 

4 TRANSFORMERS 

5DIEHARD4 

IMUS. mI EEERH 
1HARRY POTTER 5 

2HARRY POTTER 5 

3 RATATOUILLE Sneak Previews 

4 TRANSFORMERS 

5 DIE HARD 4 

6 HARRY POTTERS 


TARLAC 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2 HARRY POTTER S 
3DIEHARD4 
TRANSFORMERS 
‘Tit Pics ro Po (045) 875-1827. 


4 TIYANAKS. 
5 HARRY POTTERS 
16 HARRY POTTER 5 


ILOILO 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2 RATATOUILLE Sneak Previews 
3 HARRY POTTER 5 
4 HARRY POTTER 5 
5 DIE HARD4 
6 TRANSFORMERS 

Geta 
HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX 
folder for every (2) two regular movie tickets purchased. 


A customer may get a maximum of (2) folders for ticket purchases of 
more than two (2+). 


"Offer also valid for advance ticket sales. 


Ticker Prica: Pao 990 
49) 857.0907. 


Tide ree PO P90 
Qao) ARIA 


Tikat Pic P70 


Tchat Pie: P7050 P6050 
(034) 441-0450 


(33) 336-8079 


movietime 

Le SHOWTIME 
Your life as a movie 
aE 


CINEMA 


Don't miss the most anticipated 
movie event of the year! 


paty Potter 


Experience the movie's explosive finale 


nIMAX 3D « 


mae Qin 
Tickets now available 
336 Monday to Dunday bdo Sp) 
P ADO (onn t hardy, Spm oer, Fa, Saturday una, 
Halay wey) 
Pease cal MAY (4629) or 596 Congas nd seats 


NOW SHOWING 


merno MANILA 

‘SM MEDACINENA. 623-1901 SM SOUTHALL seems | 
ITRANSFORMERS EHARRY POTTER 5 | 
lee EHARRY POTTER 5 
YMARRY POTTER 5 BIOS 
UHARRY POTTER 5 ERATATOUILLE/HARRY POTTER 5 
SHARRY POTTER 5 STRANSFORMERS 

DIE HARD 4 ÉTRANSFORMERS 


ÜTRANSFORMERS jDIE HARD 4 
MRATATOUILLE/MARRY POTTER S. EDIE HARD 4 


E 5 
HARRY POTTER Fane 


XHARRY POTTER 5 
EDIE HARD 4 smemysicuran 778-3055 
STIYANAKS HARRY POTTER 5 
smemrmumngy 9950749 [DIE HARD 4 
PARAISO SHARRY POTTER 5 
YHARRY POTTER S smor mama 523.8240 
HARRY POTTER 5 EHARRY POTTER 5 
SITRANSFORMERS EDIE HARD 4 
DIE HARD 4 SHARRY POTTER S 
HARRY POTTER S HARRY POTTER S 
LTIYANAKS. TRANSFORMERS 
VHARRY POTTER 5 EHARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER 5 TTIYANAKS 
TRANSFORMERS ÉHARRY POTTER 5 
ZDIE HARD 4 YTRANSFORMERS 
pr JARRY POTTER 5 
For ticket reservation, dial o338976 SMCINYSTA MESA 7164416 iiFANTASTIC FOUR 
HARRY POTTER 5 SRATATOUILLE/DIE HARD 4 
“TRANSFORMERS 
S HARRY POTTER S 
DIE HARD 4 


ITRANSFORMERS 
THARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER S 

IE HARD 4 
ERATATOUILLE/ TIYANAKS 


PREMIERE CINEMA 
HARRY POTTER 5 


CENTERSTAGE. 
HARRY POTTER 5 


PODIUM 
Lol 


cmm 
HARRY POTTER S 
emm 2 
HARRY POTTER S 
RATATOUILLE 


‘Sm NORTHEDSA 929-5452 smery onsmanmas soona: 

EHARRY POTTER 5 
iARRY POTTER 5 ITRANSFORMERS 

SFANTASTIC FOUR jRATATOUILLE/DIE HARD 4 


TRATATOUILLE/DIE HARD 4 CHARRY POTTER 5 
iPARAISO 


TRANSFORMERS 
WTIYANAKS 
smemvsmuzumo 786:2 
HARRY POTTER $ 
THARRY POTTER 5 
YHARRY POTTER 5 
ERATATOUILLE/ TIVANAKS 
spIE HARD 4 
TRANSFORMERS 
movietime 


EHARRY POTTER 5 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER 5 
SDIE HARD 4 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER 5 
STRANSFORMERS 
$RATATOUILLE/ TIYANAKS 
DIE HARD 4 
IARRY POTTER 5 
RANSFORMERS 


SI VALENZUELA 293047 
HARRY POTTER 5 


ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
SRATATOUILLE/DIE HARD 4, | 


{TRANSFORMERS 
smemvsucar mmm | 
EDIE HARD 4 | 
HARRY POTTER 5 i 
HARRY POTTER 5 


Sneak Preview, 
Watch the fun-filled story ofa lovable rat 3 
named Remy on how he pursues his dreams. 
‘of becoming a notable chef inthis special 


SNEAK PREVIEW 


p- 


on July 16 (Monday) and July 17 (Tuesday) 
at your favorite SM Cinema nationwide 


REGULAR SHOWING STARTS JULY 25 


MTRCH sog G (AB Ags Add) 


Dendy Ba Vits ni Diy Pine 


smenvsacoon (06417-3868 
SHARRY POTTER 5 
TRANSFORMERS 
ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
ITRANSFORMERS 

SDIE HARD 4 

fHARRY POTTER 5 
ÉTIYANAKS. 
dRATATOULLLE/ PARAISO 
smemveumk (45625-84445 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
iHARRY POTTER 5 
SHARRY POTTER 5 
ipie HARD 4 


smernica (0427099770 
(HARRY POTTER 5 
ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
IRATATOUILLE/ DIE HARD 4 
sTRANSFORMERS 
d 


— Hm 
SRANSFORMERS 
IHARRY POTTER S 
2HARRY POTTER 5 
ced iun ERATATOUILLE/ DIE HARD 4 
manaa pueris DT ORNERS 
HARRY POTTER 5 HARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER S __ {HARRY POTTER 5 
eiaa POTIS agpremmnEE Patente 
e ‘HARRY POTTER 5 
STRANSFORMERS ——— ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
$RATATOUILLE/ Tivawaks TIYANAKS ÍTRANSFORMERS 
PAcFORMERS ^ movu — (MUTM-MNT ÍRATATOUILLE/ DIE HARD 4 
SMOCIYMARHAS (04483120137. ÍRATATOUILLE/ TRANSFORMERS SM CITY STA. ROSA paman 
EHARRY POTTER 5 EHARRY POTTER 5 TRANSFORMERS 
ÍTRANSFORMERS ÍHARRY POTTER 5 SPARO UN DI HARD € 
$RATATOUILLE/ DIE HARD 4 DIE HARD 4 {HARRY POTTER 5 
(HARRY POTTER 5 HARRY POTTER 5 


smemvoauno (082/2976998 meme VISAYAS e SEITY CEBU 
E E mimpanao ŁDIE HARD 4 
FRRNERORMERE smemvuono (0392209422 IHARRY POTTER 5 
: E ETRANSFORMERS HARRY POTTER 5 
JHARRY POTTER 5 RATATOUILLE/HARRY POTTER 5 {HARRY POTTER 5 
{DIE HARD 4 iHARRY POTTER 5 SRATATOULLLE/HARRY POTTER 5 
§RATATOUILLE/ TIYANAKS ‘HARRY POTTER 5 §TIYANAKS 
fHARRY POTTER 5 SHARRY POTTER 5 HARRY POTTER 5 
HARRY POTTER 5 TRANSFORMERS 
smonveacamu (0888592884 iTIYANAKS smemvBacomn (034) 708 1010 
EHARRY POTTER 5 SDIE HARD 4 HARRY POTTER 5 
RATATOUILLE TRANSFORMERS Lim mde 
SDIE HARD 4 {ERATATOUILLE/ TRANSFORMERS 
HARRY POTTER 5 {DIE HARD 4 
IGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


10327231.3876 


regrets 


From page El 


dong and Marian 
would make a good 
tandem. 

No, she insisted, 
there was no need to 
start rumors of jeal- 
ousy 

“I am just as sup- 
portive of his career 
as he is of mine. Al- 
though it's great for a 
couple to work in the 
same project togeth- 
er, it's also good to get 
to try new things.” 

And one of those 
new things for Karylle 
is the Cinemalaya 
move “Ligaw Li- 
ham,” directed by 
Emilio ‘Jay’ Abello 
VL 

For this indie pro- 
ject, Karylle didn’t 
have to audition as 
she was handpicked 
by the director. 

To think that she 
almost passed on the 
project because of 
scheduling problems. 

“I was required to 
spend a week in Ba- 
colod and it fell on my 
bithday" she re- 
called. “I had to ask 
permission from {the 
GMA 7 variety show] 
‘SOP Fortunately, we 
ironed out the kinks.” 

"She was my 
choice,” Jay related. 
^| wanted someone 
who exudes a mature 
Kind of beauty.” 

In the movie, 
Karylle plays Karen, a 
young wife and moth- 
er separated from her 
husband who's work- 
ingabroad. 

“Thad to spend my 
birthday (on March 
22) in Bacolod and 
Dingdong didnt get 
to visit me, she 
looked back. “I felt 
lonely, but I used it to 
get more into the 
character" 

Karylle said that 
she had picked up a 
lot of pointers from 
the film's cast and 
crew—mostly theater 
people who trained 
under acclaimed film- 
maker Peque Gallaga. 

“I admire their 
sense of community 
and fellowship," she 
noted. “There's mo 
crab mentality. They 
don't hesitate to share 
their knowledge with 
others. Even though 
Tm an outsider, 1 felt 
so welcome." 

She also fell in love 
with the place—Silay 
City and the sugar 
central of La Carlota. 

So much so that 
she was inspired to 
co-write, with Joey 
Benin of Side A, à 
song entitled "Mi- 
namahal Kita," which 
will be played in the 
the movie's end cred- 
its. 

That song is also 
one of the tracks in 
her upcoming album. 
"T wrote the songs in 
my new album in the 
different places 1 had 
visited: Bacolod, 
Baguio, Tagaytay, La- 
guna, even Aus- 
tralia” 

While she awaits 
the album's comple- 
tion, Karylle is busy- 
ing herself with “Lig- 
aw Liham." 

“Instead of receiv- 
ing a talent fee, we 
opted to become co- 
owners of the film,” 
she recounted. 

Mom Zsazsa Padil- 
la is very excited 
about her new ven- 
ture, Karylle said. 

“She can't wait to 
see it when it pre- 
mieres at the CCP 
(Cultural Center of 
the Philippines) Little 
Theater on July 21 ... 
This is a homecoming 
for me and my mom. 
My first public perfor- 
mance, a ballet 
recital, was also held 
atthe CCR" 


~ PHILIP INP LY INQUIRER. 


MONDAY, JULY 16,2007 ENTER’ p^ NM N 
Thoroughly French METRO MANILA 


THEATERS ASSOCIATION) 
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Tt was marvelous. ER HARRY POTTER: 
Hes a big sar in (» (DER OF THE PHOENIX 
France so Iwas a little 15/48. 3:40. 6:35, 9:30 
seared at first, that he 


a : ITER: 
wouldn't give me my QUEE pan Oren 
space, But he's a very 


SERES oe eines oe 

JELL CENTER. MAKATI — TEL:898-1440741 a 1215. 310.605. 900. 33S 240, 5:35, 6:30] 

generous actor Also, 

Fardworking. We re- SuRSESSESSRARERESRE T GARRY POTTER: 6 (or) 1 70.7 05 CINEPLEX 


Hardworking. eoe | MARRY POTTER TARRY POTTER: i Maso ane 118. 1000] mua 

the actual shoot. AND THE DIE HARD 4.0 AND THE Movies ard schedules o eutject lo change withoul price naton i — 7*1 

you were nominated | TH  PROENX PGI3 E ous Catch the Cineplex Special ke wwa Mion 

for a Cesar (French G 2:00,4:40,720,10:00 G A Blockbuster Gift for all Season 

Oscars), for Best 2:40,5:35,8:30 42:15,3:10,6:05,9:00 The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 

mee étres d a Trest your tamiy and rends i ating movie experiance 

20017 HARRY POTTER | HARRYPOTTER | HARRY POTTER eee ee Praia Theatr Jen — MARRY POTTER“ a ie 

an ne a movie ANDTHE nm ha an mn Tener e n: a rag Cy t a7 (y 
"Meilleur Espoir ORDER OF ORDER OF ORDER oor, Shangri-La Plaza. Ü DIEWARD 4.0 

Feminin (Most | THE PHOENIX THE PHOENIX THE PHOENIX muna Ses Ba Mediae Ciy dm ws POTEER-6 san eres 

Pirie Wang Ac S i5 i EI Ld D anunta | 

tes)" Everyone 145440735. 210505800 4:15,4:10,7:05,10:00 t DELL een | 

thought Id win be- 


Ec QAUM movies & SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO E WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE "mE" dade Cine 


5 teni ctii we ied 
movie was the same as z : peas 
the category. Believe it p E — portent 
i 1 orm 
or not, I didn't want to 7 dus NERA tium. 


des wane POTTEN-S 


win, i was wearin OG 3 isis eer E Sine 
igh heels and. was ILLS CINEMA BRUCE WILLE: Be 


BRULE 
afraid of falling off the eria ie, cars sa aa TOU. 
stage. 


nera 2000 Wert io ra 

utum etie | | nie paza Ginem 

" x ‘acetate | mune eta 

at was it like Esai 

working with Heath r manav POTTER-5 IRAK, 

Ledger in “A Knight's Li 

Tale"? HARRY POTTER 5| MDA 
He wasnt famous j KITE Massy oTER 

ids 

yet at that time. He à pee 

was young and crazy! 1 3 $a j 

But 1 knew he'd be- PROMENADE 

come a great actor. He i: GnEENH TN 

was amazing im arai fo ll 

"Brokeback Moun- 

tain” 


aang ED 


et BRY PO) ete! - a 
What was it ke E à Me [ius mises 
shooting "A Knight's 


p RAM TOC SEG P SAEC Io CE OF RE FR CEA NR LE 722 BR i wem. 


was a small role, but $o59000006508508968809259 
had 12 weeks of 


metropolis 
palis thee ee 


production. — There acc ME 
‘were a lot of people on. 4 pus 
these a vans 
Since 1 grew up TRANSFDRIERS 
watching American Mavors. 
movies, doing ‘A piewano4.c | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
Knights Tale” was im- [itd 
portant to me ... But T = i eimi 
realy tom Wee ESE, Mrd: 
make a big deal out of [UNDERWORLD star KA i "xad 


un THE TERROR iji 
Yowre not so keen i aS Gel A EE MARRYPOTIER-5 | Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
dou woddng m. j i : mass | AO 
Hollywood? E «sd CHICOSCI messo | ars RESERVED 
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there [ees onmy F 4 » JULY 16 / 8PM 
accent, I don't want to 2. PACFIC MALL 
acquire an American T5 ; 5 EASTWOOD ME cine MAGIC) cena n 
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am. | A FREE ADMISSION vena |e mr 
You'd rather be i stus |=" anres 
known as a French 
zr MM Í 5 " Eastwood City Ken] ROMINA 
make it in Hollywood, TEL 4874700 to 74+ 091-8 EWCIT Y " Marae) MID 
you have to make itin. T HARRY POTTER Filinvest | Sous yaasronnes 
c Qe i ew | 1235.340.625. 920 buaa oe, 
rench a H 


FESTIVALI 
like Juliette Binoche, i | 5 " ETE) 
Audrey Tautou and à 3 P Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


Marion Cotillard (of : HARRY POTTER Domi ease |, ed we 
the new Edith Piaf i. MSS 
movie "La Vie en 

Rose") were famous in 


eae 
France before they be- KATE PECK "— 


came wor famous. MARRY POTTER a mT | cinema 2000 Waterman 
‘world-famous. hopik M | “omen ou 

1 dont really care VACANCY z 20,418,710, 1205 ee : 
{about a Hollywood fi AN sane ame mes 


; he ^ J Misi. MISSYPOTIER- E 
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Monson Berma Cinema 
MISSO L 5 (Goes) wa 


HARRY POTTER -5 
SUPERB! One of those movies you hate to see end.” voanyporten-6 | Y dedi 
"ira Lren NICS Heal Ta 2 gor hihi à 


“REMARKABLE! It will stent your heart.” ester | $ meseca 
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GET READY TO FALL IN LOVE ON WEDNESDAY € 9.9 » * » eee e 


21st Century Disco. 
— 
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1Thorou ighiy F French 


1 Although she has shared 

| the screen with Heath 

| Ledger, French Bond girl 
Bérénice Bejo isn’t 
‘desperate’ to go 
Hollywood 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


THIS FRENCH BOND GIRL HAS SHARED 
the screen with Heath Ledger. 

‘The star of “OSS 117: Cairo, Nest of Spies," 
Bérénice Bejo, played Christiana, the 
princess’ best friend, in “A Knight’s Tale” in 
2001. 

Bérénice, who is in the country with “OSS” di- 
rector Michel Hazanavicius, told Inqumen Enter- 
tainment that she's proud of her work in that 
Hollywood movie, but would rather be known 
asa French acuess. 

Don't get her wrong; she actually loves US 
films. 

In fact, she patterned her “OSS” character, 
Larmina the French Bond's secretary after the 
great leading ladies of 1950s 
and 1960s Hollywood. E 

She had nothing but 
praises for Michel, whom she 
described as a “collaborative 
filmmaker” 

She pointed out that 
working with him was fun. 
So much so that Michel 
eventually became her 
boyfriend after the shoot. 

"Thats another story” she 
said, laughing. 

During the interview 
Bérénice constantly made 
funny faces at who 
ceaselessly took her pictures. 

Obviously she's his muse. 


What was the challenge of 
doing “OSS”? 

The biggest challenge was being like the ac- 
tresses of 1950s and 1960s Hollywood: Kim No- 
vak, Katharine and Audrey Hepburn. 1 wanted 
to walk and talk like them. 

1 couldn't slouch while sitting. 1 had to be 
poised all the time. They also talked differently. 
‘They used a lot of words. 


TKAW. ang BISOR: Mga artista ang dako 
- ng gawain bilang MANGGAGAWA! 


Sa pinaksbagbne, comedy reality show- 


tawang eksena ng buha 


WITH Jean Dujardin in “OSS” 


BERENICE BEJO PHOTO BY MARTINMACALINTAL 


To prepare, did you watch a lot of 1950s 
movies? 
My dads a film buff, so 1 
watched a lot of old Holly- 
‘wood movies as a kid. 1 had 
the images of these elegant 
leading ladies in my mind. 


What was it like working 
with Michel? 

Hespread alot oflove and 
respect on the set. Other di- 
rectors act as if they dont 
need other people. Not 
Michel. He gave time to ev- 
eryone. He listened to every- 
one, 

Tes good to work that way 
because, as an actor, you feel 
confident. 

This was my first big com- 
edy and Learned a lot from the cast and crew. 

‘Comedy is a matter of rhythm. Timing has to 
be precise. After a while, I leamed to just let go 
and trust that the director will make it funny 


What wasit like working with lead actor Jean 
Dujardin? 
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hing —domtget carried away with 
this 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
dune 20): Pessimism 
is rampant today. If 
you suddenly fed 
Gown, dont worry: 
milions of people are right there. 
‘with you. Fortunately, this is a 
Meeting ting. Cheer up. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
duly 22}: You might 
feel broke today 
However, you have to 
admit that you often 
worry about money. Thats be- 
‘cause you're quite frugal and your 
Security matters a lot to you. 
LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You might feet a 
sense of loneliness or 
isoiaton today. 
Somehow you fes 
at ott trom others. Don't take this 
seriously, because irs gone by to- 


‘morrow. 
6 practicaly anything 

Today. Don feed this 
energy. | guarantee that your wor- 
ies wil diminish hugely by tomor- 
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VIRGO (Aag. 23 to 
Sept. 2}: 1'5 easy 10 
et tco worried about 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


MAesusuor Ako NG 
MGA ENVIRONMENTALIST 
TSHIRTS! 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're passionate about life because you're a roman- 
tic at neart. You want everything around you to be wonderful and exct- 
ing (You love to be in ove.) Youre nurturing and caring with others 


is fanciful side, you're practical and 


ential change Tor you, perhaps as sig- 
Birthdate of: Wil Ferrel, actor, Michael Fiatiey. dancer/choreographer, 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22): An older 
friend or acquain- 
tance might be tical 
of you today. Try not 

to react. This is just par for the 

course forthe stars today. 
‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Wor. 21): You might 
fed guily about 
something or worried 
about pleasing au- 
thorty figures, bosses and parents 
today, Don't even go there. By to- 
morrow, everyiing looks difer- 
ent. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

22 to Dec. 21}: Some 

kind cf bel struo- 

ture or religion might 
conflict with what you 


want to do today. Or perhaps you 
feel sn obligation to someone? Go 


9 

? from a partner or 

someone eise, you 

might be disappointed today. You 

might even think that the other 

person is being kind of cheap. By 
Tomorrow, things look ditlerent. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 

Feb. 18): I you're dis- 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): If you're 
expecting something 


cause you fed you 
want more than youre getting. 
However, this is just today’s point 
of view. Tomorrow things look di- 


ferent. 
© Jot today by picking 

routine, boring work 
You're in the frame of mind to be 
able to handle this Kind of thing. 
(And R needs to be done.) 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
Mareh 20): You actu- 
aly can accomplish a 
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Fans out in force at Europe’s ‘Star Wars’ convention 


LONDON—THE FORCE IS STRONG 
in the east London docklands as “Star 
Wars" fans flock to the second day of 

+ the giant European convention Satur- 
day celebrating 30 years of the epic 
sci-fi saga. 

Security is more visible in the British 
capital these days but commuters could 
be forgiven their bemused double takes at 


told AFP through his breath mask. 

“J do scare some of the smaller chil- 
dren though—and some ofthe ladies,” 
admitted the black-clad villain. 

“Ies fantastic to be here and be part. 
of it,” said the Dark Lord of the Sith, 
who is otherwise Belgian soft drinks 
firm worker Clint van Maerke, 36. 

‘There were giant queues in the au- 


tograph hall, with Mark Hamill, who 
played the central character Luke 
Skywalker, proving the most popular 
despite the 85-pound (173-dollar) 
price tag for his signature. 


D eam ENS JULY 25 mnl 


THE STAR or "JUST MY LUCK" IS BACK IN ANOTHER 
HEART-WARMING ROMANTIC-COMEDY 


Hamill, who starred in the original 
trilogy, later gave an hour-long talkto |... 


thrilled fans in the packed 2,000-seat 
theater. AFP 


EDDIE KAYE ANJALI 


E 


aas CHRIS PINE 3A 


seeing Imperial storm 
troopers riding the 
London Underground. 

An estimated 
50,000 fans are ex- 
pected to attend the 
three-day — "Str 
Wars” Celebration 
Europe at the ExCeL, 
exhibition center, 
which at times re- 
sembles Mos Eisley 
spaceport given the 
intergalactic species 
milling about and the 
background hum of 
swishing lightsabres. 

A wealth of actors, 
props, memorabilia, 
merchandise and ex 
hibits lie in wait for 
those descending on 
the fifth official giant 
convention, the first 
tobe held outside the 
United States. 


Well-loved film 

One of the most 
well-loved film series 
ever, George Lucas’ 
six-film space fantasy 
revolutionized the 
way movies are mar- 
keted and is still evi- 
dently cherished by 
legions of fans happy 
to lose themselves in 
the shy Californian's 
alternative, ever-ex- 
panding galaxy 

Fans came to team 
up Friday with fellow 
“Star Wars" nuts, 
many dressed as 
characters from the 
movies, such as Jedi 
knights, stormtroop- 
ers, Darth Vader, M 
Chewbacca, and à 
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‘Die Hard 4.0’ resurrects ’80s-style action | 


10S ANGELES—"DIE HARD 4.0 
(Live Free or Die Hard)” is the 
sort of movie you approach like 
last years "Basic Instinct 2" or 
"Rocky Balboa." 

You go in expecting the worst 
and figure you'll at least get some 

"laughs out of seeing an aging pro- 

Ftagonist embarrassingly trying to 

Zreclaim old glory. 

Luckily for Bruce Willis and the 
audience, his die-hard cop stil 

has a lot of yippee-ki-yay in him, 
nearly 20 years after the first ‘Die 
Hard.” 

‘This fourth installment in the 
franchise, the first since 1995's 
{Die Hard With a Vengeance,” is 
Tihe sort of generally welcome sur- 
‘prise that “Rocky Balboa” turned 
“out to be, a reacquaintance with 

an old friend you didn’t think you 
would like anymore, but do. 

Lets be clear. "Die Hard 4.0" is 
silly outlandish and painfully im- 
plausible, and it grows more so as 
director Len Wiseman revs up the 
climactic action sequences to pre- 
osterous extremes. 


Yet for a pure summer power 
trip, its a decent throwback to 
the pure-brawn heyday of Willis 
and Amold Schwarzenegger, an 
agreeable respite from todays 
cartoon-like ballets of computer- 
generated action. 

This time out, Willis’ John Mc- 
Clane still wisecracks, but he's 
much more a stoic hard case than 
the yammering clown of earlier 
years. Divorced and disillu- 
sioned, McClane still takes 
his job as a New York 
City detective seriously, 
and he does it well. 

One night, while stak- 
ing out his college-age 
daughter, Lucy (Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead), to 
make sure her date keeps his 
hands to himself, McClane is dis- 
patched to pick’ up a computer 
hacker and deliver him to the FBI 
in Washington for questioning. 

Computer geek Matt Farrell 
(ustin Long) is one of many digi- 
tal wizards the feds want to ques- 
tion after the bureau's cyber-se- 


REVIEW 


curity division is hacked. 
‘Moments after McClane shows 
up at Matt's door, assassins bom- 
bard the apartment with gunfire, 
setting off a long July Fourth 
weekend for the cop and the 
hacker as they chase around try- 
ing to stay ahead of the bad guys 
and figure out who's behind a 
computer incursion that cripples 
the nation. 
"Traffic signals go berserk, fi 
nancial markets crash, air- 
planes are grounded, 
electricity is cut and 
federal buildings are 
evacuated because of 
false anthrax alarms. 
With all their equip- 
ment and digital know- 
how, the feds, led by FBI guy 
Bowman (Cliff Curtis), are virtu- 
ally hapless in tracking down the 
mastermind, bitter security ex- 
pert Thomas Gabriel (Timothy 
Olyphant). 
So of course, it’s left to Mc- 
Clane, an analog dinosaur who 
barely grasps the concept of cell 


phones, to hunt the man down, 
aided by sidekick Farrell 

Ridiculous as the action scenes 
are, the early ones are a clever, 
thrilling blend of digital imagery 
and old-fashioned muscle. The 
first two-thirds of the movie 
builds up enough good will that 
viewers may play along when di- 
rector Wiseman (the "Under- 
world” movies) goes off the deep 
end with some insanely excessive 
stunts in the final act. 

‘Among the highlights is a 
death-match between bruiser 
McClane and Gabriel's lover and 
accomplice (Maggie Q), a lethal 
martial-arts fighter. 

With McClane taking blows 
that should leave him for dead, 
their duel accentuates the impos- 
sible levels to which the filmmak- 
ers take their die-hard notion 
McClane is less a human than an 
unstoppable, “Terminator’-style 
cyborg, continually bouncing 
back with another punch and a 
new joke. 

Willis shows nothing he hasn't 


shown a dozen times before, but 
he does it all well, delivering 
steely stares, writhing in pain and 
complaining in muttered solilo- 
quy about his lot in life. 

He and Long develop a nice fa- 
ther-son camaraderie through 
their adventures, while Winstead 
fills in for the absent Bonnie Be- 
delia, McClane's wife from the 
first two movies, playing the 
spunky damsel inevitably drawn 
into the peril. 

Filmmaker Kevin Smith adds 
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Alot more 
desperate 
than usual 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
‘Contributor 


. NOW ON ITS THIRD SEASON, THE POPU- 

Jar “Desperate Housewives" series feels more, 
2 well, desperate than usual, as far as its story 

lines are concerned. 

1. The show, created by Marc Cherry has been a 
+ fan favorite program that balanced its dramatic, 

comedic and murder mystery aspects, while de- 
= veloping four generally unsatisfied female figures. 
£ The blues and challenges of post-marital, subur- 

‘ban bliss have been carefully and enjoyably de- 

Picted prior to this, but the current season (cur- 
;rendy unfolding over Studio 23) feels like a less 
$ significant déja vu ofits preceding ones. 
$- The core components are still there: Lynette 
Í (Felicity Huffman) has to juggle her marriage and 
$ work duties; klutzy Susan (Teri Hatcher) is sil 

waiting for the perfect man; 

hasbeen runway model 
Gabrielle (Eva Longoria) is 

the unhappy manipulatrix, 
control freak Bree (Marcia 
Cross) mus repetitively 

Y deal with the havoc that her 
$ family wreaks. These have remained constant, 
d the character parameters have allowed for a 
eonsistent, simukaneous exploration of such 

7 archetypal women. 

1." J6s gotten easier to predict the outcomes of 
Ziome of the individual stories, but there are still 
‘ome good things that make it worth watching 
hile there isnt a dark crime puzzle similar or 
equal to the debut season's, the shows long-run- 
7 ning mystery angle involving Bree's current lover 
* Orson (Kyle MacLachlan) gets cleanly resolved 

early, 

"This particular arc has gotten quite tedious 

; with the appearance of the typical soap elements. 
3 But the addition of Orson, a dentist who matches 
* Brees obsessive compulsive impulses, and their 
* seemingly perfect relationship, are things that can 

be explored further 
Also, the reappearance of Bree's wayward teen 
on Andrew (Shawn Pyfrom) is a welcome treat 

«Alter the “evil Andrew" angle has played out (it 

‘chlminated in his seduction of Bree'sex-sex addict 

edu last season), it was good to see the gay son 

“ahd his mom start over and heal, finally "Good" 

"Andrew isn't as interesting a character as his pre- 

vious misbehaving version, however but the 

, change sa natural one. That bad boy void is filed 

"by another young hotte, Austin (Josh Hender- 

son). A nephew of Edies, (Nicollette Sheridan), 

‘Austin is the consummate ladies man who inad- 

vertently causes trouble for the shows young 
women characters, including Susan's daughter 

Julie (Andrea Bowen). 

The better episodes are those near the eventful 
Vieason ender and while there are some happy 
endings for the nonce, undreamed-of chaos, of 
course, will make these relationships interesting 


ie 
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again. 
It does feel like it goes around in cirdes at 

mes. Irs still good that Mary Alice's (Brenda 
‘ Strong) voiceover narration ties up a specific 

theme each episode, but yes, “Desperate House- 
1 wives” can sometimes get a tad tiresome. 
{Still select episodes prove that the show is es- 
* capist enough. Undeniably it's still reflective of 
* certain realities like infidelity, personal quests for 
{ happiness or validation, health situations, and fa- 
$ milial dysfunctions. I's still very much a show that 
1 many women, and even men, can identify with 


an amusing bit part as a distrust- 


Hard.” 


MONDAY, JULY 16, 2007 


BRUCE Willis in “Die Hard 4.0” 


ful computer nerd holed up in a 
“command center” in his mom's 
basement. 

While Olyphant is adequate as 
the ruthless, calculating Gabriel, 
he suffers a similar fate as 
William Sadler and Jeremy Irons, 
the villains of the second and 
third “Die Hard” flicks: Namely, 
that no one seems like a truly 
worthy opponent for McClane af- 
ter the deliciously flamboyant 
performance of bad guy Alan 
Rickman in the original “Die 
David Germain, AP 


Exceptional screenplays are just waiting to be produced 


ONCE EVERY PREDICTABLE 
while, film fora discuss the tra- 
vails of the local movie indus- 
try, and somebody stoutly de- 
clares that one of the reasons 
Filipino films are in such a bad 
state is the "fact" that there 
aren't any good screenplays to 
turn into even better films. 

What a shallow, cynical 
load of hoo-hah. 

The fact is that there are 
quite a number of wonderful 
scripts out theré that would 
make great films—but pro- 
ducers and filmmakers don’t 
want to put them in produc- 
tion because they arent 
“commercial.” 

Unfortunately, “commer- 
cial” is such a subjective stan- 
dard that discussions about it 
aren't very productive. Fact 
is, some “uncommercial” 
movies have become big 
hits—"Tinimbang Ka Ngunit 
Kulang,” "Jose Rizal,” "Tang- 
ing Yaman"—and many “com- 
mercial” films have flopped 
big time at the box office. 

So, what are we really deal- 
ing with here? Some produc- 


ers and filmmakers are simply 
too untalented or lazy to 
come up with anything other 
than the knee-jerk commer- 
cial stuff they chur out. 

So, why do we even pay at- 
tention to them? Because 
they've got the money to 
bankroll productions, and 
without them, good scripts 
would remain ^ unpro- 
duced—and the Filipino 
movie audience would be the 
poorer for it. 

Well, that used to be the 
case. These days, however, 
digital filmmaking has drasti- 
cally lowered film budgets, so 
ifs now more possible for 
heretofore unproduced but 
good screenplays to finally 
see the light of cinema. 

One example: We've been 
judging writing tilts for many 
years, so we have a good idea 
of the fine but unproduced 
contest winners out there. 
We've been trying to get film 
people interested in shooting 
them, but the results have not 
been as productive as we 
would want them to be. 


U. Torre. 


Recently, however, one of 
the good scripts we've been 
citing, "Tambolista," was put 
into production by Adolf Alix 
Jr. Thats one more for the 
good guys! 

It’s instructive to note that 
"Tambolista" won in a nation- 
al scripting contest 10 years 
ago. So writers need to be re- 
ally patient—but, for some of 
them, talent will eventually 
come into its own. 

Speaking of 10-year-old 
scripts, Mary Ann Bautista 
wrote "Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo" 
more than a decade ago and it 
was bought by Star Cinema, 
but it was finally produced 
only last year. 

The fact that it became a 
top grosser in the 2006 Metro 
Manila Film Fest has encour- 


aged producers to look into 
“old” but good screenplays, 
and we have been asked to 
suggest some deserving titles 
to them. 

We're happy to oblige, and 
we hope that, in the next few 
months, we'll be seeing other 
fine but heretofore ignored 
scripts finally shown as fin- 
ished films, for everyone to 
enjoy and benefit from. 

There aren’t any good film 
scripts worthy of production? 
What a canard, what a cynical 
insult to the Filipino 
scriptwriter 

He isn’t the problem, some 
other movie people are—and 
it’s great that the digital film 
wave is finally rending them 
moot and academic in the es- 
sential effort to get excep- 
tional scripts produced. 
Screenwriters, take heart: 
Now, more of them can—and 
have. 


‘The Invasion’ 

Alien body snatchers strike 
again in “The Invasion,” 
which stars the topnotch stel- 


lar tandem of Nicole Kidman 
and Daniel Craig. In the sus- 
pense thriller directed by 
Oliver Hirschbiegel, the mys- 
terious crash of a space shut- 
tle leads to the terrifying dis 
covery that there is some- 
thing alien within the wreck- 
age. Those who come in con- 
tact with it are changed in 
ominous and inexplicable 
ways. It attacks its vietims 
while they are 
asleep—prompting Kidman 
to stay awake long enough to 
find her young son, who may 
hold the key to stopping the 
devastating invasion. 


‘Surf's Up 

From the makers of “Toy 
Story 2” comes “Surf's Up," 
an animated action-comedy 
about the high-octane world 
of competitive surfing. In the 
movie, teen surfer Ruckhop- 
per, a penguin, competes in a 
big surf off tilt. He's out to 
win, but eventually realizes 
that a true winner isn’t al- 
ways the one who comes in 
first. 


Rock band contest holds weekly finals 


‘THE FIRST LEG OF THE JIM 
Beam Ignition Rock Band con- 
test had entries playing diverse 
styles such as pop, funk, metal 
and alternative rock. 

The contest is still open to 
unsigned bands with at least 
three members and who 
have written one original 
song. 

‘Weekly finals will be held on 
July 20 (Canto Bar Davao) and 
July 27 (Pier One Subic). The 
grand finals is on Aug. 3 at 
Hard Rock Cafe. 

Winners in the weekly finals 
will receive P10,000. The 
grand finals champion will get 
P100,000 and an album deal 
with Warner Music Philip 
pines. 

Call 667-3333. 


Gigs at Ratsky 

Ratsky Malate cele- 
brates its eighth an- 
niversary with the fol- 
lowing shows: Miguel 
Escueta (July 19 and 
26); Randy Santiago 
with Six Part Invention alter- 
nating (July 20); Jericho Ros- 
ales with Jeans (July 21); K & 
D'Boxers (July 28). 

Ratsky Morato Ave. joins the 
celebration with Kamikazee 
and Mojofly (July 19); Hale 
Guly 20); 6Cyclemind (July 
26), Randy Santiago (July 14, 
21and28). 

Call Rastky Malate at 523- 
8608 to 09 and Morato 373- 
9882 to 83 or visit the website 
wwwratskybar.com 

Erik Santos, Rufa Mae Quin- 
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KINKY HOOTERS 


to, Christian Bautista and 
Rachel Ann Go are featured in 
"Love Birds," a dinner show at 

the Fiesta Pavillion 
of Manila Hotel on 
August 4, 7:30 
pm. 

Jobert Sucaldito 
directs with Homer 
Flores as musical 
director. 

The CompanY 
wraps up its two-month con- 
cert series at the Captain’s Bar 
of Mandarin Oriental Hotelon 
July 20,9 p.m. 

The shows, held to pro- 
mote the group's 17th al- 
bum, “Destination: Bossa,” 
were so successful that a re- 
DR PHILIPPINE RIVERS, NO. M^ 
Vp Eastwood Ci 


peat performance is already 
scheduled on August 25 at 
the same venue. 

Tickets are available at all 
‘Tickerworld outlets (Music 
Museum, Mandarin Oriental, 
National Bookstore and LBC 
ticket outlets), or log on to 
wwrwtickerworid.com.ph 


Environmental concert 
Juan Rodrigo and Nonoy Zu- 


figa are among the performers 
in a free concert for the envi- 
ronment on July 31 at the Poly- 
technic University of the 
Philippines (PUP) Gym. 

The event, organized by the 
NOW. Movement and Re- 
source Center for Philippine 
Rivers, will also discuss the Ze 
ro Waste Management Pro- 
gram. 


Theater debut 

“Star in a Million” singing 
champion Frenchie Dy makes 
her professional theater debut 
in Atlantis Productions’ staging 
of the hit musical “Avenue Q," 
opening on Aug. 17 at the Mer- 
alco Theater 

Call 892-1078. 


Farewell shows 

The Cascades will hold a se- 
ries of farewell performances 
starting Aug. 3 at the Aliw The- 
ater, CCP Complex, Pasay. 

Other concert dates include 
Aug. 9 (Centro, Legenda Hotel, 
Subic Bay Freeport), Aug, 10 
(Hyatt Hotel and Casino Mani- 
la), Aug. 11 (Casino Filipino- 
Angeles City), Aug. 12 (Casino 
Filipino-Tagaytay City), Aug. 
14 (Capiz Auditorium, Roxas 
City), Aug. 17 (Cebu Interna- 
tional Convention Center) and 
Aug. 19 (Limketkai Mall, Ca- 
gayan de Oro City). 

Call 891-9999. 


Tonight 
Art Manuntag at RJTV Bar. 
Call 899-1658 


Family Affair at Merk's 


Bistro 


Tomorrow 

Dale Adriatico at RJTV Bar. 
Call 899-1658 

Aretha and Souled Out Band 
at Merk's Bistro 

Call 757-4720 & 757-4721. 


July 18 

Instrumental Nite at RJTV 
Bar. Call 899-1658 

Maegan Aguilar with Blush 
at UCC Park Cafe, Glorietta 

Richard Merk and Friends at 
Merk's Bar 


July 19 
NATF and Breaking Silence 
at RJTV Bar. Call 899-1658 


FRENCHIE DY 
The Groove at Merk's Bar 
July 20 


RJ and Moonstrucks at 
RJTV Bar. Call 899-1658 


Route 70 at Merk’s Bar 
July21 


Joey Bautista of Mullato at 
UCC Park Cafe, Glorietta 
Family Affair at 

Bistro 


Merk's 


July zs 

Art Manuntag at RJTV Bar. 
Call 899-1658 

Family Affair at 
Bistro 


July 24 

Dale Adriatico at RJTV Bar. 
Call 899-1658 

‘Aretha and Souled Out Band 
at Merk’ Bistro 


July 25 

Instrumental Nite at RJTV 
Bar. Call 899-1658 

Maegan Aguilar with Blush 
at UCC Park Cafe, Glorietta 

Richard Merk and Friends at 
Merk’s Bar 


July 26 
NATF and Breaking Silence 
at RJTV Bar. Call 899-1658. 
The Groove at Merk's Bar 


July 27 

‘Tenor Sal Malaki with guest 
violinist Joseph Valdes at the 
Meralco Theater 

RJ and Moonstrucks at 
RJTV Bar. Call 899-1658 

Route 70 at Merks Bar 


July 28 
Joey Bautista of Mullato at 
UCC Park Cafe, Glorietta 
Family Affair at Merks 
Bistro 


Merk's 


CASCADES 
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‘Ratatouille’ previews 
“RATATOUILLE” HOLDS SPECIAL SNEAK 
previews today 

and tomorrow at E 

selected theaters. 

The film tells Ẹ, 
the story of a rat 
named Remy who 
dares to dream 
the impossible 
dream of becom- 
ing a gourmet 
chef in a five-star 
French — restau- 
rant, 

Together with a  down-and-out 
garbage boy named Linguini, the pair 
‘carves their own imaginative path to be- 
coming the greatest chef in Pars, 

Recently given a “G” rating by the 
Movie and Television Review and Classi- 
fication Board (MTR- 
CB) "Ratatouille" 
opens in local the- 
aters on July 25, dis- 
tributed by Buena 
Vista International 
through Columbia 
Pictures, 


ooo CMEI 


That included $12 million from 
screenings that started at midnight Tues- 
day. 

"The sequel from Time Warner Ine, unit 
"Warner Bros. topped the previous 
Wednesday record of $40.4 million for 
2004's “Spider-Man 2," according to 
box-office tracker Media By Numbers. 

AP 


‘Idol’ apparel 

LOS ANGELES—Their singing voice 
might make Simon cringe and their two 
left feet might not endear them to Paula, 
but the chance for ‘American Idol” fans 
to look like an Idol could still be in the 
stars. 

‘Aline of rock ‘n’ roll-inspired clothing 
for girls and tweens hits mass-market re- 
tailers next February, as FremantleMe- 
dia, producers of the hit television show 

“American Idol"—which is judged by 


Cone t 


HARRY POTTER 5 


11:807 12:30 / 1:110 / 2:00 / 2:20 


5:20 / 4:00 / 4:20 / 4:50 


8:10 / 6:10 / 6:60 / 7:10 / 7:40 


5:00 / 9:00 / 9:40 / 10:00 
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ROUNDUP 


Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul and Randy 
Jackson—penned the deal with Lyric 
Jeans inc. 

The Los Angeles-based company is 
known for its premium clothing adorned 
with iconic song lyrics, from "Revolu- 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Phillip Salvador, Rez Cortez, Ronnie 
Ricketts and Tirso Cruz I. 

The team of Congressmen is com- 
posed of Representatives Albert Gar- 
cia, Baham Mitra, Ben Noel, Boy 
Umali, Gilbert Remulla, Joel Villanue- 


va, Mark Enverga, Procy Alcala, Ro- 
man Romulo, Sonny Angara and Tim- 
my Chipeco. : 

Sponsored by Senate President Maniy 
Villar and Rep. Cynthia Villar, the games 
start at3 p.m. 
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tion" by The Beatles to “Stayin” 
Alive” by the Bee Gees. 
Reuters 


Celebrity sports 

Today, the Sports Center of 
Metropolis Alabang invites the 
public to a sports extravaganza 
‘on the hard court as the All 
Star Team faces a team of law- 
makers. 

The All Star Team is com- 
posed of Bembol Roco, 
Christopher de Leon, Ian Ven- 
eracion, James Blanco, Jestoni 
Alarcon, Onyok Velasco, 


'mersPlaza 


ONLY CINEPLEX IN THE COUNTRY: 
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENC 


RATATOUILLE DIE HARD 4 
1940 
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‘Potter’ hits 
$44.8M 


LOS ANGE- 
les—The boy wizard 
still has a magic 
touch at the box of- 
fice. 


2:10/ 5:05 / 800 2:301310/580. 
RATATOUILLE 
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HARRY POTTER 5 


HARRY 5 


“lem SDDS 


“Harry — Potter 
and the Order of 
the Phoenix" took 
in $44.8 million in 
its first day, the 
best single-day 
gross ever for a 
movie on a Wednes- 
day. 


LIVE! 


For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www ticketnet com ph. 


ARANETA COLISEUM . 


Www.aranetacoliseum.com 


ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK 


UGUST 19 SUN/7PM RAIN OR SHINE 


FROM THE DISTRIBUTOR OF SAM RAIMI'S "THE GRUDGE” & “THE RING" 
& JAMES CAMERON'S "THE ALIEN" 


_ THE LAST NOISE 
THAT YOU LL HEAR 
. ISTHE SOUND OF YOUR 
SCREAM, 


" WHITE NOISE 
. THE LIGHT 


‘THERE ARE ON AVERAGE 774 NEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES IN THE USA EVERY DAY. 
BO% OF PEOPLE REPORT SEEING A BLINDING WHITE LIGHT 
BEFORE BEING BROUGHT BACK FROM THE DEAD. 


‘SOMETIMES THEY DON'T COME BACK ALONE. 


g 07:18:07 


AT THE CINEMAS 


AT THE MALLS N 
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‘Move schedulos may change witout prior os For vetaon, lese call 729-7777 


Glorietta - 752-7272 
Groanbat 757 4853 to 54 


‘Alabang Town Gentar - 42 2782: 72 1860 
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Avida Home Expo 
July 20 to 22, 2007 
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Brazilian Latino Jazz Night 
July 18, 2007 at Greenbelt 2 
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Electroworld Exhibit 
July 13 to 22, 2007 
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‘Accounting Quiz Bow! 
July 18, 2007 
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Be among the first to watch 
at regular admission price 
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Ayala MUSEUM 


BPI Appliance Madness 
July 6 to 22, 2007 


ONSTAGE - Thè perfect špót for concerts, stage plays. 
& coporate events Is now accepting Bookirigs for May to July 2007 : 
ai 152-1962 oF TET. 5 2» 
eas 22.2 gf 
p: REED 
pira Great liio Painter Exhibit + Jüne 18 io Jii 8, 2008 
Plongers of Philippine Art «una 1619 January 8; 2008.“ ” 
FP ore into, pls call 767-7417 to 21 ác. 14 or amali museum, inquryQsytlemüseumorg - 


BARBIE BIRTHDAY BASH 
July 4 (2PM & 4PM) at the Activity Center. 


HUMAN'S RICO BLANCO EXHIBIT 
July 2 to 15 (Mall Hours) at the 1st Level Exhibit Area 


Time for a slice of comedy with great taste. 


Collect all fans and bag tags! 


1 BAG TAG AND 1 FAN 
FOR EVERY P3OO NEW OR RELOAD POWERCARD PURCHASE 


2 BAG TAGS AND 3 FANS 
ron tvi P580 NEW OR RELOAD POWERCARD PURCHASE 


JULY 16 (Mon.) & 17 (Tue.) 


GLORIETTA 4 
MARKET! MARKET! 
TRINOMA 


For scroaning schedula, ple. cal 728-7777. 
Log on to wnisuaceata com for wob rosrvaton 
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Promo Period: July 15 - August 31, 2007 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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By Pocholo Concepcion Patrick Reidenbach announced that 
It was a focal irowo iran wes a en 
P leal with the Gweilos Group, 
point Of the querconccuws HAT WASA is being run by former Dredd 
Pi focal point of the Pinoy alterna. habitués. Reidenbach said he had 
IMOY tive music scene in the 1990s is yet to put up the signage and dress 
1 back in business. ‘up the place, but Dredd's gig sched- 
alternative "Gub Dredd, once known as the ues are already known among In- 
H +  homeoftheEraserheads,ParokyaNi ternet chat groups. 
MUSIC SCENE 1D Edgar, The Youth, The Teeth, Colorit Seems old regulars are in for a 
Red and other such bands at the surprise. Reidenbach promised a 
the 1990s—and tine recentyreopened withoutfan- better sound system, efficient air 
EE 2. fare. It’s new address: 2nd floor, conditioners and clean rest rooms. 
it’s back in. Gweios Eastwood, Libis, Quezon Food, which was almost non-exis- 
2 City. tent in the old Dredd, is now served 
business On is website, Dredd owner by the kitchen and bar of the Gwei- 
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E-mail: entertainment@inguirer:com.ph 


Text us your feedbacks 
inquirer entrar aglcymenage 
2007 (Gabe) or 203 Sar) 


A YOUNG Cooky Chua and Color It Red perform at Club Dredd 


Timog, Quezon City 
los Group. 
Colorful past 

The original Chub 
Dredd located on Tim- 
og, Quezon City had a 
colorful, storied past. It 
was first called Red 
Rocks, owned by seven 
alumni of the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines 
Diliman. When de 
place opened in 1987, 
friends found the main 
room upstairs hot and 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN KUNAWICZ 
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daussophobie, as it BLUES singer Binky Lampano jams onstage 


could comfortably hold 

only about 50 people. The chairs 
looked straight out of kindergarten 
school. 

But what mattered to the clients 
were the struggling, unsigned bands 
who, tthe time, had very few choic- 
sof places to perform in—especial- 
ly since other dubs didn't tolerate 
Original songs to be played during 
sigs 

Red Rocks welcomed these bands 
that hungered for an audience and 
didnt mind the low pay from the 
cover charge of P10 per head. 

‘These bands were either cheered 
or heckled by a couple of outspoken 
resident critics —UP Masscom pro- 
fessor Gerry Peralta and future Yano 
business manager Arthur Pimentel 

Tr was at Red Rocks that Joey Ay- 
ala performed his first few gigs out- 
side of Davao to an overwhelmed, 
jam-packed crowd. The gigs 
stretched to three successive week- 
ends. 

Financial straits 

But financial straits forced the 
‘owners to dose the dub in 1990. 
One night, a co-owner was so drunk 
and frustrated that he nearly burned. 
down the place by throwing a Molo- 
tov cocktail onstage. It was depress- 
ing 
But Reidenbach, who was then 
supplying the clubs audio equip- 
ment, thought the whole setup was 
‘worth saving, He took over as new 
owner with first Eraserheads man- 
ager Rob Sunico as business parner. 
‘Anew name for the place was need- 
ed, though. They called it Club 
Dredd, after a comic book character, 
“Judge Dredd” (the movie version 
starred Sylvester Stallone). 

The Eraserheads got signed on 
the basis of a live audition one after- 
noon at Dredd, arranged by record 
producer Ed Formoso and attended 
by BMG Records executives Buddy 
Medina and Vic Valenciano. The 
band members looked incredulous 
when Medina asked them, ‘Ano is- 
usuot niyo pag lumabas kayo sa TV?" 

One of the E-heads replied, “E di 
‘Fshirtat maong. 

The remark was a portent of 
things to come—that a whole army 
of independent, strong-willed musi- 
cans would breathe new life to the 
indusuy by recording albums that 
sold bigtime. 


Word of mouth 

Dredd began attracting more 
people through word of mouth and 
creative promo gimmicks instigated 


by Dyna Records am director 
Dodong Viray who would later be- 
come co-manager of Alamid, Color 
It Red, Siakol and several other 
bands. Viray and cohort Jing Garcia 
published a fanzine for Dredd, pho- 
tocopied on the sly after office hours 
in Dyna. He also controlled the club's 
schedule of performances and led 
brainstorming sessions on what to 
call the nightly gigs: "I Dont Like 
Mondays,” "The Best of Huwebes," 
“Rock Ash Usual” (a fundraiser for 
victims of the Mt. Pinatubo erup- 
tion), ete 

On weekends, Monsour del 
Rosario brought along his then girl- 
friend, Dawn Zulueta, to watch Col- 
or It Red. Chin-Chin Gutierrez also. 
used to drop in with some friends 
late at night Veronica Pedrosa 
dragged along her boss Gabby Lopez. 
to watch her boyfriend Binky Lam- 
pano. 

Francis M jammed with the Jerks. 
‘The most disparate acis, from Edru 
Abraham's Kontra-Gapi to Lyn Sher- 
man and the Ugoy-Ugoy Band, also 
played there. Dredd became the 
place to go for live music one 
wouldnt hear anywhere else (with 
the exception of Mayrics in Espana 
and later, 70s Bistro in Project 2). 


Relocation. 

n 1993, the usual snag—cash 
flow problems plaguing a small 
dub pushed Reidenbach to dose 
Dredd. That was temporary, though, 
because a year later it would open in 
a bigger location on Km. 19 EDSA, 
Cubao, with Apa Ongpin as business 
partner. 

The scene got bigger, too, in time 
with Dredds relocation. Vic del 
Rosario showed up one night to 
check out and possibly sign Yano, re- 
sulting in a bidding war among four 
record labels. Parokya Ni Edgar 
made its first stage appearance, 
dressed in circus costumes 
singing about Kuya Germs and 
"Thats Entertainment.” Pepe Smith, 
just out of jail, held his homecoming 
gig and grossed a princely sum of 
P36,000 in one night. 

Bur good times had to end once 
more in 1998, when Dredd closed 
for a second time. Reidenbach said 
he had to let go and attend to the 
family business. And the band scene 
was also showing signs of satura- 
tion. 

"Today there is another generation 
of new and talented bands waiting 
to get a piece of the action. Will 
Dredd survive a third incarnation? 


WRITER Karen Kunawicz, extreme right, shares good times with 


friends at Club Dredd. 
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Ge 
Welcome 
to our Expo! 


EVERY YEAR, WE HAVE ENDEAVORED 
to hold the Corporate Social Responsi- 
bility Expo with the goal of enriching 
what we know of CSR and how we 
practice it. In each event, we bring to- 
gether captains of industries, dedicated 
public servants and respected leaders of 
civil society within and outside of the 
country to share their views, experi- 
ences, and best practices. All these are 
aimed to inspire, challenge, engage, in- 
volve and empower us to do good and 
doit truly wel. 


The themes from previous Expos 
have collectively provided us a rich 
tapestry of learnings. We are further 
deepening the hues of this tapestry 
through a more thorough understand- 
ing and practice of integrating business 
and society using the triple bottomline 
approach, We subscribe to the principle 
that companies built to ast depend not 
only on their financial success but on 
the well-being of society and sustain- 
ability ofthe environment. 


Last year, we unveiled the CSR 
Roadmap as our response to make ed- 
ucation a national priority In this 
year's Expo, we follow up on its gains 
and renew our call for more champi- 
ons for education. One of the most 
encouraging results has been the es- 
tablishment of the 57-75 campaign, 
which crystallizes our efforts to alle- 
viate poverty through education. 


At the same time, we are expand- 
ing our social agenda to include 
greater care for our environment. 
Clearly, the problems of global warm- 
ing and climate change are every- 
one's concern, if not priority. Similar 
to education, we shall introduce a 
CSR Roadmap towards environmen- 
tal sustainability. On the last day of 
the Expo, we will ask everyone to 
think green and champion the cause 
of nurturing nature. 


Also in this Expo, we will launch 
the CSR Institute. As our flagship pro- 
gram, this will provide greater under- 
standing of the role of business in so- 
ciety through experience-based 
knowledge accumulated from best 
practices of the League's members, 
and from global insights. We invite 
you to get a glimpse of what the Insti- 
tute has to offer through the different 
CSR 101 sessions that will be offered 
during the Expo. 


‘The CSR Expo 2007 program.was 
developed by an exceptional group of. 
men and women, supported by gen- 
erous partners, to ensure that we 
have à CSR Expo worth your expecta- 
tions. To all of them, I would like to 
say Maraming Salamat po! And to all 
of you, enjoy the Expo! 


Chairperson, CSR Expo 2007 
President, League of Corporate 
Foundations 
Executive Director, 
Petron Foundation 


hey 
b GO-MAPA 
hair, CSR Expo 2007 


\VP-Resouree Mobilization 
and Oversight for Communications 
Executive Director, Education 
for Youth Enterprise Foundation 
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CSR EXPO 2007 
| Patina CSR To lhe Test 


Cultivating Shared Values for Business and Society 


orthe sixth straight year, the League of Corporate Foundations (LCF), the coun- 
try's premier association of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) practitioners 
and advocates, brings the CSR cause to centerstage with CSR Expo 2007, to be 
held from July 16 to 18, 2007 at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila, Pasay City. 


Once again, the Expo features an array of respected 
business leaders, government officials and noted civil 
society advocates who wil! spread the message of do- 
ing good and doing it truly well. Speakers include 
PLDT chair Manuel Pangilinan who will talk about 
Strategic Corporate Social Responsibility; Ayala Cor- 
poration chair and CEO Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala 
Il sharing the CEO perspective on Creating a Corpo- 
rate Social Vision; and Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla, PNOC-EDC president and CEO Paul Aquino, 
and WWF Philippines president Jose Ma. Lorenzo Tan 
discussing Climate Change and its impact on the 
Philippines. A good number of foreign and local exec- 
utives are also expected to impart new learnings to 
the public in a host of plenary and breakout sessions 
during the three-day affair. 

Spicing up the event is YouthRock for CSR, a con- 
cert featuring some of the country’s most popular 
bands. Organized by alternative education advocate 
RockEd, the concert aims to shape today's youth to 
“be the Change, be of Service, and be Responsible.” 

Since the first CSR Expo in 2002, the League has 
been taking a growing and leading role in promoting 
Corporate Social Responsibility in the Philippines. 
Each year is a progression of themes designed to bring 


greater and more meaningful understanding of how 
CSR is evolving to achieve relevant and lasting 
changes for both business and society. And every Expo 
is also a venue to enrich, inspire, engage, involve and 
empower every stakeholder to do good and do it well. 

During the 2006 Expo, the LCF unveiled the CSR 
Roadmap as the private sector's response to reversing 
the education crisis, with basic education as the focus 
of its collaborative efforts. This was rooted on the be- 
lief that basic education principally addresses the 
many challenges and issues plaguing the Philippines 
today. It is also in this area where LCF members and 
the business community at large can, as one, make the 
largest positive impact, as it eventually gained many 
more champions in education through their individu 
al programs and shared commitment. This year, the 
LCF continues to refine the meaning of CSR by further 
understanding how it can be a source of opportunity, 
innovation and competitive advantage through 
strategic identification, implementation, and integra- 
tion of responses to social issues with the business. In 
addition, it also acknowledges the need to “walk the 
talk” and put CSR to the test through a more thorough 
understanding and practice of integrating business 
and society using the triple bottom line approach. 


League of Corporate Foundations 


Inspired by the writings of Michael Porter and Mark 
Kramer on “Strategy and Society’, "Cocreating Busi- 
ness's New Social Compact” by Jeb Brugmann and C. K. 
Prahalad, and “Fade, Integrate or Transform - The Future 
of CSR" by Allen White of Business for Social Responsibil 
ity, the LCF puts forward that business does not operate in 
a vacuum and that both the Future sustainability of busi- 
ness and society are inextricably linked. Thus the overall 
theme for this year is "Putting CSR to the Test: Cultivating 
Shared Values for Business and Society”. 

In addition, the LCF shall continue to redefine CSR 
by adding a new front for its collective concern and 
action: the crisis in our environment. "Recent events 
around the world point to a rapidly growing concern 
for the state of'our environment, As with education, 
the environment is everyone's responsibility, if not 
priority,” declares Marilou Erni, LCF president and 
Petron Foundation executive director. The last day of 
the Expo is dubbed as "Live Green” and is dedicated to 
spreading the message of caring for the environment. 
A Roadmap for the Environment, similar to the CSR 
Education Roadmap, will be unveiled, while the day's 
Luncheon Plenary will feature a "Green Lunch” 
fundraiser, with proceeds supporting the nationwide 
‘Trees For Life program of the DENR. 

Beyond the Expo, the LCF hopes to sustain the ef- 
fort to instill CSR in the core values of business and for 
each company to evolve into attaining economic, so- 
cial and environmental objectives by practicing 
strategic CSR and putting our CSR to the test. 
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CSR Institute 
formalizes 
the league’s 
CSR advocacy 


THE BANNERS FLYING OVER THE CSR 
Expo 2007 organized by the League of 
Corporate Foundations for the celebra- 
tion of CSR Month this July are stamped 
with symbols of an uptrend arrow, a leaf 
in hand, and a group of young people. 

The symbols represent education, 
entrepreneurship, and the environ- 
ment—thrusts the organization is seri- 
ously pursuing with regard to its advo- 
cacy of corporate social responsibility, 
which is now regarded as an important 
role of business in the sociery. 

Happening from July 16 to 18 at Sof- 
itel Philippine Plaza, CSR Expo 2007 is 
the 6th expo organized by the LCF and 
will bring together thousands of people 
from the different corporations and 
companies. 

‘The CSR Expo will be the venue for 
the LCF to launch its most important 
project to date—the CSR Institute. 

CSR Institute is the “formalization of 
the league's advocacy for greater un- 
derstanding of the role of business in 
society” according to Lydia Sarmiento 
Enrile of LCR She says the CSR Institute 
will become the resource of learnings, 
experiences and best practices, org 
nized for sharing with the CSR practi- 
tioners, the academe, students, SMEs 
and others. 

Enrile says the LCF will make teach- 
ing modules for seminars to be given to 
the public who would want to know 
more about CSR, its implementation 
and operation in a company. The insti 
tute's targets are the members of the 
LCF and the SMES. 

“We want the SMEs to know that CSR 
can be practiced even by the smallest 
company. Our mandate is to spread the 
news to the SMEs and the young en- 
trepreneurs.” 

The CSR Institute's program extends 


to the academe, through the incorpora- 
tion ofa CSR and governance subject, a 
required three units subject to students 
taking business courses. Roadshows 
and seminars are likewise part of the 
CSR Institute program including the 
setting up of a physical and virtual li- 
brary of CSR materials 

The CSR Expo 2007 will also high- 
light the importance of the setting up of 
benchmarks or measurements for CSR 
programs and initiatives by companies. 

Ralph Andreas Thurm, chief operat- 
ing officer of Global Reporting Initia- 
tive in Amsterdam, will join Filipino 
participants in a forum that will discuss 
the “How Tos of Sustainability Report- 
ing: The Global Reporting Initiative 
Model.” 

“This is the first time that we're im 
ing the COO of the Global Reporting 
Initiative. The Global Reporting Initia- 
tive is the benchmark or the measure 
whether your company is really imple- 
menting CSR. CSR is fast becoming a 
requirement for multinational and pub- 
licly listed companies in the US and Eu- 
rope.” 

‘A particular focus of the expo is on 
education as several topics and discus- 
sions on educational programs involv- 
ing people from the private and govern- 
ment sector are lined up. A ceremonial 
signing of the memorandum of agree- 
‘ment on the 57-75 campaign between. 
the 57-75 Consortium and the DepEd 
pilot schools will also happen during 
the expo. 

Ar the CSR Expo 2007, a line up of 
topics and forums about entrepreneur- 
ship and the environment, including a 
rock concert, are prepared to bring fo- 
cus on the role of CSR, in its many 
forms and faces, in today’s society. 
Raquel P Gomez 
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Petron, WWF seal pioneering strategic 


agreement to conserve Tubbataha reef 


and the greater Sulu Sea 


THE COUNTRYS LEADING OIL REFINING 
and marketing company Petron Corpora- 
tion recently signed a strategic agreement 
with the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) to further expand conservation ef- 
forts in the greater Sulu Sea, particularly in 
Tubbataha Reef—Southeast Asia's only Un- 
esco World Heritage Site in the marine en- 
vironment. Petron will be committing up to 
P50 million over the next five years to fund 
programs aimed at improving livelihood, 
food security and sustainable natural re- 
source management in the municipality of 


Cagayancillo which has jurisdiction over 
the reef. 

“The sustainability and success of our 
business hinges on our actions as a re- 
sponsible leader in every aspect of our 
business, especially in the area of corpo- 
rate citizenship,” chair and CEO Nicasio 
I. Alcantara said. “This partnership with 
WWF will allow us to support livelihood 
programs that would improve the in- 
comes of Cagayancillo residents and give 
them skills essential for the preservation 
of Tubbataha Reef” 


The Petron-WWF partnership has two 
major components. One component es- 
tablishes and expands marine-based 
livelihood opportunities for Cagayancil- 
lo residents. A second component pro- 
vides the opportunity to build the skills 
of island residents and deserving college 
graduates from different academic insti- 
tutions, to manage marine resources 
through an annual summer hands-on 
learning program. Additionally, this 
serves as a means to promote stronger 
ties among academic institutions, scien- 


tific and technical experts, industry part- 
ners, NGOs, and local government units. 

“Petron's decision to make a meaning- 
ful investment to conserve and effective- 
ly manage Tubbataha Reef—Southeast 
Asia's only Unesco marine world her- 
itage site—represents a significant pri- 
vate sector commitment to the people of 
Palawan, and to the Philippine environ- 
ment in general,” WWEPhilippines pres- 
ident Jose Ma. Lorenzo Tan said. "In light 
of the environmental challenges that 
face our country, private sector invest- 
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CSR EXPO 2007 


ments, in WWF's view, can provide the 
much needed impetus, and make all the 
difference in people's lives 

In partnership with stakeholders from. 
Palawan and the national government, 
WWF has been playing an active role in 
managing the Tubbataha Reef over the 
past 10 years. Its involvement includes 
the mobilization of resources to support 
the management and protection of ma- 
rine biodiversity, enforcement efforts, 
the maintenance of high standards of bi- 
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Social responsibility is not skin deep 


S 


SEI very first and unique social 
project is “Ganda Mo, Hanapbuhay 
Ko," a livelihood program that helps 
women get the necessary skills to 
earn a living. 

It involves a five-day comprehen- 
sive course in basic cosmetology. 
Starting every Monday of the week, 
the daily GMHK lessons include a one- 
hour lecture and a three-hour hands- 
on application on haircuttng and col 
oring, foot spa, manicure and pedi- 
cure and facial treatment. At the end 
of the course, participants receive a 
certificate of completion and a starter 
it, which they can use for home ser- 
vice, thus making them self reliant 
and entrepreneurs in their own litle 
way, 

Part ofthis program is the Libreng 
Gupit, which the graduates conduct 
tochildren in public schools to recip- 
rocate for the free livelihood train- 
ing. Kumusta Na, on the other hand, 
is a follow up and monitoring 
method to determine the success of 
the program. 

"Since we started with this pro- 
gram in 1997, we already had 8,000 


own 


graduates nationwide and about 75 
percent are using the skills they have 
learned either through home ser- 
vice, employment in salons here or 
abroad. Some have also put up their 


Maurice P Ligot, SFT's managing di- 
rector 

Aside from the livelihood train- 
ing, SFI also considers the value of 
education im alleviating poverty 
With this objective, SFI involves it- 
self in a number of projects that fo- 
cus on education. 

SFTs Karunungan, Kaunlaran ng 
Bayan (KKB) provides scholarship 
grants to poor but deserving students 
taking up undergraduate studies in 
Pharmacy, Cosmetic Science and oth- 
er related science courses. Beneficia- 
ries are enrolled in institutions such as 
the University of the Philippines, the 
University of Sto. Tomas, and Centro 
Escolar University. 

Starting them young, 100 chil- 
dren are currently enrolled in KB's 
Interactive Literacy Program, a mul- 
ti-grade, non-formal mode of educa- 
tion with structured curriculum at 


plash Foundation Inc, the social development arm of health care and con- 
sumer goods giant Splash Corporation, has been in the forefront of corpo- 
rate social responsibility, providing livelihood and educational programs, 
community service, and volunteer work that benefit not only the City of Valen- 
zuela but beyond, reaching out to as many neighboring towns and cities as well. 


zuela City. 
neighborhood parlors,” says 


the Splash Foundation Inc Social De- 
velopment Center (SFI SDC), which 
serves as the seat of involvement for 
community service of SFI in Valen- 


The KKB class curriculum for the 
children includes lessons on Read- 
ing Readiness and Comprehension, 
mastery of fundamentals of Science, 
Mathematics and English. Children 
also get values formation and enjoy 
educational field trips. 

Through the Mag-impok para sa 
Kinabukasan, the chikiren are encour- 
aged to save a portion of their daily al- 
lowance in a piggy bank supplied to 
them. At the end of the year, the saved 
money is then deposited to the bank 
into the child's account. 

Supplementary to the education- 
al program is the free use of comput- 
er and access to the Internet. Stu- 
dents from the community go to the 
SFI SDC to do their assignments and 
research that require use of the com- 
puter or the Internet. 

Part of the KKB project isa contin 
uing computer training program for 
teachers, which takes place every 


among others. 


summer. The first group of teachers 
to undergo this training was from 
the Canumay West 

School. The teachers are learning 
the application of several software 
programs like Powerpoint, Excel 


Elementary 


In line with the objective of KKB 


the Department 


ment Program, 


eral Hospi 


program, SFI has actively supported 
of Education's 
AdoptA-School Program. In June 
2007, a six-classroom facility with 
faculty and reading rooms was con- 
structed by SFI at the SFI SDC com- 
plex to serve as an annex to the Canu- 
may West Elementary School for 650 
children from Grades 3 and 4, 

"Our Karunungan, Kaunlaran ng 
Bayan programs show our commit 
ment ín contributing to the nation's de- 
velopment through the improvement 
of public education." says Dra. Hor- 
taleza, SFTs president and chai. 

Another program, The Child Hos- 
pitalization Assistance and Manage- 
provides 
medicine and laboratory require- 
ment to pediatric patients confined 
at the charity wards of three benefi 
ciary hospitals: the Philippine Gen- 
eral Hospital, the East Avenue Medi- 
cal Center, and the Valenzuela Gen- 
Called Lunas-Sakit, 
the program covers free supply of 
prescribed medicines from the day 
of referral until the day of discharge, 
which may take a period of two 


free 
ferent programs. 


CSR has been effectively instilled 
at the employee level. Says Ligot: 
"We never have any problems get- 
ting volunteers for our projects. EV- 
eryone here is always willing to 
help. Some have committed to serve 
as tutors tothe children in the Inter- 
active Literacy Program; volunteer 
as blood doors during Blood Letting 
Day; assist during distribution of 


(d SPLASH 


ragravulate the graduates of its 


urse on Cosmetology 


BATCH of graduates of Cosmetology Training Course, ‘Ganda Mo, 
Hanapbuhay Ko' pose with their certificates. 
weeks to one month. A nurse from 
SFI also conducts bi-weekly visits to 
follow up on patients development. 
The spirit of community service 
and volunteerism is high among em- 
ployees of Splash Group of Compa- 
nies. Volunteers join SPI in the dif- 


gifts and bringing cheers to the 
Community Based Rehabilitation 
Group in Payatas and to the pedi- 
atric patients at the East Ave Medi- 
cal Center during Christmastime” 
SFI was among the 20 non-govem- 
ment organizations cited by the for- 
mer President Corazon Aquino's Peo- 
ple Power Movement for providing a 
“sense of hope, empowerment and 
Jove of country toa higher goal of em- 
powerment and commitment" The 
diy goverment of Vilenzuela also 
recognized SPI as the Best Corporate 
Foundation for 2004, while the Em- 
ployers Confederation of the Philip- 
pines (Ecop) awarded SFI the “Child- 
friendly Organization" in 2007. 


SA PAGTATANIM NG PAG-ASA, 
MAY UUSBONG NA KAKAYAHAN. 


Mapapalago ang kabuhayan. 


Sa tulong ng Livelihood, Community Service, 


Health Care, Environmental at Education programs 


ng Splash Foundation, Inc., mapapangalagaan 


ang kapakanan ng mamamayan. Mabibigyang 


halaga ang kanilang kakayahan. 


Pag may pag-asang tinanim, masaganang 


buhay ay kayang anihin. 


SPLASH 


FOUNDATION, INC 


Pagtulong sa Kapwa. Pagsulong ng Bansa. 


a Member: League of Corporate Foundations 
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Sharing experiences, 


renewing ties, changing lives 


JN, cauiring a sense of empow- 
Ac and greater respon- 
sibility as a commiunity lead- 
er and bridge-builder. Serving as 
role models for good governance 
for their fellow local government 
leaders. Living up to the ancient 
Confucian ideal of an ethical public 
servant. Transforming their respec- 
tive agencies and health units into 
engines of efficient public service. 


These were the heartening reports from 
the participants of the first annual Fellows’ 
Convention of the Zuellig Foundation's 
Health Leadership and Management Pro- 
gram (HLMP) held last July 4 and 5, 2007 at 
the Ateneo Graduate School of Business in 
Rockwell, Makati City. Thirty-two partici- 
pants, all designated Fellows of the HLMP 
and representing a cross section of public 
health managers from across the coun- 
try—from DOH regional directors to Munici- 
pal Health Officers, chiefs of district and 
provincial hospitals, and DOH division 
chiefs—took turns sharing stories, accom- 
plishments, experiences, insights, and the 
new challenges facing them three years after 
their successful completion of their manage- 
ment training program in 2004. Former 
Health Secretary Alfredo Bengzon, Ateneo 
de Manila University’s vice-president for 
Professional Schools and dean of the newly 
opened Ateneo School of Medicine and Pub- 
lic Health, riveted and inspired the partici- 
pants with his Convention-concluding talk, 
challenging the Program Fellows to be lead- 
ers who would "reveal people to themselves" 
in order to energize their organizations and 
build their communities and the nation. 

The Foundation partnered with Globe Tele- 
com/Innove Communications to conduct a 
short Convention teleconference session for 
the HLMP Fellows with their classmate Dr 
Hubbert Dolor, newly elected mayor of Puerto 
Galera, Mindoro, who discussed how his 
HLMP training equipped him for the larger 
challenges of public office, as well as his am- 
bitious plans for-various healthcare-related 
programs for his constituents. 

‘The Program Fellows also participated in 
small-group discussions on such health policy 
issues as the health human resource migra- 
tion crisis, preparing for the fiu pandemic, 
and improving access to essential medicines. 

The annual Fellows’ Convention is the cul- 
minating activity of the Health Leadership 
and Management Program (HLMP) Training 
Series, the Foundation’s management semi- 
nar series for local government physician- 
managers. The HLMP is the Foundation’s flag- 
ship program that aims to equip public health 
‘managers with the necessary aptitude in good 
governance and skills in management to pro- 
mote a more effective and efficient delivery of 
health services in their communities. It ac- 
complishes this by providing these adminis- 
trators of local government health facilities 
and agencies a short-course management 
program aimed at transforming them into 
more effective and efficient managers with 
enhanced communication skills and who are 
able to carry out team management and task 
management. 

For its newest batch of program partici- 
pants, the Foundation is conducting the last 
seminar in the HLMP Training Series, titled 
"Strategic Leadership", from July 31 to Au- 
gust 3, 2007 at the AIM Convention Center, 
Makati City. It shall also be launching its good 
governance handbook, titled "Dilemmas and 
Choices: Case Studies on the Difficulties In- 
herent in the Practice of Good Governance in 
Healthcare”, during the event. 

‘The Zuellig Foundation is the corporate so- 
cial responsibility arm of the Zuellig Group in 
the Philippines. tis a health policy think-tank 
committed to providing and facilitating cre- 
ative solutions to health sector reform issues. 


The physician-managers of 
the Zuellig Foundation’s 
Health Leadership and 
Management Program 
(HLMP) get together to talk 
about what they've been 
up to since graduation and 
how they've been making 
a difference in their 
respective communities 


FELLOWS of the Zuellig Foundation’s Health Leadership and 
Management Program. 
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Working with individuals and communities 
towards reaching their highest potential. : 
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DR. ALFREDO Bengzon: ‘Leaders reveal people to themselves." á — ——— 


Too broke that you need to break your child's piggybank? 
Not when you have 


INSULAR LIFE 
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“ASSURE 


- max 


‘Assure max is the lifetime protection plan that takes care of your family's future and provides funds for spending on life's necessities 
and leisure. i-Assure max gives cash allowances by the end of the 4th year and every other year thereafter. These are benefits 
guaranteed by the financial strength and dependability of nearly 100 years of continuous service by the first and largest Filipino life 
insurance company, Insular Life. 


To know more about Assure max, coll 771-1818 or email us ot inquiry@insularlife.com.ph. You can also visit our wel 


www. insularlife.com.ph. 
m me INSULAR LIFE 
ASSURANCE COMPANY, LTD. 
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Members of the 57-75 Campaign performance, as manifested 

usiness UNITES TOF SAUCATION «sum Brough te rits and cher 
nitude cannot be solved overnight. measures, the Campaign will fo- 

‘The Campaign will therefore start cus on interventions like provid- 


D ecades ago, one could take pride in being a product of the Philippine public off with six plot areas that havesig- ing instructional materials, lesson 


: F realization that the private nified thei i ides, scier B 
School system. Graduates of public schools were made of sharper brighter, Em Eus mae mom euge NIU e Came soos. eedem aie 
sterner stuff, able to advance and become productive members of society. use of its resources, using these to knowledges that the complexity of — The vision of the Campaign is 
Can we say the same today? create not just islands of improve- the problem cannot be solved sim- the reversal of the public education 
ment, but ultimately system-wide ply by adding more resources. crisis. "57", being the current na- 
June of every year, we Filipinos read nor understand what they L change. There must be a conscious effort to tional average score of public ele- 
are made aware of the sad condi- read, even in higher grade lev- Th Enter the "575 Campaign,” a focus on a few things in order to mentary school students in the Na- 
tions that greet our public school els. In an Oral Reading Test con- national multi-sectoral initiative create national impact. In consulta- tional Achievement Test, symbol- 
children: overcrowded class- ducted in the years 2004 and that aims to reverse the education tion with education experts, De. izes the crisis our public education- 
rooms (sometimes, no class- 2005 among 8.6 million pupils, crisis through a focused private sec- partment of Education officials and al system is in. "75", commonly 
rooms), worn-out books, broken the percentage of children clas- tor intervention and school-com- teachers, three critical areas of fo- known as the passing mark, sym- 
down tables and chairs, ill- sified as “independent read- munity action towards system- cushave been identified: retention, bolizes the state of education the 
equipped libraries, to name a few. ers"—those who read with com- wide performance improvements. comprehension or literacy and Campaign hopes to achieve in five 
Aside from this apparent lack of prehension at the stated Partners behind the Campaign are achievement. years. Questions may arise on why 
materials, equipment and infras- grade/age level in either English groups that have manifested over The Campaign hopes to ad- so much effort will be placed to hit 
tructure, what we don’t see is the or Filipino—was discovered to the years their sincere commitment "dress the problem of retention what is called the pasang awa 
sadder realty of 16 to 24 percent be just 14 percent. This doesn't to the cause of education. These in- mainly through feeding and nutri- mark Those who have ever found 
Mid publi school children not get any better among sixth The private sector has tried to re- stitutions are the Ateneo Center for tion programs, the idea simply be- their grades to be in dire straits will 
Gon reaching thelr second grade. graders, with only 23 percent of spond tothis problem, bringing sig- Educational Development, Founda- ing that healthy bodies contribute attest that "75" is the start of posi, 
Sheyciherdiopoutinthesiddle hem able to comprehend what nificant resources into a wide vari- ton for Worldwide People Power, to healthy minds, To improve the tive change, the beginning of 
of the first grade, or are not able they read. ety of efforts that has resulted in the League of Corporate Founda- ability of children to understand brighter things to come. 
fo proceed to the next level due sitanysupisethen thatchildren meaningful change in the lives of tons, Philippine Business for Edu- the materials they use, reading Such is the dream of the S775 
primarily to poor health and mu. in our publie schools dont leam many dents teachers and school- cation, Philippine Business for So- will be promoted as the primary  Campelgn. to provide public school 
trition-related problems. Enough? In school year 20042005, communities. But the problem re- cial Progress and the Synergeia tool for comprehension. To help children with the chance to start 
Many children can neither Filipino school children scored an mains huge and complex. Thereisa Foundation. children translate knowledge into _ shining, to really begin leaming. 
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CLASS 2007 SCHOLARS 


ASSISTANCE FOR THE COMPLETION OF COLLEGE 
EDUCATION FOR SUPERIOR STUDENTS (ACCESS) 
ABALOS, Michal Jay P. USC) Com Laude. 
ACEBUOUE, Malou A. (USA) - Academic Distinction 
ALFON, Odysous C. (USA) — Academie Distincion 
ANTONIO, Katey S. (cU) 

BALLESTEROS, Jose Marco Antonio A. dM) 
SIRGAMENTO, Douwe Francis P. (USC) - Magna Cum Laude 
BERNADEZ, Emerito Geno V. (USA - Cum Laude 
'ITONG, Fe Amor D. (NOU) 

CABLIN, Mar Reeve M. USC) 

 CAUMLIM, Ain F. (SLU — Magna Cum Laude 
CASTILLO, Mala JUST) 

COMLANG. Timothy Giera T. OC) 

DAYADAY, Danstone Guy P. NDU - Cum Laude. 
DUEÑAS, Sta Rosa S SU) 

FERNANDEZ, Toni Moe L(A) - Cum Laude. 
FAONDOZA Horo Cristian G. (NOUN — Summa Com Laude 
CGALPAD, ius Abo B. (CEU) — Somma Cum Laude 
GRAVOSO, Mark Anthony 0. MOC) 

HABABAG, Lavenia F (UE) ~ Cum Laude 

HEREDIA, Sla Mae R. (USIM) 

LABUAC Ace Roger A. [DLSU - Com Laude 
NAGUIPON, Luis D. (UE) Cum Laude. 

MEGANO I, Elo P. (S8C) ~ Cum Laude 

MELNO, Er lan E. (S80) 

MENDOZA, Joanna Estela D. UE) 

MONTAÑES, Marvin C. WDC) 

PELAYO, Emmanuel F. (MDC) 

PEREZ, Mark Russel S. 49D) — Magna Cum Laude. 
PRADO, Cartos Manuel S. (MU) 

PULA, Gyr B. U8) 

REQULLO, Aprii Love B. ACDU 

REYES, Leni D. (CEU 

RODRIGUEZ. Karta Marte G. SU) - Cum Laude 
SANGALANG, Oaisy C. (FEU) - Com Laude 

SANTIAGO, Joan Rose L. (FEU) - Cum Laude 
TANONAN, Catharine Y (USA) ~ Academie Distinction 
TANSINSIN, Andrew G. UST 

TERNA. Ladi-Aans Mara D. (USC) — Cum Laude 


EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING PROGRAM (ETP) 
ACUPAN, Michael (SUP - Cum Laude 

 AGPALZA, Sel Mar D. SPUP)~ Cum Laude 

BARIA. Mary Rose Diane A. PNU) - Cum Laude 
BATLER, Sit S. OMU) 

DAUS, Lean vester ©. NOMU) 

GUERRA, Rovas L. (MUSU) 

LABSTE, JR., Jessia L. (WSU) - Com Laude 
MOSCOSO, Ana Ros S. (WSU) — Magna Cum Laude 
‘OLN, Othniel M. QNU) 

PAL Anthony O. (WMSU) - Cum Laude 

ROSALES, Poce. (LNU) 

ARA, león A. (PNU) - Cum Laude. 


GRANTS IN AID OF COLLEGE EDUCATION (GRACE) 
ABAO, Michael Caro D. PT) 

ABRIAM, Stew B. UU) 

ALLON, Caezar an S. (CPU - Cum Lande. 
‘AMADOR, Arrian Kor P. NSEUR) 
ARTES, Vernon G. (CEU- Malls) 
BUNDALAN, Alan B. HAU) 

COMODA, Hae Laour P. (CPU) 
FERNANDEZ, Kody N. (OC) 

GARCIA, Mora Liza S. (CIC) 

GATUS, Amante M. (HU) 

GOMEZ, Denter C. RAL) 


1 
LEE JR., Cito B. ANU) 

MANGAT, Elson AdNU) 

MARAMILA, Joan Ctl R. (AZU) 

RAMOS. Mary Lawrence J (SELF 


SEBASTIAN, Bianca Mae D.G. CC) 
SUMARIA, Lovela C. CPU) ~ Cum Laude. 


VELASQUEZ, Von Ayan E. MAM. 

PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO (PGMA) 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM — 

BATANES. Petr Paul B. TUP) 

PARTNER SCHOOLS 
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Coke's on the menu 


home; homemakers who take care of everything from cooking to 


Tiss are a lot of different mothers. There are those who stay at 


cleaning, to working on their children's school projects. There are 
also working moms; mothers who spend day in and day out trying to 
earn a living for their families. There are fun and easygoing mothers who 
nurture their children’s dreams. There are stern mothers, too, who only 


want the best for their children. 


But whatever kind of mother one may be, 
there is one thing that all mothers share; the 
passion to make every mealtime a special 
time. Have you ever come home from a busy 
day at school or work and found yourself 
smiling at the wonderful meal that your mom 
has prepared? There's just something magic 
about the way a mother prepares the family’s 
meals that turns long and hard days into 
warm and cozy memories. 

t is this magic that mothers weave with 
each meal which was celebrated during the 
2007 Intemational Food Exhibition (Ifex) 
Philippines held last May 18 to 20, 2007 at 
the World Trade Center. Organized by Cook 
Magazine and supported by Coca-Cola, this 
three-day event gathered numerous food sup- 
pliers and producers showeasing their wares. 

Food demonstrations were also held 
throughout the days, with the last segment on 
the last day sponsored by Coca-Cola. But 
there were no recipes or Coke dishes pre- 
pared. Instead, Coke highlighted that it's not 
what the meal contains; what's important is 
to share it with your family. 

‘The importance of family togetherness and 
sharing meals are at the center of Coke's new 
‘campaign entitled “Bonding sa Buhay Coke 
Buksan Mo." As you know, itis a call for moth- 
ers and families to get back to the table and 
back to each other. Mothers are encouraged 
to utilize meals as a way for families to recon- 
nect and bond with each other amidst the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life. 

The speaker during the segment was a cer- 
tified Coke mother. Not only does she take 
care of her three lovely daughters and loving 
husband, she also serves as mom to the thou- 
sands of children who go to school in Coke's 
Little Red Schoolhouses all over the country. 
She is Cecile Alcantara, president of the Coca- 
Cola Foundation Philippines Inc. 

"Mothers recognize that amidst all the 
stress caused by the lifestyle of the modern 
family, it is the more genuine things in life 
that are truly important like the family be- 
ing together,” said Cecile at Ifex. “For her, a 
happy and solid home environment is the on- 
ly reliable source of emotional anchor the en- 
tire family needs.” 


“The family meal time is mom's stage. It’s 
her venue to provide her family not just love 
and care, but also an extra touch of affection. 
She recognizes that mealtimes with the fa 

ly is not only a source of physical nourish- 
ment, but also emotional nourishment for the 
family. It is through everyday meals that 
moms can develop family togetherness—not 
only for mealtimes but also as an enduring 
value,” she added. 

Extra love and care are also provided by 
Coca-Cola to the students of the Little Red 
Schoolhouse program of the Coca-Cola Foun- 
dation. This is a program which provides 
quality education to children in remote areas 
through the construction of three-classroom 
school buildings, teacher training workshops 
and a reading program for students. 

‘Teenagers also receive love and guidance 
from the Coca-Cola Foundation through its 
Coke Barkada program. This is a group or a 
network of groups of young people who enjoy 
being socially responsible. Part of the pro- 
gram is the Coke Barkadahan Grant. This 
grant enables youth organizations to imple- 
ment their own volunteer/outreach projects 
about issues that concern them. 

Like one big family, the Coca-Cola Founda- 
tion also knows how important it is to give 
love and support to communities. Coke is en- 
‘couraging everyone to not only spend time to 
reconnect with your families, but with your 
communities as well. 

‘To find out how you can help the Little Red 
Schoolhouse and the Coke Barkada, visit 
wwwccokebarkada.com for more information. 


Bawat patak, nagdadagdag lakas. 


Special PROJECT 


Our mission programs: 


MMLDC Foundation, 


School - Based Management Development Program 
Teacher Training for Technical Excellence 
Youth Leadership Development Program 


e Lakbay Kalikasan (Eco-tour for Pupils) 


www.mmldc.org 


Km. 27 Sumulong Highway Ántipolo City 
Tel. No. 632-8111 


Nakikipatak kami sa pagpapasigla ng pangangatawan. Sa pamamagitan ng aming 
NutriBreak Feeding Program at ng Kineti-Kids! It's Fun to be Fit Program, nabibigyan 
ng dagdag na sustansya at kaalaman sa kalusugan ang mga mag-aaral ng mga paaralang 
kabilang sa mga programang ito. 


For more information log on to wwwbawatpatskmahalaga-com.ph 
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From journalism sentinel to advocacy warrior 


IF he Inquirer, throughout the years, has evolved as fast 


as the society's changi 


ing need for corporate commit- 


ment; from journalistic excellence to championing so- 


cial issues and advocacies. 


The Inquirer defines CSR (corpo- 
rate social responsibility) as every- 
thing we do. It addresses four impor- 
tant aspects in CSR: (1) Customer 
Value (bringing value to its readers as 
well as listening to what they want); 
(2) Responsible Leadership (effect- 
ing change through leadership by ex- 
ample); (3) Social Impact (enabling 
empowerment and stirring social 
awareness); and (4) Economic Im- 
pact (contribute to growth of econo- 
my and creating jobs and livelihood). 
CSR is not just "nice to have" - it de- 
fines our overall business success. In- 
quirer president Sandy Romualdez, in a 
speech during the student AdCongress, 
said, "Do not misconstrue advocacies 


and CSR activities as marketing, itis not! 
Advocacies and CSR is like giving a gift, 
you don't expect anything in retur. You 
do not go out of your way giving scraps 
or recycled gifts to your loved ones, you 
spend for it. In the Inquirer, we invest in 
giving back to the community, particu 
Tarly the youth. We create opportunities 
for you to makea change”. 

in 2006, Inquirer's flagship environ- 
mental advocacy project, the NewPaper 
Drive, reached a milestone as it collected 
176,336 kilos of old newspapers, adding 
to a total of more than half a million ki- 
los from the time the project was 
launched, saving at least 7,000 trees. 

Last June 2006, the Inquirer toured 
the whole Philippines to donate the 20 


Bridging the gaps... 
the Lopez Group way 


life size Guyito sculptures painted by 
renowned artists. Guyito found its per- 
manent home in each of the 20 public 
high schools all over the Philippines. The 
schools were chosen based on their 
rankings in the regional finals of the 
Quiz Bee Competition. The winning 
schools were Dagupan City National 
High School, Victoria National High 
School, Puerto Prinsesa National Sd- 
ence High School, Cagayan National 
High School Aplaya National High 
School, Philippine Science High School 
Camarines Sur, Philippine Science High 
Schoo! Iloilo City Ramon Teves Pastor 
Memorial Science High School, Leyte 
National High School, Regional Science 
High School for Region IX, Puntod Na- 
tional High School, Tagum National 
High School, Kidapawan National High 
School, Regional Caraga Science High 
‘School, Pines City National High School, 
‘Amir Baralidasan National High School, 


We believe that social responsibility is not optional. From education, 
to the environment, health care and poverty alleviation, the Lopez 


Group Foundation coordinates the 


work of the Lopez Groups 9 


foundations and more than 20 companies. Together, we, 
continue the Lopez tradition of philanthropy, bridge gaps, 
bring access to opportunities, engage others, and 
set new boundaries. We are happy to see that 
through our efforts, more children are 


learning 


more of our precious 


biodiversity-is conserved, 


more 


communities have 


livelihood, and more 


people have a 
healthier way 


of life. 
Il LOPEZ 
ili M Grour 
FOUNDATION 


wwwlopezgroup.org 


‘Muntinlupa Science High School, Manila Science 
High School, Camarin High School, and Philip- 
pine Science High School. 

In these provincial visits, the Inquirer conduct- 
ed journalism workshops in each school as part of 
its readership program and a total of 1,185 stu- 
dents participated. Aside from the workshop par- 
ticipants, a total of at least 5,000 students attend- 
ed the actual turnover ceremony and were in- 
spired by Inquirer's commitment to the youth. 

School tours in the Inquirer where students get 
to learn about the newspaper process and get to 
see the actual printing has substantially increased 
due to the good feedback given by students who 
have attended. Schools from far-fiung provinces 
also increased. For 2006 alone, 75 schools at- 
tended the tour with a total of at least 3,750 stu- 
dents. 

The Inquirer continued to reap awards for its 
advocacy campaigns. It recently won four Golds, 
three Silvers and one Bronze in the Araw Values 
‘Awards, the most number of awards received by 
any print publication. Inquirer was also elevated 
tothe Hall of Fame for winning the Child Friendly 
Newspaper of the Year for five consecutive years. 
Its NewPaper Drive campaign was cited as Cre- 
ative Guild's Ad of the Month and Finalist for 
Campaign of the Year Its Volcanic Ash poster won 
a bronze from Cannes Lions Festival, another 
bronze from Asian Media Spikes Award and a fi 
nalist to the Clio Awards. The Inquirer was cited 
for its exceptional advocacy campaigns geared at 
promoting and communicating Filipino values. 

Throughout the year, the Inquirer continued 
its support to partners such as Hands On Manila, 
Children's Hour, LCE PBSB WWE Habitat for Hu 
manity Tour of the Fireflies, National Youth Com- 
mission, Asian CSR Forum, and Department of 
Education. 

"The Inquirer strives to ensure that the role it 
plays in society is both constructive and positive 
for its readers and for the Filipino people. As a 
newspaper, it believes that it has a commitment, 
an obligation, to uphold the public interest and 
empower citizens by exposing threats to 
progress, democracy and social justice. As a re- 
sponsible company, it believes in working with 
communities and organizations in addressing the 
needs of our nation and its people. 
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Roberto R. Calingo 
LCF Chairman 
Executive Director, Mirant Philippines 
Foundation, Inc. 
Marilou G. Erni 
LCF President. 
Executive Director, Petron Found: 
Col. Alejandro T. Escaño 
LCF Vice-President for Programs 
Executive Director, MFI Foundation, Inc. 
Augusto PI. Carpio IT 
LCF Vice President for Visayas-Mindanao, 
Operations; EVP and Managing Trustee, Aboitiz 
Group Foundation, inc. 
Pacita U. Juan 
LCF Vice-President for Marketing and Business 
Development; CEO, Figaro Coffee Company and 
Director, Figaro Foundation, Inc. 
Elaine G. Mapa 
LCF Public Affairs Director 
Executive Director, Education for Youth Enterprise 
(EYE) Foundation, Inc. 
Maurice P Ligot 
LCF Treasurer 
Executive Director, Splash Foundation, Inc. 


EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Ma, Victoria Sarmiento 
LCF Corporate Secretary; President and Executive 
Director, Sarmiento Foundation Inc. 
Mary Margaret M. Barro 
LCF Executive Director 


ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS 


Ma. Cecilia L. Alcantara. 
President, Coca-Cola Foundation Philippines, In. 
1ydia Sarmiento 
Chair, Sarmiento Foundation 
Juan Miguel M. Luz 
President, international Institute 
‘of Rural Reconstruction 
Aniceto M. Sobrepefia 
President, Metrobank Foundation 
Ma. Aurora Francisco-Tolentino 
Chief Executive, Asia-Pacific Philanthropy 
Consortium 

Victoria P Garchitorena 


President, Ayala Foundation, Inc. 


The League of Corporate Foundations 


1. Aboitiz Group Foundation, Inc. 

Z ABS-CBN Bayan Foundation, Inc. 

3. ABS-CBN Foundation, Inc. 

4. Andres Soran 

5 F 

Ayala Foundation, I 

7. Bato- Balani Foundation, Inc. 

8 BPI Foundation, Ic. 

9. Campaigns Social Response 

10. CEMEX Philippines Foundation, Inc. 

11. Coca-Cola Foundation Philippines, Inc. 

12. Corporate Network for Disaster Response, Inc. 

13. Del Monte Foundation, Inc- 

14 DoleAsia 

15. Education for Youth Enterprise Foundation, Inc. 

16. BON- The Stakeholder Relations Firm 

17. Figaro Foundation Corporation. 

18. Foundarion for Sight, ne 

19. Globe Telecom, Inc. 

20. HSBC 

21 Insular Life Foundation, ne 

22 Intel Technology Philippines, nc. 

23. Jolibee Foundation. 

24. Jesus V del Rosario Foundation. 

25. Johnson & Johnson (Philippines), Inc. 

26. Knowledge Channel Foundation, inc. 

27. Landbank Countryside Development Foundation, Inc. 

28. Lopez Group Foundation 

29. Manila Water Company 

30. Manila Doctors Hospital, Inc. 

31. McDonald's Chari 

32 Meralco Management & Leadership 
Development Center Foundation, In 

33. Meralco Millennium Foundation, 

34. Metrobank Foundation, Inc. 

35. MFI (Meralco Foundation, Inc) 

36. Mirant Philippines Foundation, Inc. 


E 
38. 
3. 
40. 
4. 
E 
4. 


Nestlé Philippines, Ine. 
NYICTDG Friendship Foundation 
Ortigas Foundation, Inc. 
PASAR Foundation, Inc 
Petron Foundation, Inc. 
Pfizer Philippines Foundation, Inc. 
PHAPCares Foundation, Inc. 
44. Philam Foundation, Inc. 
45. Philippine Airlines Foundation, Ine. 
46. Philippine Daily Inquirer, Inc. 
47. PHINMA Foundation, Inc. 
48. Pilipinas Sheli Foundation, Inc. 
49. Pioneer Insurance Foundation, Inc. 
SO. PLDT Foundation, Inc. 
51. PNOC Energy Development Corporation. 
52. Prudenrialife Foundation, Inc. 
53. RD Foundation of GenSan, Inc. 
54. RFM Foundation, ine. 
55. Roxas Gargollo Foundation, Inc. 
San Miguel Foundation, Inc. 
1o Foundation, Inc. 
58. SGV Foundation, Inc. 
59. SM Foundation, ine 
60, $Pi Foundation, Ine. 
61 Splash Foundation, Inc. 
62, ST! Foundation Inc. 
63. Sunlife Financial Philippines 
64, Syngenta Foundation, Ine. 
65. Tan Yan Kee Foundation, Inc. 
66. TeamAsia 
67. Toyota Motor Philippines Foundation, Inc. 
68, UCPB-CIIF Foundation, In. 
69. UnionBank of the Philippines, Ine. 
70. Unocal 
71. Vilar Foundation, Inc. 
72. The Zuellig Foundation, Inc. 
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Petron, WWF seal pione 
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PRESERVING A NATIONAL TREASURE 

Petron chair and CEO Nicasio I. Alcantara (3rd from left) signed a memorandum of 
agreement with WWE-Philippines chair Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala to form a strategic 
partnership between Petron and WWF to preserve Tubbataha Reef, considered one of the 
richest marine ecosystems in the world. Also shown are Petron president Khalid D. Al- 
Faddagh (left) and WWF-Philippines CEO Jose Ma. Lorenzo Tan. 
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ological research (e.g, corals, fish, 
seabirds) and thorough documenta- 

| tion of results—a requirement for 

j sound management. WWFPhilip- 
pines has been able to build and inno- 
vate on approaches to remain at the 
cutting edge of conservation work. 

3 “The program represents Petron's 
longterm pledge to help restore the 
health and productivity of Philippine 
seas and ramp up both the social and 
economic gains for coastal communi- 
ties.” Petron president Khalid D. Al- 
Faddagh added. “The preservation of 
Tubbataha is essential to achieve food 
security for thousands of fsherfolk who 
depend on the bounty of the Sulu Sea," 
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Tubbataha reefs contribute im- 
mensely to the viability of coastal fish- 
eries and food security Tt has been sci- 
entifically established that the currents 
within the Sulu Sea transport large 
quantities of larvae from Tubbataha 
and Cagayancillo, towards the east 
coast of mainland Palawan, where they 
seed hundreds of kilometers of coastal 
reefs in one of the country's most pro- 
ductive fishing grounds. 

Researchers have recorded 396 
species of corals—85 percent of all 


a 


hard coral species in the entire Philip- 
pines. There are 479 species of fish 
from 46 families. Manta rays are fre- 
quent visitors to the reef as are barracu- 
das and large schools of jacks, Tubbata- 
ha is also home to six species of 
sharks—usually found cruising around 
the outskirts of the reef. There are two 
types of sea turtles and 9 species of ma- 
rine mammals found in these reefs. The 
diversity of marine life found in Tub- 
bataha is equal to or greater than any 
such reef ofits size in the world. 
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-GET A TOYOTA 


-COROLLA 


t Selling Car in the World's Automotive History.* 
s debut in 1966, this model has sold over 30 million units worldwide. 


Now, it’s even easier to own one. 


0% Interest™ 


Onto P70,000 TOYOTA SAVINGS PLUS for the Altis S. 


Up to P50,000 Toyota Savings Plus for the ALTIS G, E, and J. 
fean be used for accessories, chattel mortgage, LTO registration, discounts or TFS Financing Packages. 


72,300" down payment or P6,579% monthly payment. 


EXTENDED 


Until July 31, 2007! 
as approved by DTI-NCR. 
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tries or advocacy groups, it is everyone's. With climate change up- 


E nvironmental concern is no longer the priority of specific indus- 


on us and the consensus among scientists worldwide that global 
warming is caused largely by mankind, it becomes our prerogative to 
help prevent a phenomenon that is predicted to be unstoppable for cen- 
turies to come. Man-made emissions of greenhouse gases have been 
blamed for more humid nights and hotter days, heat waves, killer floods 


and heavy rains, 


devastating droughts and an increased intensity of 


tropical storms, such as those we experienced in the last two years. Giv- 
en these, how and what can the private sector positively contribute to 
making this planet a better place to live in? 


‘The League of Corporate Foundations or 
LCR in celebration of corporate social respon- 
sibility (CSR), has organized the annual 3- 
day CSR Expo from July 16 to 18 with the 
theme: “Business and Society: Cultivating 
Shared Values”. Devoting the whole of July 18 
to "Environmental Bottomlines” is the LCF's 
modest attempt to bring CSR Expo partici- 
pants face-to-face with several inconvenient 
truths, and what we can all do to help save the 
environment. 

Starting the day off are sessions related to 
sustaining marine and terrestrial biodiversity 
conservation efforts. This is followed by related 
earning sessions (held simultaneously) on suc- 
‘cessful eco-tourism projects in South Cotabato, 
Palawan and Ifugao, how saving money can 
help save the earth, and solid waste manage- 
ment and waste diversion from landfills to re- 
duce methane gas emissions. The fundraiser 
lunch that follows features An Inconvenient 
‘Truth and the impact of climate change on the 
Philippines. Sessions in the afternoon are equal- 
ly "green" with learning sessions on financing 
and social mechanisms for sustainable environ- 
ment development, water-waste water-sanita- 
tion management, clean air, social mechanisms 
for environmental sustainability, greening a 
company’s supply chain, and green architec- 
ture. 

Aside from ralsing greater awareness on the 
plight of our environment, all sessions will also 
Serve as examples of what individuals, commu- 
nities and businesses can do to help defuse that 
ticking time bomb called climate change. In the 
area of corporate-led initiatives to reduce emis- 
sions of harmful greenhouse gases for example, 
wwe have the improved efficiency of vehicles, 
green building designs, an expanding use of 
bio-fuels, and the retrofitting of business or in- 
dustrial operations. 

Such initiatives are among the many done 
by the growing membership of LCE Now with 
82 members, there is a need to map out all 
these interventions into an “environmental 
information base". The database, already 
dubbed the LCF Environmental Roadmap, is 
inspired by the format of the Global Reporting 
Initiatives, The GRI methodology for report- 
ing considers the extent to which business 
processes take account of sustainability im- 
pacts and performance. In the environment 
field, the areas of involvement are wide rang- 
ing. It includes energy, biodiversity, water and 
sanitation, products, services and the supply 
chain, air carbon reduction, waste manage- 
‘ment, initiatives in agriculture, industry, resi- 
dences, and communities. The Expo will in- 
troduce this GRI format in the hope that cor- 
porations, starting with the principals of its 
members, will consider reporting methods 
that recognize deeper disclosures, while at- 
tending to the environmental impacts and en- 
suring that their business operations are envi- 
ronmentally sustainable. 

Business engagement in these areas creates 
impacts on the ecosystems (coming from 
their operations’ inputs such as materials and 
‘outputs such as emissions and wastes), make 
up for compliance to regulations, and have ef- 
fects on their products and services. Through 
environment-conscious CSR programs, busi- 
ness can help reduce their ecological footprint 
by adopting best practices in resource devel- 
opment and metrics to measure net impact, 
and criteria for deciding whether to under- 
take activities in sensitive areas. Corporations 
and industries can promote farming and fish- 
ing practices that limit conversion of natural 
habitats, prevent pollution, help to strength- 
en parks and protected areas, and contribute. 
to conservation efforts. 

Although business has gradually become 
more involved through their CSR programs in 
environment, they are looking at doing more 
also to keep these integrated into their opera- 
tions. The LCF Environmental Roadmap 
should help enable LCF members to look at 
the elements of their impacts on the environ- 
ment as beyond mitigating risks, but also un- 
covering new opportunities. In the process 
this should contribute to the top and the bot- 
tom line and to the growth potential of the 
company, resulting in a net benefit for both 
the global and local environment and busi- 
ness. 

The LCF Environmental Roadmap will also 
be used as reference in developing a strategy 
that will lead to more focused environmental 
initiatives, for greater impact. In partnership 
with like-minded people and institutions, the 
League hopes to determine environmentally- 
critical areas of concern for which to rally sup- 
port. This move is very similar to what the 
LCF has in the field of education, which has 
resulted in increasing support for the 57-75 
Qompaiguo reverse the educatiorzrisis. 


‘The reality of global warming with climate 
change presents the most dramatic example 
of a sustainability challenge facing society to- 


r 
| 


day. The LCF membership, starting with those 
in its Environment Committee, are consider- 
ing the many processes that lead to the vul- 
nerability of communities, with a particular 
focus on environmental degradation. The vi- 
sion of sustainable development that reflects 
a balance between environmental steward- 
ship, economic growth and social stability 
continues to provide much guidance in the 
development of CSR strategies. The CSR ap- 
proaches align with the greater societal objec- 
tives that bring about improved access to re- 
sources, reduction in poverty, the lowering of 
societal inequities, improved education and 
information, respect for local culture and ex- 
perience, and development of comprehensive 
and integrative responses. 


Our Corporate Giving Philosophy 


Sun Life Financial is 


committed 


manager and distributor of the Sun Life Prosperity Funds; and Si 


to building partnerships 


and supporting initiatives that benefit the communities in which 
we live and work. Guided by our core values, we look for 
opportunities to align the needs of our communities, our business 
objectives and our people. These are the areas of focus where 
we can create sustainable results, generate the greatest involvement 
and achieve the most benefit for the causes we support. 


In the Philippines and around the world, we take pride in encouraging 
and promoting the spirit of volunteerism among our people 
in support of projects designed to provide health care, shelter, 
education, a sound environment, and cultural upliftment. 


Because. we believe that our responsibility to society goes beyond 
share price and customer satisfaction. Because by enriching the lives 
of others, we spread the radiance and the warmth of the sun. 


A ) 


A 1 / EA) League of Corporate Foundations 
S 


CSR EXPO 2007 


The LCF Environmental Roadmap will be 
usedas reference in developing a strategy 
that will lead to more focused environmental 
initiatives, for greater impact. In partnership 
with like-minded people and institutions, the 
League hopes to determine 
environmentally-critical areas of concern for 
which to rally support 


Life Financial 


Because trust is earned. 


sunlife.com.ph 


Inthe Philippines, Sun Life Financial is represented by Sun Life of Canada (Philippines), Inc., offering Ne insurance products; Sun Life Asset Management Company, Inc., 
jun Life Financial Plans, Inc. offering education and pension plans. 
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ith thousands of non-governmental organizations and corporate foun- that have meager resources to » d 
dations in the country, it can be believed that the social concerns are al- avail themselves of quality and Y 
ready addressed and that the perennial problems of poverty, education, safe water. 


Ps ry It established programs like 
and environment are already dealt with. Tubig ot Sanitasyon para sa Barin 


Occasional dole-outs are wel- Fernando Zobel de Ayalasaid. wide. Gilas aims to extend the SAY Which builds communal septic 
come for the underprivileged, but n program toall publichigh schools tanks or sanitation systems for 
having sustainable programs Education Fi the country So far, Gilas Social Clusters of low-income communi- 
have proven to be more effective Clearly, the best way out of Consortium, which involves ties; Lingap Ospital and Patubig sa 
in making a huge difference in poverty is through education. telecommunications, hardware, City Jail provides water supply 
people’s lives. While it started out as philan- software companies, and local and promotes sanitation in public 
"here are many faces of corpo- thropy Ayala established a more government units, aims to bridge hospitals, and city and municipal 
rate social responsibility. Thereare sustainable program with Centex the digital divide among public penitentiaries. These areas are ei- 
those that survived the years creat- (Center of Excellencein PublicEl- and private school students. It ther obviously neglected or are 
ing established programs and ben- ementary Education). has connected more than 1,000 just merely lacking in government 
efited generations. And there are Centex schools are strategical- schools so far. funds to support these most basic 
those that did not succeed. ly located in Tondo, Manila, and j needs by the less fortunate mem- 
The Ayala Group is now con- Bauan, Batangas, to tap children Environment bers of society. 
centrating its efforts onthree crit- in depressed areas who show po- Although not celebrated as n 
feal areas: education, the envi- tential to succeed academically. much as uh pis education pro. Entrepreneurship c 
tonment, and entrepreneurship. Of late, it has graduated two jects, Ayala launched its Solid ‘Teach a man how to fish’ 
By focusing on these sectors, batches since its inception 9 years Waste Management programs in could very well be the dictum the 
large companies with enough re- ago. In the last national quiz bee, the same areas where it does its Ayala group wants to convey with m 
largecompe tance these initia. ome of the major winners is a businesses: Makati Business the entrepreneurship programs ing companies which in turn re- givesmallstores—and even indi- 
tives can contribute to national as pupil of Centex in Batangas. Commercial District, Alabang integrated into its own core busi- lend them to  microen- viduals—another source of in- 
ellas social development. Leadership and integrity Town Center and Cebu Business "mes . . repreneurs. 5 come. The power of prepaid ac- 
“Social conditions have a great (should) go hand in hand. The Park. Femando Zobel de Ayala cited On another scale, Manila Wa- counts led to the shifting of its 
impacton the suctess ofthe busi- Ayala Young Leaders Congress, About 98 percent of Ayala mer- the impact of microfinance ofthe ter also has a microfinancing pro-business model into targeting the 
ness," said Fernando Zobel de Ay- the annual three-day summit of chants and 70 percent of the Bank of Philippine Islands (BPI). gram called Kabuhayan para sa mass market. 
ala,presidentandchiefoperating college student leaders selected buildings in the Makati business ‘thas lent more than P200 mil- Barangay. Initsconcession ones, Obviously, if the economy is 
officer of Ayala, during Ayala from all over the country, hopes district have reported reduced lion in the last few years,” he it has provided loans to qualified good the businesses do well, too. 
Corps annual’ stockholders to shape in some ways future waste since the program started. Said. families to use for starting busi- Butit has to begin with empower- 
meeting held recently at the Ho- leaders not only in government Its recent reports posted a collec- Microfinance is gaining mo- nesses in their communities. ing the very market one wants to 
tel Intercontinental Manila in  butalsoincorporate world.Ithas tion of 17.81 tons of recyclable mentum since it has shown po- — While expanding its business serve, Doing business these days 
Makati City. beralan in corpa ae NT ad imu in juss ve yeas, gener UMEN And Dove i not ir euius dreas of Mema Manila, is no longer confined to numbers 
aime Augusto Zobel de Ayala, speakers from different sectors in ing P72 million in revenues. only to the borrowers but to the the water company chooses to but also involves keeping in mind 
chair and CEO, also said in earlier society 6972 million in reveme, ign. lenders too. BPI saw the capabili- tap the services of small and the survival of the community: 
Snterviews that “any large busi- To illustrate the significance of tegrated with one of its compa- ty of the overseas Filipino market medium-scale contractors in its otherwise there is no business to 
ness depends on existing social AYLC, the Zobels and top execu- nies, Manila Water Services. At by launching Tulong sa Pinoy capital investment program cre- run. 
conditions ofits country such asa tives from different companies the same time it operates its busi- with the National Federation of ating thousands of jobs. Philanthropy is good but sus- 
healthy population, an educated are always present to show their ness, Manila Water ‘iso launched American Associations and BPI — The other Ayala companies in- tainable development as it has 
workforce, a sizable consumer support to this endeavor. projects targeting communities Direct, one of its services One of volved in incorporating its busi- proved in the past is better. Corpo- 
market with growing household While technology is one vital its key projects is lending peso ness into social responsibilities rations can no longer ignore chal- 
incomes, a sustainable environ- tool these days, most public funds to accredited microfinanc- are Globe Telecom with the Au- lenges in the environment where 
ment, and adequate infrastruc- schools don’t have their own toload and G-Cash services which they seek to survive and prosper. 


Acla CSR, howeves has be puede ee Anchoring on the belief of improving the 
Re tue ee social conditions can greatly impact the 
success of a business, the Ayala Group is 

now concentrating its efforts on three critical 


Ayala Corp, Ayala Land, Bank of skill Ayala established Gilas 
the Philippine Islands, Globe (Gearing up Internet Literacy and 
areas- education, the environment, and 
entrepreneurship 


AT CENTEX, young children from 
disadvantaged families benefit from 
quality education. 


THE GILAS consortium aims to 
connect all Philippine public high 
schools to the Internet. 


Telecom, Manila Water, and Inte- Access for Students) as a flagship “~*~ 
grated Microelectronics. program. It started as a lone ef- THE SOLID Waste Management 
“twill be interesting tosee the fort ofthe company when itslow- Program has significantly 
efforts group-wide because they ly realized the magnitude of the reduced waste in the Malati when given capital, training, and 
Gre different with each group," need of public schools nation- commercial and business district. livelihood opportunities, 


Ayala Social Initiatives X, 


EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT ENTREPRENEURSHIP. 


enable 


We nurture the dreams of many 


empower 


enterprising Filipinos--from mall 
merchants and service providers to 
microfinance institutions and small 
entrepreneurs--by providing them 
with the skills and opportunities to 
build up their livelihood. 


Find out how the Ayala group of companies is working in and with your c 


We raise the quality of education 
through innovative technologies 
that enhance the learning 
experience of our youth. 


We ensure sustainable living 
amidst progress by caring for 
the environment through 
reforestation programs, solid 
waste management, and clean 
air and water measures. 


community. Visit www.ayalasocialinitiatives.corn. 


Ayala Corporation | Ayala Land, Inc. | Bank of the Philippine islands | Globe Telecom / Innove Communications | Manila Water Company 


| Integrated Microelectronics, 


Inc. | Ayala Automotive Holdings Corporation | Ayala International Pte Ltd | Ayala Foundation, Inc 


